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From the Editor/President 

Welcome to the second newsletter  of 2020 of our Canberra Survey Corps Association. 

As you are all well aware life at the moment is extraordinarily far from ônormalõ. From the 

Australian War Memorial website: òIn light of the COVID -19 pandemic, this year the Memorial 

will hold a private, nationally televised Anzac Day commemorative service. This service will 

be held in the Commemorative Area and Hall of Memory at 5.30 am on Anzac Day. The 

traditional Dawn Servic e, National Ceremony and veteransõ march will not take place.  The 

event will not be open to the public but will be broadcast live across Australia by the ABC 

and streamed online.   Full details are being finalised. Please refer to this website 

www.awm.gov.au  and the Memorials social media channels for updates.ó   

Unfortunately the Governmentõs directives for ôsocial distancingõ also means that our Anzac 

Day lunch is cancelled.  We gladly do that in the interests of publ ic health.    

Canberra Newsletter 

http://www.awm.gov.au/
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This newsletter  includes a special article which is  the commanderõs diary of the deployment 

of 1st Topographic Survey Squadron with the UN endorsed multinational force INTERFET to 

East Timor in 1999/ 2000.  The diary was provided by Brigadier Shaun Hoffman who was 

commander of the Geomatic Support Group.  This was the first time since the Second World 

War that a topographic survey unit of squadron ( -) strength of about 50 personnel, deployed 

as part of a military force to ôrestore peace and securityõ in a foreign country.  And it was the 

first time that an Au stralian topographic survey unit had deployed as the main topographic 

unit of a large multi -national force.  In the previous three years 1 Topo Svy Sqn had been 

reorganised and increased significantly in strength. This deployme nt allowed the concept of 

operations at formation and force levels to be tested and validated in a warlike environment.  

The diary reveals that although technology, methods and functional names change, the role 

and tasks of deployed topographic survey units (at Force or Corps troops levels) was still 

much the same as it was with the Anzac Corps Topographic Section in the First World War , 

that being;  to create, update/maintain  and distribute  the theatre  grid and the variety of  

topographic based maps/databases, to backload  new and updated topographic information to 

rear agencies for production and update of standard mapping and to undertake miscellaneous 

military survey tasks . 

For this issue I also thank Gary Hunter, Norm McMurtrie, Noel Sproles, Bob Skitch, Don 

Swiney, Ken Lyons and Dave Anderson for their contributions  which go to making an 

interesting newsletter .    

Please keep sending to me for publication biographical sketches, anecdotes, diaries, 

photographs and stories of what we did, how we did it and who did it, or anything which you 

believe is of interest to our members.  

In the last newsletter I asked for anything which you may have about the Corpsõ Aerodist 

(Airborne Electronic Distance Measurement) years.  Thank you to Charlie Watson for his 

reports on 1 Fd Svy Sqn Aerodist operations in Gulf of Carpentaria (1972) and Ca pe York 

(1973).  So if you had anything at all to do with Aerodist ; technical, administrative , logistical , 

operations, training from 1964 to 1975 please send to me your stories, memories and 

photographs.   

Please add the events for 2020 (see the Fridge Magnet) to your diaries  and please note my 

new email address below.  I hope that we will be able to  get together to celebrate the Corpsõ 

105th anniversary. 

Stay safe, heed official advice and directives , KEEP CALM AND READ ON. 

  

Peter Jensen 

Editor/President  canberrasvycorpsassoc.pres@gmail.com 

 

 

  

mailto:canberrasvycorpsassoc.pres@gmail.com
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Why Do We Need to Spend Money on Maps? 
By Peter Jensen  

Army Commanders Kitchener, Washington, Meade, Lee and Macarthur would have understood 

the effect of the topography  on theirs and the enemyõs plans and operations.  The Generals 

all shared a common background in that they had all worked on land or topographic surveys 

early in their careers.  Field Marshall Kitchener, Royal Engineers, made his military debut as a 

young lieutenant surveyor in Palestine and then as Director of the Survey of Cyprus, General 

George Washington was appointed surveyor of Culpeper County in Virginia at age sixteen, 

Generals George Meade (US Army of the Potomac) and Robert E Lee (Confederate Army of 

Northern Virginia ) both conducted surveys as US Army Corps of Engineers officers and General 

Douglas Macarthurõs (US Army Corps of Engineers) first regimental appointment was survey 

officer in an engineer battalion  in the Philippines .  

In the late -1990s the Director of the US National Imagery and Mapping Agency (previously the 

Defense Mapping Agency and now the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency) , I think it was 

then Lieutenant -General James C King, US Army, said something like ð everything is 

geospatially related and if you donõt understand that you will never win the war.   

But as a staff officer in Army HQ and HQ Australian Defence Force  in the mid -late 1990s and 

early 2000s, I seemed to be forever answering the question ôwhy do we need to spend money 

on maps?õ especially for capability proposals and around budget time.   I would love to sit in 

those meetings now and say ôSir, please pass me your phone. I will switch off your loc ation  

and map update services and you will see that your essential apps donõt work very well or not 

at all . That is why we need to spend money on maps.õ   

Paul Dibbõs 1986 report of the Review of Australiaõs Defence Capabilities recognised the 

fundamental importance of mapping of the n atural and man-made terrain for planning and 

conduct of military operations and noted wit h some concern the timeframe to achieve a 

satisfactory map cov erage of Australia ( Report p64).  The subsequent 1987 Defence White 

Paper went on to ident ify priority areas for military preparedness as the area of direct 

military interest as Australia and its Territories, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand 

and the South West Pacific and the wider area of primary strategic interest as South East Asia 

and the South Pacific. In relation to the survey force, the White  Paper noted that the 

availability of comprehensive and  up to date military geographic information of Australia and 

our area of direct military interest was fundamental to the effective conduct of military 

operations, and that al though new technologies improve productivity the mapping of priority 

areas of the north will still take many years. Although the primary focus of defence planning 

was on the defence of continental Austral ia and its offshore territories, map coverage would 

be required for other than Australian territory.  

Now thirty -five years later Professor Paul Dibb has again offered his opinion in the ôoldõ 

media about potential Defence capabilities  and the importance of geospatial information .  In 

the newspaper The Weekend Australian 22-23 February 2020, a page 6 article ôStrategist Calls 

for Top End Missilesõ by Ben Packman quotes Professor Paul Dibb as suggesting a capability of 

Australiaõs own intermediate range missiles as a powerful deterrent to potential adversaries 

òModern missiles are highly precise but only when you have access to the most advanced 

targeting information in the world , which we do, through the Americans, Pine Gap and our 

Geospatial Intelligence Organisation.ó  So, i n the opinion of one  informed Defence strategist 

one of the Corpsõ successor organisations has made the most valuable player list .   
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The 1944/45 Secret Mission to Seize Nazi Germanyôs 

Geodetic and Map Records 
The Editor  

 

Thank you very much to Don Swiney and Ken Lyons for sending to me the link (below) to this 

most fascinating story.   

If after reading the previous article , ôWhy Do We Need to Spend Money on Maps?õ, there are 

any doubts about the military value of geodetic and map data , this story  should quell that 

concern. 

As the Allies advanced into Germany from the west  in 1944 and 1945, a secret US Army team 

of individuals with diverse backgrounds and specialities, led by a geodetic engineer Major 

Hough of th e US Army Corps of Engineers, went with the forward combat troops to find and  

capture the geodetic and map records  of Nazi Germany.  He was told to be on the first tank 

into Berlin. What they found  included trigonometric lists , covering current German held 

territory , which were  rushed to the front line for the advancing artillery  to improve 

targeting , extensive Soviet geodetic records which the Germans had captured in their failed 

advance into the Soviet Union  and which the Americans used later against the Soviets in the 

Cold War. Hough coerced cooperative German geodesists to include the German triangulation 

chains into a broader Central European Net geodetic adjustment which led a few years later 

to the broader European Datum 1950.  Until then , each country had their own national 

geodetic system but Hough recognised the value of having one system especially also having 

the Soviet data in the emerging era of long range and inter -continental guided missiles. This 

was all leading to the need for a world geodet ic system. 

Here are the links to this  most intriguing story: https://amerisurv.com/2020/03/0 3/behind -

the-lines/  also to the original Smithsonian article bit.ly/hough -smithsonian 

This story was little known until recently and in 2018 Major Hough was posthumously 

recognised being inducted into the US National Geospatial -Intelligence Agency Hall of Fame.   

 

Fortunaôs secrets 
The Editor  

 

From contributions by Norm McMurtrie and his family, Aust War Memorial manuscript 

assession number MSS1985, written by Lieutenant GK Mackenzie, ôZõ Special Unit, and unit 

history Special Operations Australia Vol 2 Operati ons NAA Series A3269 Control 08/A  barcode 

235327   

 
We all have different stories of our military service in different times, different 

circumstances, different people, different places, different tasks , different conditions  and 

different experiences.  As the Editor of this newsletter I am always seeking different stories 

especially those accounts which have links to military survey units or more generally military 

survey activity wherever and however that  was done.  This is one of those personable stories.  

I was recently contacted by Norm McMurtrie, who was a member of RA Svy as a National 

Serviceman 1970-1971.  Norm served in AHQ Survey Regiment, Fortuna and was intending to 

get together with Survey Corps mates around Anzac Day this year for a 50 th Anniversary 

https://amerisurv.com/2020/03/0%203/behind-the-lines/
https://amerisurv.com/2020/03/0%203/behind-the-lines/
http://bit.ly/hough-smithsonian
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celebration.  A family matriarch heard of Normõs reunion and asked if she could attend.  A 

surprise for Norm, but after some questions of the 96 year old lady, she said that she had 

served at ôFortunaõ as a member of the Australian Womenõs Army Service (AWAS) in the 

Second World War. 

Eighteen year old Elizabeth Noel Drummond of Bendigo, a graduate of the Bendigo Business 

College, enlisted in the AWAS in 1943, was trade tested as a Clerk Administration, and after 

recruit training at Bacchus Marsh was posted to Army Headquarters, Victoria Barracks, 

Melbourne.  Arriving there Elizabeth was told to report to 39 Acland Street, South Yarra being 

a house by the name ôHarburyõ.  This was the headquarters of the Services Reconnaissance 

Department (SRD which was previously titled the Inter -Allied Services Dept), whic h was the 

cover name for the most secret  Special Operations Australia (SOA) a joint Allied organisation 

responsible for covert intelligence, reconnaissance and sabotage behind Japanese lines across 

the South West Pacific Area.  The only officers of the Australian high command who knew of 

the existence of SOA were the Prime Minister and General Thomas Blamey, Commander-in-

Chief Australian Military Forces  and Commander Allied Land Forces.  Army personnel attached 

to SRD for operations were posted to ôZõ Special Unit for administration.  Similarly, the 

Australian Intelligence Bureau controlled longer -term coastwatch type operations behind 

enemy lines to provide intelligence a bout Japanese troop and naval movements around New 

Guinea and Solomon Islands. ôMõ Special Unit was the holding unit for these personnel.  

Elizabeth worked in the SRD Orderly Room and had a desk facing the main entrance door of 

the house, so she saw all of the comings and goings.  At one stage Elizabeth lived at a house 

named ôFortunaõ at Elwood.  At the end of the war SRD was closed, ôZõ Special Unit was 

disbanded and Corporal Drummond was posted to LHQ Cartographic Company, Fortuna, 

Bendigo, on 25th January 1946, working there until her discharge on 9 th September 1946.  In 

Elizabethõs written notes about her wartime service she remembered the Bendigo ôFortunaõ 

for the beautiful villa, the large gardens and man -made lake and the trusted Italian Prisoners 

of War who lived there and who tended the gardens with some making miniature ornaments 

in their spare time.  She also remembers that her future husband Lieutena nt Gilbert 

Mackenzie, a ôZõ Special Unit officer, arranged for her to be posted to her hometown 

Bendigo.  In mid-1942 he had worked with ôsurveyõ on maps at HQ New Guinea Force, Port 

Moresby. 

Eighteen year old Private Gilbert Mackenzie enlisted in the mili tia 55 th Infantry Battalion at 

Marrickville, Sydney on 5 th January 1942.   Soon after he was assigned to the Battalion 

Intelligence Section perhaps because he was undertaking accountancy studies which required 

good ôattention to detailõ, an attribute needed for intelligence work.  In May 1942 the 

Battalion was sent to Port Moresby and Mackenzie was selected along with a soldier from 

each of the other five battalions to be assigned to the HQ New Guinea Force working under 

Captain Sam Carey GSO3 Intelligence Topographic.  At that stage there was no survey staff on 

HQ New Guinea Force.  Maps then being used by the headquarters were the 1 inch to 4 mile 

maps produced by LHQ Cartographic Coy.  There were many village names on the maps and 

the job of the Section w as not only to add the topographic intelligence updates but to index 

all of the villages by name with geographic and grid references.  As that map work came to a 

close, Captain Carey asked Gilbert if he would like to volunteer for special duties if the 

Japanese captured Port Moresby.  Gilbert had no idea what special duties meant, nor that 

Captain Carey was a ôZõ Special Unit officer.  Carey had been a geologist in New Guinea 

before the war.  One day Sam, Gilbert and another officer (also ôZõ Special Unit unbeknown 

to Gilbert) wen t out to a ship recently sunk by Japanese aerial bombing in Port Moresby 

harbour, with the plan that in the event of Japanese occupation, Gilbert would swim to the 

wreck at night, then report Japanese harbour/wharf movements the nex t day by radio.   
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Luckily none of that happened.  Captain Carey returned to Australia, accidentally leaving 

behind a security container unlocked for which Gilbert was arrested but released later that 

day.  In late -August he was told to report to HQ New Gui nea Force Assistant Director Survey, 

Major Pat Kennedy (Aust Survey Corps). There he worked in the HQ Survey Section updating 

maps from Patrol Officer reports and recent US air photography and printing maps by dyeline.  

These maps were then dropped by air to the forward troops.  A month later he was very 

surprised when Major Kennedy congratulated him on being promoted to Corporal.  Just before 

midnight on 20 th December 1942, he was working on the maps when a despatch rider arrived 

with an immediate movement  order for him to fly from Port Moresby to Melbourne the next 

day and to report to Captain Carey.  The order was signed by General Blamey  which of course 

was uncommon for a Corporalõs posting. 

Gilbert undertook all of the ôspecial forceõ training for small group covert operations behind 

enemy lines.  Included was how to use the issued cyanide suicide pill ð I cannot imagine what 

a nineteen year old would have thought about that.  He was a member  of a ten man harbour 

attack team, led by Captain Carey, which successfully infiltrated Townsville harbour by two 

man canoes and planted dummy limpet mines on ten ships including two destroyers. The Navy 

was not happy. Sam Carey and Gilbert paddled the same canoe and planted mines on two US 

ships. This was a proof of concept rehearsal to attack shipping in the Japanese held Rabaul 

Harbour, but the operation was cancelled when there was no submarine transport available.  

The rehearsal showed that a sabotage attack by canoe was possible and this in part led to 

Operation Jaywick which successfully attacked Japanese shipping in Singapore. Gilbert 

specialised in developing parachuting from specially modified B24 Liberator Bombers.  He was 

promoted to Sergeant and  attended Officer Cadet Training Unit then being commissioned 

Lieutenant.  He worked on planning operations and was himself assigned to Hawk Party to 

attack  the Japanese held Babo Airfield 1 (Dutch New Guinea) with entry by parachute into 

water at night and  to destroy as many aircraft, anti -aircraft guns and facilities as possible. 

The operation in March 1944 was aborted sometime into the long flight from Darwin as the 

diversionary B24 bomber strike force from Fenton Airfield south of Darwin was cancelled due 

to bad weather and one of the two B24 parachute transports had serious engine trouble.  The 

other B24 transport crashed into a mountain north of Fak Fak near Babo killing all sixteen on 

board including ten US aircrew and six ôZõ Special Unit members. Gilbert went to Morotai to 

be a member of a guerrilla team to be parachuted into Borneo before the Australian landings 

there, but was withdrawn because of the risk of capture and that he knew too much about ôZõ 

Special Unit operations overall.  At the end o f the war, he and a RAAF Flight Lieutenant were 

given the task of writing the unit history and to transfer the files to Director of Military 

Intelligence.  This was completed by March 1946 and he was discharged 14th August 1946.  

Elizabeth and Gilbert were m arried in 1947.  

Everyone in these secret organisations was subject to the Official Secrets Act for 30 years  

after the war .  It was not until the first reunion of ôZõ Special Unit in 1980 that they were 

able to talk with each other about what they had done during the war.  Unfortunately 

memories may have dimmed a little over the more than thirty -five years since their 

remarkably brave and hazardous service which until then had largely gone untold and 

unheralded.  

 

                                            
1 Photos in Newsletter 2-19, May 2019, of Babo airfield visited during survey Operation Cenderawasih 
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RAAF systematic air photography for standard  mapping in the 

1920s 

The Editor  

For this article I am grateful to Bob S kit ch for passing on the following letter sent to him by 

friend Colonel Mick Nolan (Retd) Royal Engineers Survey (RE Svy) who enjoys researching 

history which is shared by RE Svy and RA Svy. 

The August 1927 demi-official letter from Flight Lieutenant G P acker RAAF, Intelligence 

Officer,  to Captain M Hotine (later Brigadier  CMG CBE) RE Svy, probably stems from Packer 

meeting Hotine during a tour of Britain and North America  which he and another RAAF officer 

embarked on in 1926.  The geometry of distortions in air photos due to attitude and the 

terrain was known in the early 1900s along with methods of how to account for  them.  Then 

in 1927 Captain Hotine authored a paper on behalf of the British Air Survey Committee  on the 

simple graphical radial line ôArundel methodõ of accounting for the distortions for map 

compilation from overlapping air  photography.  Captain Hotine authored  an extension of the 

method in 1929. Arundel was the name of the English south -coast town/castle  between 

Portsmouth and Brighton around which Hotine had demonstrated  his work. RAAF had been 

involved in air photography for land surveys since 1924 but aircraft and camera equipment 

were outdated.  Survey Section RAE used air photography for mapping of smaller areas to 

complement, and in some cases supplement, plane -tabling around Brisbane, Sydney and 

Melbourne.  Then the 1928 decision to reequip one flight of both 1 S quadron and 3 Squadron 

RAAF with new aircraft, special instrumentation for air photography and cameras was to 

facilitate  a new era of cooperation with Survey Section RAE.   

By 1930 the RAAF and the Survey Section RAE had together developed a capability to the 

stage where a RAAF detachment, under the command of Packer, with two new Wapiti and 

one Moth aircraft fitted with Williamson F8 film cameras, based at a temporary airstrip at 

Bowser just north -east of Wangaratta, completed 1,300 square kilometres of mapping 

photography around Albury.  Then for the first time a substantial part of the Albury 1 inch to 

1 mile map around the Murray River, was compiled by the Survey Section RAE using the 

Arundel method.  Cost savings in time and effort, compared with map compilation by plane -

tabling, were somewhere between thirty -three and sixty -five percent, depending on factors 

such as terrain, weather and aircraft operating costs.   RAAF and Army continued to develop 

the capability, and in 1936 the revived Australian Survey Corps published the Sale, Victoria 1 

inch to 1 mile map which was compiled entirely from block aerial photography  using the 

Arundel method. 

In 1927 the Survey Section RAE was organised such that the capacity of the topographic  

triangulation survey (subsidiary to the State geodetic networks) was commensurate with the 

amount of map compilation that the plane -tablers could produce  which was about five 

standard 1 inch to 1 mile maps a year , each of area about 500  square miles.  In no way was 

the Section able to provide the g eodetic/topographic  survey for the aerial photography goal 

of 50,000 square miles per year or about one-hundred standard maps.  The letter addresses 

this issue suggesting the need for a new government organisation for geodetic surveys.  The 

air photography goal  of 50,000 square miles was highly ambitious with a bout 5,000 square 

miles actually flown by  1931.  In 1929 Army suggested to the States that they contribute to 

the field survey work as they would benefit from the maps .  The stat es were happy to share 

existing informat ion but generally were not in economic positions to undertake new work due 

to the emerging Great Depression. 
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Robert Hoddle ï the Corps of Royal Surveyors and 

Draughtsman ï and the Ginninderra Plains of Canberra 
By Peter Jensen 
 
I have walked the seven kilometre sealed track around L ake Ginninderra many-many times.  
But until a couple of months ago I had never st opped to read a  story board at Bimbi Beach on 
the western bank of Ginninderra Creek.  A long with a description of aboriginal  life, early-
white settlement  and eucalypts planted when the creek was damm ed to form the lake, the 
story board has a print of a watercolour landscape painting of Ginninderry (Ginninderra 
Plains) between 1832 and 1835 believed to be one of the first such landscape paintings of the 
district.  The artist was Robert Hoddle  (1794 ð 1881) who as a crown surveyor conducted 
surveys for very early grants of lands in the Canberra district .   Near the middle of the 
painting there is a shephe rd with his flock of sheep and his  dog, recording land use as well as 
the topography  and the fact that aboriginals lived there .  His survey work around Ginninderry  
included land boundary surveys for Robert Campbellõs sheep property Pialligo which was 
founded in 1825, later  renamed Duntroon and later  acquired by the new federal government 
for the Royal Military C ollege. 
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Watercolour landscape of Ginninderra Plains 1832 -35 by Robert Hoddle 

This is the same Robert Hoddle who as the Deputy Surveyor-General of the Colony of New 
South Wales designed and laid out the Melbourne central business district in 1837 and who 
was the first Surveyor -General of the Colony of Victoria  in 1851.  Hoddle Street in Melbourne 
is named in his honour. 

In 1809, at age fif teen Hoddle was appointed a cadet -surveyor/draughtsman of the military 
Corps of Royal Surveyors and Draughtsman  (formerly the Board of Ordinance Drawing Room) 
in the Tower of London , being commissioned in 1812.  The Tower Drawing Room had been 
collecting and drawing maps since 1683.  In the 1770s Major-General William Roy, who 
commenced the military survey of Great Britain in Scotland in 1747, introduced survey 
training for the Tower draughtsman (An Illustrated History of 250 years of  Military Survey by 
Y Hodson and A Gordon, 1997). Training also included landscape painting as one means of 
mapping the topography.  Duties of the Corps was to make surveys and drawings, both in 
Britain and abroad, particularly as part of the  Trigonometrical Survey.  The Corps provided 
surveys and maps during the Peninsular War and was then disbanded in 1817 after final 
victory in the Napoleonic Wars . Officers were placed on half -pay.  In 1822 Hoddle left for the 
Cape Colony (Africa) where he conducted military surveys and he then moved on to the 
Colony of New South Wales in 1823 where he was made Assistant Surveyor to Surveyor-
General John Oxley.  In that capacity he conducted surveys of many  districts  of the colony 
over the next fourteen years  before going to Victoria  as Deputy Surveyor-General to Thomas 
Mitchell .  

 

Postcards 
From Gary Hunter  

I recently met up with Bob Norwood after last working him in Popondetta, PNG in 1973.   I was 

in a supermarket car park in Frankston, Victoria, when I saw a  fellow staring at my car 

number plate (which is "RASVY" in white letters on a purple background).   Anyway, I was 

about to drive off when he came over to have a talk.   It turns out it was Bob Norwood who I 

worked with in 8 Field Survey Squadron when I was posted there in 1973/74.   I wouldn't have 

recognized Bob except for his distinctive shaped  nose. He too didn't recognize me until I told 

him "I'm Bluey Hunter from Popondetta" - and of course then it all fell into place for both of 

us. 
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Bob is retired now and living permanently in Frankston with his wife, Mayna, and they will 

celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary later this year.   Bob talked about his 23 years' 

service with RA Svy and his retirement as a Major.   He then wanted to work in a different 

area and was employed by a printing company for some years, before taking over a lawn 

mowing franchise for quite a few years after that.  

I asked Bob if he had every applied for any the service medals that he would have been 

entitled to, having been deployed mu ltiple times to both PNG and Indonesia during his 

service, but he said he wasn't really concerned about them - and I can respect that.   I wanted 

to get his email address, but unfortunately Bob said he wasn't on the internet.   

Still, I can reassure those of  you who have great memories of Bob from years gone by that 

he's doing well in his retirement.  

 

Forward Base Mitchell Plateau Bushfire 1971 revisited AGAIN 
The Editor  

I have been assured by Noel Sproles that the Forward Base Mitchell Plateau 1971 fire was 

definitely September.  Noelõs diary notes include his Investigation Officer report and the cost 

of stores to be written off.  Of course Mike knows his birthdate and arrived at the base with 

the surrounding landscape looking as though the fire was very rece nt.  

On this basis, Noelõs misclose is much better than ôcompass and paceõ more like  ôfirst orderõ. 

 

Vale 
The Editor  

It is with great sadness that I report on the sudden death of Kevin (Shotgun) Slade, former 

RAN Hydrographic Survey officer and sailor, on 21st January.  Kevin was a great friend of the 

Survey Corps and admirer of what we did and how we did it.  In the 1970s and 1980s the 

overlap of survey work of RA Svy and the RAN Hydro Service often involved Kevin.  In 1975 I 

very much enjoyed three months  on Operation Beachcomber (Beach Survey) with him around 

Papua New Guinea. At this time he worked with other members of 8 Fd Svy Sqn on inshore 

route hydrographic surveys south of Port Moresby.  He was always the life of the party 

enjoying ôruns ashoreõ.  When posted to the Hydrographic School, Sydney he kept in touch 

with 2 Fd Svy Sqn.  On retirement from the RAN he worked with the Hydrographic Office .  

Kevin was the unofficial historian for the RAN Hydrographic Service publishing a number of 

articles and was very active pursuing recognition of the work of the Service.  

 

Erratum 
The Editor  

In the last newsletter (January 2020) I wrote that Operation Mandau 1970 was conducted by 5 

Fd Svy Sqn.  It was of course 2 Fd Svy Sqn.  Thank you to Dave Anderson, who was on that 

operation, for correcting that.  
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1st Topographic  Survey Squadron ð International Force East 

Timor (INTERFET) 1999-2000  

Diary provided by BRIG Shaun Hoffmann 

 

Editor:    Just over 20 years ago, in mid-September 1999, major elements of 1s t Topographic 

Survey Squadron, based in Brisbane, deployed with the Australian led International Force 

East Timor (INTERFET) to East Timor.  

On 30 August 1999 Indonesia allowed a referendum on the future of East Timor, s ponsored 

and organised by the United Nations (UN) (UN Mission in East Timor ð UNAMET) resulted in 

overwhelming support for independence  from Indonesia which had annexed the former 

Portuguese territory in 1975.  The people sõ wish sparked immediate deadly and widespread  

violence suspected to be by mainly anti -independence militia.  Many civilians were killed and 

hundreds of thousands of people displaced with  many of them  fleeing across the border into 

West Timor.  On 6 September, Operation Spitfire commenced with Royal Australian Air Force 

C-130 Hercules aircraft evacuating some UNAMET staff, foreign nationals and refugees.  On 

15 September 1999, the  United Nations Security Council  expressed concern at the 

deteriorating si tuation in East Timor and passed  Resolution 1264 calli ng for a multinational 

force to restore peace and security to East Timor, to protect and support the United Nations 

mission there, and to facilitate humanitarian assistance operations until such time as a 

United Nations peacekeeping force could be approved  and deployed in the area.  The 

resolution also welcomed Australia's offer  to lead the multinational force in and to make a 

substantial contribution to the force itself.   Indonesia agreed to accept the  multinational 

force.  

Australian Major -General Peter Cosgrove MC was appointed INTERFET Force Commander with 

his Brisbane based Deployable Joint Force Headquarters (DJFHQ) assigned to provide force 

level command and control.  The main combat element of the force was the Australian 3 rd 

Brigade (3 Bde) based in Townsville , and Australian , New Zealand and British Special Forces. 

The force included all three ADF services and services of twenty -two other nations.  This was 

to become the largest Australian military force deployed outside Australia since the Second 

World War.  

On 20 September, only f ive days after the UN resolution , units deployed to East Timor by 

RAAF aircraft and Royal Australian Navy ships, with entry protection by Special Forces and 3 

Bde.  3 Bde MGI Sect (Military Geographic Section) was in theatr e in the first 24 hours  and a 

day later 1 Topo Svy Sqn topographic survey sections (Geodetic and MGI) arrived to support 

HQ INTERFET and the entire force.  The collective support was  organised as the  Geomatic  

Support Group.   

The unit /commanders diary below and the photographs are provided courtesy Shaun 

Hoffmann.  Then CAPT Shaun Hoffmann was 2IC 1 Topo Svy Sqn and Commander Geomatic 

Support Group (GSG). The diary includes  all of the exigencies of  the operation including : 

living and working cond itions, diversity of  the work , relatively new technologies and 

equipment  in challenging conditions, electronic  network  connectivity in multi -level and 

multi -national security environments  working alike with old allies and nations never before 

worked with , personnel administra tion and discipline, logistics , reinforcement, reach-back 

into  other lines of support  and those necessary but sometimes frustrating miscellaneous 

milit ary duties such as security guarding and force protection .  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council_Resolution_1264
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The high value of the work done by the unit in supporting all levels of the force, is best said 
and noted in the diary  by senior officers who visited the unit.   
 
The Squadron was raised in 1989, in Brisbane, as a RA Svy unit of 1 st Division from 1 Fd Svy 
Sqn and HQ 1 Div Topo Svy Tp, both RA Svy units  and which were disbanded.  1 Div Topo Svy 
Tp raised in 1980 and redesignated a HQ 1 Div unit in 1985 originated  from 1 Topo Svy Tp, RA 
Svy, whose A Sect served with 1 st Australian Task Force, South Vietnam from 1966 to 1971 . 

 

1 TOPO SVY SQN (INTERFET) DIARY 

 
(Editor: for the purpose of easier reading and clarity some acronyms and abbreviations are 
explained in footnotes .  Any errors are all mine. ) 

 
MON 20 SEP 99. WO1 Hansen departed for Darwin in order to assist JMCO in coordinating 

the Sqnõs movements through Darwin to Dili. Also WO1 Hansen will coordinate stores, 

expendables and mapping required by the GSG in East Timor. LT Trainor, CPL Jones, SPR 

Hammer and SPR Fitzpatrick, who deployed to 3 Bde 2 weeks earlier, arrived in Darwin and 

were billeted at Robertson Barracks. Later that night they flew to Dili, ET.  

TUE 21 SEP 99. At 0230 hrs LT Trainor and his section arrived in Dili. By 2000 hrs they 

were in location  with 3 Bde HQ. Also CAPT Seefeld plus 7 deployed to Darwin as part of D + 3. 

(MGI Sect: SGT Donnelly, CPL Goetz and CPL D Palfrey; Geodetic: WO2 Miller, CPL 

Sinderberry and CPL Carrol) 

WED 22 SEP 99. At 1100 hrs CAPT Seefeld arrived in Dili. At 1800 hrs WO2 Miller, SGT 

Donnelly and CPL D Palfrey arrived in Dili as part of the forward assets of the GSG.  LT Dixon 

deployed to Darwin as part of the D + 3 (DJFHQ) and arrived in Dili also at 1800 hrs. He will  

be working directly for the Int  Cell INTERFET on surveillance tasks.  

THU 23 SEP 99. CAPT Seefeld secured real estate for the GSG and began liaison duties 

with the DJFHQ. 

 

 

 

 

 

CAPT Scot Seefeld with 

Geodetic and MGI Sect ð 

who are they? 

 

 

 

 

 


