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1. Our Front Cover
The Honour Board being unveiled by Jennifer Scott (left) and Leeanne Smit (right) at the
Recognition Ceremony held at Artillery Barracks, Fremantle on Sunday 22nd April 2018.
Further details are reported in this edition of West Link.

2. President’s Report
This is my first report since being elected as President.
My first duty is to thank Major Fred Brown for his long and consistent role as President
culminating in his ambitious suggestion and undertaking of Project Recognition. As a member on
the committee involved in putting together all the necessary requirements for such a complex
project I was acutely aware of the amount of extra work involved in progressing the project
toward a successful conclusion. I also became very conscious of the impact of this undertaking
on a much broader scale. Recognizing the service of the members who died in service was not only
hugely significant for the families but it became recognized by many other service associations for
what it achieved. Its importance was duly recognized as each member was individually thanked in
Federal Parliament, a fitting culmination for the objectives of the event.
I feel that no one had really considered these outcomes and to receive these accolades is thanks to
all concerned. Additional work involved to ensure the complete service is adequately recorded
continues today and I feel sure we will see similar undertakings mirrored elsewhere in the future.
It would be remiss not to mention the excellent work done by Peter Bowen before, during and after
he went overseas on holidays and Ian Donaldson who was the nuts and bolts of the event. The
plaques and honour board Ian produced were of top quality and befitted the occasion. And last,
but not least, I offer thanks to the donations and sponsorship by the individuals and organizations
who were most enthusiastic in their support and to Debbie Zasillo and the helpers on the day.
Well done everyone.
On 29 June 2018 at the School of Intelligence at Canungra I attended a Change of Command
parade assembled to relocate survey elements of the Royal Australian Engineers into the
Intelligence Corps. This is a significant change of duties and focus for current and future members
of what is now the past Survey Corps and reflects the changing needs of the military today. In fact
I can see that the Intelligence Corps will further expand with new aspects of warfare being
implemented. I was privileged to see the Governor Generals banner being paraded before the
parade contingent, spectators and a few of the Survey ‘old boy’ guests. There was an official
photographer taking photos and of course the obligatory drones flying over the parade ground to
record the event.
I will follow up on obtaining coverage of the parade from the organizers for distribution to
members if they require.
With respect to local issues what I hope to achieve in my term as President is to see an increase in
members and to conduct some social get-togethers of past members.
After seeing what records are available at the National level I am aware that there are many
anomalies that should be corrected before the information is either forgotten or lost and I will do
my best to correct this as a separate task.
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We all know the strength of any organization is in its members so let’s see if we can improve our
membership. In discussion with guests that attended the recognition ceremony they all indicated
that they would like to catch up once in a while but to be able do this is not the role of any one
person. Everyone can help in doing this by making it their task to contact at least one past member
of the Squadron or ARES Troop and encourage them to join or at very least participate in what can
be arranged. The committee will set up a contact list that can be built on so that everyone is
included and keep them in the loop on what is planned.
Any suggestion or help is welcome so please do not leave it to the willing few.
Until next time.

3. Immediate Past Presidents Report
This is my final Report to you, the Members of our Association. There is no doubt whatsoever that
the most important aspect of this Report is to thank those members of our Association who have
given up their valuable time to be Committee Members and keep the Association operating
effectively for the benefit of all members.
Over the twelve years of my time as President, there have been many members serve as
Committee Members and I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all of you for your
effort and also for the support and advice that you have given me.
Two Committee Members who deserve special mention and thanks are Brian Mead and Mike
Venn.
Brian was the Secretary/Treasurer of our Association for 14 years, ending in 2016 and was a
Committee Member for three years prior to that. During his time as Secretary/Treasurer, Brian not
only carried out those duties, he was also the Editor and Publisher of West Link for most of that
time. Brian did an excellent job of keeping our Association operating during a quiet few years.
Following Brian’s resignation from the Committee, he was offered ‘Life-Membership’ of the
Association, but he declined stating that he would rather fade into the sunset. Thank you very
much Brian for all those years of service. Congratulations and well done!
Mike was our Vice President for 14 years, during which time he voluntarily assumed the unofficial
position of Event Organiser for those 14 years and he was also a Committee Member for 11 years
prior to that. He almost single handedly organised our Annual Luncheon for many years. Thank
you Mike for the 25 years of service that you gave us. And congratulations to you too, and well
done!
Brian and Mike! On behalf of all Members I express our appreciation and thanks to you two gents
for the time and effort that you put into keeping our Association running. I would also like to
acknowledge your two wives, Annette and Annette for the patience and tolerance that they
displayed whilst you were spending many hours doing Association related duties.
Sadly, during my time as the President, we lost several members, including the three Clutterbuck
brothers, Cedric. Eric and Noel, and also Frank Cohen, Alf Till and Leo Clifford. Frank was our
Vice President for ten years, from1993 to 2003. They were all highly valued Members and good
friends to all of us.
The most significant event to occur since my initial election was without doubt ‘Project
Recognition’. This Project was designed to recognise the service of nine ‘WA connected’ members
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of RASVY who died whilst serving. At the Unveiling Ceremony on 22 April, an Honour Roll was
placed amongst other Honour Rolls in the Lecture Room of the Army Museum of WA, and
descriptive plaque and name plates were placed on the RASVY Association sundial in the open
area of the Museum. The Ceremony went very well and there were Special Guests from the
Federal Government, the City of Fremantle and Australian Capital Equity. Family members of 6 of
the families also attended the function along with members of the RAE Association of WA, many
former friends and colleagues of the former members being commemorated, and our Association
members.
On the 6th June, our Main Guest, Senator Dean Smith, representing the Hon Marise Payne, the
Minister for Defence, made a six minute speech in the Senate about Project Recognition and
mentioned each of the nine deceased members by name and thanked them individually for their
service.
I would also like to thank the Association Committee Members, other Association Members and
other friends who helped with the planning, implementation and execution of the Project. I feel
that we really should feel more than adequately rewarded for our efforts. I have received many
compliments from all around Australia and overseas.
Penultimately, I would like to congratulate the new President, Leon Griffiths, and Vice President
Chris Dixon on being elected to run the Association and I look forward to the new activities and
direction as forecast by Leon.
Ultimately, I would like to thank the Members for re-electing me on so many occasions. It has been
an honour and a privilege. Thank you! I look forward to seeing you all at future activities, and I
wish all of you the very best in your future endeavours.
Fred Brown

4. Association Committee: 2018 - 2019
Following the AGM on 25 April 2018, the committee was:
President: Leon Griffiths
Email: leon@leongriffiths.com
Mobile: 0439 033 399

Vice President: Chris Dixon
Email: thedixons@conceptual.net.au
Mobile: 0434 396 366

Secretary: Peter Bowen
Email: peter_j_bowen@yahoo.com.au
Mobile: 0419 946 348

Treasurer: Ian Donaldson
Email: donaldsons01@bigpond.com
Mobile: 0457 347 927

Committee Members
Frank Lenane
Deb Zasillo – (Events Coordinator)
Brian Firns
Michael Crabbe

Patrice Hymus

West Link Editor: Peter Bowen
Email: peter_j_bowen@yahoo.com.au
Mobile: 0419 946 348
Postal: PO Box 7333, Karawara WA 6152
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In welcoming the new committee, Leon thanked the outgoing President for his dedication to the
position for the last 12 years which was acknowledge by unanimous applause.

5.

Project Recognition

As mentioned in both the President’s and Immediate Past President’s Reports we are pleased to
report the successful outcome of Project Recognition which was an initiative that set about
recognising those members who pasted whilst enlisted in the RASVY Corps, other than on active
duty.
Our focus was on those who were Western Australians and served in RASVY and/or those who
had served in Western Australian Survey units, criteria that is likely to be modified geographically
and/or by Corps as other Associations do likewise.
The nine members identified were as follows:
Frederick Walter Bangay

Lionel Christopher Markey

Enlisted: 20 August 1940

Enlisted: 4 October 1940

Discharged: 22 February 1941

Discharged: 18 April 1942

Robert James Caswell

Rodney (Bim) Evan Bechaz

Enlisted: 1 July 1958

Enlisted: 4 February 1970

Discharged: 14 September 1965

Discharged: 1 February 1975

Lionel (Bill) Bernard Sprenger MBE

Paul Thomas Collins

Enlisted: 10 June 1940

Enlisted: 4 May 1976

Discharged: 5 December 1970

Discharged: 18 February 1978

Pantaleo (Leo) Avino

Kenneth Kinnear

Enlisted: 20 November 1982

Enlisted: 27 July 1977

Discharged: 28 February 1992

Discharged: 15 April 1979

Peter John Crabbe
Enlisted: 10 July 1982
Discharged: 18 November 2014

Whilst every effort was expended to contact the families of the members of those being recognised
we didn’t achieve a 100% outcome.
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The Ceremony commenced at 9:30am on Sunday 22 April 2018 with registration and light
refreshments organised at the Officers Mess.
This was followed by the formal proceedings conducted in the Lecture Theatre with Captain
Wayne Gardiner OAM as MC.
Guests included: Senator Dean Smith, representing Senator
the Hon Marise Payne, then Minister for Defence, The Hon
Josh Wilson, Federal Member for Fremantle, Councillor
Hannah Fitzharding, representing the Mayor of Fremantle, Dr
Brad Pettitt and Lt Col James McMahon DSC. DSM,
representing Mr Kerry Stokes AC, Chairman, Australian
Capital Equity.
An apology was provided by Dr Brendan Nelson AO,
Director Australian War Memorial and he wished us the best
for the ceremony and provided the following written
statement which was read by the MC:

MC: Capt. Wayne Gardiner, OAM
“You wouldn’t go anywhere without the engineers. Those guys are truly special – life savers”. These are the
words of an Australian soldier speaking of his war in Afghanistan, told at the Australian War Memorial.
Yet you have always been there. Members of the Survey Corps served with immense skill and courage at
Gallipoli and beyond as they do today as Engineers.
We all remember and reflect upon those killed in action. Their names are listed on honour boards and rolls.
But those killed in training or who die whilst in service are strangers beyond the families who loved them
and the men and women with whom they served.
It is tempting, human beings that we are, to settle for headlines and broad brushstrokes of our history, for
popular imagery and mythology. Our comfortable lives breed easy indifference to individual sacrifices made
in our name, devotion to duty and to our country.
Each one of these nine men, Western Australian members of the Survey Corps and Royal Australian
Engineers so honoured here today and always, like us had only one life. They chose to dedicate their lives to
us and our nation. Today, with awkward humility we recognise that dedication and a legacy of service to
others.
Neither our military nor our nation would have gone anywhere without them.
They are honoured and remembered.
Hon Dr Brendan Nelson AO
Director Australian War Memorial
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The audience in the lecture room
Presentations were provided by Senator Dean Smith, Brigadier (Ret’d) Duncan Warren AM RFD,
former Commander 13 Brigade and a President’s address provided by Maj Fred Brown.

Sen Dean Smith
Brig Duncan Warren
Maj Fred Brown
The MC, Leon Griffiths and Mike Venn then provided information on each recipient.

Leon Griffiths

Mike Venn
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The focus then turned to the back of the Lecture Theatre where Mrs Jennifer Scott, mother of Peter
Crabbe, and Leeanne Smit, widow of Pantaleo (Leo) Avino were invited to unveil the Honour
Board. I believe the following photo epitomises the mood of the occasion.

Honour Board unveiled

Emotional hug after the unveiling

A thank you on behalf of the recipient families was given buy the Hon Josh Wilson.

Hon Josh Wilson
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There was then an adjournment to the Parade Ground, with umbrellas at the ready, for the
Unveiling of the Plaques on the Obelisk.

Denise O'Hara and Joan McGuire unveiling
with assistance from Ian Donaldson

Duncan Warren, Fred Brown and &
Senator Dean Smith preparing to lay flowers

Close up of plaques
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Senator Dean Smith and Hon Josh Wilson

Some of the audience sheltering from the rain.

Lt Col James McMahon DSC DSM &
Capt Wayne Gardiner OAM

Ian Donaldson & Brian Firns

Councillor Hannah Fitzharding &
Senator Dean Smith

Karen and Jeff Murray & Philip Bray
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Genevieve Fergus, Brenton Rossow, Colin Ferguson, Marlene Lawler, Alan Rossow, Wayne McNally,
Jodi Bowman, Bill Spittles, Phil Goulding, Bob McKenna, Olive McKenna

The Honour Board
A recording of the Ceremony was undertaken and is made available at
https://youtu.be/w6r3PUUqVI4. A DVD version can be acquired from the Association for $10.
Senator Dean Smith followed up his presentation by also presenting a speech to the Senate on
Project Recognition. This can be seen at https://youtu.be/pyYtZ9byGUM
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Perth ANZAC Day – 2018

ANZAC Day 2018 was picture perfect

Our coverage on ABC

Gathering at end of march – Left to Right: Patrice Hymus, Brian Firns, Anita & Isabel Colvin, Brian Mead,
Frank Lenane, Mike Venn, Bob McKenna, Ian Donaldson, Leon Griffiths, Michael Crabbe, Fred Brown.
Apologies Peter Bowen (behind the camera) and Chris Dixon.

7.

Editors Notes
a. Facebook Group
For those who have an interest in following the stories of members, a closed Facebook
Group has been set up under the name Royal Australian Survey Corps (RASvy). If you
are on Facebook you will be able to search for the group and put in a request to join –
you’ll never know who you’re likely to find .
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b. WRAAC 70th Anniversary Reunion
This reunion may be of interest to some members and/or readers

c. History of the Argyle Pillar
The following story was provided to the Association some years ago and was rediscovered
whilst searching for our AGM records. The author, Kevin Markey, attended our Project
Recognition and is the nephew of Lionel Markey and is reproduced below.
The Association does not necessarily agree with all the content however believe it is a story of
interest.

THE HISTORY OF THE ARGYLE PILLAR
BY
KEVIN M. MARKEY
15th NOVEMBER 2005

My fascination with the Kimberley region of Western Australia started at an early age
and heartily encouraged by my father, Dick Markey.
During the 1920's my father was a member of several surveying parties to the region.
Each was under the direction of the W.A. Government Lands and Surveys Department
and he always took a camera with him.
Many of these photographs recorded rivers, ranges, rocky outcrops, camp sites, people
of the area, fellow party members and the town of Wyndham. One group of photographs
was different from the rest, being of a monument and often referred to as a 'pillar'. This
'pillars' dimensions were, "six feet square at the base, two feet below ground, tapering
slightly two feet above ground. For a standing platform with a tapered observation pillar
rising a further four feet" and constructed of a sand, metal and cement mixture but not
to the consistency of concrete.
This pillar was constructed in 1927 on the border of Western Australia and the Northern
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Territory. It was the only signpost on the border north of the Trans Australian Railway
to recognise W.A.'s border with an adjoining state until 4th June, 1968 when two concrete
pillars were completed to mark ' Surveyor's Comer' at the junction of the W.A., S.A. and
N.T. borders.
The site selected was located on the Argyle Cattle Station. On one of the photographs it
is referred to as the 'Argyle Pillar' however on many of the others it was just referred to
as 'The Pillar'.
Listed on the back of one of the photographs was the names of the party - Surveyors:W.H.
Brown and T. Cleave, Assistants: Jack Ledden, Dick Markey, George King, Fred Spinks
and Bill Guili. This photograph also stated that the pillar was constructed on the border.
Other photographs showed members of the Durack family who managed and part-owned
the Argyle station at the time. One particular photo showed Mr. 'Patsy' Durack and his
wife, Lilas standing together with their young son, Neal sitting on top of the pillar.
During the 1960's the Ord River was dammed with its official opening in 1972 together
with the creation of Lake Argyle, the world's largest man-made body of water at that
time. Much of the Argyle Station disappeared under the new lake however, the pillar
remains dry.
It was planned that the dam would be used to irrigate the good soil of the Ord River
Valley and while this was being accomplished, a service town was constructed
downstream from the dam called Kununurra. Over the intervening years this town has
developed into not only a viable commercial centre but also the hub of the booming
tourist industry in the east Kimberleys
In 1982, my job took me to Kununurra. During an evening in the hotel beer garden I joined
a group of men including Peter Van Noort from the Lands and Surveys Department,
Maurice Rowley from Aquitaine Minerals and other workers from Argyle
Diamonds. Somehow, the conversation got around to the pillar. Van Noort and Rowley
stated they had both seen it at different times and confirmed it was not covered by the
lake.
I indicated that I would like to see it and gave my reasons. Time did not permit me to be
taken to it and on subsequent visits to the town, work commitments again prevented me
from searching for it. However, sometime after my first visit, Van Noort sent me a
package of material which was well received and all of which I kept for future reference.
It comprised:*

Articles written for and published in the journal, 'Eyepiece' (official organ of the
Institution of Surveyors – WA Division), February 1978 and June 1979 editions by
surveyor, Tom Cleave covering interesting points regarding the pillar's
construction.

*

Photocopies of early survey drawings.

*

A large map produced by the Federal Division of National Mapping in 1973 and
titled, "Newry Location" and showing the position of an ‘Austral Pillar’.
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In May, 2003 I sold my home and moved to new accommodation. Early in 2005 I began
to sort through the personal papers, records and photographs of my late father. Included
were photos of the pillar, together with a cutting from the West Australian newspaper.
It was dated between from late 1927 or early 1928 I would think and described the
construction of a "lonely monument which marks the boundary of the Northern
Territory and Western Australia" and showed a reproduced photograph of the pillar
under construction with five men at work, including my father.
It was at this point that I decided to locate the pillar and travel to see it.
From my personal files I retrieved the Van Noort package sent to me in 1982. I studied the
‘Newry Map’ and soon discovered the ‘Austral Pillar’ some 20 kilometres south, down the
Duncan Road from its junction with the Victoria Highway. To my surprise however, it
was shown located 2.5km east of the border and thus inside the Northern Territory.
I had no doubt that this ' Austral Pillar' was the pillar I sought - I mean, how many pillars
would have been placed in this desolate area?
It was obvious that the survey party had surveyed the boundary on the wrong longitude!
The border is on longitude 129° east but on the map it showed it to be 2.5km or 2,500
metres east which should have been 129° 01' 39" or thereabouts. It shouldn't have
happened – but it had.
Study of the early survey plans from Van Noort showed that the Austral Pillar was
1,206.8 links which converts to 2,427 metres or 2.427km east of the border which again
proved its location to be in the Northern Territory and on the same longitude as shown
on the Newry map.
Further reference to Van Noort's plans showed a measurement point, 'Obelisk' located on
the border.
Another of the plans showed a 'concrete block' supposedly 2' x 2' x 2' and titled, ‘
concrete block’ as well as ‘Austral Pillar’ (- take your pick) with the plan dated July, 1921
and noted, "compiled from information supplied by C.M.Hambridge, Licensed
Surveyor- Survey Department Adelaide".
This was certainly not the pillar I was seeking, nor in fact was it a pillar. I reasoned that
this concrete block was the calculated location on which the actual pillar would later be
constructed, i.e. in 1927.
My next move was to contact a couple of people who knew the area but could find no
one who knew of the pillar's existence, let alone its location!
On June 8, 2005 I emailed the Lands Department at Midland asking if they had a map
showing the location of the Austral Pillar with possibly any tracks or routes leading to
it, off the Duncan road.
The reply I received suggested that I should purchase a pack containing six maps titled,
“Great Desert Tracks” for approximately $80.00
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I then contacted these people by telephone and they located a map which covered this
part of Western Australia titled, "Mt Brooking Area". This map covered the area west of
the border adjacent to the Newry map but gave no indication of the Austral Pillar. I was
however, able to get a close indication of its position in relation to a point in W.A. by
placing the Newry map alongside it. I could not however, identify enough detail to seek
out the Austral Pillar or for an.v, one else to do so.
On June 27 I contacted the W.A. Historical Society to ask if they had a branch at
Kununurra. They advised that they did and that the people to contact were Mr & Mrs
Dickey and gave me their telephone number. On the same day I phoned Mr Carold Dickey
who stated the he did not know of any 'pillar' but would attempt to find out if anyone in
Kununurra did. He agreed that it would be good for local history if it could be located. I
confirmed my discussion in writing and sent copies of some of the information I had
gathered with the promise of more if their interest was genuine.
On July 12 Carold faxed me a letter he had received from a local surveyor, Mr. Warren
F. Johnson F.I.S .suggesting that I contact the Department of Land Information at
Midland to seek the co-ordinates of the pillar and then find someone with a GPS who
would take me to the pillar. Warren advised he was a cadet surveyor during the remapping expedition to the Kimberleys in 1954. He said he knew Dick Markey well and
also that he had found a number of surveyor Tom Cleave's survey points around the
border over the past 50 or so years that he had worked in the area.
If I were to obtain the co-ordinates, I would still need to have a map to which they could
be related - or so I thought. I therefore contacted the Australian Geoscience Division in
Canberra and purchased a further map of the area adjoining Newry and of the same grid
scale titled, 'Argyle Downs’. Again, whilst giving a lot of new information including the
total area covered by Mt. Brooking, it did not assist much. I was however, able to identify
some of the survey points established by surveyor; H.J. Johnston during his expedition
in 1884 and 1885 (refer his biography, "Knights and Theodolites" by F.M. Johnston) and
later used by the survey parties in 1921 and 1927.
Following Warren Johnson's suggestion I decided to contact the Department of Land
Information thinking that their satellite mapping division in Floreat Park may be the place
to get the co-ordinates I required. I asked the person answering the phone if this was so.
He asked me why I wanted a set of co-ordinates and when I told him, his reply was
startling, "I know a little of the history of the Austral Pillar and I have some information
and photographs taken at the time of construction".
He said he would contact the Midland Geodetic Group to get the co-ordinates and let me
have them. We agreed to meet and share the information we both had. His name is
Robert Shaw and he told me that some time previously, his boss had told him to clean
up and throw out a quantity of rubbish. Before doing so though, he had sorted through
it, discovered the pillar material and, with a leaning for W.A. history - saved it! We met
in his office about a week later when he had the co-ordinates. I had not seen some of the
photographs before but others were the ones used by surveyor, Tom Cleave in his articles
in “Eyepiece”.
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Whilst at his office, Robert fed the co-ordinates into their computer ('Google Earth'
website). The location given by the satellite picture had few visible features other than
the Duncan Road, part of Lake Argyle and a 'guess' at a particular river entering the lake.
However. the 'spot' identified as the co-ordinates position indicated that this, in
conjunction with a study of the visible features, was on the same longitude as the map
position of the Austral Pillar, but between one and two kilometres north of the map
position.
At this stage I was satisfied that the Austral Pillar was 2.5km into the N.T. but could not
believe that a surveyor could have been so wrong. Again I referred back to the copies of
the survey plans that Van Noort had sent me. These were of A3 size but were not large
enough to take in the total size of the original drafting plans. One of the plans showed a
mark on the border called 'obelisk' and another note identifying a "sighting cement post"
some 1.5kms south of it also on the border.
One of the other plans showed "post" only in the same position as the obelisk. Again no clear answers.
In August, 2005 I decided to obtain another map, one that lay between Newry and Mt.
Brooking and titled, “Austral Pillar”. I didn’t realise that this map existed as the Newry
map I had was printed in 1973 and at that time, did not show the Austral Pillar map as
existing. However, on obtaining it, it gave me no new information that I could see.
Still in August I emailed Geoscience in Canberra stating that I had purchased their
Austral Pillar map and asked whether they could give me the co-ordinates. Danny
Galbraith replied that the pillar was 2,500 metres east of "a survey station known as the
obelisk" and that there was some confusion in his records. He attached a "Station
Summary" giving much technical data, some co-ordinates and easting and northing grids
but of most interest was a comment, "OBELISK DESTROYED".
He also advised that there was a publication 'yet to be released' giving information on
the borders of the Australian states.
I contacted Danny Galbraith and asked who the author was of this 'yet to be released'
publication? He gave me the name, David Taylor who he believed, was with the N.S.W.
Lands Department and attached to their Sales and Customer section. I faxed the
department seeking to confirm his position and any contact details. They replied
advising he was with their Bathurst office and supplied his fax number.
On August 26 I sent this information to Robert Shaw together with the email from Danny
Galbraith and Robert said he would contact Bob McCarthy of their geodetic section and
pass on Danny's information. I had at least now started the relevant Federal and State
authorities sharing information with each other.
At the same time, I sent a fax to David Taylor including a copy of Danny's email asking
for any information he may have to pass on to me. I have received no reply to date.
So, now we know that the Austral Pillar seems, from all accounts, to exist and that the
obelisk is destroyed. From the station summary we also have confirmation that the
obelisk was on the WA/NT border.
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On August 30, I received an email from a Lindsay Schuiling, a surveyor with the
Geodetic Survey section at Midland advising that he had received the query from me via
Robert Shaw and gave me the co-ordinates for both the obelisk and the Austral Pillar
with two x A4 size photographs attached. The older of these showed a party of five men
around a 2' x 2' x 2' concrete block with loose stones and rocks at its base - identical with
the survey drawings referred to earlier. The co-ordinates engraved in the concrete
showed it to be in the Northern Territory and Lindsay's email identified it as the Austral
Pillar.
The other photograph was a 1996 colour photograph of the pillar constructed and
photographed by my father in 1927. The co-ordinates indicate it is on the border - this is
the one I am searching for.
I spoke to Lindsay and then sent him all the information I had gained together with
copies of my photographs. He in turn sent me all he could gather including the history of
both the Austral Pillar and the obelisk, the history of the State borders along the 129°
longitude east line from sea to sea, plus other more technical papers covering the two
pillars and co ordinates complementing his email.
For me however, the most important document was a copy of a hand-drawn 'mud-map'
of the route to the obelisk which clearly set out the motor vehicle speedometer distances
along the Duncan Road from its junction with the Victoria Highway and the route from
the Duncan Road to the obelisk, this latter distance being approximately 6km.
I have now compared the mud map with the Austral Pillar map and was delighted to
discover that, what appeared as an unidentified faint line was in fact the track to the
obelisk shown on the mud map. Again, a faint line running along the border was
confirmed as a fence which is also shown on the mud map as well as in the colour
photograph.
Also shown on the mud map, as well as the Austral Pillar map was 'Hick's Creek' which
has to be the 'small pleasant stream' mentioned by the surveyor, Tom Cleave in his story
in the June 1979 publication of ‘Eyepiece’.
In relation to Hick's Creek, I would like to believe that this was named after Mr. Hicks,
a surveyor with the Lands and Surveys Department at that time. Although not a member
of the construction party, he was a friend of my father and visited our home on several
occasions when I was quite young. His wife was also a friend of my mother - they met
when they camped out with their husbands during survey work in the southwest of
Western Australia.
The question is.... Who is going to tell the Royal Australian Survey Corps and the Defence
Force in Canberra that their maps are incorrect?
On September 13, I posted all the information to Barbara and Carold Dickey in
Kununurra as members of the Historical Society plan to attempt to locate the obelisk. I
also suggested to them that it be named The Argyle Pillar as this name fits in well with
the local area and was in fact, used on one of the construction photographs.
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On the evening of September 13, I received a call from Wendy Carter, secretary of the
Kununurra Historical Society. She advised that a group of the members planned to look
for the pillar on Sunday - September 25. She also indicated that she would like to be the
contact person at Kununurra and I advised her of the information I had posted that
morning. She said she will let me know how the search for the pillar goes.
As far as the concrete block called the Austral Pillar goes - it was constructed on
recognized and recorded co-ordinates and was in fact, one of the base survey points used
by the survey/construction party in 1927 to determine the border and the location of the
Argyle Pillar. It is recorded as the 'observing platform' in some records.
On Sunday evening, September 25 Wendy advised that a party of eight people in two
vehicles located the Argyle Pillar and then went on to locate the Austral Pillar. She will
send me records of the trip but did say that they left Kununurra at 6.00am and returned
'after dark'.
She said that they had to ' bush bash' along the fence line from the Duncan Road to the
fence line on the border. From there to the pillar was not too bad. The track shown
following the fence from the road to the border was not recognizable as a track. They
then went cross-country and found the Austral Pillar. They took photos along the way
and on reaching the Austral Pillar, posed for a group photograph replicating the one
taken in 1921.
Wendy also advised that the plate identifying Western Australia was still fixed to the
Argyle Pillar but that the Northern Territory plate was missing and queried what the
letters "1" and "B" placed each side of the date [1927] represented.
Lindsay Schuiling advised that the "1" and "B" are actually the numerical figure one (1)
and the alphabetical letter ' B'. This identifies the Kimberley Pillar from the Deakin Pillar
which is marked “1” “A”. He also reported that the N.T. plaque had been reported
missing in 1996.
Having now completed my search for the Argyle Pillar, I wanted to find out more of the
history – why it was built?, why located there? And who was involved in the decision?
The Austral Pillar appeared to be the place to start.
Who were the five men in the photograph taken in 1921?
In Tom Cleave's 'Eyepiece' article (June 1979 edition), he states, "we reached Argyle and
were taken out by Patsy Durack to where the Government astronomer, Curlewis had
built a couple of small cement blocks and observed for longitude a year or so previously.
His observation post was a little over a mile into the Territory".
Could Curlewis be one of the five?
I have previously referred to the Van Noort plans 'compiled by C.M. Hambridge' - could
he be another?
I contacted the current WA. Government astronomer, Dr. James Biggs who advised that
yes Curlewis was one of the five and that two of the others were G.F.Dodwell,
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Government astronomer - Adelaide and Mr. M.P. Durack of Argyle Station (who assisted
the party in 1921 and was a cousin of Patsy Durack who assisted the 1927 party).
One other possibility is a Mr. Duncan, a surveyor from the South Australian firm of
Duncan and Fraser who volunteered as an assistant to the party at Deakin in 1921 prior
to the party’s move to Argyle a couple of months later.
I shall keep trying to firmly establish the remaining two men.
Dr. Biggs gave me a publication, "Astronomy in Western Australia" Vol. 2: 1912-1940
which covers the history of the boundary along longitude 129° east adjoining South
Australia and the Northern Territory.
Following is a brief summary which I hope fills that gap:In 1861, longitude 129° east became the common border between W.A. and S.A. The first
attempt to physically identify the border was in 1866 when South Australian surveyor,
E. Delisser started, he could not 'plant a trig' on the boundary but had 'fixed certain
positions which are near it, on the coast'.
In May 1867, Lieutenant Douglas in the schooner 'Flinders' placed a cairn on the
S.A. /W.A. border at Fowlers Bay and affixed a copper plate, "South Australian
Provincial Marine Survey lat. 31° 41' 0.85” longitude 129 0' 0" east being the boundary
between the provinces of South and Western Australia” Visits by other surveyors and
marine personnel kept amending the readings.
This indecision, together with expanding pastoral activity in both South Australia and
the Kimberley forced the two governments (after 1911 the Northern Territory of South
Australia became the Northern Territory of the Federal government) to recognise the
need for observable points of division - they agreed but did nothing.
In 1907 an agreement was reached to develop the Trans Australian Railway and with
this, the need to define the border where the railway would pass from W.A. to S.A. and
the reverse.
In 1909 W.A. surveyor, R.J. Anketell erected a cairn on this location and in 1920 S.A.
Government astronomer, G.F. Dodwell and S.A. surveyor, C.M. Hambridge erected
three observing pedestals at the Deakin Siding and took astronomical observations to fix
longitude.
In April, 1921 Dodwell and Hambridge again returned to Deakin and undertook an
extensive series of observations and for the first time in Australia, used radio signals to
determine 129° east.
The team then travelled, together with Curlewis, to Wyndham and then on to Argyle
Station and constructed the observing pillar (Austral Pillar) from which longitudinal
observations were carried out to establish 129° east longitude.
In 1926, Surveyor Hambridge returned to Deakin and erected a two metre high concrete
pillar on the border, now known as the Deakin Obelisk.
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In 1927 the W.A. Survey Party erected the obelisk on Argyle Station which is now known
as the Argyle Pillar.
Now, longitude 129° or any other longitude is only a non-observable position identified
only by the time difference from Greenwich (in this case being 8 hours, 36 minutes east
of Greenwich).
In 1922 an agreement was reached between the W.A. and S.A. governments and the
Federal Government (for N.T.) that the border was to be identified definitely and
permanently. A board representing each of the governments was appointed to
implement this which they did at their first meeting in August, 1923. The Board's
decision was that the border was to be fixed on the 129° east meridian at Deakin and
Argyle. They agreed to the erection of both of the obelisks at these locations and more
importantly, that the border would comprise lines north and south through these
observable monuments and not any unseen, continually redefined longitudinal line
subject to improving scientific methods of astronomy. I.E. it would stay fixed and
observable.
Now- to arrange my visit to the Argyle Pillar.

EPILOGUE
On Sunday, 18 June, 2006 together with my sister, Joan McGuire and two members of
the Kununurra Historical Society - Andrew Barker (President) and Barbara Grylls
(Museum Curator), I travelled to the Argyle Pillar and then on to the Austral Pillar. We
used the route taken by the members on Sunday, 25 September, 2005.
The Argyle Pillar was easily recognised and, except for age, was much the same as the
early photos. These is a fence on either side of it, one a relatively new, steel post and barbed
wire on the Northern Territory side. This fence was not in existence when the colour photo
was taken in 1996. The fence on the Western Australia side is an old, wire and timber post
fence - extending no more than 150 metres in length, it is completely ruined and served no
purpose. The distance between the two would be approximately four metres.
The pillar is located near the confluence of Hicks and Bobtail Creeks. It is approximately
100 metres from Bobtail Creek and approximately 300 metres from Hicks Creek and they
join about 400 metres west of the pillar and flow into Lake Argyle.
A well-established tree line follows the creeks with the area surrounding the pillar open
and devoid of trees. There are however, an abundance of seasonal saplings easily
removed or pushed over.
The pillar was completed on Wednesday, 15 June 1927 and after 79 years almost to the
day, it is in relatively good condition. The cement ‘render’ is gradually cracking and
peeling but the cement and stone foundation is 98% intact. The small brass disk in the
centre of the top is still visible.
After spending about an hour at the Argyle Pillar, we followed a G.P.S. bearing to the
Austral Pillar which is some 2.5km away in a south-easterly direction. The route closely
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follows Bobtail Creek and this pillar is located approximately 300 metres from the creek's
bank.
I have described the Austral Pillar in the singular, as have all the records and maps
however, 'it' is in fact two identical concrete blocks some five metres apart. One of them
has two bolts fixed into the top about 20cm apart. When constructed in 1921 as an
observing platform, it would seem that the instruments used needed to be bolted to it so
as to prevent movement and distortion.
Finding both Argyle and Austral has given me a feeling of great satisfaction but this has
been eclipsed by my admiration for the men who built them so many years ago. To have
seen and experienced (albeit from a 4WD vehicle), the conditions under which they
worked and travelled was very humbling.
The country is very rough, totally covered with rocks of all sizes and it appears that the
surrounding hills have crumbled over millions of years of weathering and spread their
original height horizontally.
My admiration extends equally to all the early explorers, surveyors and settlers,
particularly the cattlemen, their stockmen and families who opened up the country. In
1935, Surveyor Hugh Barclay reported on the area, "owing to the particular nature of the
country, the matter of transport assumed far larger proportions than was anticipated and
we had to spend time which we could ill-afford picking tracks through terribly rough
and rocky country. Much of the undulating, black soil country was covered with high
grass concealing great bumps and other sections were covered with loose stones of all
sizes through which we had to pick our way with the greatest care in order to avoid
shaking the trucks to pieces. Low gear was essential, with high running costs".
The twin ' Austral Pillar ' is no longer perpendicular or horizontal. Both are tilted at an
awkward angle as a result of water flow through the area. There is every sign that
Bobtail Creek is wide and strong when in flood during the ‘wet’ season at this point.
The area surrounding the Argyle Pillar also shows clear signs of flowing water, but with
no visible effects on the structure. This is perhaps due to the pillar's dimensions which
include foundations two feet below the surface (refer page 1, paragraph 3). Some believe
the evidence of water flow is due to the rise and fall of Lake Argyle during and after the
'wet' season. For myself, I feel that again, it is Bobtail Creek and probably Hicks Creek
as well during flooding.
Prior to the damming of the Ord River, these creeks would have flowed directly into the
Ord and the flows would have been stronger and faster than now as the flow throughout
the system would not have been impeded by the dam's higher water levels and thus
would not have spread out over the adjoining area to the extent they now do.
I am sure this was the case when the sites for Austral and Argyle were selected.
I don't suppose it matters which opinion prevails but it is hoped both pillars will survive.
As noted previously, the W.A. border with the N.T. and S.A. was to be visibly marked
along the line connecting the Argyle and Deakin Pillars. Further investigations have
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established that two survey parties commenced the marking of the boundary north and
south from the Argyle Pillar some years later.
Between March and November, 1935 Surveyor Hugh Barclay with Assistant Surveyor,
Hyman Spigel and seven men marked 16 miles north of the Argyle Pillar and 87 miles
south. During a similar period in the following year, 1936 Surveyor Barclay and his
Assistant Surveyor; Sydney Stokes and party marked a further 128 miles south.
The boundary line was marked at mile intervals with concrete-filled lengths of
galvanised piping, sunk below the ground's surface after first placing numbered copper
plates on the tubes. Rock cairns were then built over each one.
These numbered mile posts were spaced at varying mileages with cement posts sunk to a
depth that allowed 2’ 6” to be visible above ground. Larger cairns were built on each side
north and south of these cement posts. The last of these at the southern end is recorded as
the 207 mile peg.
I can find no record of further work on the border until 1963 when survey work on the
South Australian - Northern Territory border was carried out. It was discovered that the
survey line north from Deakin to the junction of the W.A., N.T. and S.A. borders and the
line south from the 207 mile peg did not meet but were in fact, 127 metres apart!
Therefore, the border running along the eastern edge of W.A. is not actually one
continuous, straight line. To confirm this, two pillars, 127 metres apart, were erected at
this point on latitude 26o south on 4 June,1968 under the supervision of the SurveyorsGeneral from W.A., N.T. and S.A. This point is now called Surveyor General's Comer.
Andrew Barker is currently compiling a full history of this border saga extending back
over 100 years and he hopes it will be represented by a permanent exhibit at the Historical
Society's Museum in Kununurra.
Whilst researching the history of the Argyle Pillar I often posed the question, "Why was
129° east longitude chosen for the border?"
The answer appears to go back to the original settlement of New South Wales in 1788
when the New Colony was held to include, "the whole of the eastern portion of the
continent". In other words, it was wherever the authorities said it was.
In 1824 a military post was established on Melville Island, just north from what is now
Darwin. The post was transferred to Raffles Bay in 1827 and to Port Essington a few
years later. This latter settlement was abandoned in 1849.
In 1827 New South Wales extended its boundary westward to the 129° meridian and the
portion of Northern Australia subsequently known as the Northern Territory was
included within New South Wales.
The 129° extension permitted the military post, plus other strategic sites to be located
within a recognised area. A glance at a map confirms this thinking.
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The 'Northern Territory' of the state of NSW was annexed to the province of South
Australia in 1863 and was transferred to the Commonwealth on January 1, 1911. With
each transfer, the western border remained the 129° east longitude.
South Australia was proclaimed a British province on December 28, 1836 and was
‘detached’ from NSW with its western boundary established on 1320 east longitude.
It is quite possible that after 1788, NSW's first boundary was in fact 132° and it was
extended from that to 129° in the north however, they did not do the same prior to
handing over to South Australia. It also gives an insight into the lack of knowledge NSW
possessed about its eastern land holdings.
Poor administration by NSW became more apparent when it was discovered that a strip
of land running between 1330 east and 1290 east longitude remained in NSW hands after
the transfer.
Fortunately, this was all sorted out in 1861 when about 200,000 square kilometres was
added to the state of South Australia and its border was firmly fixed on 1290 east
It is all a great story very worthy of preserving.
8.

Annual Luncheon

The President and Committee are most pleased to invite you and your guest to our annual
luncheon to be held on Friday 2nd November 2018 at Chez Pierre Restaurant, 131 Stirling
Hwy, Nedlands. This was our venue in 2017.
A three course business lunch is offered with BYO Wine only (corkage $5/person).
Arrival between midday and 12:30pm commencing with drinks at the bar - the
Association will have a tab (spirits excluded) - then proceeding to the meal at around 1pm.
The venue can cater for up to 30 guests. You are encouraged to book early to avoid
disappointment.
Cost per person is $55 and payment can be made by EFT to BSB 016-268, account no. 4368
17775, name RA Survey Corps Assoc (WA) Inc. Reference your Name or cash/cheque on
the day.
Please RSVP your replies to our Event Coordinator - Deb Zasillo (deb_zed@me.com) by
October 26th

9. History of Association
Whilst researching AGM records – we have a requirement to update our Constitution
so it is compliant with State Legislation – I discovered the minutes of our first AGM
which haven’t previously appeared in West Link and have also necessitated an update
of our Honour Roll.
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These minutes are reproduced as Appendix A

10. Correspondence
If you would like to share a story with your Association colleagues, email or mail the story
to me and it will be included in the next edition of West Link.
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11. The Royal Australian Survey Corps Association (WA) Honour Roll
Year

President

Vice
President

Secretary

1986 -1987

Pat Wood

Nev Cherry

Barry Parker

1987 - 1988

Pat Wood

Nev Cherry

Barry Parker

1988 - 1989

Pat Wood

Barry Parker

1989 - 1990

Barry Parker

Ray Sargeant

1990 - 1991

Don Taylor

Ray Sargeant

1991 - 1992

Don Taylor

1992 - 1993

Ray Sargeant

1993 - 1994

Ray Sargeant

Treasurer
Arthur Henson

West Link
Editor

Committee
Cedric Clutterbuck

Ray Sargeant

Jim Booton

Don Taylor

Cedric Clutterbuck

Ray Sargeant

Jim Booton

Alan Rossow

Alan Rossow

Cedric Clutterbuck

Ray Sargeant

Peter Bowen

Alan Rossow

Alan Rossow

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Peter Bowen

Barry Parker

Barry Parker

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Pat Wood

Ray Sargeant

Barry Parker

Barry Parker

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Leon Griffiths

Pat Wood

Pat Wood

Barry Parker

Barry Parker

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Don Taylor

Mick Venn

Leon Griffiths

Frank Cohen

Barry Parker

Barry Parker

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Phil Bray

Mick Venn

Leon Griffiths

D.Pollard

Jo Mazzarol
Jo Mazzarol
Jo Mazzarol

Cliff Webb

Jo Mazzarol
Jo Mazzarol

1994 - 1995

Ray Sargeant

Frank Cohen

Philip Bray

Philip Bray

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Mick Venn

Leon Griffiths

Pat Wood

1995 - 1996

Ray Sargeant

Frank Cohen

Philip Bray

Philip Bray

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

John Willis

Mick Venn

Leo Clifford

Pat Wood

Barry Parker

1996 - 1997

Ray Sargeant

Frank Cohen

Philip Bray

Philip Bray

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Barry Parker

Mick Venn

Pat Wood

Brian Firns

Barry Parker

1997 - 1998

Ray Sargeant

Frank Cohen

Philip Bray

Philip Bray

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Barry Parker

Mick Venn

Af Til

Brian Firns

Barry Parker

1998 - 1999

Ray Sargeant

Frank Cohen

Philip Bray

Philip Bray

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Barry Parker

Mick Venn

Af Til

Brian Firns

1999 - 2000

Ray Sargeant

Frank Cohen

Philip Bray

Philip Bray

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Barry Parker

Mick Venn

Af Til

Brian Firns

Brian Mead

Barry Parker

2000 - 2001

Ray Sargeant

Frank Cohen

Philip Bray

Philip Bray

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Barry Parker

Mick Venn

Af Til

Brian Firns

Brian Mead

Barry Parker

2001 - 2002

Ray Sargeant

Frank Cohen

Philip Bray

Philip Bray

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Barry Parker

Mick Venn

Af Til

Brian Firns

Brian Mead

Barry Parker

2002 - 2003

Ray Sargeant

Frank Cohen

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Cedric Clutterbuck

Eric Clutterbuck

Barry Parker

Mick Venn

Af Til

Brian Firns

2003 - 2004

Brian Firns

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Clive Craddon

Eric Clutterbuck

Frank Lenane

Leo Clifford

Brian Mead

2004 - 2005

Brian Firns

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Jeff Murray

Eric Clutterbuck

Frank Lenane

Garry Ames

Brian Mead

2005 - 2006

Brian Firns

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Eric Clutterbuck

Philip Bray

Brian Mead

2006 - 2007

Fred Brown

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Kim Johnstone

Brian Firns

Brian Mead

2007 - 2008

Fred Brown

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Kim Johnstone

Brian Firns

Brian Mead

2008 - 2009

Fred Brown

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Kim Johnstone

Brian Firns

Brian Mead

2009 - 2010

Fred Brown

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Kim Johnstone

Clive Craddon

Cliff Webb

Brian Firns

Brian Mead

2010 - 2011

Fred Brown

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Kim Johnstone

Clive Craddon

Cliff Webb

Brian Firns

Brian Mead

2011 - 2012

Fred Brown

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Clive Craddon

2012 - 2013

Fred Brown

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Clive Craddon

Brian Firns
Peter Bowen

Brian Firns

Brian Mead

Clive Craddon

Peter Bowen

Brian Firns

Brian Mead

2013 - 2014

Fred Brown

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Barry Parker

Barry Parker

Brian Mead

2014 - 2015

Fred Brown

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Clive Craddon

Peter Bowen

Brian Firns

Peter Bowen

2015 - 2016

Fred Brown

Mike Venn

Brian Mead

Brian Mead

Clive Craddon

Peter Bowen

Brian Firns

Peter Bowen

Ian Donaldson

Chris Dixon

Mike Venn

Brian Firns

Peter Bowen

2016 - 2017

Fred Brown

Clive Craddon

Peter Bowen

2017 - 2018

Fred Brown

Leon Griffiths

Peter Bowen

Ian Donaldson

Chris Dixon

Clive Craddon

Deb Zasillo

Mike Venn

2018 - 2019

Leon Griffiths

Chris Dixon

Peter Bowen

Ian Donaldson

Frank Lenane

Deb Zasillo

Patrice Hymus

Brian Firns

Peter Bowen
Michael Crabbe

Peter Bowen
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