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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS 
  ASSOCIATION 
       Queensland Branch 

     BULLETIN              
PO Box 5784 Stafford Heights 4053  

   Website:  www.rasurvey.org 
 
 

MID-YEAR EDITION – No 57 JUNE  2014 
 

 CALENDAR 2014  
 
28 June (Saturday) Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner at the United Service Club. 
4 Sept (Saturday – date to be confirmed) Annual Reunion and AGM at the Kilcoy RSL. 
November (TBA)  Derek Chambers Award presentation. 
 
Other functions may be advised later, e.g. BBQ – most likely at the Gees in August. 

 

 

OUR NEXT FUNCTION: The Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner celebrating the 99th Anniversary of 
the formation of the Royal Australian Survey Corps. 
When: Saturday (yes- Saturday) 28 June 2014 
Where: The United Service Club, 183 Wickham Terrace Brisbane in the Royal Room. 
Time: 7.00pm for 7.30pm. 
Cost: $60.00 per head for three course cordon bleu dinner including beverages. The event is 
subsidised by our Association sponsor.  
Maximum seating – 30 persons. 
Dress: Men – Lounge suit; Ladies – After five. Miniatures may be worn. 
RSVP Sec Greg Knight (PH Mob 04 1432 1827) by Friday 21st June. This is a premier event in our 
Association calendar. Run on semi formal lines the port is passed in the traditional manner. This event 
is always great fun – ask anyone who has previously attended. Attendees may book an overnight room 
at the United Service Club if they would prefer not to drive home afterwards but being a Saturday book 
asap.. 
 
 

POST OUT OF BULLETIN 
Post out of Bulletin will continue to those members who are not connected to the internet and cannot 
access our website. For those with internet access email advice will be sent that the latest Bulletin has 
been entered onto our website – www.rasurvey.org, – a good opportunity to check out our website and 

see what the other state associations are up to. An outline of recent other state association publications 
is at the end of this Bulletin. 
WEBSITE: Note: To access our website simply type on a blank page our website address www.rasurvey.org  then 
control click. If you cannot remember our website address Google Royal Australian Survey Corps but preferably the 
former. 

 
 

OUR HISTORY PROJECT – WHAT DID WE DO, 1946 – 1996? 
Our ‘What Did We Do’ project remains open for further contributions. Have a look and see if you can fill 
a few of the gaps. Email your contribution direct to Bob Skitch bob@skitch.me or enter your data on our 
website – www.rasurvey.org . 

 
 

http://www.rasurvey.org/
http://www.rasurvey.org/
http://www.rasurvey.org/
mailto:bob@skitch.me
http://www.rasurvey.org/


2 

 

 
 

COMMITTEE 
 
Patron 

 
Lieutenant Colonel  

 
E.U. Anderson MBE 

 
Ph 3408 9179 

    
EXECUTIVE    
President 
 
Vice President & 
Web Site Mgr 

Alex Cairney 
 
Kym Weston 

Ph 3397 7583 
 
Ph 5313 7975     
Mob 0438 172 127 

email pres.qld@rasurvey.org   
          cairneyalex@gmail.com  

emaill: kym@westonsweb.com 

 

Secretary 
 
Treasurer 
Asst Sec/ Treas 

Greg Knight 
 
Ross Smithwick 
Barry Lutwyche, OAM 

Mob 041 432 1827 
 
Ph 3356 5786 
Ph 3264 2191 

email: sec.qld@rasurvey.org 
           greg.knight@gadgetkings.com   
email  rdsmithwick@ozemail.com.au 
email: barrylutwyche@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEE    

Past President Peter Bates-Brownsword Ph 3289 7001  
Mob 040 789 7001  

email: petenbarb@dovenetq.net.au 

Bulletin Editor & 
Historian 

Bob Skitch   Ph 3350 1550 Brisbane 
or 5438 0550 Caloundra 

email: bob@skitch.me 

    

1 TOPO SVY 
SQN 

   

Squadron OC Major Stephen Wright   

Squadron SSM WO1 Diana Soutar Ph 3332 7564  
Mob 043 817 5977 

email:diana.soutar@defence.gov.au 

 
Note: Refer Veteran’s Affairs matters to Peter Bates-Brownsword and Barry Lutwyche 

 
NOTICES 

 

BERETS – BERETS – BERETS 
Our stocks of our ever popular beret are now nearly depleted. However, stocks are held at Christie’s in 
Sydney. Be distinctive in the RA Survey Association headdress. Contact Alex Cairney email 
alex.cairney@hotmail.com  
Note: Christies can be contacted as follows:  

Unit 4D; 1-7 Unwin Bridge Rd, St Peters, NSW 2044. Phone 02 9519 0784 

 

RA SURVEY HISTORY by Dr Chris Coulthard Clarke – Copies are still available. Contact Secretary 
Greg Knight for details. 

 

MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA 
Copies may be purchased from the Ex-Fortuna Survey Association (PO Box 865 Bendigo 3552) at 
$60.00 plus postage of $11.50 which includes cost of a padded postal bag.  

. 

VIETNAM – A TECHNICAL TOUR by Bob McMillan-Kay.  
Copies can be obtained from Bob McMillan-Kay at a cost of $36.00 including postage. We commend 
this highly successful book of Bob’s Vietnam experience. Bob’s address is 14 March Lane, 
Maryborough, Qld, 4650. 
 

 

ASSOCIATION TIE or SCARF & BADGE 
Cost of tie or scarf is $ 25.00 plus postage. Association badges are still available from the Queensland 
Association. Place your order with Secretary Greg Knight. 

 
 

mailto:pres.qld@rasurvey.org
mailto:cairneyalex@gmail.com
mailto:kym@westonsweb.com
mailto:sec.qld@rasurvey.org
mailto:greg.knight@gadgetkings.com
mailto:rdsmithwick@ozemail.com.au
mailto:barrylutwyche@hotmail.com
mailto:petenbarb@dovenetq.net.au
mailto:bob@skitch.me
mailto:diana.soutar@defence.gov.au
mailto:alex.cairney@hotmail.com
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ANZAC DAY 2013 – report by Bob Skitch and Barry Lutwyche 

 

    
Photo 1 – President Alex Cairney leading his troops. 
Photo 2 – Purple berets L to R are: Michael Duniam, LVJ in wheelchair, Brian Cosford, Michael Kinkead, Ian Hutchings 
(largely obscured), Dave O'Shannessy (white shirt) and Bruce Bowers with red-headed grandson, Brock. The 
surrounding "suits" are serving 1 Topo Svy Sqn or 6ESR soldiers, not sure which but I believe all were geospatial 
techs who have been cross-trained as engineering surveyors and have now chosen to stay in that career employment 
with RAE. …Barry 

Further photos at rear of Bulletin 

 
I was not able to attend the Dawn Service at 2CER Enoggera this year – it was all a little confused with 
1 Topo moving out of Engineers (but leaving their survey personnel behind) and into the 1st Intelligence 
Battalion (the first ever I think) but still at Enoggera. Pre-arrangements made for the placement of our 
Association wreath on the 2CER memorial were accepted and the wreath was placed by our President 
Alex Cairney. Also attending was Jim Beard and John Gilbert. Following the wreath laying Alex headed 
to I Topo which held their own Dawn Service under the banner of 1 Int Bn but it was over and a BBQ 
breakfast in the Murray Club was in progress. Altogether it seems to have been a bit of a shemozzle. 
 
The city march was certainly not a shemozzle – as always it went very well. We had seventeen 
Association members and eleven 1 Topo/ESR personnel in their best black suits looking very smart 
indeed in the marching contingent led by President Alex in a wheel chair pushed by Barry Lutwyche (a 
1 Topo sapper was at hand to take over if necessary). The ‘uniformed escort’ from 1 Topo were banner 
bearers and carried the ‘great theodolite’ (Barry Lutwyche’s terminology). The day was fine and sunny 
and the Brisbane crowd was huge, several deep all the way down Ann Street’ on the overhead bridges 
spanning Ann Street at Anzac Park and around the saluting dais fronting Ann Street in King George 
Square. Queensland State Governor Ms Penny Wenesley very graciously took the salute. LVJ feels 
sure she gave him a special wave. Bob Skitch was left marker and returned her acknowledgement with 
a very snappy salute. 
 
Following the city march we made our way by various means to the Alderley Arms Hotel  where the bar 
opened at 1300 with quite a feast of well prepared sandwiches and hot savory nibbles.  
 
Barry has very diligently supplied me with listings of all those who took part… 
 
Uniformed Escort 
SGT Troy Peall      Great Theodolite Bearer        
CPL Shane Greentree     Banner Party 
SPR Michael Dudgeon    Banner Party 
SPR Michael Raymont    Banner Party 
  
 

Association Members 
Bruce Bowers (and grandson Brock) 
Phil Brookes (ex ASR Chief Clerk) 
Alex Cairney 
Brian Cosford 
Michael Duniam (from Gympie) 
Dave Ellwood 
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Association Members (continued) 
Ian Fitzgerald 
Jim Gill 
Ian Hutchings 
Michael Kinkead 
Barry Lutwyche 
Dave O'Shannessy 
Tod Reynolds 
Bob Skitch 
LVJ Smith 
Michael Smith 
Alan Wilkins 
  
 
 

Serving Members (majority are RAE Engineering 
Surveyors formerly belonging to 1 Topo Svy Sqn) 
 
Thomas Allison 
Kara Champion 
Scott Champion 
Stewart Cox 
Kelly Hall 
Mohammed "Johnny"Moore 
Daniel Pidcock 
Bradley Smart 
Mick Snelders 
Sebastian Viah 
Matthew Van-Rees-Hoets 
  

Non-marchers were John"Jim" Beard, Greg Knight, Terry McIntyre, Ross Smithwick and Douglas "Butch" Winterflood (from 
Proserpine) some who caught up with us before the march and all later at the Alderley Arms as did some wives and a late 
appearance by WO1 Diana Soutar, SSM 1 Topo Svy Sqn. 
 

The Association records here our sincere thanks to Squadron OC Major Stephen Wright and SSM WO1 
Diana Soutar for the truly great support they gave to the Association for our City Anzac Day march and 
also to the well dressed young surveyors who greatly swelled the ranks of our marching contingent. 
 
 

CPL ASHLEY BURT LEADERSHIP AWARD 
 

Ed: In our last Bulletin I reported the occasion of awarding of our Association award for Esprit de Corps 
to Cpl Terry Tucker and also the Squadron initiated Corporal Ashley Burt Leadership Award to Corporal 
Stephen Neate.. I did not have a photo of Stephen to accompany the report – he was absent on duty – 
so here it is, kindly provided by SSM WO1 Diana Soutar. Also I repeat the Squadron Citation. 
Our Association congratulations go to Corporal Neate. 

 

 
Cpl Neate next to the Squadron honour board 
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CPL Neate 
Cpl Neate has provided excellent leadership this year in every role he has undertaken. From the office tasks of 
data management, to the role of detachment IC on deployment, he has been professional in every aspect of his 
work. 
Cpl Neate has shown a strong belief in the army culture of building a team, and supporting every member of the 
team. He has provided sound technical advice to subordinates and superiors alike, and has gone out of his way to 
resolve weaknesses in subordinates. He has volunteered for unwanted tasks, even when it was to the detriment 
of himself and his family, always putting the Army needs above his own desires.   
Throughout 2013, CPL Neate has set himself high standards to achieve in every facet of his soldiering, and he 
has consistently met that standard. He is a role model to everyone in his workplace. 
 

100TH ANIVERSARY OF THE FORMATION OF THE AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS 
from April issues of ACT Newsletter and Magna Carto 

 
Canberra update - by Rob McHenry 
 
Planning is well under way to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Corps.  

• Approval has been granted to conduct a wreath laying ceremony at the Australian War Memorial 
(AWM) on Wednesday 1 July 2015 at 11am in the Western Courtyard adjacent to the Survey 
Corps plaque. Further information will be provided once details of the dignitaries and other high 
level representatives/guests have been finalised in conjunction with the AWM. A photographer 
will be provided. 

 
• Approval has been granted by the National Library of Australia (NLA) to hold an afternoon 

reception on 1st July. Subsequent to the disbanding of the Corps in 1996, the NLA became the 
primary national repository of RASvy mapping. In conjunction with the very helpful staff at the 
NLA, access to and display of relevant Corps historical mapping, records and production 
information will be provided. It should be noted that this activity is a work in progress and is 
subject to acquiring successful sponsorship for catering.  

  
• A well established, centrally positioned Canberra restaurant has been identified and tentatively 

booked for the evening of the 1st July. The plan is to provide a three courses (alternate plate) 
dinner including drinks and to keep pricing below $100 per head. A noted guest speaker with a 
significant connection to the Corps has accepted our invitation to attend.  

 
• Around mid-year, I will be seeking an initial commitment to attend the dinner so that the booking 

can be confirmed. Later on in the year, I will provide details of payment options. Obviously, the 
restaurant is not prepared to hold a total booking for any particular night without a deposit. At the 
moment planning is progressing on the basis that there is adequate interest from members 
across Australia and in some cases, overseas. 

 
Noting that the Corps has been disbanded for 18 years and that none of us grow younger, I believe the 
100th anniversary since the Corp's inception realistically represents a 'last hurrah' opportunity to 
celebrate what was a world-class, technologically innovative military organisation. I look forward to 
sharing a red or two with as many old mates as possible. 
 
Bendigo update – by Gary Warnest 

 
The Ex Fortuna Survey Association now 
announces the release for sale of their 100th 
Anniversary Cap. Caps can be ordered through 
the secretary and payment can be made by 
direct deposit with the details at the end of the 
newsletter. Caps are $15 ea plus postage. 
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I am now able to confirm the following Ex Fortuna Survey Assoc activities for the 100th Anniversary of 
the Survey Corps to be held in Bendigo 2015. 
 

 Wednesday 1 July 2015 - Canberra 1100hrs Wreath Laying at Australian War Memorial, 
afternoon display at the National Library Canberra followed by an evening function. 

 
 Friday 3 July 2015 – Evening arrival Bendigo RSL Bistro Meal own arrangements. 

 
 Saturday 4 July 2015 – 1030hrs Civic Reception Bendigo town hall (400?) Corps Banners, 

Medals, Main Group photo taken, Mayoral address. Survey Corps Memorabilia available. 

 
 Saturday 4 July 2015 – 1900hrs Main Function All Seasons Function Centre Bendigo (400? plus 

official guests) Corps Director guest Speaker. Partially subsidised two course meal and drinks 
on arrival. Other drinks own arrangements. Limited Survey technical and historical displays. 
Slide show. 

 
 Sunday 5 July 2015 – 1200hrs BBQ Lunch Goldmines Hotel Bendigo and gardens. Limited cost. 

 
 Sunday 5 July 2015 – 1500hrs Commemorative Service, Unveiling of Survey Story Board and 

brass plaque at Memorial Cairn Fortuna Villa. Photo opportunities. Cutting of the cake and 
afternoon tea provided. 

 
This is our big opportunity to celebrate and acknowledge the Royal Australian Survey Corps 
achievements and the contribution that we and those that came before us made. The 100th Anniversary 
is a significant milestone and it needs to be appropriately recognised. These celebrations are open to all 
past members, families and friends of the Corps and your attendance is encouraged and welcome. 
Considering a number of logical factors, it is highly likely that this will be the Last Big Survey Corps 
gathering, so you are advised to make the most of this opportunity. 
  
A visitors/attendance book will be circulating throughout the weekend among other planned activities to 
make this a memorable reunion. Accommodation in various forms will be available through the Bendigo 
Tourist information centre with discounts at the All Seasons Function Centre, more to follow. We will be 
circulating an attendance sheet with costing a little closer to the date, so the purpose of this is just to 
inform you of the events so that you can reserve the spot in your diary or calendar. Indications of 
attendance and prepayments will be requested closer to the event. For the Civic Reception I ask that all 
attendees wear medals and Survey Corps attire and if possible the banners of all kindred Survey 
Associations be represented. I am hoping that the 2/1 Banner may also be in attendance. This is 
planned as the main official photographic record of the 100th Anniversary both inside and outside the 
town hall. Smaller group photos with the Mayor will also be possible on the day. 
 
 

A STORY OF EXCHANGE APPOINTMENTS WITH  ROYAL ENGINEERS 

 
Ed: Many of our officers and warrant officers served with the Royal Engineers Survey Service at Barton Stacey 
UK over the years with their exchange equivalents serving in the various units of RA Survey. Many long term on-
going friendships were made as a result of these exchanges. The first one I recall at the Australian end was 
Captain Tony Bomford, son of the doyen of British military surveyors, Brigadier Bomford of ‘Bomford’s Geodesy’ 
fame. That was in 1958. Tony Bomford subsequently came to Australia to become Director of the Division 
National Mapping. Similarly, many of those British exchange officers who served with RA Survey went on to 
outstanding careers on return to UK both within the army and in the civilian service. Recently a ‘back to Barton 
Stacey event took place ant two of our exchange stalwarts returned to take part. They were Peter Bates-
Brownsword and Tony Gee, accompanied by their wives Barbara and Loretta. The following story is by Alan 
Gordon who knew them well during the time of their exchange – 1980 to 1982. I think (I may be wrong) that long 
term two year accompanied exchanges came to an end towards the end of the 1980s. Of course they were with 
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not only UK but also the US and for a while Canada. Exercise ‘Long Look’ took over, a much shorter 
unaccompanied exchange. 

 

Not One But Two Aussies Back At Barton Stacey….Alan Gordon  
Some weeks ago my phone showed that I had a voicemail and when I listened to it I was amazed to be 
greeted by a strong Australian accent…it was Peter Bates-Brownsword, Aussie exchange officer to 19 
Squadron 1980 to 1982, ringing from Queensland. He was going to visit UK and would like to meet up 
with those he served with at Barton Stacey.   

I discovered a photograph of 19 
Squadron officers and SNCOs of that 
time and after many emails and phone 
calls I found that some of them seemed 
to have disappeared, some were still in 
gainful employment, one was putting up 
with the weather in Thailand, one was 
having his second hip replacement, 
Duncan Jacobs was living in France 
near the exquisitely named town of 
Condom and those that could were very 
happy to meet up for lunch. 
On the 24th of April Peter Wood and I 
met Peter and Barbara off the train at 
Winchester and took them to the Swan 
at Barton Stacey, pausing en route to 
wander onto the vast and now deserted 
parade square at A Camp. On entering 
the pub there was an amazing surprise; 
a broad Australian accent welcomed us 
and there was Tony Gee, the Australian 
exchange SNCO to 19 Squadron from 

1981 to 1983! It transpired that he and Loretta were staying with KC Augustus at his home in France 
when a couple of days earlier they had found out about Peter B-B’s visit and decided to drive over and 
surprise us – and a surprise it was. 
Geoff Eddy, Gramps Parr, Fergus Brazier and 
Colin Gray made up the party and soon 
conversations stretched way beyond 19 
Squadron as Peter, Geoff and KC all had fond 
memories of their exotic holidays ‘down under’ 
or, ‘Long Look’, as it was officially known! Peter 
had perfect recall of his two years with 19 
Squadron including long forgotten moments 
such as underdogs Air Survey Troop 
unexpectedly winning the Nesscliffe Camp 
Regimental competition and the legendary inter 
Squadron heavy weight boxing match between 
John ‘Piggy’ Knight and Alan Ogden. 
 
The reminiscing continued apace until the 
landlord called time but even then the chat 
carried on in the car park.  Late afternoon saw 
the Bates-Brownswords off on the train back to 
their son in Oxford and memories of 19 
Squadron were put to rest once more.     
     Alan Gordon 

 
Bruce Sinclair Bill Shay Jock Campbell (MT) Dave Morris Titch Barwood 
(Sigs) Mick Hodge John Dowsett 
Pete Redfern Pete Cooley John Siddell Dutch Holland Alan Whittle (REME) 
Chris Martin Dave Griffin Ian Thurgate 
Geoff Eddy Alan Gordon Steve Sykes Mike Stanbridge Peter Bates-
Brownsword Duncan Jacobs Tony Gee 

 

 

Barbara B-B, Peter Wood, KC Augustus, Tony Gee, Fergus 
Brazier, Colin Gray, Gramps Parr, Alan Gordon, Peter B-B. 
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HOW FORTUNA CAME TO BE CHOSEN – Major Bill Sarll – as told to Bob Skitch in 1978 

 
Ed: Leafing through a folder of memorabilia I found an old folio dated 1978. It relates to a visit to 
Fortuna by the first Commanding Officer of the then Army Headquarters Cartographic Company in 
1942. It reads..... 
 
On the 8th December 1978 Major Bill Sarll and his wife Ivy visited the Army Survey Regiment on the 
occasion of the Officers Mess Christmas Party. Bill maintains remarkable fitness in his 80th year and his 
outgoing and commanding personality is as unchanged as ever. Ivy displayed a warmth and charm 
which endeared her to all who met her on that evening. Also present was Captain Jack Cullen now 86 
and living locally in Bendigo who served as adjutant under Bill’s command during World War II. Bill and 
Ivy live at Silver Glades in Monbulk Victoria. It was a memorable evening with Bill and Jack recounting 
many tales of their experiences at Fortuna during the war. 
 
Bill Sarll recounted the interesting story of how Fortuna came to be chosen as the location of the Land 
Headquarters Cartographic Company in 1942, afterwards the Army Survey Regiment.  
 
The AHQ Cartographic Company under the command of Major Bill Sarll was located in Latrobe Street 
Melbourne in 1941. At that time all map printing was carried out by civilian printers in the Melbourne 
area. This was not entirely satisfactory since deadlines were rarely met and the printers themselves 
faced major problems with wartime shortages in manpower and material. It was decided that the Army 
would develop its own map printing facility and Bill was given the task of finding a suitable location for 
the unit away from the Melbourne metropolitan area. He was told to avoid the Melbourne – Sydney axis 
of the Hume Highway and the centres of major military concentration at Puckapunyal, Seymour and 
Albury/Wodonga. 
 
 He chose to investigate the next major axis from Melbourne, that containing the Calder Highway 
through Kyneton and Bendigo. With a small staff he inspected a building at Keilor out of Melbourne and 
found that to be unsuitable and then an old flour mill at Kyneton which was also unsuitable. He finally 
came to Bendigo and stayed overnight at the City Family Hotel. Having a drink at the bar he asked the 
proprietor whether he might be aware of any significant disused building that could be suitable for a 
military installation.. He was advised to take the tour of Fortuna, the old Lansell mansion then open to 
the public for inspection. Bill and his officers paid their sixpence and toured Fortuna. As they did so they 
realised that the old home was ideal for their requirement. There was considerable dilapidation but this 
could be repaired. 
 Bill reported back to his superior authority and the decision was taken to acquire the property. A lease 
was negotiated in February 1942 from the owner at the time and an ‘army’ of artisans moved in to 
renovate and refurbish the buildings. The old battery was concrete floored and one wall rebuilt to 
become the printing room, which it remains today. Various other red brick walls were rebuilt. The re-
named Land Headquarters Cartographic Company moved into Fortuna in May 1942 with printing 
equipment requisitioned or otherwise acquired from the printing industry of Melbourne.  
 
Thus commenced the long association of the LHQ Cartographic Company to become again the AHQ 
Cartographic Company, the AHQ Survey Regiment and now the Army Survey Regiment with Fortuna 
and Bendigo. 
It is a proud story for Bill Sarll and a record of a proud achievement. 
 
PS.Jack Cullen tells how during the quieter years of the immediate post war period Bill used to 
summons him to go fishing on some afternoons. Jack of course being a very conscientious officer felt 
disinclined to be away from his office but Bill used to prevail very strongly so Jack allowed himself to be 
led astray. 
Bill’s recollection of the incidents is quite the opposite to Jack’s. Bill suggests that it was Jack who did 
the leading astray. 
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PERSONALIA – and other Jottings 

 
Gary Hunter is now in Zimbabwe based at Bulawayo. Gary has sent his first newsletter from 
Zimbabwe. As always it is a fascinating read with great photos. Gary is happy for me to send it on to 
anyone in our Association who is interested in reading it. Just let me know. Here is the opening para of 
his newsletter… 

‘Greetings from Zimbabwe! I’ve been here for about 10 days now as a Geographic Information Systems 

(GIS) Specialist on the joint Australia‐Germany Urban Water and Sanitation Project. I’m based in 

Bulawayo, about 400km south of the capital of Harare, for the next six months – with a possible 
six‐month extension subject to funding. I work with the Bulawayo City Council as an advisor to the GIS 

Section to help extend its operations across all Departments in the Council’. 
   
Bill Boyd has acquired a new camera and is specializing in taking photos of birds in flight. It requires 
patience and ingenuity. Here is a sample… 

 
 
I asked Bill when did he first take an interest in birds? 
He replied….. 
 
‘When I was about thirteen or fourteen I developed a 
big interest in “birds” and I ended up marrying one!’ 
 
That’s our Bill…Ed 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peter Jensen has prepared the 5th and presumably final draft of the Survey Nominal Roll It is a project 
that Peter has worked on for some years, reflecting a remarkable amount of dedication and 
commitment. Peter emails…. 
Attached is my 5th draft of the Survey Corps nominal roll which I now ask you to send on to your 
members.  The document is self explanatory, and I do ask for comment by end-2014 such that I will get 

those comments into the document for publishing on the Association website before 1 July 2015.  
Ed: I can forward Peter’s nominal roll to any who may be interested….Bob 
 
Jeff Lambert (those of my vintage would know Jeff – WO2 Instructor at SMS in early 1960s and author 
extraordinaire) has researched his ancestry to find that his great, great grandmother came to Australia 
on the First Fleet. She had a remarkable long and full life and survived incredible hardship. She 
produced many progeny that have spread to all parts of Australia. Jeff has researched and written her 
story. It is called ‘Involuntary Pioneers’ and the title says a lot. I am sure Jeff would be happy to email a 
copy to any of our Association members should they wish to read it. It is not very long and well 
illustrated. 
 
Faces of the Corps – a 100th Anniversary project by John Mobbs (Canberra Association) 
John Mobbs is creating a collection of photographs to show during the 100th Anniversary as a rolling 
presentation with the title ‘Faces of the Corps’. The idea is to get a photo of as many Corps members 
as possible. John says – ‘To date, response has been less than stellar so I urge members to check out 
their Corps people photos and send them to John Mobbs for collation. My thanks to the 20 contributors 
who have provided about 250 faces so far. I'm sure everyone has at least one photo of themselves or 
some fellow Corps members that they can provide. Please don't leave it up to others if you can 
contribute. There is much work required to identify many of the people in the photos and try to sort them 
into a presentation so it would be helpful if images could be provided sooner rather than later’.  
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John Mobbs contact details are: email: jdmhome@iinet.net.au Ph: 02 4471 1322, Mob: 0404 820 776  
 

FROM THE OTHER RASVY CORPS ASSOCIATIONS 

 
Canberra Association Newsletter – Feb 2014 

 Faces of the Corps – a project by John Mobbs (see Personalia item this Bulletin 

 Update – 100
th
 Anniversary RASVY – Canberra 

 DFRDBF Indexation 

 Commemorative Plaque –Survey Corps Units 

 100 years of surveying – Survey sect RAE (Permanent) in 1914 by Peter Jensen. (early history of military 
survey before 1915) 

 Vale Frank Thorogood – recollection by Rob Mc Henry 

 Photo Gallery – old photos from Danny Galbraith 
 –  April 2014 

 Faces of the Corps – a project by John Mobbs 

 Survey Corps Nominal Roll – 5
th
 draft – Peter Jensen 

 Survey Enlistment and Recruit Training 1959 – Don Swiney 

 Pulau Wakde (Wakde Island) – Don Swiney. Maps and great photos 

 100
th
 Anniversary – Bendigo 

 Vale – Peter Saunders, Frank Thorogood, Tony Jones 
 
South Australia Association Newsletter – September 2013 

 Anzac Day 2013 

 Fishing on the Darling with George Timmins and John Phillips 

 Touring the Queen’s Highway – Effie and Roger Rees 

 Invitation to visit Pam and John Harrison 

 Vale – Wally Mooney, Percy Long, George Graham 

 Anzac day Reunion 

 AGM 

 Corps Birthday 2013 

 Corps 100
th
 Birthday celebrations 

 Why are there 24 hours in a day – blame it on the Egyptians 

 Balcombe barracks commemoration. 
 
Magna Carto – April 2014 

 Fortuna Renovations Commence 

 Vale – Peter Henry Saunders, George Graham, WO1 Ken Johnson OAM, MM 

 DFRDB Indexation 

 Photo Album 

 Cambrian Hotel 

 Retirement – Bob Rogister 

 100 Anniversary RASVY - Bendigo 

 Faces of the Corps 

 Anzac Day 2014 – 3 Aust Fd Svy Coy AIF 

 Anzac Day 2014 Bendigo 

 Reunion at Goldmines Hotel 

 Review – Brief History of the Australian Army 
 
NSW Association – lost from website 
 
Western Australia (Westlink) Nothing since Dec 2011 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jdmhome@iinet.net.au
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ANZAC DAY 2014 City Parade 

 

 
Our banner with banner bearers Spr Michael Dudgeon 

& Spr Michael Raymont 

 

 
Sgt Troy Peall 

 

 
 Michael Kinkead and lady, Brian Cosford. Bruce 

Bowers 

 

 
Our President Alex Cairney about to lead our 

contingent 

 
Those I can recognise – Barry Lutwyche, Jim Gill, Ian 

Fitzgerald. I Topo members in the background 
 

 
Waiting in the FUP 1 Topo members incl Mohammed 

(Johnny) Moore 



12 

 

 
LVJ (Les) Smith and son Michael 

 

 
Cpl Shane Greentree, Bob Skitch, Sgt Troy Peall 

 
In the dispersal area – after a long and tiring march (at 

least for some of us – Michael Kinkeade, Terry 
McIntire, Alex Cairney, Barry Lutwyche, Jim Gill, 

Michael Duniam, Brian Cosford 
 

 
In the dispersal area – Largely as above with a few 

‘suits’ from 1Topo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANZAC DAY IN THE OTHER STATES 

 

 
WA – Fred Brown, Brian Mead, Brian Firns in white jacket, Leon Griffiths 
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Canberra marchers L to R: Kev Kennedy, Dave McLachlan, John Bullen, Len Kemp, Charlie Watson, Kevin Miles,  
David Miles, Steve Cooper, Noel Ticehurst, Peter Ralston. Peter Jensen, Patrick Justin, Daryn  

Radford. 

 

 
South Australia – a good roll-up! 


