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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS 
  ASSOCIATION 
       Queensland Branch 

     BULLETIN              
PO Box 5784 Stafford Heights 4053  

   Website:  www.rasurvey.org 
 
 

REUNION & AGM EDITION – No 46 AUGUST  2011 
 

 CALENDAR 2011 (outline) 
3 Sept (Saturday) Annual Reunion and AGM at the Alderley Arms Hotel. 
November (TBA) Derek Chambers Award Presentation – at the Murray Bar of 1 Topo. Note: the 
Mapmakers Dinner hosted by 1 Topo will not take place this year. 
 
Other functions may be advised later, e.g. BBQ sometime. Any volunteers? 

 

 

OUR NEXT FUNCTION: - the Annual Reunion and General Meeting at the Alderley Arms Hotel on 
Saturday 3rd September commencing 1200h for pre-dinners then 1230h lunch at the modest cost of 
$25.00 ph. As the saying goes – ‘a good meeting is a brief one’ and our AGM is always brief. Lots of 
time for convivial fellowship and yarning around in a very layback venue. The Annual Reunion has been 
the traditional get-together of our Association since soon after WW2 and although the ranks of our 
WW2 veterans have thinned to just a few, it is a tradition we like to keep going. Plenty of parking at the 
rear of the hotel for those who need it. RSVP Barry Lutwyche Friday 26 August 2011. 
 

POST OUT OF BULLETIN 
Our post-out by email continues with only about twenty members requiring hard copy. Keep in mind if 
you require hard copy let Secretary Barry know and hard copy will be sent. 
 
CHRISTMAS EDITION  
Your Bulletin Editor departs for UK on 26 November to return to the sunny clime of Queensland in mid-
January. Hence it is very unlikely that there will be an end of year Bulletin unless in being confined to 
barracks in freezing London he can find little else to do. But that is unlikely. So to you all from Bulletin 
Editor Bob – have a great Christmas. See you in the New Year. 
 
OUR WEB SITE – www.rasurvey.org is undergoing an extensive re-vamp undertaken by Greg Knight. 
Greg has some extraordinary skills in this direction and is applying them to our website. Have a look 
and you will see some format changes that are already in place but keep in mind that it is still a ‘work in 
progress’. 
 
OUR HISTORY PROJECT – WHAT DID WE DO, 1946 – 1996? 
Our ‘What Did We Do’ project remains open for further contributions. Have a look and see if you can fill 
a few of the gaps. Email your contribution direct to Bob Skitch bob@skitch.me or enter your data on our 
website – www.rasurvey.org.  
 
 
 
 
The Royal Australian Survey Corps Association (Queensland) acknowledges the generous sponsorship and support 
of RPS Group 

 
 

http://www.rasurvey.org/
http://www.rasurvey.org/
mailto:bob@skitch.me
http://www.rasurvey.org/
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COMMITTEE 
Patron Lieutenant Colonel  EU Anderson MBE Ph 3408 9179 
    
EXECUTIVE    
    
President Alex Cairney Ph 3397 7583 email: alex.cairney@hotmail.com 
Past President Peter Bates-

Brownsword 
Ph 3289 7001  
Mob 040 789 7001   

email: petenbarb@dovenetq.net.au 

Secretary Barry Lutwyche, OAM Ph 3264 2191 email: rasvy_qld@yahoo.com.au 
         sec.qld@rasurvey.org 

Treasurer Ross Smithwick Ph 3356 5786 email: rdsmithwick@ozemail.com.au 
    
COMMITTEE    
    
Bulletin Editor & 
Historian 

Bob Skitch   Ph 3350 1550 Brisbane 
 or 5438 0550 Caloundra 

email: bob@skitch.me 

Web Site Mgr 
 
Member 

Kym Weston 
 
Greg Knight 

Ph 5445 6927   
mob 042 737 7226 
mob 041 432 1827 

email: kym@westonsweb.com 
 
email: greg.Knight@gadgetkings.com. 

    
1 TOPO SVY 
SQN 

   

Squadron OC Major Troy Francis   
Squadron SSM WO1 Stephen Hill, 

CSM 
Ph 3332 7564  
mob 043 817 5977 

email:stephen.hill1@defence.gov.au 

 
Note: Refer Veteran’s Affairs matters to Peter Bates-Brownsword and Stan Campbell 

 
 

NOTICES 
 

BERETS – BERETS – BERETS 
Our stocks of our ever popular beret are now 
nearly depleted. However, stocks are held at 
Christie’s in Sydney. Be distinctive in the RA 
Survey Association headdress. Contact Alex 
Cairney email alex.cairney@hotmail.com  
Note: Christies can be contacted as follows:  
Unit 4D; 1-7 Unwin Bridge Rd, St Peters, NSW 2044. 
Phone 02 9519 0784 

 

MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA 
Copies may be purchased from the Ex-Fortuna 
Survey Association (PO Box 865 Bendigo 3552) 
at $60.00 plus postage of $11.50 which includes 
cost of a padded postal bag.  

 
. 

VIETNAM – A TECHNICAL TOUR by Bob 
McMillan-Kay.  
Copies can be obtained from Bob McMillan-Kay 
at a cost of $36.00 including postage. We 
commend this highly successful book of Bob’s 
Vietnam experience. Bob’s address is 14 March 
Lane, Maryborough, Qld, 4650. 

ASSOCIATION TIE or SCARF & BADGE 
Cost of tie or scarf is $ 25.00 plus postage. 
Association badges are still available from the 
Queensland Association. Place your order with 
the Queensland Association. Phone or email 
Barry Lutwyche.   

 

THE 1 TOPO CHALLENGE COIN 
The coins are 
for sale to 
members for 
$10 00 each. 
Orders are to 
be placed via 
email to CPL 

Amanda Iglesias in the 1 Topo orderly room. 
Email: amanda.iglesias@defence.gov.au. 
 

 

mailto:alex.cairney@hotmail.com
mailto:petenbarb@dovenetq.net.au
mailto:rasvy_qld@yahoo.com.au
mailto:sec.qld@rasurvey.org
mailto:rdsmithwick@ozemail.com.au
mailto:bob@skitch.me
mailto:kym@westonsweb.com
mailto:greg.Knight@gadgetkings.com
mailto:stephen.hill1@defence.gov.au
mailto:alex.cairney@hotmail.com
mailto:amanda.iglesias@defence.gov.au
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60th ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL SERVICE – 8 to 11 September 2011 
  
Townsville will host Australia’s biggest 
reunion of National Servicemen with four 
days of celebrations 
Events include  Meet and Greet; Public 

Concert; Dinner Dance; Commemorative 

Service; Parade; Farewell BBQ. 
Costs: National Service 60th Anniversary 

registration $50;  Dinner Dance $62. 

For more information ...Email 
www.townsville.qld.gov.au; Phone: 07 4727 

9570. Emailed Newsletters avail from 
Madonna.Simmons@townsville.qld.gov.au. 

 

 
 AA MEETING– a new initiative 

 
Perhaps as a result of having our committee meetings and various other functions in the very convivial 
Alderley Arms Hotel some of our stalwarts have initiated a regular get-together lunch there on a 
fortnightly basis. The principal initiator is Greg Knight and in his words (slightly edited)...‘.have you 
missed your last ―AA‖ meeting? Don‘t be square, be there!!  
Here is a regular opportunity to catch up with all your old Survey Corps mates in a convivial atmosphere, have a 
good lunch while not shelling out a million quid!!!  
Every Wednesday fortnight at 1300hrs, the old stagers, Alex Cairney, Ross Smithwick, Barry Lutwyche and Greg 
Knight have been partaking of lunch and a few coldies at the Alderley Arms. This get-together has become now a 
regular event known as our ―AA Meeting‖ (Alderley Arms Meeting)...This name can be construed in so many 
helpful and meaningful ways (i.e. Lies) to assist your attendance.  
The Corps has had a long, proud association with the Alderley Arms. Smithy, Knighty & Kav can remember being 
thrown out of there over 40 years ago and we‘d dearly love to hear from any other members that can join this elite 
group. Do the right thing. DOB A MATE IN!!’ 
 
Ed: Give Greg Knight a bell to confirm dates….Ph 041 4321 827 

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2010 - 2011 

 
Annual Reunion and AGM time also denotes time to pay up your annual subscription. We have noted a fall-off of 
paid-up members and perhaps that is because our Bulletins are freely available to all on our website. But we do 
need your subscription if only because it is the paid up members who represent the true strength of the 
Association and with that can enjoy the privileges of our subsidized functions. Most of our functions are now to 
some extent subsidized from our sponsorship account and while we will never turn away a past member of the 
Survey Corps it is very appropriate that those Queensland based past RA Survey persons in attending subsidized 
functions meet their paid-up obligation. Furthermore there are cash costs involved in running the Association – 
postage, PO Box rental, website hosting, bank charges, printing and stationery, ANZAC Day wreath, occasional 
donations (Legacy etc) and presentations and awards with associated engraving.  
 
Our financial year runs from September to September. Subscription is but $15.00 per year. We encourage you to 
pay three years in advance (or more if you wish). Subscription is waived for veterans aged 75 years and over who 
have been standing paid-up members of our Association.  
 
 

http://www.townsville.qld.gov.au/
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AN AFTERNOON WITH 1 TOPO 

 
Our Association received an invitation from the OC Major Troy Francis and the SSM WO1 Stephen Hill 
to join the Squadron for drinks in the Murray Bar at 1 Topo Svy Sqn on Friday 24 June 2011 at 1400h. 
Major Francis’ email went on to comment ‗Much has changed over the past 12 months, with the number 
of soldiers we have deployed, the way we are transforming to be an integrated AUSTINT/RAE unit and 
the raising of the Imagery Intelligence Tp in the Sqn. We would love to catch up with you all‘.  

  
The Association (and other retired members of RA Svy and RAE) was well represented with our 
President Alex Cairney, Bob Skitch, Jim Gill, Ian Thiselton, Greg Knight, Ian Fitzgerald, Greg Ellem, 
Peter Leiffel, Bob Caulfield, Alan Virtue, John Smith, Peter Ball and Bill Thompson (LtCol - recently 
retired as CO 2ESR) in attendance. It was a great fun afternoon with some rather challenging games 
played such as ‘Man Challenge’ which involved speed eating morsels of the most revolting foods (at 
least when eaten rapidly in quick succession – a bucket provided at the end of the line-up for the weak 
stomached) and retrieving ping-pong balls with one’s teeth  from a pail of water. I think the ‘Man 
Challenge’ was won by one of the young ladies of the Squadron and I am not sure whether the ping 
pong ball challenge was won by anyone. Quite a lot got very wet in the attempt. When I was challenged 
to have a go I said I would have to remove my specs, hearing aids and teeth and for some reason that 
caused a great deal of mirth. That comes of being 77! The squadron blokes were very hospitable and 
there was plenty of mixing around between us old blokes and the younguns. Arriving at 2.00pm most of 
us were still there at five when the bar closed. 
 
Early in the afternoon, soon after our arrival, three Squadron members received medals as listed below:  
 
8216007 WO2 M.J. Muzeen.  WO2 Muzeen is awarded the Australian Service Medal. WO2 Muzeen  
deployed to the Solomon Islands on OP ANODE from 2 Jul 2010 to 3 August 2010 with JTF 635. 
 
8527377 LCPL G.C. Stratis. LCPL Stratis is awarded the Australian Defence Medal after completing  
his initial enlistment period of 4 years service. LCPL Stratis enlisted on 10 April 2007 and was 
allocated to the Royal Australian Engineers. After completing his Basic Course training LCPL Stratis  
was posted to 1 Topo Svy Sqn WEF Aug 2008. 
 
8528360 SPR J.J. CARDEY. SPR Cardey is awarded the Australian Defence Medal after completing  
his initial enlistment period of 4 years service. SPR Cardey enlisted on 1 May 07 and was allocated  
to the Royal Australian Engineers. After completing his Basic Course training SPR Cardey was posted  
to 1 Topo Svy Sqn WEF Aug 2008. 
  
Ed: Major Francis emailed comment that the Squadron was transforming into an integrated INT/RAE 
unit was interesting. In Vietnam 1Topo Survey Troop came under Int for staff direction – to the 
abhorrence of our Director at the time. 
 

ANNUAL DINNER – 2011 
A memorial to Colonel Alex Laing who initiated the first 

 
Our Annual Dinner at the United Service Club was well supported this year with 25 attending including 
our invited guests. Again run along slightly modified mess lines,President Alex took the Chair as dining 
president. After pre-dinner drinks in the Military Bar we moved across to our dining venue, the Royal 
Room under the gaze of the Kings and Queens of Britain (and by association, Australia) since Queen 
Victoria.  The dinner commenced with Alex saying the Grace, welcoming members and reading the list 
of apologies. A three course dinner commenced accompanied by Club wines Sauvignon Blanc, ‘Lone 
Fig’ Shiraz and for some ‘Lone Fig’ Brut Cuvee (we used to call it Champagne); and of course a jug or 
two of XXXX Gold. 
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Photo 1       Photo 2 

  
Photo 3       Photo 4 

In attendance were: Photo 1 Dawn Laing, Alex Cairney, Greg Purcell (RPS) Jo Purcell, Ross Smithwick. Photo 2 

Darelle Smithwick. Greg Knight, Dave O’Shannessy, Ailsa Moorhead, Colin Moorhead, Ian Hutchings, Faye Weston, Kym 
Weston (standing) Photo 3 Alan Kavanagh, Esme Eustace, Barry Lutwyche, Grant Small, Beth Small, Barbara Bates-
Brownsword. Photo 4 Wendy Skitch, Bob Skitch, Helen Campbell, Stan Campbell, Diana Kavanagh. 
Missing from Photos – Peter Bates-Brownsword 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Following dinner and obeying the dictates of tradition the table was cleared and the port passed. Colin 
Moorhead proposed the Loyal Toast and then Bob Skitch called the toast to honour the memory of the 
late Colonel in Chief of the Royal Australian Survey Corps, Diana, the Princess of Wales. President 
Alex Cairney proposed the toast to the Corps Association and Peter Bates-Brownsword responded with 
a short personal reflection of the first of our dinners (1998) and its initiator, past Corps Director Colonel 
Alex Laing. Peter then proposed the toast to our ladies, wives and partners which was responded to by 
our guest of honour, Dawn Laing. Dawn reflected on the life and times of an army wife and then spoke 
of a project in which she is involved in Canberra, the collection of the stories of partners of former 
Defence Personnel, initiated at a recent meeting of the Defence Widows Support Group. A more 
detailed account of this appears later in this Bulletin. Finally Ross Smithwick proposed the toast to 
departed comrades and absent friends and read the rather too long list of those who have passed away 
over the past twelve months. They of, course are only those we know about. Ross made special 
mention of Jock Kay who had been the proposer of this toast over several past dinners in his own 
inimical way, quoting the verse of Auld Lang Syne. Mr Greg Purcell of our sponsoring organisation RPS 
was called upon to say a few words and few they were. Greg, a surveyor, returned his prepared 
address to his pocket saying how much he enjoyed being with us on this occasion and that it was no 
time for speeches. He received a round of applause at his decision. 
 
Bob Skitch received a surprise when Alex rose to his feet and proposed a toast to Bob who was 
celebrating his 77th birthday two days later. This toast was happily received by Bob and it required no 
response. The formalities of the evening being over, the decanters of port made further rounds of the 
table with a welcome jug or two for those requiring a ‘cleansing ale’ before departing. 
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VECTOGRAPHS – who has heard of them? 

 
Mike Nolan (British RE Survey – see last Bulletin) emailed me on the issue of Vectographs and their 
apparent use by the 2/1st Topographical Survey Company involved in OBOE 2, the Balikpapan 
operation by 7 Aust Div in June 1946. Mike believed that there was some mention of their use in 
Brigadier Fitzgerald’s book Lebanon to Labuan but I can find no mention of such a product. Neither can 
I nor other more knowledgeable colleagues of the Corps (Bullen, Sproles, Watson) have ever heard 
mention of the term. John Bullen advises that there is nothing in the AWM that indicates such a product 
produced either by Corps units or even US survey units at the time. So what is a Vectograph? Mike 
after some research emailed me the following: 
 
Three-dimensional photographs or vectographs were first used in WWI, born out of the US Air Service's 
need to improve its reconnaissance capabilities.  By WWII, 3-D photography was widely used by the 
Allies for air and ground reconnaissance.  With the distribution of special eyeglasses and use of the 
vectograph projector, 3-D photographs could be displayed to a large audience.  Stereoscopic 
photography, by then, had become obsolete as a means for aerial reconnaissance.  See: 
Parks, M.E.  "Depth Perception Simplified."  Air Force:  Official Service Journal of the U.S. Army Air 
Forces  (Aug 1943):  pp. 32-33.  Per. 
 
Then further:  
For the first time in operations by this formation, Vectographs were issued to forward units.  Owing to 
the late arrival of the necessary machinery OBOE TWO was the only operation that could be served 
prior to the landings. For this operation, 8 sets, each containing 15 Vectographs of scale 1:10,000, were 
made available to 7 Aust Div for issue to platoon and company commanders operating in the areas 
covered.  For 9 Aust Div, 4 sets, each of 26 vectographs were produced of the Padas Gorge on scales 
of 1:5,000, 1:10,000, 1:20,000 and 1:40,000.  The vectographs were favourably reported on by forward 
troops and proved of value in the briefing of commanders and men.  The advantage of vectographs 
over stereoscopic examination of air photographs is that more than one person can view them at the 
same time, and still obtain the illusion of relief.  It is not suggested that vectographs should replace 
stereoscopic air photographs for detailed study of terrain but, they do provide the most convenient 
method of briefing with the use of actual photographs.  Of the scales supplied, 1:10,000 was found to 
be the most suitable for this purpose. 
 
The Corps reproduction unit - 2/1 Aust Army Topo Svy Coy (less det) - proved to be capable of the 
tasks required of it, but two changes are recommended : 
(b)  Addition of personnel and equipment for  - 
(i)  The rapid reproduction, enlargement and reduction of photographic prints. 
(ii)  The production of Vectographs. 
PRO WO 203/2690.  In 1 Aust Corps Report on Operations Borneo Campaign 1-5-45 to 15-8-45. 
(PRO = Public Record Office, now the National Archives, at Kew.) 
 
It seems that a vectograph is a single photograph similar to what one occasionally sees on plastic 
printed post cards that have a sort of corregated surface and one can get a 3D effect by looking at them 
straight on without the use of special eye glasses. Nevertheless, it is hard to imagine such a device 
being effective with aerial photography. Mike’s further research shows that the ‘Polaroid’ company had 
an interest in vectographs and their website mention their use in WW2 at Normandy. This seems to 
imply an anaglyph viewed not with red/blue specs but with polarised glasses. 
 
All very interesting! Perhaps others may wish to comment....Bob 
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THE CARPET EPISODE……..Dawn Laing 

  
Ed: I have always held that our army wives are a special breed and stand out within the nation‘s ‗wife 
population‘. Even now when in the company of wives in general the occasional reference that one might 
make to army life, the frequent postings, ‗marching in and marching out‘ of married quarters and private 
hirings (such ‗army‘ terms – Wendy and I occupied 12 homes in our 20 years of army married life and 
many occupied more), husbands away for long periods of time; in Survey many months almost annually, 
all of this can produce gasps of almost disbelief. Of course for a long while the old adage applied – ‗if the 
Army wanted you to have a wife it would have issued you with one‘. Army wives had to be resourceful 
and uncomplaining – well, most of the time and survey wives especially so. I am sure that there would be 
many wives from those past years who could contribute to the project that Dawn outlines below….  
 

(from a wife attending) ‗During the late 1960's, a posting to a large Naval training establishment 
in Southern Victoria came with a spacious older-style ‗marked‘ house within the married 
quarters. My husband was told that, according to his rank, we were entitled to have carpet 
covering only 2/3 of the floors in the bedrooms and living area. This left a strip of bare boards 
around the carpeted area, in those days a bit of a nuisance to polish and keep clean. My 
husband's request to have our 1/3 of bare boards under the beds and the lounge suite was 
treated with less than sympathy‘! 

This vignette launched our Collection of the Stories of Partners of Former Defence Personnel 
Project at the recent meeting of the ACT branch of the Defence Widows' Support Group. It received 
a huge response with much merriment and telling of similar tales. How things have changed! 

If you are the partner of a former defence person, we would love to have your story - maybe even 
stories! They can be as small as this example or up to 1000 words. They can be handwritten, typed 
or we can organise for them to be recorded. If you wish, you can remain anonymous and you will 
also be able to indicate how you would like them used/not used. 

For more information, contact Dawn Laing or, if your stories are ready to go, send them to her. 
Contact information: Telephone: 02 6253 0803 or 0417688711 and leave a message; E-mail: 
dlaing@bigpond.com ; Postal: 16/5 Tauss Place, Bruce ACT 2617 
 
 

PERSONALIA  and other jottings 

 

Ace Evans emails – I must say I really enjoyed this bulletin as it dragged through my memory of many 
Corps member’s names I had forgotten over the years. Thank you so much for such informative 
information. As a side Trudy and I are travelling fairly well although Trudy's short term memory is shot 
to pieces and along with her other ailments keeps me very busy as a full time carer. Though I can't 
manage to come along to functions I love hearing all the news. Trudy and I will have been married 29 
years this September….Best wishes to all,  Ace  
 
Dave Carney emails from Canada –  You do a great job with your Association (Bulletin).  An example 
I would like the Canadian Military Engineers Association to follow!  I note the respect paid to Alex Laing 
and the comment from Dawn.  Alex was the Director at the same time I was here in Canada and he 
hosted one of the Five Nations Directors Conferences in Perth about fifteen years after I left Aussie.  It 
was a great opportunity for me and Ruth to return and visit with old friends.  I also worked with Alex 
over in the UK at the old Commonwealth Survey Officers Conference in Cambridge and on other 
occasions of the 5N group, so it is nice to see that your old leaders are so well remembered. 
  
A couple of questions for you.  Who makes your Association ties and scarves (Ed – I have referred that 
to Gary Warnest) and could I please have a copy of whatever Bob Williams has put together (Ed – I 
have emailed a copy to Dave).  On my return from PNG I was assigned to Bob's Troop in the Regiment 

http://wbigpond.com/
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when he was a SSgt.  I did the editing on New Guinea maps coming off the B8s making sure the edges 
joined (or something like that).  Bob was a great friend and teacher to me in a role that I was little 
prepared for.  I am currently about a 1,000 km from home in New Brunswick visiting family and showing 
off our new grandson but when I get back I hope to remember to send along another picture or two 
including Bob Williams. Thanks again for your great work, you are now enjoyed internationally!..Dave 
 
Dawn Laing emailed (following our annual dinner) Dear Alex, Bob and Peter – Thank you so much for 
a wonderful dinner on 30 June, always a special occasion for me. Most years I have been able to 
combine the visit to Brisbane into a longer driving holiday. This year I was not able to do that and I knew 
it was a bit of an extravagance flying in for one night but believe me it was worth it. I feel so welcome 
every time I attend this function which is very special to me. I love the 'warries' spun around the table, 
the connections rekindled and the venue is so suited to the occasion. I look forward to doing it again as 
often as I can in the future! 
Best wishes to you all......Dawn Laing 
 
Frank Lenane sends this sad account from the West..   
Hi All..Last week Kate and I lost our grandson Alex to SIDS. This is an absolute tragic loss to our family 
and more importantly to Nathan and Mackensie. I respectfully ask that you donate any amount of 
dollars to the SIDS research fund as per the link attached below, every single cent will contribute to 
research and saving lives in the future. I agree we all get asked to donate to all sorts of charities all the 
time, but this will make a difference. 
We all love our children so much and could never imagine what this would feel like. 
Thanks & best regards Frank and Kate 
http://www.rednosedayfundraising.com.au/nicole_webster_7  
(Frank Lenane served with RA Svy Corps as a Photo Litho Tradesman - Army Survey Regiment, Bendigo / 5 Fd 
Svy Sqn, Karrakatta, Perth. Address: 12 Mackay Cresent, GOSNELLS. WA 6110) 
 
Allan Adsett emailed: A quick note to see if anyone saw the episode of ‘In Their Footsteps‘ that was 
shown on TV recently (Channel 9 in Brisbane) It featured Stan Johns. Can anyone confirm if he was 
the same person who served with 1 Topo Svy Tp in Vietnam in 1966? The Date of Birth, and Full Name 
is the same as in the Nominal Rolls of Korea and Vietnam veterans. 
On a number of occasions a photo appeared that showed him with a corporal who I believe was Alan 
Carew.  The voice over at the beginning of the show said Stan served in Korea and Vietnam as well as 
immediately after WW2 guarding Japanese in PNG. 
 
I replied:…. Fortunately Alex Cairney phoned me just after the program started on Channel 9 and I 
switched over and caught most of it. Yes – it certainly was our Stan Johns whom I had with me at Nui 
Dat in 1966 and yes he was shown a couple of times with Alan Carew. Stan was our map storeman and 
Alan our corporal tech storeman. Both finally departed Vietnam on RTA on 10 December. There is a 
rather amusing story about their departure in my Vietnam writing which you will find on our website 
(Part 2, page 66). Stan was a good bloke and I make a number of references to him in my story. I knew 
of his Korean service of course and probably his involvement at Kapyong but Stan almost never spoke 
of it as far as I knew. He was an asset to the Det especially during the early days in setting up the map 
store and then having to move it to the second location. In many respects he was the front counter man 
for soldiers from the battalions and other units picking up maps and being an ex infantryman himself he 
was able to easily relate to them. He understood where they were coming from. He was very 
unflappable and even on the night of the pre-Long Tan mortaring I found him sitting outside his hootchie 
watching the fireworks. I must confess I did the same. Our dug trenches at that early stage were half full 
of water and rather uninviting. I found some of the comment about Stan post Korea somewhat 
surprising and rather concerning. Certainly in my experience he was a very modest drinker, perhaps the 
occasional stubby of beer, if not an abstainer. I have very warm recollections of Stan as you would 
discern if you were to read my Part 2. 
 
The reason that Stan Johns and Alan Carew returned to Australia in December of 66 was because we 
had to send two personnel back to make way for two screen printers when the screen printing 

http://www.rednosedayfundraising.com.au/nicole_webster_7
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equipment was brought in. We were not allowed to exceed our authorised establishment no matter 
what. So I decided that we would relinquish out two storeman and have the cartos attend to the map 
issues and our corporal clerk attend to tech stores – at least the accounting aspects of stores. By 
December our map store and Q store were well sorted and took little running.....Bob 
PS: On his return from Vietnam Stan was posted to the Regiment as a storeman. 
 

MILITARY SUPERANNUATION – the battle to have the basis of indexation changed from CPI to 
MTAWE or PBLCI whichever is the higher 

 
Ed: the following media release was emailed to Brian Mead (WA Assoc) from Eric Firns (brother of our 
Brian Firns). Brian Mead passed it on to the Qld Assoc. Eric’s email reads... ‘attached is a couple of 
items I received from the boys in Canberra, you may be interested if you haven‘t seen them before‘. 
Regards Eric Firns 
Don’t get excited – it’s not going to happen....yet! But read on...... 
 
MEDIA RELEASE - MILITARY SUPERANNUATION and UNIQUE NATURE OF MILITARY SERVICE 
Thu, 2 Jun 2011 15:47:39 +1000 
 
I am pleased to advise that the House of Representatives this morning passed a Private Members 
Motion (by Stuart Robert MP, Shadow Minister for Defence Personnel) regarding fair indexation and the 
unique nature of military service. Our press release is attached. This is a significant development as it 
reflects the will of the House and the people of Australia. 
 
Brian Mead’s exuberant comment is: Looks like ―the long wait might be over !!!!!!‖ 
  
Les Bienkiewicz, Executive Director,Defence Force Welfare Association emailed…..The Fair Indexation 
Bill is expected to be debated in the Senate later this month: please continue your lobbying activities, 
whether they be letters, phone calls, emails or faxes or personal meetings with your local Member of 
Parliament, Senator or Minister…..  
 
MR ROBERT: To move—That this House: 
(1) notes that: 
(a) military service is unique and comes with inherent risks not applicable to other public service jobs; 
(b) Australia's service personnel, past and present, after giving so much to their nation, deserve to live 
out their lives in the knowledge that they have financial security; and 
(c) approximately 56 000 retired military personnel who are members of the Defence Force Retirement 
and Deaths Benefits (DFRDB) scheme and the Defence Forces Retirement Benefits (DFRB) scheme 
have their military pensions indexed only to movements in the Consumer Price Index (CPI); and 
(2) calls on all Members to support the: 
(a) concept of the unique nature of military service; and 
(b) Coalition's policy to index the military pensions to members of the DFRDB and DFRB schemes who 
are aged 55 and over, to the higher movements in the CPI, Male Total Average Weekly Earnings or the 
Pensioner Beneficiary Living Cost Index (PBLCI). 
 
But – it was not to be….RSL VOWS TO FIGHT ON FOR SUPER BOOST IN PENSIONS by Andrea 
Hayward,  AAP....June 16, 2011  
War veterans have vowed to continue the fight for higher pensions after the Government helped vote 
down a Coalition bid in the Senate. Under a Coalition bill, veterans aged 55 and older would have had 
their payments indexed in the same way as aged and service pensions, higher than the consumer price 
index (CPI), male total average weekly earnings or the pensioner beneficiary living cost index. 
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The Government opposed the bill, saying it would create a multi-billion dollar black hole in its Budget. 
The RSL's national president, retired Rear Admiral Ken Doolan, said the bill's defeat was disappointing. 
"We will persist, we believe we have right on our side," he said today."The Parliament has since about 
1970 said the consumer price index is not a reasonable form of indexation but successive governments 
have failed to act." 
 
The RSL would continue to use its powers of persuasion to convince members of Parliament of the 
validity of such a move. Admiral Doolan said he was also disappointed the Government had not 
formally responded to the RSL's military superannuation indexation submission made in February 2010. 
"We put a compelling case supporting the replacement of the CPI for adjusting payments to military 
superannuates with an index which makes adjustments reflecting increases in the cost of living," he 
said. 
 
The final word....Fight on! 
 

 

GARY HUNTER'S AFGHAN NEWSLETTER NO 1 Sunday 19 June 2011 

 
Hello Everyone, 
I'm now working in Afghanistan on a land reform project for USAID I've been here for a month and expect 
to be, at a minimum, here until August 2012, and most likely for about another year after that. However, 
these things can very quickly change in this line of work. Anyway, to keep in touch with my friends around 
the globe I've started these newsletters and have included some images to let you know what the place is 
like. 
 

I arrived in Kabul on Friday 20 May and was met at the airport and 
taken to one of our project vehicles by our security advisor - a 
young British guy with an obvious military background (I've since 
found out he's an ex-British Army paratrooper). The vehicles they 
use here are typically V8 Toyota Land Cruisers which have armour 
plating behind all the body panels. Our vehicle was followed 
through the traffic by another one of our project security vehicles 
(as a 'shadow') and they are always in radio contact. I was issued 
with a cell phone as soon as I arrived (literally minutes after I 
stepped off the aircraft) and they are used primarily for messaging 
us about security threats, plus travel times to/from work (which 
change each day) etc. We have to carry them at all times. 
 
The "Green Village compound", where I am staying, has about 1,000 
civilian contractors and military people living in it (men and women 
of all ages and from all countries, although no one under 18) and 
we are guarded by former British Ghurkha and Eastern European 
troops who now work for a private security firm. There are a lot of 
security precautions taken here - massive steel gates and walls, 
blast bunkers outside each building, armed guards everywhere, and 
so on. But it's really quite a safe and pleasant place. There's a large 
dining hall with excellent food, plus some small shops, a bar, a gym, a 
pizza place, a bank and ATM, a travel agent, hairdresser etc. What 
more could you wish for? 
 
As for travelling outside the village, we are simply not allowed to 
walk outside in the streets at any time. It used to happen as 

recently as five years ago in Kabul, but not anymore because our security people are worried about the 
threat of Westerners being kidnapped for ransom money. It only takes a few seconds for a car to drive up 
and a couple of guys to grab you - and we would be such easy targets. So I doubt that I will ever get to see 
the main streets of downtown Kabul on foot. Our accommodation is quite good - single rooms, single beds, a 
small refrigerator, wireless internet, a bathroom/toilet and cable TV, plus they do our laundry and clean our 
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rooms each day. So it's really a small motel room. Our only day off work each week is on Fridays and the 
people just stay here at the Green Village compound. 
 
The people working on my particular aid project are taken by vehicle to and from the office  which is about 25 
minutes travel time - but really only about 5 km away. We leave around 7.3Oam and return about 6 pm. The 
offices are in a multi-storey building that is one of three inside a high walled compound. We are gradually 
getting set up with furniture, computing facilities etc. and they serve us lunch every day. I have already 
started meeting with people from other international aid projects and also with two army colonels from 
Germany and the US working for the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF). They are both quite  
knowledgeable on spatial information matters and they operate the ISAF headquarters Geo  Information cell. 
They have already supplied me with a lot of maps, and they are going to give us with some 10cm resolution 
Buckeye imagery (that they collect themselves) later in the project when we are working in other parts of the 
country. I'm thinking of using this ortho-rectified extremely-high resolution imagery for the direct digitising of 
the land parcel boundaries instead of using field survey methods. I will try and tell you more about the 
project in my next newsletter, but it's a bit difficult at the moment as it's all in a state of chang e while our 
budget is in the process of being cut by USAID. 
 
Getting back to the village, when we go for meals we have to wash our hands before eating  to avoid any 
stomach bugs spreading through the camp, which happened a couple of weeks  ago, and we also have to 
swipe our ID cards as we enter the dining hall. I think this is more for billing purposes, but I could also 
understand that in an emergency the security company running the village would automatically know who 
was in the dining hall. 
 
In case of any loud explosions or gun fire in the village we're to take immediate shelter in the concrete 
bunkers outside each building. Then we're to wait until our security force comes and records who of us are 
there and they'll tell us when it is safe to return to our rooms. The reason they want us in the bunkers, 
apart from the obvious one of safety, is that they have a Quick Reaction Force of 50 people who are on 
immediate notice to go and meet (but not necessarily greet) any attackers, and they want to know that 
anyone who is not in a bunker is fairly sure to be one of the bad guys.  

 
I forgot to tell you that on the day of my arrival we were 
driving from the airport to my accommodation and had to stop 
at an Afghan police checkpoint. That was fine, but when they 
searched the vehicle they say I had a bottle of vodka in a plastic 
bag that I'd been asked to bring in for someone else. Our 
security advisor told the police that it was quite legal for  
foreigners to do this (which it actually is), as long as it's 
privately consumed by us and not sold to the locals. This 
argument didn't seem to work with the police, who were 
following their Islamic code, and our security guy soon thought 
it best to simply turn over the vodka and be on our way, which 
we did. Of course the police didn't then immediately tip the 
contents of the bottle on the ground, and the word is that 
they'll sell it themselves. 
 
Finally, two days after I arrived we were all working at the 
project office one afternoon when we were asked to come 
together for a security briefing. We were told that less than 5 
minutes before a suicide bomber had exploded himself at a 
hospital about 2 km away (we didn't hear anything) and that 
two more suicide bombers were hiding somewhere inside the 
hospital - which was used to treat Afghan military personnel. 
So we then went into a state of 'lockdown' which meant we 
could continue working but there was to be no movement 
outside the building. We were allowed to travel back to our 
accommodation a few hours later at the end of the day, but 
we were told to take home all our documents and computers 
in case movement was not permitted around Kabul the next 
day and we had to work in our rooms. In the worst case 
scenario, we do a have a 'safe room' that we are to 
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lock ourselves in - but that's another story.Take care and best regards, Gary 
Dr Gary Hunter, Senior Cadastral Systems Specialist USAID Land Reform in Afghanistan (LARA) Project Mob. 
+93 (0) 798 275 855 (E-mail. garvhntrc

g
mail.com 

 
 
 

 
 Accommodation buildings in ‘green Village’,Kabul. Each one 
consists of stacked steel containers that each contain one 
room unit. They put a roof over them and finish them to 
make them appear like complete buildings 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Taken from back seat while driving to work 

 

 

 
Everywhere we go we always travel with two security men in the 
front seat of our vehicle and two passengers in the rear seat. We 
never walk. At least two vehicles always travel together and all 
have armoured plating behind all vehicle panels. You can see it 
here through the back window of one of our Toyoto Landcruisers. 
The vehicles weigh 8 tonnes, yet are extremely quick with their 
twin turbo diesel V8 engines 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Note the bomb blast shelters between our accommodation 
buildings. Each about 15 m long and 1.6m high. Entrance at both 
ends(which i think is a good idea protected by angled concrete 
end walls. Sandbags are placed on the side and the top and then 
wrapped quite nicely in an aesthetically pleasing and 
environmently friendly green plastic shade cloth. 
 
 
 
 

 
Early morning scene in our ‘Green Village’ carpark. Not quite the 
same as at the lical supermarket. No sedans, just about 150 of 
these vehicles. The UN ones are always kept very clean and 
polished whereas ours are dirty and dusty. 
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Afghan National Army(ANA) soldier stands guard along all major 
roads and key intersections. His rifle is an AK-47 
  

Some of the armour plating in our project vehicles, worth 
$300,000 each. 

 
 

STOP PRESS – PNG PLAQUE  
THE PLAQUE WAS INSTALLED, DEDICATED AND BLESSED AT THE ELA BEACH MEMORIAL 
PARK AT 0730H ON THE 24TH JULY 2011. IT WAS FORMALLY UNVEILED BY THE GOVERNOR 
GENERAL OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA, HIS EXCELLENCY, GRAND CHIEF SIR MICHAEL OGIO. IN 
ATTENDANCE WERE MR IAN KEMISH, AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER TO PNG, BRIG GEN 
FRANCIS AQUI, COMMANDER PNGDF, COLONEL MARK SHEPARD, AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE 
STAFF, MR MICK PYE, PRESIDENT PORT MORESBY RSL, MR MIKE LARMER AND MR MASANG 
BANGINDO BOTH FROM ARMAN AND LARMER SURVEYS LTD – AND MANY OTHERS. FROM 
THE ASSOCIATION PERCY LONG, PETER BATES-BROWNSWORD AND BOB SKITCH MADE THE 
JOURNEY TO PORT MORESBY. 
 
THIS REMARKABLE EVENT IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY WILL BE FULLY REPORTED IN A 
SUPPLEMENTARY ISSUE OF OUR BULLETIN IN SEPTEMBER……..Bob Skitch 
 

 
Masang Bangindo (Arman and Larmer Surveys), Bob Skitch, Percy Long, Peter Bates-Brownsword, Daulako 

Bulivakarua (who provided our ‘protection’) 


