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EVENTS 
Events for remainder of 2005 
September Sat – 17th 

 
Friday – 30th  

Military Mapmaker’s Dinner at Enoggera – organised 
and hosted by 1 Topo Survey Troop – Report on page 14  
‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL 

October Friday – 28th   ‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL 
November TBA 

 
Friday – 25th  

Derek Chambers Award Presentation at the Murray Bar 
of I Topo Survey Troop. 
Last ‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL 

December Sunday – 4th Picnic Day at ‘Shady Glen’ – home of Peter and Barbara 
Bates-Brownsword featuring Jazz bands and the launch of 
the Association beret. BYO BBQ.   

 
SPONSORSHIP 
The footnote at the bottom of this page indicates a significant change to the financing of our 
Association. We have accepted a generous offer of sponsorship from Pioneer Surveys Pty Ltd that 
will allow us much greater flexibility in the future planning and conduct of our activities. You may 
ask who is Pioneer Surveys? The firm is headed by past RA Svy member Dennis Gregor and has 
within it such worthies as Ross Smithwick. Ross is well known to us all but Dennis would be less 
well known. Dennis completed the 37/70 Basic Survey Course and served for five years in 1 Fd 
Svy Sqn leaving to undertake a degree in surveying at the then Queensland Institute of 
Technology. This he successfully completed and for a few years Dennis worked for the 
Queensland Lands Department in the Mackay office. He left the Department and started Pioneer 
Surveys in March 1996. Pioneer Surveys letterhead reads ‘Consulting Surveyors, Town Planners, 
Geophysical, Engineering and real Property Surveys’. They are based in Mackay, Queensland. 
 
OUR HISTORY PROJECT – What did we do over all those years – 1946- 1996? 
I continue to canvass support for this worthwhile project. Our collective memory can fill in many gaps but it is 
fading with the passing of years. In 2006 it will be ten years since the disbandment of the Corps we as 
individuals served, the Corps that gave such outstanding service to our nation for eighty-one years. We need 
to record what each of the units did over the fifty years following the end of WW2. It really is a simple 
exercise. I have had excellent responses from Clem Sargent, Noel Sproles, John Bullen, Charlie Watson, 
Alex Cairney, Percy Long and Ted Laker. I have had promises from a number of others and the major gap 
area is after 1980. The following is a sample of the preferred format but I am just as happy to receive your 
input listed down the page – pen and ink is OK. Please give this matter some thought. Every bit helps …. 
 
YR UNIT OPERATION 

PROJECT 
DURATION LOCATION NATURE OF WORK 

UNDERTAKEN 
PERSONS TAKING PART OTHER 

INFORMATION 
19
56 

N Cmd 
Fd Svy  
Sect 

No name On-going Qld – 
Macrossan, 
Charters 
Towers, …. 

Control for 1” to 1 mile 
mapping - 4th order 
triangulation, 
Intersection, resection, 
(plane table) baro 
heighting 

Capt EU (Ed) Anderson OC, 
WO2 Blue Hunter, Sgts 
Snow Ralston, Jeff Lambert, 
Garney Cook, Cpls Ted 
Miller, Geoff Helsham, Sprs 
Sam Chambers, Brian 
Berkery, Bob Skitch. 

Arrived May at 
Macrossan. Sect 
had not returned 
to Brisbane since 
sometime in 
1955. Xmas in 
the field…….. 

 
The Royal Australian Survey Corps Association (Queensland) acknowledges the generous sponsorship 
and support of Pioneer Surveys Pty Ltd 
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COMMITTEE 
Patron      Lieutenant Colonel EU Anderson MBE (Ph 3408 9179)  
President    Peter Bates-Brownsword (Ph 3289 7001) 
Past President   Jim Houston (Ph 3351 4952) 
Vice President   Alex Cairney (Ph 3397 7583) 
Secretary & Asst Treasurer Mary-Ann Thiselton (Ph 3353 1026) 
Treasurer   Ross Smithwick (Ph 3356 5786) 
Functions & Sqn Liaison         John Hook (Ph 3354 2680) 
Bulletin Editor & Historian Bob Skitch (Ph 3265 1370) 
North Coast member  Kym Weston (Ph 5445 6927; mob 0427 377 226) 
North Queensland member Dennis Gregor (Ph mob 0409 648 026) 
WW2 Veteran Member  Jim Houston (Ph 3351 4952) 
Welfare    Jim Gill (Ph 3264 1597) 
Auditor    Stan Campbell (Ph 3285 3970) 
Squadron OC   Major Shaun Hoffmann 
Squadron SSM   WO1 BL (Barrie) Craymer (Ph 3332 7564) 
Note: Refer Veteran’s Affairs matters to Peter Bates-Brownsword and Stan Campbell 

 
NOTICES 

 
LAST FRIDAY 
Last Fridays continue at the Gaythorne RSL 
with increasing patronage. Pop along and 
have a beer or a softie with you mates. 
 
ASSOCIATION TIE and SCARF 
Cost is$20.00 and $7.00 postage. We suggest 
you place your order directly with the Ex Fortuna 
Association, Tracey Phillips, email 
phipsys@bigpond.com or phone Mary-Ann. The 
tie features the Association tri-badge emblem in 
red with a diagonal purple and white stripe against 
a dark blue background – very handsome! 
 
The Association BERET  
We expect to have a custom made beret ready for 
distribution in December. A great deal of 
investigation by Ross Smithwick has gone into 
this and we think we are onto a winner. So polish 
up your old Corps badges and get ready for 
Anzac Day 2006. 

 
VIETNAM – A TECHNICAL TOUR by Bob 
McMillan-Kay.  
Copies can be obtained from Bob McMillan-Kay at 
a cost of $36.00 including postage. We commend 
this highly successful book of Bob’s Vietnam 
experience. Bob’s address is 14 March Lane, 
Maryborough, Qld, 4650. 
 
MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA 
Copies may be purchased from the Ex-Fortuna 
Survey Association (PO Box 865 Bendigo 3552) 
at $60.00 plus postage of $11.50 including cost of 
a padded postal bag.  
 
 
 
 

MEDALS – THEY KEEP COMING 
A new medal is in the offing – The Australian 
Defence Medal for volunteer service in either the 
regular forces or the reserve for a minimum period 
of six years from the end of WW2 onwards. 
Issuing on application could commence from the 
middle of 2005. It is estimated that up to 400,000 
servicemen and women could be eligible. 
And yet another medal: The Malaysian 
Government is to award a commemorative 
medal to Australian servicemen and women who 
served in Malaysia from 1957 to 1966. The award 
is titled Pingat Jasa Malaysia (PJM), in recognition 
of their "distinguished chivalry, gallantry, sacrifice, 
or loyalty" in contributing to the freedom of 
independence of Malaysia. The Department of 
Defence will receive applications, verify the 
service and eligibility and facilitate the approval to 
wear the award in accordance with guidelines for 
foreign awards. 
 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2003 – 
2004 & 2004 - 2005  
 ‘Don’t go to sleep on your membership!’ 
Keep in touch with you Survey Corps mates 
by being a paid-up member of your 
Association. 
Our financial year runs from Sept to Sept. 
Subscription is but $10.00 per year. We 
encourage you to pay three years in advance (or 
more if you wish). Some have already done this. 
Subscription is waived for veterans 75 and over 
who have been standing paid-up members of our 
Association. 
 
ASSOCIATION BADGE 
Association badges are still available from the Ex-
Fortuna Survey Association. Place your orders 
with Mary-Ann and we will try to satisfy them. 
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PNG MEDAL (PNGDF 50th Anniversary 
Medal) 
 In our last Bulletin I asked ‘who was 
prepared to give it a go’?  Alex Cairney and 
Ross Smithwick accepted that challenge and 
now have their medals. So what is the score? 
It seems that Christies are more than happy 
to release the medal with its striking red and 
green riband and miniature to past members 
of RA Svy simply on their personal 
cognizance. Christies assure us that this 
applies only to past members of RA Svy and 
the PIR. Does this mean that any ‘Joe Blow’ 
could phone Christies and obtain a medal to 
which they have no entitlement? Perhaps; 
however, that applies to all campaign medals, 
most of which can be obtained from so-called 
‘army disposals’ or, I am told, from internet 
sources.  
 So, what service qualifies a member 
of RA Svy to receive and wear the PNGDF 
50th Anniversary medal? Clearly, a prima 
facie case exists for the release of the medal 
if one already has an entitlement to the 
Australian Service Medal 1945-75 or the post 
’75 equivalent if that medal carries the clasp 
‘PNG’. There may be other past RA Svy 
members who for one reason or another have 
had PNG service without being entitled to the 
Australian Service Medal. If this is the case 
then send to our Association Committee a 
photo copy of some record of your service in 
PNG post 1945 and if criteria similar to that 
for the issue of the Australian Service Medal 
are met then our Committee we will provide 
you with a letter of support. 
With all this, there is still nothing to stop any 
person obtaining a medal without an 
appropriate entitlement. We in RA Svy prided 
ourselves on our personal integrity in carrying 
out all our duties. Surveying and mapping in 
any shape or form depends on the personal 
integrity of the individual. Your Committee 
has no doubt that this same inherent integrity 
will act to ensure that only those with a true 
entitlement will seek to obtain the PNGDF 
50th Anniversary Medal. 
  
The medal can be obtained direct from 
Christies either by phone contact, email or 
letter.  

 
Full size medal  $49.50 
F/S riband  $4.31 
Miniature medal  $16.50 
Min. riband  $2.87 
(riband lengths are for court mounting) 

Total $73.18 (includes GST) + freight. 

The contact details for Christie's are: 

Phone: 02 9519 0784 
Fax: 02 9519 0785 
Email:  christies@christies.net.au 

an additional charge of $21.00 is required for 
engraving –number, rank, name. The 
Association’s position on engraving is that it 
should be done in order to give the medal 
both security and authenticity. 
 
Payment can be by credit card or cheque. 
 
May this be the last word on the PNG 
Medal….Bob Skitch 
 
 
WE WENT TO ROCKY CREEK… 
    Bob Skitch 

 
Well – some of us 
did. In fact we had a 
great roll-up 
considering the 
distance and cost to 
get there. Sunday 
the 14th August 2005 
was a perfect day; 
clear warm sunshine 
with a cool breeze. 

The venue at Rocky Creek (a short distance 
north of Tolga) is amongst the gum trees 
surrounding a grassed cleared area (parade 
ground) and the 88 military units, allied 
groups and individual’s plaques (mostly the 
first) in row between the trees. Marquees and 
tents for various purposes were erected here 
and there and the attendance was at a guess 
perhaps a thousand, maybe more. Ten 
plaques were unveiled and dedicated that 
day.  
 
The day started with an Ecumenical Church 
Parade at 1030 hrs with many fine words 
spoken and songs sung. A homily was given 
by a ‘Major’ Garry Johnson from the 
‘Everyman’s Hut’ (remember them?) which 
might have been relevant had it not been so 
long. Prayers, hymns and a final blessing 
from Salvation Army Captain Margaret 
Debbie followed.  
 
Following the service a number of activities 
took place on and over the parade ground – 
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those sorts of things one would expect to see 
in a country semi-military setting – an ultra 
light flypast, a ‘Warbirds’ flypast (neat little 
training aircraft), the introduction of the ‘Maize 
Queens’ entrants (a lot of maize is grown on 
the Tableland), presentation of a painting of 
the late Graham Burke, an ex Changi POW 
and local identity, a 51st Battalion military 
demonstration (a section patrol with each of 
the members giving a somewhat 
embarrassed and tongue-tied account of 
his/her role) and a hand-over of a National 
Serviceman’s Association shelter to the 
Atherton Shire Council. A lot of National 
servicemen were present in their Hats Khaki 
Fur Felt and I was one of them – briefly. 
Another quite significant event was the 
dedication of the Tobruk Fig Tree with the 
inscription that read ‘This fig tree came from a 
cutting taken off the original fig tree which 
was an important feature in the perimeter 
defence of Tobruk in Libya North Africa and is 
symbolic of the participation of Signals 9th 
Australian Division in the defence of Tobruk 
and other major battles’. Two veterans of that 
campaign were present and spoke on the 
history of the tree. 
 
At 1300 hrs the unveiling of the ten memorial 
plaques took place with due ceremony. Each 
plaque mounted on its granite plinth had 
been draped with a white cloth bearing the 
appropriate WW2 colour patch carefully sewn 
onto the cloth. Ours was there, perfectly 
created in the correct colours, the patch 
measuring about 30 cms in height. 
Apparently these are made by the wife of one 
of the committee men who then after the 
unveiling unpicks the patch so that the 
drapes can be re-used next year! The 
unveiling was carried out with considerable 
ceremony. Standing next to each plinth was 
an immaculately dressed cadet who had 
taken up that position after placing a poppy at 
the base of the plinth. The drape on removal 
was placed on the extended arm of the cadet. 
Our plaque was unveiled by our member Mr 
Lloyd (Stringy) Twine (5th Field Survey 
Company) assisted by Mr Stuart Parkinson 
(2/1st Army Topo Field Survey Company). 
Bob Skitch read out the words of the 
inscription. On completion of the unveiling all 
ten cadets smartly took one pace forward, 
right turned and marched back to the dais. 
The dedication of all plaques then took place 
from the main dais by Bishop Tony Hall-
Matthews. We didn’t hear much of this since 

our group remained at our plaque, nor did we 
hear the subsequent VP Day address by 
Lieutenant General John Grey AC (ret), 
however, I did hear it next day at the Atherton 
march and memorial service and it was an 
excellent address that I hope to publish in a 
subsequent Bulletin.  
 
Then came our little coup: who remembers 
Tony Hall-Matthews, the iconic flying padre of 
north Queensland? Following the General’s 
address I approached the Bishop (Bishop 
Tony we call him) and invited him to 
separately and more appropriately dedicate 
and bless our Survey Plaque and he gladly 
agreed to do this. He well recalled running (or 
flying) into Survey parties in North 
Queensland in past years (my experience 
with the ever exuberant Padre Tony was at 
Cooktown in 1975). So we had our own little 
service at our Survey plaque with the well 
robed Bishop Tony saying all the appropriate 
words in a highly professional manner. He 
commented afterwards that at least one of 
the ten plaques had been properly dedicated! 
I am not entirely sure what happened to the 
wreath laying component of the scheduled 
program, however, Lloyd placed the beautiful 
wreath he had had made and carried with him 
all day at the foot of our plinth which seemed 
very fitting. 
, 
And that brought the day to a close. We 
made our way back to our respective 
lodgings, some of our survey group to their 
motor homes and others to B&Bs, motels etc.  
 
But for some of us the day was not entirely 
over. A number of us had a very enjoyable 
and fun dinner at Nick’s Restaurant in 
Yungaburra with Nick himself giving us a 
piano-accordion recital late in the evening. 
 
Many had to leave early the following 
morning but a few of us managed to 
participate in the march through Atherton 
from the top of the hill to the Anzac Park in 
front of the RSL – where else? A traditional 
memorial service took place followed by a 
very adequate morning tea in the RSL up 
stairs club rooms. Was that rum I could 
increasingly smell in the air as the coffee was 
drunk? If so, I missed out! 
Roll Call: 
Lloyd and Betty Twine 
Stuart and Harley Parkinson 
Bob and Wendy Skitch 
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Bill and Ann Boyd* 
Kym and Faye Weston 
Stan and Helen Campbell 
Peter and Irene Blasket 
Bruce and Eileen Bellette 
Charlie Watson 
Bruce Wetzig 
Ace Evans 
Graham Hepple** 
* Bill and Ann Boyd were accompanied by their 
daughter and son-in-law Vivienne and Mark 
Chase and Bill’s mate Charlie Marino and his wife 
Noreen. 
** See personalia item on Page 8 
 
OUTLINE UNIT HISTORIES OF: 
2/1ST ARMY TOPO FD SVY COY 
3RD FD SVY COY 
5TH FD SVY COY 
 
Why are we honoring just these three units of 
the Australian Survey Corps at the Rocky 
Creek Memorial Park when there were other 
units of the Corps that served with equal 
distinction in the South West Pacific theatre 
during WW2? One of considerable note 
would have to be the New Guinea Field 
Survey Section (later 8 Field Survey Section) 
locally raised in Port Moresby in February 
1942. A noted member of that unit who is 
memorialised by name associated with the 
Kokoda Track is Lieutenant Jerry Owers who 
established a trafficable route from Moresby 
to the start of the Kokoda – as far as it was 
possible to take a vehicle. That point is 
known as Owers Corner but few people know 
the origin of that name. The NG Survey 
Section created the first map of any sort of 
the Kokoda Track. Because a qualifying 
condition applying to the Rocky Creek 
Memorial Park was to have been based on 
the Atherton Tableland, only the three survey 
companies stated could be included on our 
memorial plaque. 
 
So, what did they do to earn this distinction? 
Most post WW2 members of the Corps know 
little about the history of the wartime units 
although they are covered in some detail in 
our official Corps history by Chris Coulthard-
Clark. The following is largely extracted from 
that history. 
 
Outbreak of War 
In 1939 the full strength of the Svy Corps was 
less than 50. Units comprising little more than 
ten or fifteen members undertook mapping 
and geodetic survey within their means in 

accordance with a prescribed program of 
work that had been established some years 
before. Small drafting sections of three or four 
personnel were located within the military 
district headquarters. The program was 
immense and the resources small. Even after 
the commencement of the war, this slow pace 
continued. Baselines for triangulation 
schemes were being measured at Somerton 
near Tamworth in NSW and at Jondaryan 
near Toowoomba in Queensland with a view 
to a trig chain extending through the New 
England and north to Rockhampton. It is 
anyone’s guess as to what impact that might 
have on the war outcome; but they had to do 
something. 
 
Frank Miller, a 5 Coy member told me in a 
letter that he was called up in 1942 and was 
assigned to Emergency Mapping (Defence) in 
Tasmania and did plane tabling and 
triangulation – in Tasmania. He said that after 
Japan entered the war the thinking in 
Tasmania was that the Japs would invade 
Tasmania, logically because there they could 
establish a base before tackling the mainland! 
Such was the thinking in those early years. 
 
In those early years the emergency mapping 
program started on the mainland using the 
resources of the drafting sections of the 
various Lands Departments. Army Liaison 
Officers were appointed to each of the Lands 
Departments. 
 
At an early stage, in 1940, Militia Survey 
Units were formed in each of the States. 
These eventually transformed into the Field 
Survey Companies – all State based, initially.  
 
In February 1940 the first Survey Directorate 
was formed in Melbourne and this gave 
Survey a better and more coordinated voice 
in the higher echelons. 
 
2/1ST ARMY TOPO FD SVY COY 
The Middle East became the priority and on 
the 22nd April 1940 the 2/1st Aust (Corps) 
Field Survey Company later to become the 
2/1st Army Topographical Field Survey 
Company, was formed as an AIF unit under 
the command of the Royal Australian 
Engineers and commanded by Major 
Lawrence Fitzgerald. It was based at 
Puckapunyal and one of its early exploits was 
a much recorded and photographed four day 
route march from Pucka to Bendigo where it 
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was to carry out inch to the mile mapping as 
a training exercise. Being an AIF unit 
destined for overseas service it carried an 
aura of excitement and quite a number of 
personnel in the Militia Units sought to 
transfer to the 2/1st. Many did. 
 
On the 12th February 1941 the 2/1st embarked 
on the Mauritania for the Middle East. At 
Bombay the Coy transferred to the Khedive 
Ismail, finally arriving at Suez on the 16th 
March. It was initially deployed to Gaza in 
Palestine then returned to Egypt where it 
became part of the British Expeditionary 
Force (Lustre Force). Plans were in hand for 
it to go to Greece but with the fall of Greece 
the plan was abandoned.  
 
On Japan entering the war the 2/1st returned 
to Australia. In April ‘42 it was located at 
Toowoomba with sections sent to Townsville 
and Atherton. Its strength then was 10 
officers and 242 other ranks, the OC being 
Major HA Johnson. In November 1942 a 
detachment of two survey sections and one 
draughting section was deployed to Port 
Moresby – 4 officers and 68 other ranks. The 
main body comprising 20 officers and 418 
other ranks arrived in Port Moresby in March 
1943. By then sections had been deployed to 
various locations in New Guinea – Oro Bay, 
and later to Finschafen. In October 1943 two 
of its members lost their lives in an 
unrecorded presumably Japanese minefield. 
 
The 2/1st returned to Australia in April 1944 to 
Grovely in Brisbane and to Wongabel on the 
Atherton Tableland. Then in December 1944, 
6 officers and 136 other ranks deployed to 
Hollandia and then to Moratai on 1st April 
1945 to take part in Operation OBOE. The 
2/1st returned to Australia on the cessation of 
hostilities and its members demobilised or 
transferred to other units.  
 
The 2/1stSurvey Association was formed in 
1946. It was Melbourne based and only 
recently disbanded. The wartime history of 
the 2/1st was well documented by Brigadier 
Lawrence Fitzgerald in his Lebanon to 
Labuan, published in 1979. 
 
3RD FD SVY COY 
The 3rd Fd Svy Coy was formed from the 
Victorian Militia Survey Coy in January 1941. 
Its initial location was at Woodend in Victoria, 
then to Colac. In May 1942 it moved to 

Brisbane, located at the old Hamilton Town 
Hall. 
 
In July 1942 a detachment of 3 officers and 
50 other ranks was deployed to New Guinea 
to supplement the New Guinea Survey 
Section – which then became 8 Fd Svy 
Section.  
 
In November 1942 a detachment of 17 other 
ranks was deployed to Milne Bay and in 
February 1943 the remainder of the company 
arrived at Port Moresby. Further deployments 
took place to Milne Bay, the Ramu Valley and 
Finisterre Range.  
 
3 Coy returned to Australia, to Atherton in 
March 1944 where they undertook mapping 
in the Gulf hinterland and across northern 
Australia until their return to Brisbane in 
November 1945 and from there to Chatswood 
NSW where they became a holding and 
training unit. 
 
5TH FD SVY COY 
The Queensland based Militia Survey Unit 
was formed in 1940 and trained at Kilcoy. It 
then moved to the Hamilton Town Hall in 
Brisbane and became initially N Comd Fd 
Svy Coy and then with reinforcements from 
the south took the title 1 Fd Svy Coy with 
Major Bert Eggling as OC and later in 
October 1942, 5 Fd Svy Coy. In this sense 5 
Coy was Queensland’s own. Major Sam 
Ward (who was later appointed the first DAD 
Svy N Comd), Captain Charlie Martin and 
Lieutenant Alex Yeates feature prominently in 
its raising, all three prominent Queensland 
surveyors in the post war years.  
 
Early work was generally in the vicinity of 
Brisbane. Lloyd Twine tells of carrying out trig 
work north of Brisbane through the D’Agular 
Range and on Fraser Island, perhaps, after 
Japan entered the war, justified by the 
concept of the ‘Brisbane Line’ which gave rise 
to a number of rather bizarre projects. 
 
In May 1942 the Coy moved to Alligator 
Creek near Townsville, where it was co-
located with the returned 2/1st Coy. Alex 
Yeates used to tell of a degree of enmity 
between the two units, one an AIF unit with 
war service and the other a ‘choco’ unit. But 
not for long; eventually all units were 
incorporated into the AIF. In June ‘42 a 
section under Lieutenant Yeates was 
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deployed to Cape York and a detachment of 
1 officer with 11 other ranks to Merauke in 
Dutch New Guinea, not returning to Australia 
until May 1943. Now based on the Tableland, 
detachments were deployed across northern 
Queensland and into the Gulf hinterland, the 
latter under Lieutenant Noel Fletcher, years 
later Surveyor General of NSW. 
 
In April 1945 sections of the Company were 
deployed to Moratai with operation OBOE 
although the commitment to Merauke in 
Dutch New Guinea continued. At Moratai the 
Company became responsible for 
establishing theatre grid for artillery and 
undertaking mapping triangulation. Jeff 
Senior records in his memoirs that brushes 
with the Japanese were not infrequent, one 
such brush resulting in three Japanese KIA. 
This earned the Company the title of ‘the 
Fighting 5th’  
 
On return to Australia in November 1945 the 
Company was based at Chatswood. Three 
notable peace time deployments took place in 
1946, one to Spencers Gulf in South Australia 
on hydrographic work; another to Woomera 
on early reconnaissance survey for the then 
Guided Projectile Range and a third to 
Khancoban on reconnaissance mapping for 
the Snowy Mountains Project. 
 
FINALLY 
Demobilisation was occurring and personnel 
choosing to remain with the various field 
survey companies formed the nucleus of the 
post WW2 survey units, the command field 
survey sections and the AHQ Cartographic 
Company located at Bendigo, to become the 
AHQ Survey Regiment. 
 
WW2 was a period of turbulence for the 
Corps and in a way made the Corps what it 
was to become. The Corps strength reached 
about 1800 in 1944 and over 3000 passed 
through its units. Its field units absorbed just 
about all the surveyors of military age that 
existed in Australia as well as all those with 
any surveying background at all. In addition it 
absorbed draughtsmen and women from 
drawing offices around Australia including 
any with an artistic talent. For instance, the 
Boyd brothers were members of the Survey 
Corps, one, I think, serving in New Guinea. 
 
The Survey Unit Associations proliferated 
under various names after the end of the war 

and now they are fading out of existence. 
Great loyalty was shown by the WW2 
members to their associations, many 
marching of Anzac Day and meeting for 
reunions. Some still do. 
 
REUNION 2005 & AGM 
 

It was that time of year 
again; the first Saturday in 
September  and time for 
our traditional Reunion and 
Annual General Meeting in 
the Lighthorse Room of 
the Gaythorne RSL. We 
think of this an occasion 

when our WW2 veterans can attend – 
comfortable timing, easy access and pleasant 
venue. But this year only one of our WW2 
veterans present – guess who! Ninety nine 
year old Andy Steen. Andy was there in fine 
fettle, picked up from his Brighton home by 
Bob Skitch (a very pleasant chore) and this 
time – the first time I think, carrying a walking 
stick, a small concession to advancing years. 
 
Many wives were present and with the 
beverages provided by the Association, all 
appeared to have a great time. 
 
There was Frank and Nan Thorogood, both 
looking remarkably fit although Nan possibly 
being a little more nimble on her feet than 
Frank. The Gees from ‘overseas’ (Bribie 
Island) were there, Peter and Barbara Bates 
Brownsword with Barbara’s Mum up from 
Sydney complete with portable oxygen pack 
over her shoulder and of course many others 
(list below). The meal was the best ever from 
the Gaythorne RSL, choice of a delicious 
‘rack-of-lamb’ or an avocado stuffed piece of 
chicken, each with a cordon-bleu sauce 
followed by a light desert. Good quality wines 
were provided on demand to each table. 
 
Peter ran a tight AGM, listing the 
achievements of the Association since the 
last AGM – the Caloundra RA Svy Memorial, 
the more recent Rocky Creek Memorial, the 
Anzac day activities, the Gee ‘Bribie’ 
extravaganza and for those who made the 
journey, the Bendigo 90th Anniversary dinner. 
Peter spoke of future plans including an 
Engineer Memorial Park (including Survey) 
within the Enoggera military complex for units 
that have been based there over the years; a 
1/5 Coy memorial at Kilcoy and the 
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replacement of the small memorial plaque we 
installed within the Hamilton Old Town Hall 
some years ago. 
 And so the day progressed with some 
exercising their skills at extracting money 
from the pokies next door. Barbara’s Mum 
managed to fleece $60.00 from her machine 
– not sure how the others went winners are 
grinners and losers – don’t say much!. At 4 
o’clock it was time to take Andy home – good 
excuse anyhow! 
Roll Call 
Peter and Barbara Bates-Brownsword 
Barbara's mother Ellen 
Bob and Wendy Skitch 
Andy Steen 
Frank and Nan Thorogood 
Kym and Faye Weston 
Ian and Mary-Ann Thiselton 
John and Cheryl Hook 
Derek and Sandra Stanmore 
Tony and Loretta Gee 
Percy and Dell Long 
Charlie & Nyo Mar Johnson*  
Alex Cairney 
Barry Lutwyche 
Jim Gill 
Ross Smithwick 
Wally Chilcott 
John and Julie Ashby  
* Charlie is a Director of Pioneer Surveys and 
traveled from Sydney to attend the Reunion 
 
PERSONALIA and other jottings 
 
Ross MacMillan: Following the short piece 
‘Survey Corps almost ignored’ in our last 
Bulletin concerning the recently established 
Military Museum at Bandianna and my 
musing that perhaps we should do something 
to address that deficit, Clem Sargent 
suggested that I contact Ross MacMillan who 
lives in Wodonga. This prompted a telephone 
chat with Ross on the matter and he assured 
me that he would investigate and report back. 
This he did a few weeks later and it seems 
that there is simply not the interest or funding 
to mount an appropriate standing display.  On 
a personal note Ross tells me that his 
pastime is doing up old furniture and selling it 
off at the local markets. Not a big money 
spinner but he enjoys doing it. Ross said that 
there are a number of ex Corps blokes 
around Albury-Wodonga, Jack Cheater, John 
Hillier (whom we know about), Harry Hansen, 
Lloyd Patterson, Rocky Camp (who gets 
about on a battery driven scooter) and others 
but they all seem to lead their own lives and 
little interest has been shown in getting 

together. Ross says to mention to Bill Boyd 
that ‘MB’ sends his regards – no explanation 
– just that!! On a sadder note Ross told me 
that Jim Cheater whom we knew as ‘Fluffy’ 
died on 17th June and his funeral took place 
in Wodonga. 
 
Col Van Senden keeps in touch from South 
Australia. Col of course was a young 5 Coy 
man and a job undertaken by 5 Coy just after 
the war in 1945 was a triangulation control for 
a hydrographic survey being carried out by 
the Navy frigate HMAS Lachlan in Spencers 
Gulf (SA) from Port Augusta to Cleve and 
Cowell on the Eyre Peninsula. (this last bit 
from Coulthard-Clark’s history) But wasn’t 5 
Coy the Queensland unit you might well 
comment. Yes, it was but at the end of the 
war it moved to Chatswood in Sydney and 
became a holding and training unit for the 
interim army. Thus it was the fore-runner to 
our Basic Survey Course. Trained personnel 
were then posted to sections of 3 Coy in 
Queensland, Victoria, Western Australia and 
the Cartographic Company in Bendigo. These 
sections of 3 Coy finally became the 
Command Field Survey Sections. All good 
stuff for our history project.  
PS: there is more detail in Coulthard Clark’s 
history than many people give it credit for!  
 
Old mates stick together! Our October 2002 
issue of this Bulletin contains a short 
comment by Col on the Spencers Gulf job 
and how three members of that original 
detachment together with their wives met for 
dinner in a local hotel and swapped a few 
yarns – as we all do on those occasions. 
 
Graham Hepple: Who remembers Graham 
Hepple? Graham was a cook at Fortuna back 
in the 1980s. We caught up with Graham at 
Rocky Creek – he recognized Bill Boyd (who 
wouldn’t?) and spent most of the day with us 
and also in the Atherton RSL the following 
day. Like all cooks who can be posted to 
almost any unit with a cook on establishment, 
Graham kicked around a fair bit and picked 
up a number of campaign medals as a result. 
He said the best time he ever had in the Army 
was at Fortuna and always tried to get back 
there. Graham is a head serang in the 
Tablelands RSL and lives at Ravenshoe. 
 
Noel Fletcher: Noel’s son Michael dropped a 
note to say that his father has been admitted 
to the Turramurra Nursing Home. Noel has 
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been suffering from Parkinson’s for some 
time. Michael says that his father enjoys 
getting our Bulletin. Noel was surveyor 
general of NSW for many years in the ‘60s 
and ‘70s and was a great friend of Brigadier 
Don MacDonald. Noel, a 3 Coy man, was 
also President of the NSW Survey Ex-
Servicemen’s Association. 
 
Bob Purdam wrote that he was a member of 
2 Fd Svy Coy in WW2 and Charlie Watson 
had emailed him a copy of our June Bulletin. 
In his letter he states…I joined 2 Company 
when their headquarters was at Childers in 
June 1943 and went to New Guinea with No 
1 Section in December ’43. Headquarters of 2 
Coy moved to Ingham in June ’44 although 
field parties had been operating around the 
Gulf of Carpentaria and Cape York Peninsula 
(Iron Range and Cooktown) since mid 1943. 
 My training before joining 2 Coy was 
at East Burwood, Victoria. In the Australia 
Remembers Project in 1995 some ex 
members of 3 Coy organized for a plaque to 
be erected at the site of the training depot 
which was an un-painted timber hall, 
weathered grey. The orderly room and drfting 
training took place in the hall. The building 
still remains and has been painted and a 
small extension has been added. 
 Bob enclosed a photo of the hall and 
the plaque. The inscription reads ‘This East 
Burwood Reserve was the location of the field 
Survey training depot for the Royal Australian 
Survey Corps from 1941 to 1943. – Australia 
Remembers 1995’ 
 
Andy Steen: A highlight of bringing Andy to 
our Reunion each year is the story he tells on 
the drive over from Brighton to Gaythorne. 
This year Andy was musing on how 5 Coy 
came by the name the ‘Fighting Fifth’. He 
wonders if it related to a certain parade he 
took part in at Gladstone around 1943. It 
seems that Gladstone was being visited by 
Mr Frank Forde, the Minister for the Army in 
the Curtin Government. Major Bert Eggling 
had given the order that 5 Coy was to turn out 
for the parade in their best bib and tucker with 
bayonets fixed. This resulted in all sections of 
the Company being pulled in from the field to 
spend a couple of days practicing marching 
and rifle drill. The responsibility for ensuring 
that they reached an acceptable standard 
was given to Lieutenant Ron Marchant who 
on one occasion in despair was heard to 
remark that the sound of .303 butts striking 

the ground on ‘order arms’ would have 
delighted a ‘piano tuner’, implying no doubt 
that each of the 150 or so butts hit the ground 
at separate moments. Nevertheless, the 
drilling continued as did preparation of 
uniforms, blancoing of webbing and spit 
polishing of boots (brown in those days). 
Finally the day of the parade arrived and as 
always in Survey, the troops rose to the 
occasion, marching through Gladstone at the 
slope with bayonets fixed. Andy, though, 
always felt that he was never quite in time 
with the rest, perhaps as a result of his height 
he had further to move his rifle than the rest 
when standing to attention and bringing it to 
the order. Appreciating this problem when 
‘order arms’ was given, Andy had perfected 
bringing his rifle down to within half an inch of 
the ground and then lowering it gently the 
rest of the way. It worked. Order arms was 
given in front of the dais on which the Minister 
and Major Eggling were standing and the rifle 
butts all hit the ground as one; perfect. 
Lieutenant Marchant subsequently reported 
to the troops that the boss was greatly proud 
of the performance, mappers they might be 
but soldiers as well. Andy mused – well that 
might be why we were called the ‘Fighting 
Fifth’. (Ed: Jeff Senior has a different account of 
where that name came from – in Labuan, as a 
result of an unexpected enemy contact. Jeff’s 
account is in the April 2002 Bulletin) 
 

In our June 2005 (No 23) 
Bulletin there is a short 
para on Andy’s two 
brothers William and 
Cuthbert whose names 
are inscribed on the POW 
memorial which Andy 
believed was in Bendigo. 
Andy has checked with 
his daughter the location 
of the memorial and it is 
in Ballarat, not Bendigo. 
The photo shows the 
oblisk at the entrance to 
the memorial park and 

reads: ‘The Australian Ex-Prisoners of War 
Memorial’. Unfortunately another photo showing 
the names of the Steen brothers is too indistinct to 
print.  
 
Jeff Senior (5 Coy ex VX136379) writes that 
his memoir ‘Grandad’s War Service’ has 
been accepted into the research section of 
the library of the Australian War Memorial, 
Canberra. He also presented a copy to Mrs 
Noonan, widow of the late Captain Frank 
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Noonan of 5 Coy. Jeff asks that his regards 
be passed to Jim Howtson and he wishes 
that Jim would add a few more entries to his 
soldier’s pay book or reduce his recorded age 
of 83 and a bit in years. (Ed:  an extract of 
Grandad’s War Service appears in our April 2002 
Bulletin) 
 
Mary-Ann Thiselton and Rock are indeed 
proud parents and rightly so. Son Mat is now 
Corporal Mat and has been posted to 7 Sig 
Regt at Kabarla near Toowoomba. He has an 
interesting detachment coming up – to 
Bamaga, the northern-most tip of our 
continent and old 5 Coy territory. 
Congratulations Mat. (I have always felt that the 
most significant promotion I ever achieved was 
from sapper to corporal – temporary at that – BS) 
 
Of course the good news from the Thiseltons 
is that Rock is back in Brisbane having 
secured a job here and Mary-Ann remains 
our Association secretary. 
 
John (Scobie) Wilkes: Alex Cairney had an 
email from Scobie giving an update on his 
life. Scobie reports that he has sold out of 
Callala Bay (suburb of Jervis Bay) and moved 
to Toomerong, just south of Nowra in NSW 
where he has been building a house on an 
eight acre property. Scobie and his wife had 
just returned fm Thailand visiting in-laws, their 
first visit in 21 years. 
 John Wilkes attended a Basic Course 
in 1969 and served in Sumatra on Gading 1. 
He completed 12 years in RA Svy achieving 
the rank of Sergeant and on leaving worked 
for Bass Strait Oil during which time work 
took him to South East Asia where he met 
and married his wife. John had become a sea 
farer, according to Alex the de-facto skipper 
of his vessel. In this role he was involved in 
the huge dredging operation in Moreton Bay 
off Brisbane providing sand fill for the 
construction of the Brisbane Airport. Seeking 
a quieter life he took a job as a storeman at 
the HMAS Albatross at Jervis Bay. 
 
The Ashbys have reason to be proud of their 
daughter Jane. The following article and 
photograph from the Army Newspaper says it 
all …… 
“ADF participants in Exercise Longlook have 
joined the villagers of Codsford in Wiltshire 
for the 16th annual restoration of a symbol 
that has become part of the countryside. 
The idea of an Australian Brigade 
Commander who wanted to leave a visible 

mark, a Rising Sun Badge measuring 53x45 
metres was carved into ‘Misery Hill’ nearby in 
1917. 
The soldiers of 13 Training Battalion AIF who 
maintained the badge as a form of 
punishment named the site ‘Misery Hill’. 
The Codford area has had a long history with 
Anzac soldiers. During WW!1 large training 
and transfer camps were established for tens 
of thousands of troops waiting to move to 
France. Codford also became a depot in 
1916 for the men who had been evacuated 
from the front line and were not fit to return to 
the front. 
The meticulously maintained war cemetery 
nearby is the second largest in UK and 
contains the graves of 97 Anzac soldiers, 636 
members of the AIF and 173 members of the 
New Zealand Expeditionary Forces. 
The effect of two World Wars still resonates 
in the local community and there is still a 
sense of welcoming towards Australians and 
New Zealanders. Codford villagers hold a 
remembrance ceremony on Anzac day each 
year. 
The Australian Rising Sun badge and the 
War Cemetery are the only reminders of a 
period when troops from Britain, Australia and 
New Zealand were stationed in and around 
Codford Village”. 
 

Cpl Jane Ashby at the Codford War 
 
Frank Miller (a 5 Coy man) of Gravelly 
Beach in Tassie has dropped a line or two to 
the editor. Frank writes: 
Thanks for sending the Bulletin – comments 
and news of old gaffers like me revive many 
happy memories. 
News of the plaque at Rocky Creek….I often 
hitched a ride to the hospital there where my 
‘nearly sister’ was a nurse. My trips to Rocky 
Creek were happy events improved by taking 
my greatcoat as a means of importing surplus 
food, especially eggs – hot and tricky work 
but usually successful.  
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The article on ‘Ablutions’ makes me glad. I 
was in 5th Survey with its talented doovalers, 
especially the showers, hand made from 
kerosene tins, holes in the bottom controlled 
by Sal Vital tins including lids soldered over 
the holes – perfect taps – and hot water from 
44 galleon drums set horizontally over a fire, 
a spout replacing the small bung on top of the 
drum and at the other end a large funnel – 
you got as much hot water out as you put 
cold water in – no one could bludge your 
share. I reckon it was a luxury compared with 
many survey camps in civvy street; eg, two 
tin basins on the floor, soap up in one and 
rinse in the other; even tougher sometimes, 
nothing but a creek in the scrub and COLD! 
After the maidens of a mining town 
discovered us – fortunately it was quite a 
while before we found out. Just as well they 
were discrete about their discovery or we 
would have had a visit from the gentlemen in 
blue. 
Don’t feel bound to print all my wandering 
down memory lane…best wishes..Frank. 
Frank – we love your contributions;  Ed 
 
Bill Kitson of the Landcentre Museum of 
Surveying and Mapping assisted by Dr Judith 
Mackay of the Queensland Museum is writing 
the history of surveying (and this includes 
mapping) in Queensland from the very 
beginning till the end of WW2. Bill’s chapter 
on Defence covers early colonial mapping 
from 1870, early Federal mapping,  the Great 
War and the formation of the Australian 
Survey Corps; then the Second World War. 
Mention is made and short biographical notes 
provided of some of the Survey Corps greats 
– names like Vance, Lynch, Aldred, Smith 
and Rossiter and later in WW2, Ward, Martin, 
Yeates and Eggling. The account of the 
Corp’s activities is precise, economical and 
very well written. The History will be 
published as a pictorial with many interesting 
and unique photographs. The assistance of 
your Editor was enlisted to check the 
manuscript to ensure that the military jargon 
was correct. 
 
RA Svy Associations in other States 
 
Western Australia: Brian Mead advises in a 
newsletter that they will have their Annual 
Reunion Dinner once again at the Victoria 
League Club in Shenton Park on Saturday 
24th September. The Association will pay for 
drinks. Should be a great night, Brian! 

 
Victoria: 3rd Aust Fd Svy Coy (AIF) 
Association continues with an ever aging but 
no less enthusiastic membership. Twenty six 
members attended their recent reunion on the 
60th Anniversary of VP day. Anzac Day saw 
the Association marching again or if not 
marching traveling by jeep. President Bert 
Ziebell performed the brief ceremony at the 
Survey Tree in the Shrine Gardens and Pat 
Hogan laid their wreath in memory of past 
comrades. After the ceremony they retired to 
the Bull and Bear for lunch and a reunion, a 
habit of many years past. 
 The newsletter makes mention of 
those who marched, the names of many may 
be familiar to our own members: 
 
Len Heron 
Max Wehner 
Pat Braburn 
Howard Cook 
Bill Fitzgerald 
Pat O’Meara 
Ron Simpson 
John Whealy 
Len Davies 
Ralph Warren 
 

Ralph Lawrence 
John O’Sullivan 
Wes Runting 
John Keil 
Frank Gaffy 
Ray Whiting 
Laurie Macnamara  
Bill Black  
Dave King 
Bert Zeibell 
 

Vale: Alan Gotterson (Bowral),Kieth Turley, Don 
Mcgregor (Perth), Joe Molina, Harold Trist, Jack 
Hunt. 
 
Noel Sproles: Noel and Lynda took a trip to 
Darwin a few weeks ago on the Ghan. Not a 
great experience according to Noel and since 
they took their CRV with them they came 
back by road. Noel writes….. 
 

“Attached is a 
photo of yours truly 
at the Johnston 

Geodetic 
Station.  I could 
not pass it by on 
our recent Darwin 
to Adelaide trip 
now could I?   It is 
in good nick but 
needs a bit of hot 
water and soap to 
clear off the bird 
poo from the 
plaque.  I asked 

the bloke at Mt Cavanaugh station (Johnston 
is on Mt Cavanaugh and I did the old RASvy 
task of seeking permission first – nostalgia 
there) if many people came to visit it. ‘Oh 
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yeah’, he says ‘about two a year and you are 
the first this year’. So I guess not too many 
people drop in but probably more than at 
most stations”. 
 “I visited Len Beadell’s grave at 
Woomera. The SA Surveyor General has 
coordinated it and called it ‘Lenny’s Rest’. 
They marked it with an Australian Survey 
Corps plaque (note, no ‘Royal’) which is a 
nice touch. Anyhow, I think that I read about 
this once (especially the difficulty in finding an 
old style plaque) so it is probably old news 
but if you are interested or want a pikkie I can 
send you one”. 
 “Whereas all the other graves in the 
cemetery are laid out in blocks and rows, 
Lennie is at the end of the access road, in the 
middle, on the highest piece of ground, in a 
special place of honour. The only other 
instance I have seen of this sort of honour is 
Gen Patton’s grave in Luxembourg where he 
is facing all the other graves that are laid out 
in a fan shape facing his grave”. 
The Johnson Geodetic Station is the survey 
station closest to what was previously the National 
Origin for the Australian National Spheroid 1966, 
also called the Australian Geodetic Datum. It 
replaced what was previously the datum for 
Australia, the Sydney Observatory. It is 
sometimes referred to as the centre of the 
Australian Continent. With the adoption of the 
earth–centred reference system occasioned by 
satellite geodesy, its significance is now more 
historical than actual….Ed 
 
The not-so-well 
 
Kevin Walsh was visited by his son Ian (from 
UK) in July but Ian arrived just as Kev was 
admitted to the Caloundra Private Hospital. 
Ian stayed on finally returning to UK in mid 
August. Needless to say Kev has not been at 
all good and came pretty close to departing 
this life. But he rallied as always and has now 
taken up residence in the RSL Care 
establishment ‘Centaur Retirement 
Community”, located conveniently next door 
to the Caloundra RSL Services Club. Kevin is 
confined to a wheel chair now and tires 
quickly. He has a telephone 07 5491 1544 
and would welcome a call or even a visit 
should you be passing that way. 
 
Bruce Bowers: had a heart attack and spent 
a few days in coronary care in Redcliffe 
Hospital. Bruce did 20 years in the Corps and 
now lives in Morayfield. Bruce’s wife Ann said 
there is a history of heart problems in his 

family and Bruce is determined not to follow 
the family trend and with dieting has peeled 
off six kilos. He and Ann have purchased a 
motor home and plan to do a few local 
excursions before tackling the longer 
distances in a few years. Bruce keeps his 
own small firm ASCON Drafting Services 
alive but now contracts his services to 
Sunstate Engineering Surveys where he is 
office manager. Sunstate has been heavily 
involved in some of Brisbane’s larger sub 
divisional estates, notably Springfield 
between Brisbane and Ipswich. Bruce enjoys 
his work and the people he works with and 
has no plan to give it away just yet. Bruce 
marched with us last Anzac Day. 
 
 

1st TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY 
SQUADRON  
 

The members of 1 Topo Svy Sqn have 
experienced a very busy year, thus far. 
Between the months of April and July the unit 
supported approximately ten exercises.  
 
The unit’s heaviest commitment was to 
Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 2005 (Ex TS 
05) in June. Ex TS 05 was a United States 
led, Australia supported, combined task force 
exercise focussed on planning and 
conducting high-end war fighting and peace 
enforcement. 1 Topo Svy Sqn provided 
comprehensive support, including Major 
Shaun Hoffmann providing command and 
control on USS Blueridge. The MGI Troops 
provided a Rapid Geospatial Support System 
(RGSS) detachment of two members on 
HMAS Melville, and a Military Geospatial 
Information (MGI) Section (one officer and 
nine sappers) with a Topographical Support 
System (TOPOSS) in Townsville. 
 
The members of Specialist Troop (Spec Tp) 
have also experienced a very busy year with 
extended commitments to AACAP (ATSIC 
Army Community Assistance Program) 2005. 
Seven of the unit’s surveyors have been 
involved in the construction of a 1250 m long 
airstrip at Yakanara. The airstrip will provide 
the local community with access to the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service. 
 
Over the past few months, the unit has also 
provided instructor support to the Geomatic 
Engineering Wing (GEW) at the School of 
Military Engineering (SME).  Without this 
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support GEW would not have been able to 
conduct the geomatic basic (initial 
employment/trade) or intermediate 
(promotion/corporal) courses. 
On the 15th July, the unit had been afforded 
the privilege of a visit from the Chief of Army, 
Lieutenant General P.F. Leahy, AO and on 
the 16th August, the Land Commander 
Australia, Major General M.A. Kelly, AM. Next 
week (12th to 16th September) the unit plays 
host to the Land Command Geomatic 
Conference. This conference is conducted 
annually with the aim of synchronising and 
progressing the provision of tactical geomatic 
support to military operations. This year the 
theme is ‘Geo Fusion’.  On the Saturday night 
following the conference, the unit will then 
host the annual ’Military Map Makers’ Dinner.  
 
On this note, I’d like to make a mention of our 
Multimedia Technicians (previously referred 
to as Illustrator Reprographic Technicians). 
Corporal Tony Birthisel and Sapper Anita Gill 
who, with their creative talents, expertise in 
graphic arts and inability to say ‘no’, have 
enhanced considerably all our functions and 
unit activities.  
 
In July, we sadly farewelled WO2 Ian Baldwin 
(Darwin), WO2 Brett Parkin and SGT Hamish 
Goetze, and in August, Sergeant Doug 
Whiteside (Darwin). All have completed 
twenty years service and are looking forward 
to a ‘seachange’. On a happier note, two 
members celebrated milestone birthdays, 
Sergeant Penny Knott (50 years) and 
Warrant Officer Class 1 Barrie Craymer (55 
years). Warrant Officer Craymer will continue 
to serve as the unit’s SSM for the remainder 
of the year, but as a reservist on full time 
service. 
 
In sport we competed in the garrison soccer 
grand final yesterday, played extremely well 
all game, only to lose in a penalty shoot out. 
In the Annual Squadron Aussie Rules 
Football Match, on the 22nd July, the OC’s 
team ‘Hoffmann’s Hellfires’ courageously won 
over the SSM’s team ‘Craymer’s Crusaders’,  
(who had the talents of the CO 6 ESR 
Lieutenant Colonel Bill Thomson, a member 
of the ADF National Team, and built like a 
‘fridge on legs’, on their side).  Two of our 
newest female members, Sapper Annie 
Young and Sapper Emily Dutton, represented 
the unit in the ADF Inter-service Cross 
Country and Biathlon Championships, held at 

Mount Hotham in August.  Competing for the 
first time, they finished the ‘Women’s (over) 5 
km Classic’ in sixth and fourth places 
respectively; an amazing achievement in its 
own right. They then, as members of the 
Army team, competed in the Women’s Relay 
and cruised home in first place in 1 hour 31 
minutes and 42 seconds.  Needless to say, 
they would both love to compete again next 
year. 
 
Last but not least, Army (1Topo Svy Sqn, 
SOCOMD and SASR) have a number of 
Geomatic Technicians currently serving on 
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. On behalf 
of the entire geomatic community, I would like 
to wish them all the best and a safe and 
expedient return to their loved ones. 
 
Cheers…..Sergeant Susanne Bourne 
 
A SOLDIER CALLED HUGH…Bob Skitch 
 
The following story has nothing to do with 
Survey but perhaps something to do with 
those uncertain times of WW2 and what is 
often called ‘the fog of war’. 
 
Wendy and I were touring in far North 
Queensland recently and in our group was an 
old bloke called Hugh. We got talking and 
Hugh said he had had 34 years of army 
service joining in 1941 at the age of 17. At 
that age Hugh could hardly wait to join up 
and go to the Middle East so he fiddled his 
age a bit and got into Engineers.  
 
By the time Hugh had finished his recruit 
training Japan had entered the war and 
Hugh’s hope of going to the Middle East was 
dashed and he found himself training recruits 
at Kapooka. He said that on one occasion 
they were doing a fire and movement 
exercise with live rounds and a group headed 
by a sergeant had fallen behind and Hugh felt 
his blokes were in danger of collecting so he 
ordered the sergeant to order his section to 
ground arms and after some altercation the 
sergeant complied – at least that was Hugh’s 
story.  
 
Hugh kept applying for overseas service, by 
now to New Guinea. They sent him to the 
north coast of Brisbane near Caloundra on 
construction work. One job involved pulling 
out old telephone poles and inserting them in 
the ground at an angle of 45 degrees at a 
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metre or two apart as coastal defences to 
discourage beach landings. Another was the 
building of an underground RAP just south of 
Caloundra and another was the erection of 
an anti-submarine barrage from Caloundra to 
Bribie Island. On all of these projects Sapper 
Hugh played an important role; for instance, 
swimming the lead line for the barrage net 
across to Bribie – at least, according to Hugh; 
and no doubt he did.  
 
Finally Hugh got his wish and he was sent to 
New Guinea on the Manoora and he joined 
his Engineer unit at Seventeen Mile out of 
Moresby. Fighting was raging on the Kokoda 
and Hugh now a Corporal was engaged on 
track and bridge work, improving access to 
the Kokoda Track and improving the ‘Golden 
Staircase’ rising up from Owers Corner. 
Unfortunately Hugh, now 18, fell crook with 
appendicitis and had to be hospitalised at 
Seventeen Mile where his appendix was 
whipped out. While Hugh was recuperating 
he was visited by a padre who asked him 
who his NOK was and Hugh said his Mum 
and gave the padre her address and thought 
no more about it. The padre did the right thing 
and wrote to Hugh’s Mum and told her that he 
had visited her son Hugh who was just fine 
recovering from wounds.  
 
Mum, believing that her son was still in 
Australia since he was under age for 
overseas service, was somewhat distraught 
and the upshot was that Hugh was returned 
to Australia and discharged. This resulted in 
Hugh being manpowered and was assigned 
to a well known engineering firm that was 
engaged on army contract work on the basis 
of cost plus ten percent. Hugh rankled at this 
and could see that it was all one big rip-off. 
He desperately wanted to get back into the 
Army and having reached the age of 19 
applied again and again but couldn’t get a 
manpower release. Finally he fronted up to 
the manpower authority (wearing his ‘active 
service badge’) and threatened to pull the 
plug on the engineering firm ripping off the 
Government and got his way – he was back 
into Engineers and his old unit, but as a 
sapper again. 
But it was not back to New Guinea. He was 
sent to Kapooka training recruits and it was 
not until the push to Labuan that he saw 
active service again. By now Hugh was a 
sergeant and he survived that campaign and 
then the war ended. Because of his early 

enlistment, Hugh was demobbed fairly quickly 
and he became a civilian. His Mum was ailing 
and Hugh looked after her, perhaps until her 
passing. Then it was time for Hugh to look at 
the Army again and he enlisted into Infantry 
and was sent to Japan with the BCOF. The 
Korean War started and Hugh went to Korea 
but I think that is another story. Back from 
Korea he continued in the Army rising in rank 
to Warrant Officer Class One – served in 
Vietnam I think and finally retired in the mid 
‘70s. So that is Hugh’s story – more or less. 
Why have I told it? It gives an interesting 
perspective on WW2 service. At times it was 
all pretty confusing and lacking purpose and 
logic. But for Hugh it was central to his life; 
not much else mattered. Hugh lives in 
Kingaroy country and heads his RSL sub 
branch and local Legacy. 

POSTSCRIPT – The Military Mapmaker’s 
Dinner 

The event is now over and it was a great 
occasion. With some seventy seated our 
Association was well represented. An 
excellent three course meal was served with 
the junior members of 1 Topo Svy Sqn acting 
as stewards for the night, and very competent 
they were. Army Catering no longer provides 
this sort of service. Official guests included Lt 
Col Bill Thompson, CO of 6 Engineer Support 
Regiment and a past OC of 1 Topo, our 
Association member Dr Ken Lyons, guest 
speaker of the night and Lt Col Bob Skitch 
who had the honour of proposing the toast to 
RA Svy. Hosting Dr Lyons was Lt  K. Joyce 
who had recently been awarded a PhD – 
such is the level of academic achievement 
one finds in the Army these days. We were 
entertained throughout the evening by an 
ensemble from the Queensland University 
Military Band playing a varied selection of 
music, light classical, jazz and pop. They 
gave an excellent rendition of the RA Svy 
march Wandering the Kings Highway when 
Bob proposed the toast to the Corps and 
never missing an opportunity to do so, said a 
few words about 2005 being a year of 
anniversaries the end of WW2, our Corps 90th 
the Vietnam 30th and then spoke on the 
recent plaque dedication by our Queensland 
Association at Rocky Creek. 
 
Ken Lyons in his address spoke on his early 
career in the Corps and later as a reserve 
officer in non-corps appointments, his 
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appointment to the professorial chair in 
surveying at the University of Queensland 
and finally in private consultancy in overseas 
assignments. Ken reflected on the rate of 
technological change in spatial sciences, the 
importance of attribute information and the 
military application. Ken has promised notes 
on his address and if forthcoming a fuller 
account will be included in our next Bulletin. 
 
We were delighted to have with us Gary 
Warnest representing the Ex-Fortuna 
Association acknowledging and thanking our 
Queensland Association for the support we 
have given to past Bendigo events, and 
especially the recent 90th Anniversary 
celebration. 
 
Our next issue of our Bulletin will carry a 
selection of photos in its Photo Gallery and a 
full listing of attendees. 
 
A LITTLE HUMOUR 

A man in a hot air balloon realised he was 
lost.  

He reduced altitude and spotted a woman 
below. He descended a bit more and 
shouted. "Excuse me, can you help me?" I 
promised a friend I would meet him an hour 
ago, but I don't know where I am." 

The woman below replied, "You're in a hot air 
balloon hovering 28 metres above the 
ground. You're between 40.9995 and 41 
degrees north latitude and between 60.4999 
and 60.5 degrees longitude." 

"You must be a Surveyor," said the balloonist.  

"I am," replied the woman, "How did you 
know?"  

"Well," answered the balloonist, "everything 
you told me is technically correct, but I've no 
idea what to make of your information, and 
the fact is I'm still lost. Frankly, you've not 
been much help at all. If anything, you've 
delayed my trip." 

The woman below responded, "You must be 
in management."  

"I am," replied the balloonist, "but how did 
you know?"  

"Well," said the woman, "you don't know 
where you are or where you're going. You 
have risen to where you are due to a large 
quantity of hot air. You made a promise, 
which you've no idea how to keep, and you 
expect people beneath you to solve your 
problems. The fact is you are in exactly the 
same position you were in before we met, but 
now, somehow, it's my fault.
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