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EVENTS 
90TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER – Bendigo, Friday 1 July 2005 (From Magna Carto) 
The Ex Fortuna Survey Association is pleased to be able to host celebrations for the 90th 
anniversary of the formation of the Royal Australian Survey Corps in Bendigo on “Corps Day”. 
Again we have chosen the “All Seasons Quality Resort” a venue large enough to cater for any 
number attending the dinner. Other activities are planned for the weekend. For any who may have 
missed out on the big “Back to Bendigo” function, this is now your opportunity to join us. This 90th 
anniversary is likely to be the most significant event to be held by Ex Survey Associations 
for some years. We are all growing older and our numbers are diminishing. Added to that is the 
reality that we are now scattering to the extents of the continent and beyond. This is one of those 
special opportunities to gather in large numbers. The more that attend, the more significant it will 
be with the opportunity of catching up with old friends. Function return slips are attached at the end 
of this Bulletin and to allow for catering payment must be forwarded with the return slip by the cut 
off date, 17 June 2005.  
The Anniversary Dinner is to be held at the All Seasons Quality Resort, (03) 5443 8166 171-183 McIvor 
Road, Bendigo, commencing at 1930hrs. There is ample parking at the venue. Dress is neat casual with 
some Survey Corps memorabilia if possible. There will be minimal formality at this sit down table service 
dinner. A seating plan will only be provided for the head table. A two course, two choice meal is to be served 
with your order being taken at the table on the day. Meal cost includes initial drinks on arrival on the table; 
further drinks are available at bar prices. Please go to our reception table on arrival to confirm your 
attendance and collect a name tag. Seating will be at round tables in parties of about eight. Cost of dinner 
is $40 per head.  
Mr Harry Raisbeck has agreed to be our guest of honour. He and his father John Raisbeck had a 
large impact on the Corps, during its early years and it is pleasing that he will be with us to help 
celebrate this significant milestone.  
Further details of this important event can be found on page 19. A detailed return form is at the back 
page of this Bulletin. RSVP date is 17 June 2005 
 
Queensland Association Events for 2005 
ANZAC DAY 
March with your Association mates on Monday 25th April 2005. Anzac Day 2005 promises to be another 
memorable occasion starting with the dawn service at the 2nd Combat Engineer Regiment (2 CER) 7 Sqn 
Cenotaph at Enoggera Barracks adjacent to Samford Road. Again this year members and their families and 
friends are invited to I Topo Svy Sqn RAE for a barbecue breakfast after the dawn service. A thirty seater 
bus will depart the Squadron at 0930 hours and passengers will be dropped as close as possible to the 
Assembly point for the City March. 
We will form up somewhere in the vicinity of the Treasury Casino in Elizabeth Street. If in doubt inquire at the 
information booth in Queens Park. The Squadron is providing banner bearers and this year we will be led by 
Jim Gill. Our icon theodolite will precede the banner three paces behind our leader will be carried by 
Association member Colin Moorhead. This year it is berets to the fore. Until we get our own 
manufactured in RA Svy purple, marchers are invited to dig out of their trunks their army issue beret 
with Corps badge and don it for the march. If you cannot locate it or it has been used for polishing 
the car then you could probably pick one up at an ‘army disposal’ place. 
After the March: This year the post march drinks and bbq will be at I Topo Svy Sqn Murray Bar at 
Enoggera. The bus will take us there. 
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Events for remainder of 2005 
May Friday – 27th  ‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL 
June Thursday –23rd 

Note date change 

 

 

 

 Friday – 24th  

Col Alex Laing Memorial Dinner for Corps Birthday. This 
event is number dependent in view of the 90th Anniversary 
event at Bendigo in July. Please note that the date has 
been brought forward a week from that previously advised 
RSVP Bob Skitch 20 May 05 
‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL 

July Friday – 1st  
 
Friday – 29th  

RA Svy 90th Anniversary Dinner in Bendigo. Those 
intending to go need to notify Mary-Ann by 31 Jan 05 
‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL 

August Sunday – 14th 
 
Friday – 26th  

Unveiling and dedication of commemorative plaque at 
Rocky Creek on Atherton Tableland – a most important 
event – see page 6 
‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL 

September Saturday – 3rd  
Friday – 30th  

Annual Reunion and AGM at Gaythorne RSL 
‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL 

October TBA 
 
Friday – 28th  

Military Mapmaker’s Dinner at Enoggera – organised 
and hosted by 1 Topo Survey Troop 
‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL 

November TBA 
 
Friday – 25th  

Derek Chambers Award Presentation at the Murray Bar 
of I Topo Survey Troop. 
Last ‘Last Friday’ drinks at Gaythorne RSL 

 
Special note regarding the Colonel Alex Laing Memorial Dinner at the United Service Club on Thursday 
23rd June. We would like to proceed with this special function if at all possible, accepting that there may be a 
number of our members traveling south to Bendigo for the 90th Anniversary Dinner. Cost is likely to be 
$60.00 per head for an excellent three course dinner and table drinks. Please give it your consideration and 
let Bob Skitch know by 20 May 05 
 

COMMITTEE 
Patron      Lieutenant Colonel EU Anderson MBE (Ph 3408 9179)  
President    Peter Bates-Brownsword (Ph 3289 7001) 
Past President   Jim Houston (Ph 3351 4952) 
Vice President   Bob Skitch (Ph 3265 1370) 
Secretary & Asst Treasurer Mary-Ann Thiselton (Ph 3353 1026) 
Treasurer   Ross Smithwick (Ph 3356 5786) 
Functions & Sqn Liaison         Alex Cairney (Anzac Day, Reunion) (Ph 3397 7583) 
Bulletin Editor   Bob Skitch (Ph 3265 1370) 
North Coast member  Kim Weston (Ph 5445 6927; mob 0427 377 226) 
WW2 Veteran Member  Jim Houston (Ph 3351 4952) 
Welfare & membership database Jim Gill (Ph 3264 1597) 
Member (unallocated)  Stan Campbell (Ph 3285 3970) 
Squadron OC   Major Shaun Hoffmann 
Squadron SSM   WO1 BL (Barrie) Craymer (Ph 3332 7564) 
Note: Refer Veteran’s Affairs matters to Peter Bates-Brownsword and Stan Campbell 

 
NOTICES 

 
SITUATION VACANT 
With Mary-Ann’s departure (most likely in June) 
your Association needs a secretary. A hard act to 
follow you might say. Yes, but not a particularly 
onerous one. We don’t have an overwhelming 
amount of correspondence inwards or outwards 
and much of that is handled by our President. 
Member subscriptions are forwarded to the 
secretary, that is, those not paid at the annual 
September reunion so there is some banking to 
do. Maintaining the membership data base has 

  
been something Rock has looked after and Jim 
Gill has agreed to undertake this responsibility. So 
there is likely to be some re-assignment of 
responsibilities. Keeping the minutes of bi-monthly 
committee meetings and the annual general 
meeting falls to the secretary and also close 
liaison with the treasurer, Ross Smithwick. 
Please let President Peter know if you are 
prepared to undertake this important function. 
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LAST FRIDAY 
Last Fridays continue at the Gaythorne RSL 
with increasing patronage. Alex Cairney 
reports that on the last occasion, Fri 25 Feb 
04, the following members were in 
attendance: Rock and Mary-Ann Thistleton, 
Peter and Robyn Tangey, Derek and Sandra 
Stanmore, Jim Cook, John Smith Brian 
Cosford, Wally Chilcott, Ian Fitzgerald and of 
course Alex Cairney himself. This was the 
last ‘last Friday’ for Rock, who was the 
initiator of this regular function, before his 
departure for Bendigo, Mary-Ann to follow 
later. Alex comments “their departure will be 
at a great loss to the Association here in 
Queensland”.  
 
ASSOCIATION BADGE 
Association badges are still available from the Ex-
Fortuna Survey Association. Place your orders 
with Mary-Ann and we will try to satisfy them. 
 
ASSOCIATION TIE and SCARF 
March Magna Carto advises that the RAE Corps 
Shop has run out of RA Svy Corps Ties. The Ex 
Fortuna Survey Association has contracted to 
have 100 ties produced with our Association ‘tri-
badge emblem’ using the same colours as 
previous. As well as that, matching ladies scarves 
are being obtained. Price of each is $20.00 and 
$7.00 postage. We suggest you place your order 
directly with the Ex Fortuna Association, Tracey 
Phillips, email phipsys@bigpond.com or phone 
Mary-Ann. 
 
BERETS TO WEAR ON ANZAC DAY 
There is clear support for the wearing of an 
appropriate beret on Anzac day. Until we get our 
own manufactured in RA Svy purple, marchers 
are invited to dig out of their trunks their army 
issue beret with Corps badge and don it for 
the march. If you cannot locate it or it has 
been used for polishing the car then you could 
probably pick one up at an ‘army disposal’ 
place. 

 
VIETNAM – A TECHNICAL TOUR by Bob 
McMillan-Kay.  
Copies can be obtained from Bob McMillan-Kay at 
a cost of $36.00 including postage. We commend 
this highly successful book of Bob’s Vietnam 
experience. Bob’s address is 14 March Lane, 
Maryborough, Qld, 4650. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA 
Copies may be purchased from the Ex-Fortuna 
Survey Association (PO Box 865 Bendigo 3552) 
at $60.00 plus postage of $11.50 including cost of 
a padded postal bag.  
 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2003 – 
2004 & 2004 - 2005  
 ‘Don’t go to sleep on your membership!’ 
Keep in touch with you Survey Corps mates 
by being a paid-up member of your 

Association. 
Our financial year 
runs from Sept to 
Sept. Subscription is 
but $10.00 per year. 
We encourage you to 
pay three years in 
advance (or more if 
you wish). Some 

have already done this. Subscription is waived for 
veterans 75 and over who have been standing 
paid-up members of our Association. 
 
PNG MEDAL 
We believe we have an entitlement even though 
the PNG High Commission in neither Canberra 
nor the PNG Defence Dept at Port Moresby is 
prepared to comment. Perhaps they have more 
weighty matters on their mind. If anyone wishes to 
give Christies a go, send to our President a photo 
copy of some record of your service in PNG post 
1945 and we will provide you with a letter of 
support. The cost is $50.00. Who is prepared to 
give it a go? 
 
MEDALS – THEY KEEP COMING 
A new medal is in the offing – The Australian 
Defence Medal for volunteer service in either the 
regular forces or the reserve for a minimum period 
of six years from the end of WW2 onwards. 
Issuing on application could commence from the 
middle of 2005. It is estimated that up to 400,000 
servicemen and women could be eligible. 
And yet another medal The Malaysian 
Government is to award a commemorative 
medal to Australian servicemen and women who 
served in Malaysia from 1957 to 1966. The award 
is titled Pingat Jasa Malaysia (PJM), in recognition 
of their "distinguished chivalry, gallantry, sacrifice, 
or loyalty" in contributing to the freedom of 
independence of Malaysia. The Department of 
Defence will receive applications, verify the 
service and eligibility and facilitate the approval to 
wear the award in accordance with guidelines for 
foreign awards. 
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OUR HISTORY PROJECT – What did we do over all those years – 1946- 1996? 
Some information has come in but no where near enough. Noel Sproles has contributed and so 
has John Bullen and Clem Sargent. I am working on mine and I have had a couple of entries from 
Alex Cairney but need more from the E Comd members. We need input from other Associations. 
Darby in SA and Brian in WA have given me some assurances. It is important that we keep at it. 
With the passing of years our memory dims. It is not just we old blokes who need to contribute but 
also the younger members, who served during the ‘80s and ‘90s. I don’t need it in any particular 
format – reasonably legible handwriting is OK and it need not be tabulated. The following example 
may assist…. 
 
YR UNIT OPERATION 

PROJECT 
DURATION LOCATION NATURE OF WORK 

UNDERTAKEN 
PERSONS TAKING PART OTHER 

INFORMATION 
19
56 

N Cmd 
Fd Svy 
Sect 

No name On-going Qld – 
Macrossan, 
Charters 
Towers, …. 

Control for 1” to 1 mile 
mapping - 4th order 
triangulation, 
Intersection, resection, 
(plane table) baro 
heighting 

Capt EU (Ed) Anderson OC, 
WO2 Blue Hunter, Sgts 
Snow Ralston, Jeff Lambert, 
Garney Cook, Cpls Ted 
Miller, Geoff Helsham, Sprs 
Sam Chambers, Brian 
Berkery, Bob Skitch. 

Arrived May at 
Macrossan. Sect 
had not returned 
to Brisbane since 
sometime in 
1955. Xmas in 
the field…….. 

 
IS THAT A PLANE TABLE? 
We older members of the Survey Corps can easily recognise a plane table when we see one. But what is 
this? A plane table on an artillery gun site? Ken Shaw drew my attention to this photo published in a local 
newspaper last ANZAC day. It had an AWM identification number in the bottom right hand corner so (with 
advice from John Bullen) I located the AWM website and here it is. The AWM kindly gave me permission to 
use the photo in our Association Bulletin at no cost.  
John Bullen comments: Sorry to disappoint you, but this photo is not in anyway related to mapping!  I 
remember from my own artillery training on 25 pounders in the field that the GPO (gun positioning officer) on 
Battery HQ would use a plane table as standard procedure to survey the guns in, prior to ranging.  I was 
trained at this, but I forget the details now.  I think we used compass, protractor, alidade and scales, but 
none of the other instruments necessary for mapping. The sole purpose of what the GPO is doing in this 
photo is to get his guns laid on the same line, each gun being referred to an aiming mark within or just 
outside the gun position.  And a plane table was the way you did it, at least up to 1960.  After then I was 
more interested in where the rounds fell, rather than in how you aimed the guns!  I guess you too had the 
experience of directing artillery fire in Vietnam. (No John, I didn’t) 
Another point.  The gunners didn’t call it a plane table.  To them, it was Boards, Artillery.  Most of them quite 
probably didn’t know the surveyors used them for mapping, just as few sigs (or others, come to that) knew 
that surveyors used heliographs. 
 

 
The 12th Army Battalion, Australian Field Artillery, preparing an 18 pounder battery site behind 
Vaulx, for registration on Lagnicourt. The gun layer, Corporal A C Crockson, is just visible above the 
shield (right foreground). A team of six horses is towing three limbers hitched together, is moving to 
the rear to refill after dumping ammunition under camouflage netting. Also identified is Lieutenant 
Raymond (left), standing behind a tripod, surveying the gun site 
.
A MOST REMARKABLE DVD     Bob Skitch 
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 A most remarkable DVD that describes a 
most remarkable venture. Perhaps this might be 
construed as some sort of sales pitch but those 
who have seen ‘One of our Mines is Missing’ 
could only agree that it is an apt and appropriate 
statement. So what’s it all about? 
 

 
 During my recent tripping in UK Wendy 
and I spent a couple of days with my old British 
Armey (RE Survey) friend, Phillip Robinson. I 
served with Phillip in Singapore in 1969/70 with 84 
Survey Squadron RE as the only and lonely 
Australian officer. Phillip became a good mate. 
Phillip has long had a penchant for adventure and 
over the years has done a number of remarkable 
things just short of climbing Mount Everest – pot-
holing and all that sort of thing. I am not the only 
RA Svy person to have known Phillip. Many of 
those who served as exchange officers/WOs in 
UK will have known him. Also, at the closing stage 
of his military career Phillip spent some years as a 
survey and mapping consultant to the Sultan of 
Oman. In this role he visited Australia successfully 
recruiting surveyors for Oman. Stan Campbell and 
Duncan Brimson accepted the challenge. So quite 
a few of us came to know Phillip. 
 Now, what about that ‘remarkable DVD! 
Over a number of years Phillip has been involved 
with an organisation called ‘The Durand Group’. 
Quoting from their own publication, “The Durand 
Group is a fraternal association of individuals who 
have voluntarily undertaken to work together to 
further research and investigation of military-
related subterranean features including: tunnels, 
subways, dugouts and bunkers, and other 
underground structures” The Group’s publication 
goes on to state “Military subterranean 
construction and warfare, particularly that related 
to the first world war has been a much neglected 
area of study”. 

 Imagine opening up and exploring the 
honeycomb of tunnels, of both allied and German 
origin, lying beneath the battlefields of northern 
France and Belgium. Few would appreciate that in 
addition to the killing fields on the surface an 
insidious warfare was being conducted deep 
below the ground by military miners and sappers 
on both sides. The object was to tunnel beneath 
the enemy lines and insert vast quantities of high 
explosives with the intent of killing the enemy by 
causing a massive explosion. As the tunneling 
progressed allied tunnels intersected German 
tunnels and so an underground form of warfare 
developed. Ground warfare leaves a legacy of 
surface hazards to be dealt with later and so does 
underground warfare, but the hazards it leaves 
behind are rarely dealt with. A number of very 
large, deep mine charges were abandoned or lost 
to enemy action. They remain in situ, posing a 
significant public safety hazard. The potential 
danger from these lost mines was graphically 
demonstrated in 1955 when a 26,000 pound 
charge exploded at Le Pelerin during a 
thunderstorm. 
 Quoting from the DVD jacket….One of 
our Mines is Missing skillfully weaves past and 
present as it unfolds the story of the search for 
one of these mines – The Broadmarsh – deep 
beneath the Canadian Memorial Site at Vimy 
Ridge, France. Rare archive film and 
photographs, unique privately sourced images, 
sophisticated 3D animation and superb aerial 
photography bring the troglodyte underground war 
of the tunnelers to life”. The Australian Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers Boring Company 
(AEMEB Coy), known colloquially as the Alphabet 
Company, receives a significant mention in the 
WW1 flashbacks. 
 The DVD documents the process of 
researching and locating the tunnel complexes, 
opening and exploring the tunnel and its galleries, 
locating and making safe the caches of explosives 
by the removal of electrical wiring and detonators. 
It is extremely hazardous work and in 2002, one 
of the Group, Lt Col (rtd) Mike Dolamore MBE lost 
his life when a tunnel collapsed. Phillip has been 
central to the whole activity, providing his survey 
knowledge and plan and map interpretation skills 
to locating and identifying the tunnels and his 
cave exploration and pot-holing experience to 
their exploration. He features prominently in the 
DVD. 
 After negotiation with the producers of the 
DVD individual members of our Association can 
purchase it for 10 UK Pounds plus postage. This 
translates to $A30.00 including postage and is 
significantly cheaper that the normally quoted 
price of $A44.00, this being the price if individuals 
were to purchase separately. The discounted 
price is contingent on a single consolidated bulk 
order from our Association. If you are desirous of 
purchasing one of these remarkable DVDs please 
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advise Bob Skitch and send $30.00 payable to our 
Association at our box number address. 
 
LETS ALL GO TO ROCKY CREEK FOR VP 
DAY – 14/15TH AUGUST 2005!    
 
As stated elsewhere in this Bulletin, the Rocky 
Creek War Memorial Park is to be the location of 
our next commemorative plaque, this time 
dedicated to those units of the then Australian 
Survey Corps that served on the Atherton 
Tableland during WW2. The dedication ceremony 
is to take place on Sunday 14th August, the day 
preceding the 60th anniversary of the Victory in the 
Pacific – VP Day, the 15th August 1945.  
 
Why Rocky Creek? Rocky Creek is a small 
tributary of the Barron River. It crosses the 
Kennedy Highway a few kilometres north of Tolga, 
itself a few kilometres north of Atherton, In 1942 
this became the location of the largest military 
hospital complex in the Southern Hemisphere, 
comprising a combination of quickly erected huts, 
marquees and hundreds of tents. There were two 
main hospital complexes, the 2/2nd Australian 
General Hospital and the 2/6th AGH, both of which 
had served in the Middle East until their recall to 
Australia in early 1942. Each of these hospitals 
had a bed capacity of 1200 but at times had to be 
extended to 1800. The first military hospital to 
move into Rocky Creek was the 1st Camp Hospital 
which then moved on to Horn Island where it 
remained for the rest of the war. It was followed 
by the 5th Camp Hospital and it too left the 
Tableland to move to Cairns. Camp Hospitals had 
a bed capacity of 200. As well as the two general 
hospitals at Rocky Creek was the 2/1st 
Convalescent Depot, a 1200 bed unit. The 
records show that during the course of the war 
26,000 patients were treated at the 2/6th AGH and 
presumably a similar number at the 2/1st. Other 
medical units based at Rocky Creek were the 19th 
Field Ambulance, the 4th Australian Ambulance 
Train, the 47 Australian Camp Hospital and other 
non-medical units in support such as the 132nd 
Transport Company. 
 
Following construction of the airstrip at Mareeba, 
most medical evacuees from New Guinea arrived 
by air and then by road ambulance to Rocky 
Creek. However, the Ambulance Trains were a 
unique feature. There were five ambulance trains 
working in Queensland between 1942 and 1946, 
with the 4th AT based at Rocky Creek. When 
advice was received that a major battle was to 
occur in NG, as many beds as possible at Rocky 
Creek were cleared with patients being moved to 
hospitals in the south. Of course critical cases that 
couldn’t be handled at Rocky Creek were moved 
to the large southern hospitals located in the 
major centres (eg, Greenslopes in Brisbane) and 
most of that movement was by ambulance train. 

The ambulance trains had top priority on 
Queensland Rail, completing the journey to 
Brisbane often in two days (troop trains could take 
ten days) and sometimes when the Burdekin 
River was in flood at Ayr, having to be diverted 
through Winton and Longreach – a much longer 
journey. The ladies of organisations such as the 
Red Cross and the CWA often provided 
sustenance at stop-overs along the way. 
 
Many stories are told by the girls who served at 
Rocky Creek, both the ‘Sisters’ of the Australian 
Army Nursing Service and the nurses of the 
Australian Army Medical Women’s Service 
(formerly  the Voluntary Aid Detachments – 
VADs). They learned to live rough with few 
creature amenities. The duties they performed 
were arduous, often not very pleasant and for long 
hours. Yet their high spirits and constant good 
humour was a consistent tonic for the soldiers in 
their care. 
 
The Rocky Creek War Memorial Park established 
by the Atherton Shire Council following a proposal 
put to the Council by Mrs Myra Jones BEM who 
was a member of the AAMWS. The Park site 
located on the western side of the Kennedy 
Highway was the laundry block of the hospitals 
which were located on the eastern side of the 
highway. 
 
From 1943 to 1945 the Atherton Tablelands 
became the largest military base in Australia. 
Soldiers from the 6th, 7th and 9th Divisions plus 
ancillary troops numbering between 200,000 and 
300,000 were stationed there during those years. 
Their camps were situated in the area from Rocky 
Creek, Tinaroo, Kairi, Atherton, Wongabel, 
Herberton, Ravenshoe and out towards Mount 
Garnet, in all over 140 units. The Survey Units 
based on the Tableland were 
2/1st Army Topographical Survey Company 
3rd Field Survey Company 
5th Field Survey Company 
 
Come to Rocky Creek to participate in the 
Dedication Ceremony on Sunday 14th August 
2005 and take part in the march through Atherton 
on the 60th anniversary of VP Day on Monday 15th 
August. Committed attendees so far are: 
 
Peter and Barbara Bates-Brownsword; 
Bob and Wendy Skitch 
Artie McClure and Anne McInnes 
 
Sources: Remembering Rocky Creek – Eacham 
Historical Society 
   Rocky Creek War Memorial Park – 
Atherton Shire Council 
 
TIMOR MAPPING AT FORTUNA 
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The following ministerial press release (severely 
abridged) has been forwarded on to RA Svy 
Associations in WA, SA and Queensland by Noel 
Sproles who keeps his finger on the pulse on 
many matters of interest. Thanks Noel. 
. 
The Defence Imagery and Geospatial 
Organisation (DIGO) has successfully completed 
the first comprehensive aerial photography and 
mapping project of East Timor. The landmark 
project began in 2001, when the Australian 
Department of Defence signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the United Nations 
Transitional Administration in East Timor 
(UNTAET).  
During the last 4 years, a contractor took 
thousands of aerial photos. The images were 
transferred to the Geospatial Analysis Centre 
(GAC) in Bendigo, where the maps of East Timor 
were produced. 
  
Last year, the Federal Government announced 
the Geospatial Analysis Centre would remain in 
Bendigo, but move from the heritage listed 
Fortuna Villa. Defence is currently assessing 
potential sites for the new GAC. 
 
14,000 FEET   Bob Skitch 
 

 
 
From time to time during Survey Corps days, 
like many others, the task at hand took me to 
the air in a variety of light aircraft. With some 
exceptions it was not an enjoyable 
experience, and rarely an exciting one, often 
boring and uncomfortable. You see – I have 
always suffered from motion sickness and 
never more so than when bouncing around in 
the passenger’s seat of a light aircraft of the 
fixed wing variety. The rotary wing birds were 

kinder to me for reasons I never fully 
understood and some of the helicopter trips I 
undertook were close to enjoyable and on at 
least one occasion, quite exciting. Enjoyable 
was the Kiawa trip I did from Townsville to 
Cooktown at about 1,000 feet following the 
coastline in perfect weather. Exciting, 
surrealistic in fact, was a very different trip 
from Long Binh to the US Embassy in Saigon 
at night in a UH1 (Hughy) – we call them 
Iroquoi – at 500 feet on a very different 
mission and back again. I recall another time 
in earlier years, this time in a fixed winger 
(early model Cessna) heading up the 
Queensland Coast to Townsville (Garbut in 
fact) when somewhere south of our 
destination we struck very grotty weather, 
where the thunderous clouds touch the 
ground or appear to, obliterating all terrain 
features. Our excellent 16 Lt Aircraft Sqn pilot 
was Gordon Lilley and Gordon dropped down 
to 500 feet and found the railway line. This 
led us safely past the looming massive of 
Mount Elliott and across Townsville to the 
very welcome glistening strips of Garbut 
airbase. My co-passenger on that trip was 
one Spencer Weldon Snow who sat in the 
rear seat (Spence would never travel in the 
seat next to the pilot for reasons I never 
understood) looking grim faced and white 
knuckled. He was almost friendly to Gordon 
when we finally stepped onto the tarmac at 
Garbut. 
 So, with that sort of background why 
would Bob Skitch at the age of 70 be talked 
into jumping out of an aircraft at 14,000 feet, 
albeit, securely strapped to another bloke 
who seemed to know what he was doing? 
Well – for a 70th birthday present last July his 
family, children that is, (Wendy would have 
no part of it), bought Bob a Tandem Sky Dive 
‘gift’ voucher. Wendy’s condition – one of 
several and thankfully the others were let 
drop (eg interrogate the jumpmaster) was that 
the jump did not take place until after their 10 
week trip to UK. Son Chris in London on 
hearing of it said “Dad, I will do it with you 
when I come home in late January”. All of this 
meant that Bob had six months to dwell on it 
and who amongst you would not be a little 
apprehensive at such a prospect? Another 
comforting comment: “Dad, you’ve done this 
sort of thing before surely in the Army?” “Yair 
– when the aircraft has been on the ground 
and preferably when a set of steps have been 
wheeled up!” 
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 Finally the day of the jump, or perhaps 
I should call it a dive, arrived. Not only was 
Chris taking the leap with his Dad but also 
was Sharon, his beautiful girlfriend who had 
accompanied him to Aussie. Chris seemed 
more apprehensive of Sharon undertaking 
the venture than of his Dad doing so. There 
was one false alarm. The family journeyed to 
Caloundra at an early hour on the Thursday 
for an 8.00am take-off; but it rained and 
rained so the day was cancelled. The dive 
was re-scheduled for the following Saturday 
afternoon and it was clear on Saturday 
morning that it really was going to happen. 
And it did! What an experience! At 2.00 pm 
harnesses were fitted and all assorted items 
carried on the person (watches, keys, even 
dentures) were removed. Each jumper met 
his or her jumpmaster (to whom they would 
be securely strapped – novice in front of the 
master) and his or her video camera man 
who videoed their subject from the time of 
being harnessed through the whole 
proceeding – on the ground, in the aircraft 
and in the air while hurtling towards the 
ground and finally on the ground again. Then 
out to the aircraft, a twin engined something 
or other, not very new either with side seating 
for all 18 passengers and a huge square hole 
in one side. Much forced jollity during the 
march from the preparation lounge to the 
waiting aircraft. With all fully seated and with 
a shattering roar – about equivalent to an 
older model C130, the old bird took to the air 
for the umteenth time in its long life and 
started the long circular climb to 14,000 feet 
with the video cameras whirring capturing 
their subject’s reactions.  
 Approaching that altitude 
jumpmasters started the process of 
harnessing up to their novice, tightening 
buckles (they couldn’t be tight enough in my 
mind and furthermore, that essential 
backpack was attached to the jumpmaster’s 
back; not mine). As the moment of leaving 
the aircraft approached hilarity dwindled as 
we waited for control tower clearance to 
commence jumping. Finally it came – jump! 
Pair by pair we shuffled awkwardly to the 
jump door, first Sharon disappeared into the 
void, then Chris and then me – that moment 
of terror – standing at that gaping hole in the 
side of the fuselage and the ground 14,000 
feet below.  A nudge from behind and 
goodbye aircraft. It is hard to describe that 
initial feeling, first on leaving the aircraft and 
glimpsing its silver body slide away through 

the air and then just an eerie nothing, 60 
seconds of free fall at 200 km per hour.  
 

 
 
There is no sense of the ground rushing up to 
meet you at that altitude. The wind noise is 
deafening. It is cold, but not for long. The 
video camera man who left the aircraft at the 
same time as his subject is falling with you (at 
the same speed of course) videoing your 
descent then after a minute (it seems a long 
minute at that) the chute opens with a jerk 
and with your jumpmaster you are floating 
and all is quiet. The video operator 
disappears beneath you at an incredible rate 
– he free falls for another 30 seconds and 
then opens a smaller chute to make a rapid 
descent to the LZ in order to film his subject 
landing. The jumpmaster (mine was called 
Cookie) has complete control. The chute is 
versatile. We did loops and slides and various 
other gyrations. I felt that old familiar feeling 
coming on and being thankful that I had 
skipped lunch suggested to Cookie that we 
take our descent a little more quietly. This we 
did and finally made a quiet slide into the soft 
sand of Curramundi Beach, me; somewhat 
ignominiously on my backside. It was over. It 
was exhilarating. The experience lasts quite a 
while. Unforgettable really. You should try it! 
Postscript: Stan Campbell upstaged me on this 
one. During his UK exchange posting he 
undertook compulsory adventure training and 
chose parachuting. After a couple of days training 
he made his first and only jump – solo – on his 
own!...Wow! 
 
MOUNT AMUNGWIWA   Ross Smithwick 
Motivated by my story of leaping out of an aircraft 
at 14,000 feet, Ross recalls this incident of 
another air-drop in PNG in the about 1972….Ed 
 
The two surveyors (Spr Peter Jensen, now Lt 
Col, & Spr Mark Johnson, Royal Engineers) 
had been clouded in for several days & 
needed to be re-supplied.  The use of a 
chopper was out of the question due to the 
poor flying conditions, so the decision was 
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made at forward base camp at Bulolo to do 
an air drop by Porter. The rations & other 
items were secured in a bag with a streamer 
attached by our base cook and his helpers 
with a spare also made up. 
 
Once the F24 camera was removed from the 
Porter & pre-flight checks done, pilot Graham 
Vonhoff & myself were on our way to do the 
drop. Arriving in the vicinity of our target and 
after making contact with the ground party, 
Graham did a dummy run. Now for the real 
attempt, with flaps wound down to reduce 
speed as much as possible and on track 
towards the target, I jettisoned the package 
through the opened trap door. The bag hit the 
target, then bounced a bit. The operation was 
a success thanks to the skill of Graham, who 
later became a Senior Pilot with the RFDS.  
  
This is Peter Jensen's recollection of his time 
on the mountain: "From memory it was Mt 
Amungwiwa, elevation over 9,000 ft. I was 
there with Spr Mark Johnson, Royal 
Engineers.  The bright spot of the day was 
the mornings when I walked up to the survey 

mark (NM/J/?), through a moss forest, to 
spend the morning charging the 12v batteries 
for the Aerodist equipment and contemplating 
the world sitting on the rock cairn in the 
cloud.  I don't recall Mark doing any of that. 
About lunchtime it was back down to the tent 
to catch up with Radio Australia broadcasting 
the stock exchange report, the cattle and 
sheep sale prices and the latest from Blue 
Hills". 
 

 
Army Pilatus Porter (A14-683) doing a ration 
drop at Mt Amungwiwa (el. 3,270m) in PNG in 
1970. Note the trailing streamer. 

 
ARDUOUS TIMES WITH ADASTRA   by  Dr Noel Sproles 
This presentation of Noel’s account is by courtesy of the WA Association newsletter Westlink. They added 
the photos and maps…Ed 
 

The 60’s have been called the Age of Aquarius, but 
for some of us they were also the age of Adastra.  
Anyone who, from the mid  60’s to the early 70’s, 
was in any way connected with aerodist, the 
airborne profile recorder (APR), or aerial 
photography will remember Adastra as the 
contractor who provided the lumbering Hudson 
aircraft that allowed us to deploy these various 
items.  Those were the days when Army aircraft had 
such little lift capacity that they could barely get off 
the ground with just a passenger let alone a few 
thousand pounds of aerodist equipment.  They were 

also the days when the RAAF had better things to do than getting caught up in such seemingly un-
warlike activities as survey photography.  If you were any way involved, then you will remember the 
Adastra call signs of Alfa Golf Sierra (AGS), Alfa Golf Juliet (AGJ), and Alfa Golf Xray (AGX) with 
mixed emotions.  Regardless of how sweet or otherwise your memories are of these venerable 
aircraft, they became a part of the Corps’ history and their call signs were an addition to our 
vocabulary for many years. 
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Memories are dimming as time passes but, if I 
am correct, I believe that all three were capable 
of aerial photography and were employed by the 
Corps at various times in that capacity.  
Because of the extensive modifications to the 
airframe and electrical system needed to install 
aerodist and APR, AGS alone was fitted with 
aerodist and AGJ likewise with APR.  The 
longest of the several associations that I had 
with Adastra was in 1966 when Topo Sqn was 
operating in PNG in a broad band along the 
entire length of the border with Irian Jaya.  
 
 The main base was on Horn Island, next to 
Thursday Island, and a typical day’s work was 
to fly from Horn Island to Wewak or Vanimo on 
the PNG north coast then back again to Horn 
Island.  In that time they would be measuring to 
ground stations positioned on both sides of the 

mountain spine running the length of PNG.  It was noisy and smelly and uncomfortable work and 
the physical and mental pressures at times were great.  Fortunately for me I only did a few trips but 
some, such as George Gruzka and Eddie Anderson, did it day after grinding day. 
 
The Hudson was a pre-war medium bomber, and of the several hundred that were purchased for 
the RAAF, some were eventually acquired by Adastra.  By the 60s they were getting a bit long in 
the tooth and were much the worse for wear.  Signs of age could be seen in things such as the 
amount of oil consumed on a long flight.  AGS for one had a long thick band of heavy oily sludge 
on its wing behind the engine nacelles as a result of its excessive oil consumption.  I observed at 

Wewak that it took longer to replenish the 
engine oil used on the trip north from Horn 
Island than it did to fill the fuel tanks!  Ross 
McMillan swore that AGS had to run down the 
runway at Horn Island to gain additional 
impetus so as to get airborne with its full load of 
fuel and equipment as it headed off to PNG.  
We would stand at the edge of the runway and 
make careful observations to see if the under 
carriage was going left-right-left-right in quick 
time during take-off and then debate his theory.  
We were getting close to a consensus that he 
was on to something. On reflection, perhaps we 
had been in the bush too long by then and 
needed a break! 

One of the nice things about operating out of 
Horn Island was the scenery as you came 
home south across Torres Strait.  It was 

peppered with reefs surrounded by lovely turquoise water that turned to the rich blue of deep water 
as the reef edge plunged into the depths.  Dead ahead was Cape York.  The tip was plainly visible 
and the triangular shape was quite evident as the eastern and western coastlines gradually moved 
to the left and to the right to eventually span the width of the windscreen.  It gave you confidence 
as a map maker that you were getting the shapes right at least!  
 
Our pilot at that stage was Lionel van Prague who, in 1936, became the first Australian to win the 
Motor Bike World Championship.  One beautiful evening, coming home to Horn Island, Lionel 
decided to skip the scenic tour and reverted to his motor bike racing days.  He flew AGS so close 
to the sea that the propellers were drenching the aircraft in the spume that they whipped up.  I 
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thought at the time, as I gripped my seat tightly with both hands, that the aircraft was decrepit 
enough as it was without giving it a coating of corrosive salt water, but Ross McMillan expressed it 
more succinctly.  “What am I doing flying at dot feet across Torres Strait”, he said with clenched 
teeth, “in an aircraft built before I was born and flown by a pilot older than my grandfather”.  Good 
question. 
In 1998, I attended a conference in the UK and the venue was the RAF Museum at Hendon in 
outer London.  Being an aeroplane buff all my life, it was like being in second heaven and I took 
every opportunity, and manufactured some more as well, to linger in amongst the exhibits.  One 

caught my attention from a distance as it 
had the distinctive RAAF roundel used in 
the South West Pacific.  As I drew closer I 
could see it was a Hudson and the exhibit 
description stated that it was once 
registered as VH-AGJ, the aircraft initially 
used for APR operations.  It had been 
repainted in its original RAAF colours as 
A16-199 but, as a memento of its Adastra 
days, it still has a modified plexiglass nose 
and not an original Hudson nose. 
 
Inside the Hudson, with APR equipment 
installed 

 
A few years before, in 1981, I was on a course at the RAAF School of Languages at Point Cook 
and there, in pieces, was AGS.  You could not miss the distinctive Adastra colour scheme on the 
wings stacked alongside a hangar.  At the time I was under the impression that it was to be 
restored for exhibition in the RAAF museum but it appears that it is another one of “our” Adastra 
Hudsons, AGX, which has that honour.  Given the vagaries of memories over that span of time, 
maybe it was AGX that I saw and not AGS, but never mind as AGS was destined to go onto 
greater things. It is now not only a prized exhibit at the Temora Aviation Museum in NSW, but it 
has the distinction of being the only airworthy Hudson left in the world.  It is unique. People will pay 
good money now to fly in it. “Good grief”, you may well say. 
 
However it is good to see that some things so firmly associated with the Corps are still around for 
people to look at and enjoy.  I suppose that it is also a measure of the passing years that what 
were tools of the trade in our younger years are now treasured pieces stored away in museums 
around the world.  If you want to see more, such as photos and detailed histories of the aircraft, 
look up the RAAF and RAF museums on the web, the Adastra web site at 
http://www.adastra.adastron.com or the Temora museum web site at 
www.aviationmuseum.com.au 
 
 

1st TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY SQUADRON –     Spr Michael Stanwell 
          
  
 On 26 December 2004 an undersea 

earthquake triggered a massive tsunami that 
devastated much of the north-eastern Indian 
Ocean region. Aceh, a politically troubled region in 
the far north-west of the Indonesian archipelago 
was the worst hit area in a group including 
Thailand, India, Sri Lanka and eastern Africa, 
suffering an estimated loss of 235,000 lives.  
Australian forces were mobilised and deployed to 
Banda Aceh to assist with the multi-national 
humanitarian aid mission providing medical and  
 
 

 
engineering support. 1 Topo Svy Sqn deployed 
four geotechs and two surveyors to assist with the  
relief and clean-up effort. Members included 
surveyors from Specialist Troop; Sgt Kasey 
‘Tiges’ Northausen and Cpl Tom Allison, and 
Military Geospatial Information specialists; LCpl 
Dave Kelly, Cpl ‘Rats’ Carthew and Spr Annie 
Young. Their assistance was well received and all 
involved have now returned to Brisbane. 
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Sgt Kasey ‘Tiges’ Northausen in Aceh 

 
Meanwhile, many thousand kilometres away, Cpl 
Wayne Arch was helping 19 Chief Engineer 
Works on Op. Anode in the Solomon Islands.  
Wayne, a geodetic and engineer surveying 
specialist, conducted a series of final quality 
assurance checks on some buildings constructed 
by the ADF for the Solomon Islands government. 
  
 Somewhere in the middle of this mayhem 1 Topo 
Svy Squadron welcomed in their new OC, Major 
Shaun Hoffmann, an ex-RASvy officer returning to 
the squadron after postings to Army 
Headquarters, Staff College and Strategic 
Command. 
 
  Families and friends of squadron members 
recently had the opportunity to find out a little 
more about life at 1 Topo at the squadron family 
day, conducted on Sunday, 6 March. Wives, 
husbands, partners, children and friends were 
guided through the squadron and briefed on the 
various roles and responsibilities of our members.  
The day was concluded with a casual barbeque 
by the swimming pool, providing an opportunity for 
partners to put faces to names, as well as an 
enjoyable day out. 
 
  With MGI B Tp away on exercise in Townsville 
and MGI A Tp in Darwin, 1 Topo is unusually 
quiet.  A Tp are currently busy in the top end 

helping 1 Bde with their pre-deployment training 
for Iraq.  1 Topo’s Sgt Terry Malone will 
accompany the Force Insertion Team for the 450 
troops to be sent to the southern Iraqi region of Al 
Muthanna, providing geospatial advice and 
support. 
 
  Those remaining here in Brisbane are preparing 
for a busy year that will include extended 
commitments to AACAP and Ex Talisman Sabre.  
AACAP (the ATSIC Army Community Assistance 
Program), which provides engineering assistance 
to remote Aboriginal communities, will this year be 
conducted at Yakanara, near Fitzroy Crossing in 
the central Kimberley region of northern Western 
Australia.  Currently supervising the survey 
preparations for AACAP is WO2 Bob Hopper who 
this year returns to 1 Topo after ten years 
wandering in the wilderness of training command.  
17 Const Sqn, with assistance from 1 Topo and 
19 CE Wks, will deploy to Yakanara for eight 
months this year.  Their primary task is to 
construct a 1250m long airstrip to provide the 
local community with access to the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service. 
  
Ex Talisman Sabre is a tri-service, multi-national 
exercise conducted in Shoalwater Bay over two 
months in May/June/July.  It seems likely at this 
stage that 1 Topo’s involvement will be significant. 
 
  Despite such heavy commitments to courses, 
exercises and operations, life at 1 Topo continues 
as usual. Tasks come in, tasks (eventually) go 
out. The sports teams battle it out on Thursday 
afternoons, and win lose or draw, there’s always 
reason for a couple of drinks afterwards.  The 
Murray Bar fills out on Friday afternoons for a 
beer, BBQ and a raffle. Even in an uncertain 
future these things are unlikely to change.  At 
least I hope not. 
 
  As usual, all ex-serving members are welcome 
to attend our happy hour, on every Friday from 
1500h. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PERSONALIA and other jottings 
 
Hank Opdem and Anna are planning an 
extensive Aussie trip of four to six months. 
Anna has recovered from a recent severe 
brush with breast cancer causing them both 
to re-assess their life-style on their acreage 
hide-away at Buderim and do some of the 
tripping they have always intended to do. 
Last year they headed south with a smallish 
caravan arriving back in early November, just 
in time for our plaque dedication at Caloundra 
which they both attended. Enjoyable as it was 

it convinced Hank that next time on a longer 
more outback trip they would need something 
bigger with more creature comforts. So for 
the next trip it is to be a mobile home, a 
Winnabago perhaps. It simply means 
converting some assets to cash – not a bad 
idea when you come to think of it for us 
retirees entering our later years. 
 
Peter Bates-Brownsword (our President) 
and Barbara have many commitments in life 
and one of those is as bandsmen in the 
National Service Band. Both are drummers, 
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Peter with an array of drums and Barbara 
with a kettle drum. They are quite resplendent 
in their kilts and red tunic, Barbara with a 
Glengarry cap on her now very white hair and 
Peter with his khaki pith helmet – his ‘Khyber 
Pass’ hat as he calls it.  The NS Band is 
called upon to provide military music at many 
engagements in and around Brisbane and in 
country Queensland and in July the Band has 
been asked to participate in Noumea for 
Bastille Day, So that’s where Peter and 
Barbara will be in July and why they will not 
be at the Bendigo bash. 
 
Ian (Rock) and Mary-Ann Thiselton are in 
the throws of moving to Bendigo. Rock, on 
Christmas Eve, received the Christmas 
present from hell being that his firm in the 
process of down sizing or restructuring no 
longer required his services. Work in that 
specialised geospatial field in Brisbane is 
hard to find so Rock needed to cast a wider 
net. A job offer came from Canberra at a very 
appropriate level but Canberra housing was 
beyond reach so Rock has taken a job in 
Bendigo with Photo Mapping (Australia) Pty 
Ltd. He moved down in January and Mary-
Ann stayed on in Brisbane with the intention 
of renting their home in McDowell. Mary-Ann 
will catch up with Rock in about mid June on 
present planning.  
While we are all sad to see Rock leave us we 
are especially sad to see our Association 
Secretary and ‘mother’ to us all leave. Mary-
Ann’s support of our Association over the 
past six years has been magnificent. She has 
organised our regular committee meetings, 
provided hospitality, kept and distributed our 
minutes, looked after correspondence and 
acted as assistant treasurer, paying the bills 
and collecting membership subscriptions.  
Needless to say we are now looking for 
another secretary and, needless to say, 
Mary-Ann will be a hard act to follow. We in 
the Queensland Branch of the Association 
wish the Thiseltons all the very best for their 
immediate future and look forward to their 
return sometime in the future. Mary-Ann 
insists that this will happen. 
 
Stan and Helen Campbell have just returned 
from touring New Zealand. Starting from 
Dunedin on the South Island with a hired car 
they headed north to Omaru and into Mount 
Cook (didn’t climb it!)  
Then to Tekapo and on to Akaroa, 
Greymouth, the Lewis Pass to Hammers 

Spring, then to Kikoura and Picton. Leaving 
their hire car behind Stan and Helen took the 
ferry to Wellington and then in another hire 
car proceeded up the west coast of the North 
Island to Napier and Mount Maumtauri. Here 
they had lunch with Des Ceruti. Des is on a 
small farm and is in the throws of building a 
small sailing boat. He retains his long time 
interest in art. Finally Stan and Helen headed 
to Hamilton and then by air back home to 
Brisbane. Quite a trip, the third they have 
made to the land of the long white cloud. 
Helen fell ill on the day before leaving NZ and 
on return to Brisbane was diagnosed with 
pancreatitis. Immediate hospitalisation 
resulted in the removal of her gall bladder 
and a hand full of gall stones. Helen is 
making a slow recovery but should be fit and 
well before the adventurous Campbells take 
off in their four-wheel drive over the Birdsville 
track to WA to visit Stan’s son in July. 
 
Les (LVJ) Smith: It is true that old surveyors 
never die the simply fade away – and some 
take a good deal of time in fading. LVJ Smith 
(in his late 70s) tells me that he has just 
commenced setting out a sub-division at 
Redbank Plains. His boss is Peter Wilkinson, 
a practising surveyor at Kenmore. Peter is in 
his 50s and LVJ’s offsider in his 60s. They 
refer to themselves as Dad’s Army. LVJ 
Smith’s story appeared in our Bulletin of June 
2001. He has carried our Icon Theodolite on 
the Anzac Day parade on at least two 
occasions. 
 
Richard and Anne Jackson-Hope (we knew 
him as ‘Jacko’) had a few days in Brisbane 
recently. Richard markets blinds and awnings 
and was attending a marketing course. 
Richard and Anne called on Bob and Wendy 
Skitch for a pleasant cuppa, staying for lunch 
and a bit of reminiscing. Wendy and Anne 
also have a common heritage in Tenterfield, 
NSW  
Frank Thorogood has embarked on a weight 
loss and mobility program now that his two 
new hips have settled down. Frank and Nan 
attend a gym twice a week, undertaking 
somewhat different routines. Frank leaves 
walking the dogs to Nan since his walking 
pace is a little slow and it causes the dogs 
undue frustration. Frank thinks it unlikely he 
will make this year’s functions but he looks 
forward to catching up in 2006. Nan is now 
completely clear of her cancer episode – 
fighting fit Frank says. 
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John Cattell is another Gold Coaster living 
on a body corporate rural estate in the 
hinterland at Nerang. John expends his 
frenetic energy by contracting his services to 
the Estate undertaking all sorts of jobs – 
paving, building things – name it and John 
will do it at a modest price. Furthermore it will 
be well done! Both John and Sally are fit and 
well. They undertook a trip back to the ‘old 
country’ last year, catching up with each of 
their families. They opted for one of the 
Japanese airlines flying via Japan and the 
North Pole (is it shorter that way?) and were 
offered an upgrade to first class if they could 
leave a day earlier. Did they take it? To 
bloody right they did! 
 
Lloyd (Stringy) Twine is looking forward to 
the Rocky Creek event on the 14th August 
when our plaque honouring the services of 
the three Australian Survey Corps companies 
serving on the Atherton Tableland in WW2 
will be dedicated. Lloyd at 85 fronts up to 
work each morning for half a day but he 
admits that he is slowing down a bit. His 
survey practice is now run by his son. 
 
Chris (Monty) Gerhmann is in WA doing 
what Peter BB tells me is exchange teaching 
leading to a second PhD. Some people have 
it all! 
 
Noel Ticehurst is expected in Brisbane on 
Anzac day – at least we will see him on 
Anzac Day. Noel teaches at the Canberra 
University (head of department I think) and is 
visiting Brisbane to take a close look at 1 
Topo Svy Sqn. Noel has family in this part of 
the world. 
 
Bruce Bellette plans to be in Brisbane on 
Anzac Day. In our December Bulletin I not 
only misspelt Bruce’s surname but said that 
he and Eileen were Cairns based. They are 
not. They are Townsville based. Sorry Bruce 
– we oldies get a bit addled at times. Bruce 
has some family commitments in the morning 
and will catch up at the bbq luncheon at I 
Topo.  
 
Dave and Marilyn Anderson attended the 
Gee’s BBQ. They live on acreage at 
Tallebudgera which Dave mows as execise. 
Dave served in 1 Fd Svy, 2 Fd Svy and 3 Fd 
Svy Squadrons and had PNG service. His 
civilian employment has been with the 

Hydrographic Office in Sydney and Telstra, 
the latter as NSW State survey manager. 
 
Graeme and Marilyn Dowd also attended 
Tony and Loretta Gee’s BBQ, not difficult 
since they live on Bribie Island. Graeme 
continues to run a contract cartography 
business (digital of course), these days 
mostly for the tourist industry. He also 
provides the map content for all Australia 
Post telephone directories.  
 
John and Cheryl Hook (attending the BBQ) 
took a southern trip in January, in Sydney for 
a few days – New Years Eve (see the 
fireworks John?) and then over-nighted with 
Bill and Anne Boyd at Gosford, catching up 
with Dave Thompson (still a security guard) 
and Col Laybutt at Bensville – a village on 
the lake. Wood turning has been an interest 
of Colin’s since retirement. John reported that 
there was much recalling of days at the 
Regiment and certain instances that your 
editor might find a trifle embarrassing. 
 
Peter and Irene Blasket are taking a trip 
south in April to The Entrance and then 
heading into the western regions of NSW. 
 
Grant and Beth Small have sold up at 
Brisbane’s fastest developing suburb, Mango 
Hill (actually it is in Pine Shire) where they 
had an acreage block and have moved not 
too far away onto another acreage block at 
Narangba (also Pine Shire). The new place is 
an old nursery and Grant is tidying up the site 
and extending an existing shed to the 
massive size of 25m x 15m. And what is he 
going to do with a shed of that size? It will 
house a substantial quantity of wood working 
machinery mostly belonging to Grant’s 
nephew. 
 
Andy Steen: Apologies due to Andy; he is 
98, not 95 as I reported in our last Bulletin 
and he will not be leading the way to Rocky 
Creek in August – not as fit as he was once. 
Andy muses on his time at Rocky Creek – 
which he remembers as ‘Stony Creek’ – and 
the outdoor movie theatre attended by 
hundreds of blokes and only one woman. The 
local supply depot was the ‘biggest ever’ and 
issued everything to discharged soldiers 
returning to their unit, all new clothing, 
blankets – a full outfit, brand new with 
dockets to take back to the unit for entry into 
their AAB83s. Andy recalls being so issued. 
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Andy returned to Rocky Creek about eight 
years ago. He saw lots of ‘Yankee’ 
sunflowers that came up after the war – 
couldn’t figure it out!  
 
Dan McCluskey: Some of us would 
remember ‘Dangerous Dan’. Dan has lived at 
Mackay for some years working as a 
‘consultant’. Consultant in what you may ask 
– just about anything and everything I have 
been informed. Dan is going to PNG for 12 
months on an AusAid project as advisor to 
the PNG Transport Minister. 
  
Mick Symmons has left Ormeau (south of 
Brisbane) and moved his nursery to a two 
acre plot at Burpengary, north of Brisbane. 
Mick is facing the inevitable prostrate 
operation shortly and is quite optimistic. After 
that, maybe there is a nursery for sale. 
 
‘People News’ from the SA Newsletter 
The following items are selectively from the South 
Australian Association Newsletter compiled and 
edited by Alex (Darby) Munro. Darb gives credit to 
other Association newsletters for some of the 
items but many are of his own origin. Darby 
Munro reports as follows….. 
 
Bob Coulthard : Late afternoon in mid October 
the phone rang, obviously a long distance call, 
with the caller saying 'This is a voice from the past 
– know who it is?'. I had no idea at all, until Bob 
Coulthard enlightened me, the first time we had 
spoken for around 27 years, when Bob was 
posted from Carto Sqn at Fortuna to 5 Fd Svy 
Sqn, in 1977, to finish his service prior to 
discharge. He had obtained my phone number 
from Brian Mead. 
 
We reminisced for about twenty minutes on old 
times and acquaintances in Bendigo, bringing 
back a flood of memories. Bob mentioned that 
after leaving the Service, he took a cartographic 
position with Alcoa in W.A., a period he thoroughly 
enjoyed not only with the good working conditions, 
but also the personal satisfaction he gained in 
doing the work involved, wishing he had taken the 
job many years before he did. He retired from the 
company after 15 years, receiving a greater 
superannuation package than he did after 27 
years service in the Army. Thanks for the call Bob, 
it was a delight to yarn again. 
 
George Timmins and Gordon Lowery: Recently, 
while watching television and partly into nod-nod 
land, the phone rang at about 9.30 pm. I'm always 
suspicious of late night calls (for me) but not to 
worry, it was George and Gordon reporting that 
they were on a fishing trip – again. The mobile 

phone signal was loud and clear, considering they 
were camped on the Darling in NSW, about 25 
kms south from Willcannia and 200 plus kms east 
of Broken Hill. During the previous two days, they 
had caught about 70 perch, averaging around 2 
kilos each, in fishing conditions to dream about. 
Freezer space had ran out, however, the local 
station owner in a trade off for fish, had agreed to 
let them use the freezer in the shearers' quarters, 
so they were going to fish on. I suspect the call 
was prompted by a cosy camp fire and George's 
port keg; whatever; I surely wanted to be there 
with them. 
A later call reported that they returned home with 
80 litres (freezer space) of filleted fish, probably 
their biggest catch ever, ending a marvelous trip. 
George also had some good news about his latest 
cancer test, which proved negative, showing he is 
still clear of disease. 
 
John Scharber: A recent letter from John 
describes a visit with Joanne to Kapooka, to 
attend the march-out parade of their son James, 
after completing his basic training. A photograph 
included shows James in uniform, wearing RAE 
badges, and far more handsome than John used 
to be or is it my poor memory.  
 
Ross and Marie McMillan: Still living in 
Wodonga, they were visited recently by George 
Timmins, who reported both in good health and 
spirits. Ross uses his spare time renovating old 
furniture, a profitable hobby he has developed 
over the years, by attending local auctions, 
sometimes buying a particular piece that catches 
his eye, which he then renovates for sale. 
 
Mary Mills: Mary is still recovering after suffering 
a broken pelvis close to twelve months ago. 
Because of very restricted movement at the time, 
it was impossible for her to negotiate the stairs in 
their split-level house she and Bob had at Seacliff, 
which meant moving to a single level house at 
Hallet Cove. She is able to move around much 
better now, but still requires more time yet, before 
recovery is complete. We all hope that's not too 
far away, Mary. 

Graeme Birrell: Graeme and Pauline have been 
travelling extensively throughout Australia since 
retirement, indulging their passion for fishing 
along the way. I had reports of their movement 
through WA after travelling down from the North 
West and the NT; also a visit in Bendigo. They 
designed their own van, which has been 
described by many as customised luxury, easily 
towed by a top model Toyota Landcruiser. 
 
Peter Imeson: Since retirement from the Service, 
Peter has signed up with the ARES, joining Paul 
Hunter with 41 Bn RNSWR at Ballina, NSW. 
 
 



 16

Fred Brown: As a major he is currently the OC of 
the Geospatial Information Section at HQ Darwin 
after his stint in East Timor. I thought Fred retired 
years ago. 
 
Dennis and Joy Marshall now reside at 
Balnarring Beach near Hastings, on the 
Mornington Peninsula. 
 
Colin Cuskelly: Colin is now heading the 
Bendigo office of Intergraph Mapping Services, 
which has been acquired by Aspect North, based 
at Lismore. Aspect North is mainly a surveying 
consortium, and is a panel member on the 
Geoscience Australia mapping contract. 
 
Brian Mead: Brian retired (or got tired) in 
December 2003 to carry on with his many 
interests, including renovating his home. Have 
you finished the kitchen you were doing a few 
months ago, Brian? Take my advice on the matter 
and don't try a take over of the pantry from 
Annette, and retirement will be a lot smoother. He 
has been secretary of the W.A. Association for 
some time, putting in a lot of effort. Best of luck in 
retirement, Brian! 
 
Allan Adsett: Allan recently returned from a short 
trip to Dunedin, New Zealand where he attended 
a conference of University Computing Support 
Staff. It was a bit of a shock going from 37 degree 
temperatures in Adelaide to a maximum of 9 
degrees for the day. The Kiwi's proved to be very 
good hosts. 

 
Max Coletti: Max underwent surgery very 
recently to remove a cancerous tumor, from his 
stomach area. The location and size of the tumor 
was considered unusual in Australia and a visiting 
overseas expert was consulted for advice. He is 
presently recuperating but with the possibility of 
chemotherapy in the near future. Max initially went 
to see his GP to check out what he thought was a 
strained stomach muscle. We all hope that the 
outcome is very positive Max, and our thoughts 
are with you. 
 
A few items from the WA newsletter ‘Westlink’ 
 
The WA Association with Brian Firns at the helm 
and Brian Mead as Secretary/Treasurer and 
Westlink Editor is flourishing. They have a well 
attended annual dinner at the Victoria League in 
Shenton Park, a Christmas party in Kings Park 
and they march on Anzac Day. The Association is 
planning to place a RA Svy monument within the 
RAE Memorial at Karrakatta and for the Corps’ 
90th Anniversary they are mounting a display at 
the WA Military Museum at Fremantle. 
 
Peter Presser and Brian Mead in 1986 hiked the 
Kokoda Track. Peter has provided the WA 
Association’s Westlink with a diary account of his 

experiences. Peter retired from the Corps at the 
rank of WO1 in 1989 after 20 years service. He 
served at 5 Fd Svy Sqn at Karrakatta as a 
sergeant from 1977 to 1981 To say the least, 
Westlink has done justice to his account with 
many supporting photos and a map. I am sure if 
any of our members was interested in reading 
Peter’s account, Westlink would be happy to email 
them a copy.  
And what of Peter Presser since leaving the 
Corps? Westlink tells us that Peter and his wife 
Lesley live near Mildura, Victoria on their family 
property – a diversified fruit growing business of 
mainly oranges and grapes. Eldest son Jamie is 
currently serving in the RAAF and recently 
completed a tour of the Middle East. Youngest 
son Marcus is a graduate in Mechanical 
Engineering from Swinburne University, 
Melbourne.  
 
Jo Mazzarol – that indefatigable MT Sergeant 
and general handy bloke on numerous Kimberley 
and desert survey operations. Jo is putting pen to 
paper recalling the many amusing and sometimes 
touching incidents involving him that occurred 
over those years. They are quite short and pithy 
and with the WA Association’s permission I will 
reproduce the occasional one in our Bulletin; but 
not this time. 
 
Gary Ames sent Christmas greetings to his 
Association mates and a description of his current 
work. Gary is Chief Surveyor for Leighton 
Contractors (Philippines). He is at present 
overseeing the Rapu Rapu EPC mining project on 
Rapu Rapu Island 500km SE of Manilla. Gary is 
responsible for procuring and training personnel 
for projects, purchasing and maintaining survey 
and drafting equipment etc etc. Well done Gary. 
RA Svy training and experience and of course 
your own ability has stood you well in your post 
Corps employments – as with many other ex-
Survey Corps members. 
 
Cliff Webb is working as a surveyor for a local 
firm that has a contract for repairing and 
overlaying existing main roads. At this time, Cliff is 
working near Moora, where a 5 km section of the 
Great Northern Highway is being upgraded and 
realigned, following recent flooding. Son, Adrian is 
working as a chainman on this project. 
 
Bob Brewer is currently employed on the new 
Mount Henry Bridge project that is part of the 
Perth to Mandurah Railway System. Bob's firm 
has the contract for the positioning of the pylons 
and concrete for the bridge substructure. The new 
bridge is parallel to the existing one and is 
intended to carry northbound traffic along the 
Kwinana Freeway, as required by the new 
Railway System. 
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Warren Hall (Wah) for the last 10 years has led 
the life of a retired gentleman at Toodyay - 85 kms 
north of Perth. Wah is a fully active member of the 
Toodyay Emergency Fire Fighting Service on 
roster full time, as well as on call. He also acts in 
the capacity of an RSL Welfare Officer for the 
Local Community and attends Perth HQ for 
briefings on a quarterly basis. On ANZAC DAY for 
the last 3 years, Warren has acted as Parade 
Commander for the local Toodyay March. The 
assembled group totals about 200 and comprises 
former defence service people, volunteer service 
members from the EFS, Ambulance Service and 
local scout groups. In his ‘spare time’ Wah is 
building/renovating his residence in Toodyay and 
has no regrets, what so ever, in his decision to 
leave Perth, for the country life. 
 
Howard Jones at 52 years of age has completed 
2 years of a 3 year nursing degree. A few years 
ago, whilst working as a hospital orderly, Howard 
came to the realization that professional training 
as a nurse, was within his capabilities. He is a 
strong advocate for remaining active, both 
physically and mentally, throughout one's life and 
is looking forward to his new career. 
 
From the NSW Association 
We have been led to believe that the Survey Ex 
Serviceman’s Association of NSW is moribund but 
a perusal of their annual Bulletin shows that this is 
far from the case. Following the retirement of long 
time President Noel Fletcher, now the 
Association’s Patron, Ian Foxall took over as 
President with Bill Lafferty remaining as 
Secretary/Treasurer and Bill Montague Bulletin 
Editor. The Association marches on Anzac Day 
(about 30 marchers) when they also conduct their 
AGM, They observe VP Day and ‘Battle for 
Australia Day’ at the Martin Place Cenotaph. 
 
 
NOT SO WELL 
 
Kev Walsh: Kevin recently had nearly five 
weeks in Greenslopes having developed an 
ulceration on his leg following the removal of 
a skin cancer. There was some concern that 
the cancer had spread and the suggestion 
that amputation might have to occur. To 
Kevin’s great relief tests at Greenslopes 
showed that this not to be the case and with 
antibiotics the ulceration started to mend. It 
was a slow process, however, requiring Kevin 
to remain in a private room (requiring visitors 
to don gown and gloves when visiting him) at 
Greenslopes for five weeks. The tedium for 
Kevin was relieved by Alex Cairney’s daily 
visits (Alex lives quite close to Greenslopes 
Hospital) and visits by old mates Percy Long 
and Garney Cook, organised by Alex. Also at 

Greenslopes at the same time was John 
Gilbert from Toowoomba having a pain 
blocker inserted in his back. So John being 
fairly mobile was also able to pop in on Kevin 
from time to time. Kevin returned to 
Caloundra on 7 March and soon after arriving 
he collapsed with suspected pneumonia, 
barely able to breath. He was admitted to the 
Caloundra Private Hospital for a further week 
and is home again now with his two little 
dogs, Annabelle and Mitzi and his budgies. 
  

 
Kevin in Greenslopes talking to son Ian in UK 
 
It can’t be left without saying Alex Cairney 
amply demonstrated the fellowship that is a 
continuing mark of those who served their 
time in the Corps. Well done Alex!  
 
VALE 
 
Barry Richardson: Barry passed away in 
Adelaide on 8th December 2004, at the age 
of 54 years, succumbing to cancer which had 
only been diagnosed six months previously. 
The news came as a shock to his friends. 
Barry joined RASVY in 1970, attending the 
39/70 Basic Course at Bonegilla, serving for 
12 years at the Army Svy Regt, Bendigo, and 
4 Fd Svy Sqn at Keswick Barracks, from 
where he worked on several field mapping 
operations in PNG, the NT and SA. He was 
also highly regarded as a plotter in the 
photogrammetry section. 
Leaving the service with the rank of sergeant, 
he worked in Queensland for a time before 
returning to Adelaide, eventually setting up 
his own business providing drafting services, 
which he operated until recent times. He was 
also a respected member of his local church 
and community group. 
Barry’s funeral service took place at the 
Centennial Park Cemetery on the 13th 
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December and was attended by a very large 
group of family and friends, filling the chapel 
completely. John Harrison and I represented 
our Association. 
Condolences are extended to Wendy and her 
family, with their sad loss….. Alex Munro, SA 
Association 
 
Nev Cherry: Nev Cherry passed away aged 
89 years on 3rd September 2004. Nev 
enlisted in the Australian Army in August 
1942 and served with 4 Field Survey 
Company, discharged with the rank of 
Sergeant in November 1945. He served also 
with No 4 Mobile Drawing Section engaged in 
the emergency mapping program covering 
strategic areas of Western Australia. After the 
war Nev remained a stalwart member of 4 Fd 
Svy Coy’s ‘Old Comrades’ Association which 
remained active until the mid 1980s when the 
RA Svy Association for WA was formed. Nev 
was elected Vice President of the newly 
formed Association and led its first Anzac 
Day march in 1986. ….Brian Mead, WA 
Association 
 
Rod Keane: Rod passed away in 2004 at 
Port Douglas (Qld) where he lived in 
retirement with his wife Angela. After a 
lifetime of good health, a diagnosis of 
Mesothelioma came as a devastating shock 
to Rod, Angela, family and friends.  
Rod spent his childhood on the goldfields of 
Kalgoorlie and his surveying career started at 
the School of Mines. He joined RA Svy in 
1956 and following completion of the Basic 
Course was posted to N Comd Fd Svy Sect 
at the end of 1956 from which he was 
detached to Project Cutlass, the New Ireland 
mapping project. In 1959 he was posted to 
the W Comd Fd Svy Sect where he spent the 
remaining nine years of his army career, 
achieving the rank of Warrant Officer. Rod 
took part in all the major mapping operations 
conducted by that unit in north western and 
central Western Australia and had the 
distinction of having a lake named after him – 
Lake Keane – in the Gibson Desert. 
In the eulogy given at Rod’s funeral Rod is 
referred to as ‘a gentle giant, a larrikin at 
heart who enjoyed a good yarn over a few 
beers with his mates’. That is certainly the 
way we who served with him remember him. 
Angela has chosen to remain in Port Douglas 
and live in the home that Rod built for her. 
………………..Brian Mead, WA Association 
 

Ian Campbell Gordon Carpenter (1918-
2005) was born at Trangie, N.S.W. lan 
became an articled student surveyor with his 
master surveyor and mentor H.G.Foxall, 
whom all Surveyors will remember. Ian 
enlisted in the Australian Survey Corps and 
was one of the twenty five original recruits 
who marched into Dungog Showground on 
10th May, 1940. After three months training 
he was posted to 5 Company in Queensland 
and saw service there including mapping and 
field survey, in Cape York Peninsula and later 
at Merauke in Dutch New Guinea. At 
Merauke he contracted Dengue Fever and 
Hook-Worm which sent him to Concord 
Repatriation Hospital for twelve months. In 
July 1944, he was released from the Army 
medically unfit for service. Ian had lost two 
stone in weight. He held the rank of 
Lieutenant. 
In 1948 Ian purchased the survey practice in 
Orange, N.S.W. The survey practice grew 
and Ian established offices in Orange, 
Bathurst, Dubbo and Trangie. Ian believed in 
community and gave his time to Legacy and 
Rotary. In 1994, he was awarded an Order of 
Australia Medal for services to the Orange 
community. Our sincere condolences are 
conveyed to his wife, three sons, daughters-
in-law, nine adored grandchildren, and eleven 
great grandchildren. –  NSW Association 
 
Maurice (Tack) Dallimore: It was with great 
sadness that we learned of the death of Tack 
Dallimore early on the morning of Wednesday 
23rd June, 2004.Tack first served with the 
2nd Survey Company in NSW then 
volunteered with sixteen others from Victoria 
and N.S.W. as reinforcements for 2/1 Survey 
Company which was operating in the Middle 
East with the 7th Division AIF. Their 
embarkation was aborted when Japan 
entered the war in December 1941, resulting 
in this group being sent to Darwin to join 7 
Field Survey Section. After fourteen months 
in the Northern Territory, Tack was 
transferred to 5 Fd Svy Coy in Ingham, where 
he met his lovely wife Betty, and saw further 
service in North Queensland and then 
Morotai. He later joined the 63 Infantry 
Battalion in Ambon before being discharged 
in 1946. 
In civilian life, Tack was a Commercial Artist 
and in his retirement he painted many fine 
pictures in oils and watercolours. He lived in 
Kiama, on the South Coast, and is survived 
by wife Betty, sons Michael and Jan, and 
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daughter Sue, to whom we extend our 
sincere sympathy. – NSW Association 
 
Doris Joan (Dot) Hunter: It was with 
sadness that we learned that Ted Hunter, our 
Vice President, lost his wife who passed 
away peacefully at home on 22nd July, 2004. 
Dot and Ted were blessed with four children 
and ten grandchildren. At the outbreak of 
WW2 Dot joined the W.A.A.F. as a 
Teleprinter Operator and served throughout 
the war for four years and a further six 
months after the cessation of hostilities. Dot 
was a lovely lady and our sincere 
condolences go to Ted, and his family. – 
NSW Association 
 
Harold Trist ….by Val Lovejoy (abridged 
from Magna Carto) 
Harold Twist is a special person in the 
Regiment’s history. He was the first member 
of the Cartographic Company at Fortuna and 
the first President of the Officers Mess This 
story commemorates that connection.  
Harold Trist, an architectural draftsman, 
joined the army in June 1941, Late in 1941, 
WO1 Harold visited Bendigo with Major Bill 
Sarll, Lieutenant Bert Cooper, Lieutenant 
Ralph Westgarth and Lieutenant Guy Hills to 
see if Fortuna could be turned into a 
mapmaking facility. Having confirmed that it 
could, Harold made all the preparations for 
the Cartographic Company to move to 
Fortuna. Once settled in Harold became 2IC 
to Lieutenant Bert Cooper. Harold worked in 
the retouching room where there were about 
twenty light tables. When they had urgent 
work to get out, Harold remembered working 
up to sixteen hours a day in the war years. 
After the war, when the establishment was 
reduced Harold had his rank reduced to 
WO2. During the war everything seemed to 
be important but afterwards it didn’t seem to 
matter so much and Harold remembered the 
pace being much slower. Harold and his wife 
Joy (who had worked at the Ordnance factory 
during the war) had bought a house in Flora 
Hill where their two sons were born. In 1951, 
Harold was transferred to Melbourne as CSM 
of 2 Topo Svy Coy. (Captain John Nolan was 
in charge.) to train national servicemen. The 
work was fairly unrewarding and after 
eighteen months Harold decided to leave the 
army and return to civilian life. Harold and Joy 
never forgot their Fortuna connection, 
especially their many friends who kept in 
touch afterwards; special friends like Bert and 

Kath Cooper, Ralph and Stella Westgarth, 
Albert and Marj Paganetti, Gwen and John 
Oldham. Joy has heard from many old friends 
since the funeral and remembers their time in 
Bendigo with great affection.  
Vale Harold Trist, one of the Fortuna 
family.  
 
MORE ABOUT THE 90TH ANNIVERSARY 
FUNCTION – BENDIGO – 1ST JULY 2005 
 
Other Activities 
On Saturday morning you may wish to visit the 
Old Post Office that is now the Tourist Information 
Centre and at no cost you can view an impressive 
display of exhibits. The nearby RSL Hall contains 
a Military Museum and it has a large number of 
exhibits.  
Art Gallery: For a gold coin donation a visit to the 
Bendigo Art Gallery is also very worthwhile. The 
Gallery opens at 1000 hrs and is rightly claimed to 
be one of the best Regional Galleries in Australia. 
Many may remember the large painting entitled 
Gentlemen the Queen displayed at Fortuna for 
some years in the ballroom and is currently on 
display at the Gallery 
The Boardwalk: Alternatively you may care to 
meet at the Boardwalk Cafe/Restaurant for coffee 
or morning tea. The Boardwalk is set on the 
shores of Lake Weeroona and is an idyllic setting 
for watching those who would like to, or need to, 
walk around the lake. There is ample parking, 
however, you may prefer to arrive in style by tram. 
The Talking-Tram departs the Central Deborah 
Mine at about 1000hrs and arrives at the 
Boardwalk a little before 1030 hrs. Tram (03) 5442 
2821.  
Golf: For those of you wanting to get together and 
have a hit of golf please ring Phil Smalley on  
(03)54488713 or Email on 
phil.smalley@bigpond.com before the day so that 
the event can be coordintated.  
BBQ Lunch is planned for Saturday 2 July . The 
venue is still in negotiation at this stage but you 
will be notified well in advance. Catering is to be 
provided by the DIGO “Relay for Life” committee 
as a fundraiser for cancer research. Cost of the 
BBQ will be $5 per head. Drinks will be available 
at very reasonable prices. The BBQ will 
commence at 1200hrs with meals available from 
about 1300hrs. Again please register you arrival 
at the registration table and collect your name tag. 
Corps memorabilia such as books, badges, ties 
and scarves will also be on sale. It is preferred 
that those who have ordered the commemorative 
“Mapmakers” Port collect it at the BBQ.  
Accommodation bookings of all types are being 
coordinated by Tourism Bendigo 1800 813 
153.Let them know that you are part of the Ex 
Fortuna Function Group. The All Seasons Quality 
Resort is also offering 10% discount to members 
attending the dinner. 
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90th ANNIVERSARY FUNCTION RETURN 
 
IMPORTANT: RSVP for Catering by Friday 17 June 2005  
 
Tracey Phillips (Wk) Ph (03) 5442 0294 (Ah) Ph (03)5449 6330, Email: phipsys@bigpond.com  
Or  
Gary Warnest (Wk) Ph (03) 5441 8311, Fax (03) 5441 4711, Email: grw@netcon.net.au  
 
 
         The Secretary  
         Ex Fortuna Survey Association  
         PO Box 613  
         GOLDEN SQUARE VIC 3555  
 
Name 1: ..................................................................... 
Name 2: ..................................................................... 
Name 3: ..................................................................... 
Name 4: ..................................................................... 
 
Contact Details: …………………………Ph ……………………………………………………..Email 
 
           COST $  
I / we wish to attend the following Function: 
Friday 1 Jul 05 Anniversary Dinner 1930hrs Number attending……… x $40 ea ….…… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
I / we wish to attend the following Function: 
Saturday 2 Jul 05 Art Gallery Coffee 1030hrs Number attending……….......... own arrangements 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
I /we wish to attend the following Function: 
Saturday 2 Jul 05 Boardwalk Coffee 1030hrs Number attending……….......... own arrangements 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
I /we wish to attend the following Function: 
Saturday 2 Jul 05 Golf early hit off by agreement Number attending….......... own arrangements 
………………………………………………………………………………………... 
I /we wish to attend the following Function: 
Saturday 2 Jul 05 BBQ 1200hrs Number attending………….........x $5 ea ............ 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
I wish to purchase association minature badge/badges..(while stocks last)…..…x$10 ea $……….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
I wish to purchase association tie....................................(while stocks last)…..…x$20 ea $……….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
I wish to purchase association Ladies Scarf................... (while stocks last)…..…x$20 ea $……….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
I wish to purchase 90th Anniversary “Mapmakers Port”.. (while stocks last)…..…x$12 ea $……….. 
(Pick up at the BBQ) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Postage for Ties and or Scarves (if required) …..….............................................. x$7 ……….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Please find enclosed my cheque/money order payment……………………………TOTAL $………… 
 
______________________________________________________________________________  
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