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            ROYAL AUSTRALIAN SURVEY CORPS  
                ASSOCIATION 

 Queensland Branch 
 

                        BULLETIN 
 

PO Box 5784 Stafford Heights 4053  
 

 CHRISTMAS EDITION – No 21 DECEMBER 2004
 

PROGRAMME FOR 2005 
(see also event calendar at back) 

 
TONY AND LORETTA GEE’S BBQ – Sunday 13th March 2005 
Tony and Loretta have again offered the hospitality of their home to Association and other ex-Survey Corps 
members from 12.00 midday. BYO drinks. To better suit the calendar of events where most activities fall in 
the latter half of the year, in 2005 the BBQ will take place on the 13th March. The Gee’s address is 50 
Bibimulia St, Bellara, Bribie Island. RSVP Mary-Ann Thiselton before 28 February 2005. 
 
ANZAC DAY – Monday 25th April 2005 
Anzac Day has become a significant event in our Association calendar. We start with the 0530 dawn service 
at the 2nd Combat Engineer Regiment Cenotaph where the Association places its wreath. This is a beautifully 
conducted military ANZAC service; a very moving experience. Afterwards we repair to the I Topo Murray Bar 
for a really great army breakfast and an early morning ale to fortify us for our city march. A bus takes the 
marchers into the City and after the march this year it is planned that we will return to the Murray Bar for a 
BBQ lunch. 
 
COL ALEX LAING MEMORIAL DINNER – Corps Birthday – Thursday 30 June 2005 
In view of the planned Survey Corps 90th Anniversary Dinner at Bendigo (see entry below), we may forego 
our own Corps birthday dinner in 2005, however, if those not attending the Bendigo function wish to continue 
with our own dinner and numbers are sufficient (say, ten couples) then it can happen. In this instance firm 
acceptances are required six weeks in advance, that is, by 20 May 2005. 
 
RA SVY 90TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER – BENDIGO – Friday 1 July 2005 
The Ex Fortuna Survey Association is conducting this ‘back to Bendigo’ event. The venue is again the ‘All 
Seasons International Hotel’ on McIvor Road; starting time 1930 hrs for a two course table service dinner. 
Dress is neat casual. Cost is expected to be about $35.00 per head. An anniversary port is planned for 
release at the dinner. To allow bookings to be made, the Fortuna Association needs to have an indication of 
numbers intending to attend (no money now). The indication can be made to Secretary Tracey Phillips, email 
phipsys@bigpond.com or by phone 03 5442 0294 (W) or 03 5449 6330 (H). Alternatively (and as well) 
contact our own secretary Mary-Ann Thiselton by end of January 2005. 
 
REUNION AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – Saturday 3rd September 2005  
Although numbers attending our traditional Reunion and AGM on the 1st Saturday in September are falling, 
nevertheless your Association will continue with the event at the Gaythorne RSL. All would agree that it is a 
very pleasant occasion and of course, we have to have an AGM. In 2005 it will occur on 3rd September. 
 
MILITARY MAPMAKER’S DINNER – October 2005 
This very successful function will take place in October at a date to be advised. The I Topo organizer in 2005 
is Warrant Officer Diana Souter (at least for the present). The format, by popular demand, will continue to be 
regimental semi formal. 
 
DEREK CHAMBERS AWARD PRESENTATION – November/December 2005 A BBQ lunch at the 
Squadron following an escorted tour of the Squadron’s technical areas. Details to be advised later. 
 
LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH DRINKS 
This regular informal event continues at the Gaythorne RSL from about 5.00pm. There is ample parking at 
the Club and the new entrance to the Club is from the car park.  

 



 2

OUR SURVEY MEMORIAL PROJECTS 
Caloundra: Our bronze plaque commemorating 81 years of service by the Royal Australian Survey Corps 
was installed on the Caloundra Memorial Walkway on the 11th November 2004. The event is reported more 
fully on page 5.  
Rocky Creek: As reported in our August Bulletin our next memorial project will take place at the Rocky 
Creek War Memorial Park near Tolga, 4 km north of Atherton on 14th August 2005. At Rocky Creek we will 
unveil a plaque installed on a separate plinth commemorating those survey units, the 2/1st Army 
Topographical Survey Company, the 3rd Field Survey Company and the 5th Field Survey Company,  who 
were based and undertook surveys and mapping on the Atherton Tableland during WW2 prior to and 
following deployment to New Guinea and Borneo. The 15th August 2005 is the 60th anniversary of Victory in 
the Pacific and a number of supporting events are planned including a street parade on the Monday and an 
air show the following weekend. We hope that at least a few of our members will make the trek to Atherton. 
Andy Steen (now 95) intends to lead the way. 
 

 
 
The Royal Australian Survey Commemorative Plaque installed on the Caloundra Memorial Walkway 

on 11 November 2004 
 
 

COMMITTEE 
Patron      Lieutenant Colonel EU Anderson MBE (Ph 3408 9179)  
President    Peter Bates-Brownsword (Ph 3289 7001) 
Past President   Jim Houston (Ph 3351 4952) 
Vice President   Bob Skitch (Ph 3265 1370) 
Secretary & Asst Treasurer Mary-Ann Thiselton (Ph 3353 1026) 
Treasurer   Ross Smithwick (Ph 3356 5786) 
Functions & Sqn Liaison         Alex Cairney (Anzac Day, Reunion) (Ph 3397 7583) 
Bulletin Editor   Bob Skitch (Ph 3265 1370) 
North Coast member  Kim Weston (Ph 5445 6927; mob 0427 377 226) 
WW2 Veteran Member  Jim Houston (Ph 3351 4952) 
Welfare                             Jim Gill (Ph 3264 1597) 
Member (unallocated)  Stan Campbell (Ph 3285 3970) 
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Squadron OC   Major Adrian Harding 
Squadron SSM   WO1 BL (Barrie) Craymer (Ph 3332 7564) 
Note: Refer Veteran’s Affairs matters to Peter Bates-Brownsword and Stan Campbell 

 
NOTICES 

 
PNG MEDAL 
Nothing further heard. No response to our letter to 
the PNG High Commission in Canberra. Perhaps 
they have more weighty matters on their mind. If 
anyone wishes to give Christies a go, send to our 
President a photo copy of some record of your 
service in PNG post 1945 and we will provide you 
with a letter of support. 
 
MEDALS – THEY KEEP COMING 
A new medal is in the offing – The Australian 
Defence Medal for volunteer service in either the 
regular forces or the reserve for a minimum period 
of six years from the end of WW2 onwards. 
Issuing on application could commence from the 
middle of 2005. It is estimated that up to 400,000 
servicemen and women could be eligible. 
 
ASSOCIATION BADGE 
We believe these are still available from the Ex-
Fortuna Survey Association. Place your orders 
with Mary-Ann and we will try to satisfy them. 

 
 
ASSOCIATION TIE 
October Magna Carto advises that the RAE Corps 
Shop has run out of RA Svy Corps Ties.The Ex 
Fortuna Survey Association is in the process of 
having some more produced, probably with the 
three badge logo similar to our Association 
badge.. We will order a small stock once 
produced. Price is not known at this stage but we 
will keep you posted. 
 
VIETNAM – A TECHNICAL TOUR by Bob 
McMillan-Kay.  
Our Association stock is now exhausted. Copies 
can be obtained directly from Bob McMillan-Kay at 
a cost of $36.00 including postage. We commend 
this highly successful book of Bob’s Vietnam 
experience. Bob’s address is 14 March Lane , 
Maryborough, Qld, 4650. 
 
 

******MAPMAKERS OF FORTUNA****** 
Copies may be purchased from the Ex-Fortuna 
Survey Association (PO Box 865 Bendigo 3552) 
at $60.00 plus postage of $11.50 including cost of 
a padded postal bag.  
 
NOTE OF APPRECIATION 
Our Association records its sincere appreciation of 
the support given to it by the Officer Commanding, 
the SSM and all members of the 1st Topographical 

Survey Squadron, especially in the production of 
our Association Bulletins 
 
 
BERETS TO WEAR ON ANZAC DAY 
The Western Australian Association have adopted 
head gear in the form of a ‘baseball cap’ in very 
smart black with purple peak and trim and a 
woven Survey Corps badge on the front with the 
words ‘Royal Australian Survey Corps’ all in gold. 
The feeling here is that this style of head-dress is 
somewhat American and we should adopt the 
beret – the dark navy blue one we were 
authorized to wear with the brass Corps badge. 
Many of the other Corps Associations wear 
something on their heads for the march – some 
baseball type caps, some berets of various hues. 
What do you think? The Ex Fortuna Survey 
Association is also interested. 
 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2003 – 
2004 & 2004 - 2005  
 ‘Don’t go to sleep on your membership!’ 
Keep in touch with you Survey Corps mates 
by being a paid-up member of your 
Association. 

Our financial year 
runs from Sept to 
Sept. Subscription is 
but $10.00 per year. 
We encourage you to 
pay three years in 
advance (or more if 
you wish). Some have 
already done this. 

Subscription is waived for veterans 75 and over 
who have been standing paid-up members of our 
Association. 
 
A SOLDIER’S CHRISTMAS 
 
1945 – as Devey saw it in Balikpapan  
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2004 – a soldier over there! 
This poem was written by an Australian 
peacekeeping soldier stationed overseas. He 
requests…...  
“Please would you do me the kind favour of sending this 
to as many people as you can? Christmas will be 
coming soon and some credit is due to all of the service 
men and women for our being able to celebrate these 
festivities. Let's try in this small way to pay a tiny bit of 
what we owe. Make people stop and think of our 
heroes, living and dead, who sacrificed themselves for 
us” 
.  
Take the Time  
T'was the night before Christmas, he lived all 
alone,  
In a one bedroom house, made of plaster and 
stone.  
I had come down the chimney, with presents 
to give,  
And to see just who, in this home, did live.  
I looked all about, a strange sight I did see,  
No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.  
No stocking by mantle, just boots filled with 
sand,  
 
On the wall hung pictures, of far distant lands.  
With medals and badges, awards of all kinds,  
A sober thought, came through my mind.  
For this house was different, it was dark and 
dreary,  
I found the home of a soldier, once I could 
see clearly.  
The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,  
Curled up on the floor, in this one bedroom 
home.  
The face was so gentle, the room in such 
disorder,  
 
Not how I pictured, an Australian soldier.  
Was this the hero, of whom I'd just read?  

Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?  
I realised the families, that I saw this night,  
Owed their lives to these soldiers,  
Who were willing to fight.  
 
Soon round the world, the children would 
play,  
And grownups would celebrate, a bright 
Christmas day.  
They all enjoyed freedom, each month of the 
year,  
Because of the soldiers, like the one lying 
here.  
I couldn't help wonder, how many lay alone,  
On a cold Christmas eve, in a land far from 
home.  
 
The very thought brought, a tear to my eye,  
I dropped to my knees, and started to cry.  
The soldier awakened, and I heard a rough 
voice,  
"Santa don't cry, this life is my choice;  
I fight for freedom, I don't ask for more,  
My life is my God, my country, my Corps."  
 
The soldier rolled over, and drifted to sleep,  
I couldn't control it, I continued to weep.  
I kept watch for hours, so silent and still,  
And we both shivered, from the cold night's 
chill.  
I didn't want to leave, on that cold, dark, 
night,  
This guardian of honour, so willing to fight.  
 
Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft 
and pure,  
Whispered, "Carry on Santa, it's Christmas 
Day; all is secure."  
One look at my watch, and I knew he was 
right.  
"Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good 
night."  
  
More Devey from 1945…. 
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FUNCTION REPORTS 
 
Derek Chambers Award. 
 The event took place at 1 Topo’s 
Murray Bar on Friday 29th October 2005. It 
was well attended by members of our 
Association and of course substantial 
numbers from 1 Topo. The recipient this year 
was Corporal Scott Rogers and Squadron OC 
Major Adrian Harding spoke of Scott as being 
one of those blokes who exhibit unfailing 
good humour, always willing to take on 
whatever comes his way without complaint. 
Scott is an active organiser of Squadron 
activities and is first to volunteer. In other 
words he contributes greatly the esprit de 
corps of the Squadron. 
 Bob Skitch passed on Loraine 
Chamber’s apologies (Loraine normally 
presents the award on behalf of the 
Association) and in a short address said that 
Derek was one of those blokes every OC 
likes to have in his unit – good natured, 
always willing, always saw the lighter side of 
every situation and absolutely reliable – a 
good NCO in every respect. 
  Bob reflected on his own association 
with Derek. “I knew Derek quite well over his 
early years – as a young lieutenant I first 
interviewed him for corps enlistment – I think 
it was more a case of interviewing his dad 
who was with him at the time. It must have 
been OK because a few years later his 
brother Greg joined the Corps. In 1965 I was 
posted to Sydney to raise what became 1 
Topo Survey Troop and when a detachment 
of that unit became part of 1 ATF for service 
in Vietnam, Derek was an obvious choice to 
be part of that small unit. Derek’s unfailing 
sense of humour and sense of duty – his 
esprit de corps – made him an outstanding 
member of that unit. On return to Australia 

Derek went his way and I mine. Perhaps 
Derek’s career is not a hard act to follow but it 
is certainly a very worthwhile one.” 
 

   
 
 
Derek Chambers 
Awardee –  
 
Cpl Scott Rogers 
with Bob Skitch 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Military Mapmakers Dinner – reported by 
Kym Weston 
For those of us from the Sunshine Coast a 
7pm for 7.30pm  dinner starts a little earlier 
with the one and a quarter hour drive down 
the highway.  The drive through the back of 
Stafford and Gaythorne always brings back 
memories of the mid seventies and those that 
lived in this area. 
 Through the front gate and we found 
our way past the swimming pool to the Mess.  
Hank Opdam and I always comment that the 
locations of Messes always remain the same 
but the names keep changing just to confuse 
us. 
 The evening was warm and after we 
made our way through reception, paid our 
money, received our name tags and were 
duly photographed we headed for the outside 
garden. The first thirty minutes gave us time 
to catch up with friends before we headed 
inside for dinner.  Most of us had checked out 
the seating plan but as usual a few scrambled 
to find their place. 
 My guess is that there were 80 to 100 
in attendance.  The squadron had produced a 
novel laminated place-mat menu combination 
which made a nice souvenir.  On the back of 
this was a copy of a newspaper article by Les  
Hiddins detailing a cricket match at the Wave 
Hill Cricket Club involving 1 Fd Svy Sqn 
during field ops.  My guess is it took place 
some time in the early seventies. 
 Congratulations must go to both the 
organisers and the cook for selecting a varied 
yet simple menu.  The food was delicious and 
attractively presented despite the evening 
being very warm. 
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 For the most part Association 
members were interspersed between 
currently serving members and this provided 
the opportunity for both groups to exchange 
ideas on how some things had changed and 
yet others had not. 
 As well as the usual round of toasts 
and speeches two members of 1 Topo being 
dined out (WO2 Ian Read and WO2 Peter 
Ball) made memorable speeches. They 
referred in particular to friendships they would 
always hold dear as well as the fact that they 
thought that this dinner was the ideal way o 
celebrate their retirement together with their 
family and service comrades, witnessed by 
many who had served both with and before 
them. 
 In conclusion I would be remiss if I did 
not congratulate the OC of 1 Topo Svy Sqn, 
the dining president and the organising group 
for both encouraging and making possible 
this dinner that brings together in a formal, 
yet relaxed format, both current and past 
members as one group. 
 
A selection of photos from the Mapmaker’s 
Dinner can be found in the Photo 
Gallery……Ed 
 
 
Service to dedicate and unveil the Royal 
Australian Survey Corps Commemorative 
Plaque on the Caloundra Memorial 
Walkway 
 The 11th November 2004 saw a 
glorious sunny day following several of early 
summer rains – rains that greened the lawns 
along Caloundra’s unique Memorial Walkway. 
The sea glistened blue and the waves 
lapping the cliff below the Centaur Memorial 
were just audible. If it was a little hot for those 
of us wearing jackets, the occasion silenced 
any complaints. Our plaque, covered by a 
curtain awaited its unveiling. People were 
starting to arrive as the sound of the Last 
Post ending the traditional Remembrance 
Service at the Anzac Memorial 200 metres 
along the Walkway could be heard. Soon 
after the small crowd attending the 
Remembrance Service was drifting past 
towards the city wondering what was 
happening down near the Centaur Headland. 
Quite a number were staying to observe our 
ceremony. Dick Allchin of the Caloundra RSL 
with a small band of helpers set up the PA 
system (furthermore, it worked); the well 
practiced Padre arrived and quickly assumed 

the MC role, as Padres do on these 
occasions and the service got underway 
before a crowd of 30 or so Association 
members and general on-lookers. Our Padre 
had found the Survey Corps prayer in the 
most obvious place, the Army prayer book 
and it was said by all. (He had issued a small 
order of service so the words were in front of 
us.) Bob Skitch said a few words on why we 
were there and the significance of the 
occasion and then Kevin Walsh came forward 
and unveiled the plaque. Then a prayer of 
dedication and the bugler played the Last 
Post followed by a pause for reflection and 
the Rouse. The Padre gave a blessing and 
we all repaired to the Caloundra RSL for a 
light lunch provided by the RSL and a jug or 
two of beer (light of course). 
 All in all, it was a fitting way to install 
our commemoration plaque. A journalist from 
the Sunshine Coast Daily newspaper was 
present and a reasonably accurate account 
of the event appeared in the Saturday edition. 
A photo copy is attached at the end of this 
Bulletin and photos of the event are in the 
photo gallery. Attending the ceremony were: 
Peter and Irene Blasket, Alex Cairney, Stan and 
Helen Campbell, Brian Cosford and Jackie Doyle, 
Ace and Trudi Evans, Tony and Loretta Gee, Jeff 
Lambert, Artie McClure and Anne McInnes, Hank 
and Anna Opdem, Bob and Wendy Skitch, Kevin 
Walsh, Kym and Faye Weston, WO1 Barry 
Craymer, Sgt Brian Johnston, Mr Dick Allchin, our 
Padre and many onlookers. 
 
The Association’s sincere thanks must go to 
Mr Dick Allchin for supporting our initiative 
and arranging the ceremony and the 
hospitality of the Caloundra RSL after the 
event. 
 
PERSONALIA AND OTHER JOTTINGS 
 
Bruce Belette phoned recently. Bruce and 
his wife live at Cairns. They make frequent 
trips through Brisbane usually by car and 
Bruce would like to attend one of our 
functions in 2005. Which one remains to be 
seen – which ever one coincides with his 
being here. Bruce does quite a bit of 
commuting from Cairns to Perth where at 
least one of his children resides. He tells me 
that he and his wife spend some months of 
each winter inland – camping in the outback. 
Great life! Bruce did a Basic Survey Course 
in the early ‘60s and was posted to E Comd 
Field Survey Unit for all of his time with the 
Corps. He served six years and attained the 
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rank of sergeant – not bad! He continued with 
survey work in Queensland after leaving the 
Corps, mostly in western regions. Hope we 
see you sometime Bruce. 
 
Artie McClure attended the RA Svy 
Commemorative Plaque Dedication and 
unveiling at Caloundra on 11th November with 
his partner Anne McInnis, representing the 
WW2 veterans. Anne also wears a WW2 
service medal and another awarded post 
WW2. Artie now well into his 80s looked 
particularly well. It is his firm intention to 
make it to Atherton and Rocky Creek in 
August for the dedication and unveiling of our 
memorial plaque there. Artie tells me that he 
has a full set of bulletins/news letters going 
back to the early days of the Association, 
then the Queensland Ex Survey Service 
Association. 
 
As this Bulletin attests, Bob and Wendy 
Skitch have returned from their nine weeks in 
UK. Not having been there before (never 
managed to get on the exchange gravy train) 
it was an exciting time for both of them. Their 
tripping took them to the northern reaches of 
Scotland – Orkney Islands and Scapa Flow – 
where the entire German Fleet was scuttled 
in 1919 – to Wales and Ireland, to the 
beautiful Lakes District in Cumbria and 
Hadrian’s Wall and to Cornwall from where 
John Skitch (Bob’s Great Grandfather) 
emigrated to Bendigo as a miner in about 
1860. Bob and Wendy visited Paris for three 
days – highlight for Bob – a night at the 
Moulin Rouge! Bob and son Chris had three 
days in old Berlin – an absolutely fascinating 
experience! On the way over Wendy and Bob 
had three days in Bangkok, visiting the River 
Kwai and taking a short journey by train on 
the infamous railway. The cemetery in 
Kanchanaburi has over a thousand Australian 
graves and many more British and Dutch 
graves – all of whom died on that shocking 
WW2 episode. Their return trip was via 
Singapore where Bob served with 84 Survey 
Squadron RE in ‘69/70. Yes, Singapore has 
changed; a city being constantly re-built. 
 
Lionel Devencorn writes to say that in a 
‘clean-up’ he came across some Christmas 
cards he did for 1 Section (5 Coy) in 
Balikpapan. Since this is our Christmas, 60 
years later, one of Lionel’s cards is copied 
below. Lionel has been told that his book 
‘Army Laughter’ should be published for a 

wider audience and suggests that our 
Association might take that on. We will look at 
it Lionel but of course the world has changed! 
 
Hal Jones’ grand daughter Kirrili Balshaw 
has sent in a bundle of Hal’s cartoon work for 
our use, some of it relatively recent. They are 
all original ink drawings and should reproduce 
very well. We will have to do something with 
all of this one day – perhaps a special 
publication. 
 
Ken Shaw’s story was told in our August 
Bulletin, ‘Not always a Cartographer’ and 
those who read it would agree; it was a good 
read. In an August email that missed 
publication Ken reports that he has had a 
spell in hospital to remove a melanoma from 
his bladder.(we will spare the gory details). All 
manner of things were done to examine and 
remove the melanoma without a single 
incision being made. Ken says “so you can 
imagine what they put all this gear up, can’t 
you?” Furthermore, he has to have it checked 
out every three months with a camera! It 
sounds excruciating, Ken. We will try not to 
think too much about it! Ken also reports that 
his right knee has packed it in and an 
operation may be needed but not before the 
other problem is fully resolved. In the 
meantime he needs a $150.00 injection every 
so often to provide lubrication. He hopes DVA 
may come to the party and meet the cost. 
Best of luck with that one Ken! Ken says that 
Nance is keeping well but starting to slow 
down a bit – thank goodness! We who know 
Nance can understand! 
 
Balcombe 
Many of us older blokes would have fond or 
not so fond memories of Balcombe, the 
location of the School of Survey before it 
moved to Bonegilla. As reported in Magna 
Carto, Don Swiney visited the site of what 
was previously the School of Survey, now an 
attractive subdivision with little evidence of 
the school. He reports that the oval remains 
as does the memorial gates. There is a 
plaque on a plinth outside the gates that lists 
all the units (School of Survey Included) that 
once occupied the site. It seemed to Don that 
was scant memorial to the place that 
introduced so many of us to the Corps. Don 
proposes that a better location for a memorial 
plaque might be Mount Martha Trig, also 
familiar to many of us, overlooking the 
Dromana Valley. Sounds a great idea Don! 
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VALE 
In our last Bulletin Jock Kay reported on the 
success of an operation he underwent 
recently and mentioned that his wife Barbara 
was having chemo-therapy for her cancer. 
Soon after I had advice from Jock that 
Barbara had lost the fight and passed away. 
Barbara knew the end was close and left a 
poignant but beautiful message in her diary 
that was read at her service… 
 
“Do not stand at my grave and weep 
I am not there I do not sleep 
I am a thousand winds that blow 
I am softly falling snow 
I am the gentle rains that fall 
I am the fields of ripening corn 
Do not stand at my grave and cry 
I did not die my soul can fly” 
 
Jock was planning to take Barbara’s ashes 
back to her beloved Wales to be scattered in 
the River Taff where her Mother’s ashes were 
scattered before Barbara left Wales. 
 
Jock hopes to see us all next AnzacDay. 
 
 
 

1st TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY 
SQUADRON –      WO2 Ian Baldwin 
          
 

As the festive season approaches 
rapidly upon us for yet another year, time 
should be set aside to reflect on where we 
have come from and where we are going.  
Furthermore, have a kind thought for the 
people both collectively and individually who 
have touched our lives in so many different 
ways, over the last year.  As we enjoy our 
time over the Christmas season with, our 
loved ones, families and friends, spare a 
thought for those not so fortunate, fulfilling 
important roles on deployments far away. Our 
thoughts at the unit go out to MAJ Troy 
Francis in Eritrea on UN business.  
 The evening of the 15th October saw 
the holding of the annual Map Makers Dinner. 
A strong contingency from the unit and other 
organisations represented the serving 
members, with just as strong showing by the 
members of the Royal Australian Survey 
Corps Association. WO2 Ian Read and WO2 
Peter Ball were farewelled and we wish them 
all the best in the future. The night was 

enjoyed by all and the aim successfully 
achieved by the chance to catch up with old 
friends, swap stories and reminisce on times 
gone by. 

In the 2nd half of 2004 the Squadron 
has had yet another hectic period especially 
over the last couple of months.  The corporals 
were put through their paces in regard to 
leadership through junior NCO week 8th – 12th  
November.  The week long activity was 
designed to draw out leadership qualities in 
the junior NCOs in situations out of the norm.  
Activities included orienteering around South 
Bank and Brisbane's CBD, surf life saving, 
obstacle course, Landrover push, shooting, 
night training using night vision goggles. 
culminating in a fun filled day at Wet ‘n Wild 
on the Gold Coast.  The week was enjoyed 
by all and made possible by the concerted 
efforts of LT Lisa Bush and her team. 
  The 6 ESR annual gathering occurred 
over the week 15th - 19th November.  This 
was a very packed week with all sub unit of 6 
ESR attending with 17 Construction 
Squadron traveling up from Sydney. 
 

 
Sgt Mark Bourne going for a six – and 
missing!   
 
 On the sporting side our cricket team 
lead by SPR Jason Wadsworth came up 
trumps with worthy efforts from SGT Mark 
Bourne, SPR Scott Duncan and new comer 
to the unit SPR Woods to capture the trophy.  
The week concluded with 1 Topo's Christmas 
function at the XXXX brewery. 
 Annually the unit recognises junior 
members of the Squadron whose 
performance is exceptional.  The award is the 
"Sapper of the Year".  This year's recipients 
are:1st – SPR Annemarie Young; Runner Up 
– CPL Phil (Sully or is it Simo) Simpson? 
 The New Year sees a changing of the 
Guard in the upper echelons of the unit with 
farewell to the out going OC the now LTCOL 
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Adrian Harding and the 2IC, MAJ Adam 
Baker, we wish them well in their endeavours. 
Welcome back to the unit for the new OC 
MAJ Shaun Hoffamn and 2IC CAPT Stacey 
Mitchell and a special mention to the new CO 
of 6 ESR LTCOL Bill Thomson the OC of 1 
Topo 2002 – 2003.  As the year closes the 
2004/ 2005 posting cycle will take effect.  In 
this cycle close to a third of the Squadron will 
be turned over and spread out to all corners 
of the Army and the Defence Force as our 
abilities as services are understood and 
requested. 
 2005 offers no reprieve to unit with 
numerous activities and exercises being 
planned and maybe some unforeseen ones 
similar to those that have been cropping up 
over the passed few years.  Only time will tell; 
however, we will be ready to meet the 
challenge. 
 In closing from members of the 1st 
Topographical Survey Squadron we wish all a 
safe and merry Christmas and a prosperous 
2005. 
  
THE ABLUTION    by Jeff Lambert 
 
 Bathing dates back over three 
thousand years or more in one form or 
another. The ancient Greeks and later, the 
public baths of the Romans set the scene for 
the personal satisfaction and enjoyment of 
cleansing the body beautiful, whether in 
private confines or sharing the aquifer in the 
public domain. Soap of course is a must in 
modern bathing, however, the Romans did 
not use soap; being tough they used sand 
and skin scrapers instead, which leaves one 
to contemplate on the consequences of such 
methods to the more delicate parts of the 
body. And community bathing is another 
thing!  
 It takes me back to one of many 
conversations I enjoyed with WO2 Eric 
Harpes (Cedric to all) who at the time was in 
charge of the Q Store at the School of Survey 
then at Balcombe. Eric had been one of 
those recalled from the Middle East to defend 
Australia against the new threat of Japanese 
invasion and fought through the Island 
campaigns to finish in occupied Japan. One 
particular person in his unit presented a most 
unique situation to the Japanese customers 
at the communal baths, being tall and of 
ruddy complexion with a shock of red hair 
that was not limited to his cranium but rather 
covered the greater part of his freckly body. 

This person attracted such excited attention 
from the locals, as they crowded around 
clamoring to touch, that embarrassment got 
the better of him and so he bid farewell to 
public bathing – at least in Japan.  
 However, the preference for private 
bathing is not only the choice for such as the 
above. Most of us would prefer the sanctity of 
privacy in such a personal matter. Some may 
remember the nightly bath where as kids we 
had a tub in front of the wood stove in winter 
and in front of the whole family all sharing the 
warmth of the stove and where advice from 
Mother went – “wash down as far as possible, 
and then wash up as far as possible – and 
leave ‘possible’ alone." – Perhaps our desire 
for privacy stemmed from those early days, 
so it is with this in mind that I would like to 
relate to the Ravenswood Ablution. 
 Our central camp at Ravenswood 
consisted of an old house (rented) a marquee 
and an assortment of tents. The house 
accommodated a technical office, kitchen, 
dining area, laundry, stores, etc. with a front 
veranda (lattice enclosed) and a roofed lean-
to at the rear adding to the sheltered area. 
Captain Ed Anderson ran an efficient camp, 
however, Snow Rolleston had a gripe or two 
on the usual ablution arrangements and 
persuaded the ’Skipper’ to give him the reins 
in that department. With Snow quickly co-
opting the services of our mechanical whiz 
(Garney Cook) a hot water boiler became the 
focus of their discussion. "You know Garney, 
every so and so wants his bucket or two of 
hot water but is too lazy (or conveniently 
forgetful) to replenish their take from the 
boiler so late bathers, like myself, are left 
high, dry and dirty. Now, I plan a boiler to 
remedy that situation and I'd like you to build 
it for me." An obliging Garney was soon at 
work and a 44 gallon (two hundred litre) drum 
was mounted, with the long axis parallel to 
the ground, over a large fire enclosure. At the 
forward end a spout protruded from the top of 
the water level and at the rear, a bucket sized 
aperture in the top of the drum. A bucket full 
of cold water poured into the rear aperture 
allowed a bucket full of hot water to exit the 
spout. Next came the shower enclosure. This 
was of bush timber with hessian sides and an 
‘L’ shaped entrance with a loose flap which 
when closed showed that the shower was 
occupied. Within, one stepped onto a 
duckboard for undressing and a short step to 
another duckboard over which hung the issue 
canvas shower bucket complete with pulley 
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and rope. Pegs were provided for the 
hanging of clothes and towels. Complete 
privacy was ensured. "Well now" said Snow 
as we all gathered around, "you can't get a 
bucket of hot unless you put in a bucket of 
cold and you will note the improved standard 
and privacy of the shower and dressing 
area." Yes, everyone agreed it to be the best 
yet and Snow and Gamey received their well 
deserved congratulations. The donkey 
(boiler) worked well and served to eliminate 
Snow's first grouch to complete satisfaction 
"Who said you can't counter human failure?"  
 There came to be, however, a 
concern in the matter of privacy and the 
recipient of such concern was none other 
than Snow himself. At the day’s end and with 
twilight approaching Snow, not infrequently, 
was the last to head for the ablution, to bathe 
at leisure without the pressures of an 
impatient queue. Snow's thoughts must have 
been elsewhere that evening. With head fully 
soaped he ran out of water and with eyes 
tightly shut against the invading soap he 
groped for his towel hanging on the hook his 
design had so well catered for and began 
mopping the soap from his eyes then 
realizing that the towel was not on the hook 
and, indeed, he had been handed the towel – 
yes he had even felt a hand – but who??? 
Towel worked overtime to clear the eyes and 
quickly revert to a modest lap-lap as Snow 
hastened to the entrance to nab the silent 
intruder. No one to be seen – but wait, there 
in the gathering gloom – wasn't that someone 
disappearing into the marquee? – someone 
with snowy hair? Well, quite a few had snowy 
hair – even Garney Cook, however, at the 
dinner table that night one could not but 
notice that Sam Chambers sitting quietly at 
the end of the table displayed silent 
amusement every time Snow irately raised 
the subject. Sam had snowy hair. 
 Despite the above facilities, a major 
problem remained with the water which had 
to be drawn from a fairly deep well utilising a 
hand windlass. The problem was not one of 
quantity but rather quality. Ravenswood (rich 
in minerals) suffers extremely hard water 
where calcium carbonate dominates a 
mineral suite extraordinaire. (One has to 
quickly comb one's hair before it sets.) 
However, one day when everyone was back 
in camp for some reason a massive black 
cloud, devoid of lightning and thunder 
suddenly dumped rain by the bucket full on 
Ravenswood's semi-arid terrain. Well, the old 

roof guttering soon displayed its lack of 
maintenance with intermittent corrosion holes 
now providing a myriad of concentrated water 
torrents. Forgetting about Snow's provided 
facilities, the freshwater starved crew, 
stripped to birthday suits and armed each 
with a cake of soap, abandoned any 
inhibitions and rushed to claim one of the 
freshwater spurts. Twelve in all took 
advantage of nature’s heavenly answer to 
earth's local groundwater and were soon all 
of a soapy lather the likes of which they could 
barely remember. Problem was, however, the 
storm disappeared as quickly as it appeared 
and it wasn't until the roof cascade started to 
diminish that the thankful twelve realised that 
the torrential curtain had lifted. It was only 
then that someone noticed that on the 
veranda of the house diagonally opposite 
stood Mrs Mack, hands on rail and staring at 
the apparition before her eyes. Any thought 
of Mrs Mack beating a retreat to the inner 
sanctums of her house were embarrassingly 
dissolved as Mrs Mack stood her ground and 
continued to stare. Thought of indecent 
exposure first effected an about-turn of all 
twelve exposing to Mrs Mack's gaze what 
may be considered the lesser of two evils, but 
then as Mrs Mack persisted in her stance the 
only gentlemanly option was to retreat to the 
rear of the house, whereby twelve soapy 
arses, varying in size, shape and relative 
height above sea level and suffering unusual 
contortions, to say the least, as the 
supporting feet below them sidestepped and 
pussyfooted through a minefield of bindy-
eyes, gradually disappeared from sight. 

  
 Discussion that evening centred on 
Mrs Mack. Ted Miller was first to contribute. "I 
think she is short sighted and didn't see 
anything." To which Bill Davidson replied 
"don't think so -she doesn't even wear 
glasses." Mick Doyle ventured "perhaps she 
was under the impression that providence 
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had played a hand with a quick visit to earth, 
via medium of the storm, of the twelve 
apostles. "and then Nobby Clark – "I know; 
perhaps she was spellbound." To which Brian 
Berkery scoffed "use your head Nobby; that 
water was as cold as ice leaving little to even 
kindle such a condition." Col Pugh agreed 
with Ted Miller and added that, after all, Mrs 
Mack was popular and respected and none 
could contemplate other than short 
sightedness. Were that not the case, Mrs 
Mack would certainly have retired out of sight. 
The logical conclusion – Mrs Mack should 
see an optometrist! All agreed that not only 
was that the most logical conclusion but the 
only conclusion, which made for a more 
comfortable solution to an embarrassing 
episode. Further to which, everyone agreed, 
it made for ‘easy’ relations when next making 
Mrs Mack's acquaintance and especially at 
the coming Ravenswood dance where 
everyone, bar none, hits the floor for the 
progressive barn dance, (a favourite of Mrs 
Mack's).  
 But then enter Les Taylor, who had 
been listening silently (mainly because he 
had been enjoying the usual after dinner 
pipe). Les, on that trip, was co- opted to 
admin and provedoring and at the time of the 
storm was caught between Delaney's pub 
and the butcher's shop, there being no 
second guesses as to where he selected to 
shelter, (wouldn't we all). From there with the 
storm having passed, he made half hourly 
brief inspections to ensure the storm was not 
returning, arriving at the butcher’s shop just 
before closing. "You'll never guess who was 
in the butchers shop" said Les as a 
seemingly fire proof finger compressed the 
embers in his pipe – “that's right; Mrs Mack, 
and she called me aside and very 
confidentially told me that if you chaps were 
having trouble with", Les paused while he 
drew strongly on his pipe to rekindle the 
custard scented brew, “bindy-eyes, then you 
should spray them with kerosene but not 
 during a storm.” 

……………………… 
 

BOB’S ADDRESS AT THE COMMORATIVE 
PLAQUE DEDICATION 
 
 You may wonder why we in the 
Queensland Branch of the Royal Australian 
Survey Corps Association have installed this very 
fine plaque honoring the members of the Royal 

Australian Survey Corps. Perhaps the reason can 
be best expressed this way; 
……to leave some visible evidence of the 
contribution of our Corps to the nation in locations 
where the public might stop and ponder. In this 
age of satellite technology that, for many 
exponents of the science, supercedes the work 
carried out by the Corps over its 81 years of 
continuous operational service in both war and 
peace, the contribution of the Corps to the 
defence and development of Australia is rapidly 
fading from memory.  
 And what better location could there be 
for the installation of such a plaque and the 
achievement of our aim in so placing it, than this 
absolutely beautiful place where we stand today. I 
am sure this memorial walkway honouring the 
service of so many individuals who served over 
the years in Australia’s Defence Forces must be 
unique, at least in this country. At any hour or the 
day you will see people, singly or as couples, 
wandering along this pathway, looking at the 
personal plaques imbedded in the concrete and 
those larger unit plaques on plinths along the way. 
 So what were those achievements that 
are so worth honouring in this way and 
remembering today? A little bit of the Corps’ 
history will explain: 
 The then Australian Survey Corps was 
raised on the 1st July 1915 and served 
continuously until its disbandment in 1996. The 
Corps received its ‘Royal’ suffix in 1948. 
Significant events in the history of the Corps are 
as follows: 
 

• In WW1 the Aust Corps Topographic 
Section provided mapping and survey for 
artillery in France during 1917 and 1918, 
returning to Australia in 1919. Individual 
members were deployed in Egypt and 
Sinai in 1918 carrying out mapping often 
behind enemy lines. 

• Between WW1 and WW2 small sections 
of the Corps were constantly deployed on 
mapping and geodetic survey 
(triangulation) tasks in all Australian 
States. 

• During WW2 the Corps expanded from 
less than 100 personnel to near 1800. 
The AIF unit raised initially for deployment 
to the Middle East was the 2/1st Aust 
(Corps) Field Survey Company. The 2/1st 
embarked for the Middle East in February 
1940 and carried out surveys and 
mapping in Syria, Lebanon and Trans-
Jordan. The unit returned to Australia in 
March 1942 and after initial deployments 
in North Queensland moved to Papua 
New Guinea in November 1942. returning 
to Australia in 1944. 

• A New Guinea Field Survey Section (later 
2 Fd Svy Sect) was raised in New Guinea 
from local civilians with survey experience 
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and later augmented with personnel from 
Australia. Lt Owers of ‘Ower’s Corner’ 
fame was a member of that unit. It served 
throughout the war in support of all 
Australian operations in the NG theatre. 

• Many other survey units were raised and 
based around Australia engaged on 
survey and mapping operations. A 
number of these were deployed to New 
Guinea and in 1945 to Borneo (Moratai 
and Balikpapan). A major unit, the LHQ 
Cartographic Company was raised in 
Melbourne in 1942 and then based at 
Bendigo to become the AHQ Survey 
Regiment in post-war years where it 
remained as Australia’s principal map 
production facility until the disbandment of 
the Corps in 1996.  

• After the war the Corps reduced in 
strength to about 400 with Field Survey 
Sections to become Squadrons as the 
Corps expanded in Western Australia, 
South Australia, New South Wales and 
Queensland. Some of the work 
undertaken during the early post-WW2 
years included preliminary mapping of the 
Snowy Mountains for the hydro-electric 
project that followed, survey and mapping 
for the Long Range Weapons 
Establishment at Woomera and the 
atomic sites at Marilinga. 

• The major Australian project undertaken 
from 1958 to 1968 was the total mapping 
of the Australian continent at scale 1: 
250,000 (about 4 miles to an inch) in 
conjunction with the Commonwealth 
civilian mapping agencies. Most of the 
work undertaken by units of the Corps 
was north of the Tropic of Capricorn. This 
mapping program gave way to more 
detailed mapping at larger scales and this 
program was completed in 1976. 

• At the same time as mapping Australia, 
the Corps undertook the complete 
mapping of Papua New Guinea at the 
scale of a centimetre to a kilometre 
including all off-shore islands. The 
complete map set was a gift to the newly 
independent government of Papua New 
Guinea in 1978. 

• From 1969 to 1985 units of the Corps 
were engaged year after year in a 
cooperative mapping program of 
Indonesia covering all of Indonesia except 
Java and Timor but including Irian Jaya 
(now West Papua).  

• A further program of mapping surveys 
was undertaken of the South West Pacific 
nations in the late 1980s and 1990s. 

• Survey personnel engaged on the 
Indonesian and Papua New Guinean 
mapping operations are entitled to the 

Australian Service Medal with appropriate 
clasps. 

• The Royal Australian Survey Corps 
maintained a section of about 20 
personnel at Nui Dat, South Vietnam from 
1966 to 1972 undertaking direct support 
mapping and surveys (including artillery 
survey) for the 1st Australian Task Force. 
Survey personnel have been deployed on 
most peace keeping operations 
undertaken by the Australian Army. 

 
 It would be wrong to reflect on the service 
of Survey Corps members without consideration 
of their families, their wives and partners who 
frequently endured long period of absence from 
home of their partners. Their service is rarely 
recognised but in no way is it less. Army wives are 
a special breed. 
 A full history of the Royal Australian 
Survey Corps was written by Dr Chris Coulthard 
Clark and published by the Oxford University 
Press in 2001. Various unit histories and memoirs 
have been written and published over the years. 
And yet, in its wisdom our Australian Government 
chose to disband the Corps in 1996 leaving a 
vacuum in its place. Mapping as we have known it 
in Australia is a dead issue, largely a lost cause, 
overtaken some would say by technology but 
more truthfully by the doctrine of economic 
rationalism. Enough said! 
 
Our plaque reads: 
 

In honour of the members 
of the 

Royal Australian Survey Corps 
Who served our nation in peace and 
war for eighty-one years, undertaking 

geodetic surveys and mapping 
operations in Australia, Papua New 
Guinea, Indonesia and the South 
West Pacific nations and in the 

theatres of war: 
Northern France 1918 

Egypt & Sinai 1918 
Middle East 1941 – 1942 
New Guinea 1943 – 1945 

Borneo 1945 
Vietnam 1966 – 1972 

 
 I ask you now to observe a minute’s silent 
contemplation of the service rendered to this 
nation by the men and women of the Royal 
Australian Survey Corps with the playing of the 
Last Post and Reveille. 
 
The Prayer of the Royal Australian Survey 
Corps 
Almighty God, in Your wisdom You have 
established order in all creation, and through Your 
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laws provided a path for us to follow on the chart 
of life. 
We, the members of the Royal Australian Survey 
Corps (Association), seek Your help to see Your 
purpose in our lives, and be prepared to follow 
Your path. 
Grant us Your guidance and direct our activities, 
so that we may assist in the security and 
development of our country in peace and war 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen 
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DECEMBER 2004

"The Diners"

Alex DeGraw, Alex Cairney, Dave Sankey

"A cosy group" - 1 Topo members

MAPMAKERS DINNER

"Having a good old time"

Peter Bates-Brownsword waxes eloquent

Brian Partridge with Bob McMillan-Kay and partner



The Plaque is unveiled by Kevin Walsh

The installed plaque

After the event -
Bob Skitch, Kev Walsh, Artie McClure and Anne McInnis

The gathering at the memorial walkway

DEDICATION OF THE MEMORIAL PLAQUE -

CALOUNDRA 11/11/04
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