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FOREWCRD
Brigadier {(RL] Lawrence FitzGerald, ©OBH, in hia book. ‘Lebanon bo Lolwan!
has teld the story aof mapping by the Royal Australian Survey Corpa in
World War IT (1919-1945). Jack 5. Viecars in hia History of New Guinea

Survey Section f{(later B Australian Field Survey Section) tells the stor

of ona of the emallest field survey units. It operated in New Guinema
for rthe bBrief peried from March 1942 to Rowember 1943, but din that tipe
was inwvolved in providing maps for some of the most significant operatioms
Ly nugtralian wWar History.

New Guinea was the most forbidding battlefield im World wWar II. In
particular, the area from Port WMoresby to Buna where the HKoheda Trail
Campaign was Eought was a military nightemare. Tho mass of towering tangled
mountains and swampy <oastal stelpe had an annual rainfall af up te JOO
inches. Dense rainforest coversd mest of the area and topographiecal
information was so meagre as to be practically non-esistent.

In late Jenuary 1942, in continuance of eir southward thruat, the
Japanese ccodpied Rabaul #nd Gasmats on the Island of Mew Oritain.  This
was [followed by the octupation of Lae and Salamauwa ©on the MNew Guinca
mainland in early March. The Allied Haval actiens im Ehe Dattle of the
Coral Saa in May 1942 and the Battle of Hidway in June 1542, ruled out
the original plan for a Japakese amphibieus landing at Port Moreaby.

on 2lst July, a Japaness Fforce landed in the Runa-Cona area with the
ohijecr of advancing inlanéd to ¥okoda and then attacking Port Moreshy
by way of the Kokeda trail, Despite the determined opposition from tha
limited Australian forces., FKokoda was occupied by the 1ldth August and
by 2lst September, the Japanese had advanced as far as Ilorilbalwa which
wag within 35 miles of Fort Meresby., This was cthe [urthermost positic
reached by the Japanese and their repulse by the Australian feorses combined
with their defeat at Milne Bay in early September saw tho turning of
the tide,. Howewer, many months of intensive fightimg, under the moes
adverse conditions of terraim and Weather, WwWers2 ta ensug Lefore xh
recapture of Buna and Gona in December 1942, followed bY Wau and Salan
and Lae in Sepkember 1943,

The Hew Guinea Survey section was only Burvey unik in New Guinea
until the arrival of a detachment of 2/l hustralian #Army Topographical
Survey Company . in Moresby in Novembar 1942 and No 3 Section of 3 australlan
rield Survey <Company at Milone Bay. The Survey build up continuad
1943 with the movement to Port Moresby of 3 fustralisn Flgld Survay Company
and the Headquarters and Lithographic ion of 2/l Austealian Army
Topographical Survey Company 1 These units relied heawily
and: received great suppor:t from

nustralian mainland.

should ke rcad aygalnst Ehe
Guinea in 19%42-43 and

The histery af the New &
background of khe oparati
the adverse terrain and weather




is to be cengratulated for his initiative in producing thig
by all members of +he
realise the
invelved in the

Jack Vicears
histery which will be read with great interest :
Royal Australian Survey Corps, and all hust:allaqs who
tremendous debt they owe to the members of the serviceas
fighting for occupation of MNew Guinea in 1943=43.

) qi{iquqEnunAﬁf.

D. Macdonald
Brigadier (RL)
Royal Australian Survey Corps 1936-67.

YALE MOEL (JERRY) OMERS
Dled 20/2/1890, Aged 82 Years
(ObItuary supplleg by fils surviving twin son Hoal)

Jerry OWERS, Born 1907 In Sydney, wes a student of the depression yesrs &nd,
a5 a newly quallflad surveyor In the early 1930's, could not flnd work. U=
timately he obtalned s Job with New Gulnea Goldflelds Ltd In 1933. Thls Was
to be the start of a ITte~long occupatlion In Hew Gulnea,

lils knowledge ot the harsh Hew Gulnes terraln was to prove lnvelusbla. |p
the ceurse of the war the Australlan ermy was trylng to find a way ovar fhe
Cwan Stenley Ranges 11 the advance of the Japaness army was to be stemmed.
Jarry Owers was glven the following lnstructlions: "Set out and mark a TWa=way
el l=weather track'. As days went by and no runner came back from the shaer
nountaln tops and narrew precipltous gorges, a second runner went out: "Mark
8 one=way road wlth passings',

Time went by snd mere messages were sent out. Tha flnal command was: "Cut

& bloody mule frack". This he did, 2n Impossible task, &t an Impassible +ige
In an Impossibls country. As such he was mentioned In dispatches and resylt-
ed In Col. Bleschmors nemlng "Owers Corner! near the start of the now famous
Kekoda Trall. He then went on to serve with the AJl.F. 1n New Gulnea and
Bougalnvl|le, rlsing fo the rank of Ceptaln befors returning to Australla,
and wWas soon presented with his only daughter, Marybeth.,

Atter the wer, ha returned to Wau and was Instrumental In re-establishling
New Gulnea Goldflelds Ltd. A typical exemple was his negotlating with tha
tmerlcan army for +he purchase of elght army Jeeps for §80 ($10 each).

1t was another tribute +a darry Owers that he, with the ald of Alec MALCOLM,
another Mew Guinea ploneer, and the Naw Gulnea Mlnes Dept., set up 8 monu=
mant merking the spot for pasterity where, In 1923, "Shark-eye" PARK made
hls 1lrst gold strike on the Koranga River. This strike was to estabilsh 2
goldfleld In the Bulolo-Hay vellay which Is s#111 flourishlng today,

He retired from New Gulnea In 1972 and resided In Sydazy untl] 1984 when he
moved to Perth to reside with his daughter, Marybeth.



Freface

The 3rd Australian Field Survey Co. Association Reunion during September
1984 brought together six of the memhers af the 8th Australian Field
Survey Section, 1942-1943.

As wusual, memories aboot old comrades and the events of 1%42-1843 in
New Guinea were being discussed. The fact that memories wers becoming
dimmer, that scme of the members had passed on, and also It was a pity
we did not have a history we could refer to and show the vounger geperation
of our respective families. It would also -be a record of one of the
small Survey Sections, carrying out mapping operations in an operaticnal
area which may be of interest to the Survey Corps generally, and to this
end it waz decided te pool our memeries and see what could be dane to
write the story of the 8th Section in Hew Guinea.

Military survey in Mew Guinea began its life in World war II with the
formation of the New Guinea Force Field Survey Section which became 8th
pustralian Field Survey Bection and ultimately 2 Field Survey Sectian
of &th Army Topographical Survey Company.

The members of the Section are scattered throughour all states of
Rustralia, with the ‘exception of the Northern Territery. I hecame the
callectosr af information from many members. Other sources of informatian
were alse awvailable.

Many hours were spent contacting various chaps, finding more addresses,
then making further contact with more of the aold Section membhers. 1t
wag interesting +e note that having centacted many old friends T had
last seen in Lae in 1945, the old camaraderie of those days was still
very evident. In some cases where it was pessible to meet in person
the conversations were garried on as though it was only a wesk or so
sinee we had last seen each other, although it wasg evident from the areying
and thinning hair and the added weight that we had not been climbing
many kills of late, nor carrying out plane~takling and bharameter heighting
walks! paltogether 1 have been ahle to contact 24 members of the Section,

Saveral members have found diaries thay had forgotten abgut until their
memeries were jogged. Pheotographs taken by Alex Lynch (showing a much
younger group of men| were made available. & wisit to Central Army Records
elarified the personnel, their comings and goings etc. during the tine
in MWew Guinea. Brigadier Don McODenald helped making a copy of the
Unit War Diaries as kept by the 0C of the un was also able te obtain
same sf the maps we did on both sides Owen Stanlsys, which made
it poesible to follew the stories of trips that were carriad
cut. They are on loan from the Survey Hap Dspot.

Wwith all this 4iwfermation, although many starts were made, rewriting
sections when more informatien became available, 1 have heen able to
cover the movements and events of those daye falrly accurately. However,
Mo, 1 Sub-section's exploics in wau were a lot harder to cover. The
Way section storics were tha result of Eive of the members who separately
wrote to me of warious events that teek glace at that cimea. With crass
checking and teferring back to them in saone cases, [ was able to get
some coverage of ewents in Wau during a very confused, dangerous and
hectic periad.



This is the story of an Australian Army Survey Section, some of whom
were civilians in Port Moresby, drafted into the Army and posted to Survey,
others were from wvaricus infantry units, others a group of trained

wolunteers from Australia. They arrived to face & situaticn that in
no way resembled f[ormal methods of army topegraphical surweying for whieh
they had heen trained in Australia, There had to he a great deal of

adaption and innovation te enable the work required by the Wew Guinea
Force Headquarters to be carried out.

Many more stories and events of the peried could be written as is the
case with all army units, however, I have tried to keep the story factually
and chronologically in step with the record of the survey work carried
out at the time. There are many good stories arcund, maybe scme other
sectipn member may at sSome time write them for the Maticnal Bulletin.

Jack 5. Vicecars.



THE BTH AUSTRALIAN PIELD SURVEY SECTION - A.I.F.

NEW GUINEA 1942-1943

In December, 1941, when TJTapan entered the War, the sitvation in New Guine=
changed and when plans were being made for the delence of Fapua New Guines
it was realised that mapping generally and Army mapping inm particular
of the area was virtually non=-existent.

On the 17th April:, 1942, Brigadier Porter arrived in Port Moresby teo
take command of the 30th Brigade. He was informed by Brigadier Hattos
when ingpecting the defence areas, "there are no maps of the hinterland,
anly MNavy charts of the coastline'.

A state of emergency was proclaimed on 27th January, 1942 and a call
up of eivilians in Papua New Guinea was ordered by Major General Morris
whe was at that time the military administrator and General Offices
commanding the MHew Guinea Perce (HEF). Orders were alss issued for ths
raising of a Survey Section.

A local government surveyor, Mr. E.C. D'Reilly, was transferred fro=
the General Details Depot, NGF on the 2nd March and promoted to Lieutenan:
as OC of the New Guinea Survey Section on the 1llth March.

Other officers to be posted to the Sectien were Lieutenant G. Owers
had been working in New Guinea as a surveyor and engineer during 1847
and was also a member of the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles., Lieutenant
C.B. Davidson was also posted te¢ the wunit wntil June when he w
transferred to the hespital at Bomana Mission and was invalided cut having
caught blackwater fever while working at Kokoda in 19241.

Jim Miller, who had been a surveyor with the Australian Fetroleum Company,
joined the Section on the 7th March and was promoted to Corporal in april
and Sergeant Surveyar in August.

The main bodv of the Section was raised from two groups of personnel.
The first group were fream the military forces. Some were from the 4955
Battalion Intelligence Section and others from the NGF Training Centrs
and the following men arrived on the 7th March:

Sappers Ken 'Curly' Cameron Athol Green
Kevin Giklin Wally Keenan
Bill Thomas Des Skinner
Gaorge Weier P.H. Hines
Vince Victor W.A. Lamberton
Gerry Hodgkinson Ken Harrison
The second group ecame from civilian enlistments. The Commonwealth

Department of the Interisr at Port Moresby had architects and engineers
on the staff when the Acrmy took over the administration of the gountry.
A1l eivilian males were inducted into the Army if under the age of 45
and in geood health, cetherwise they were evacuated to fAustralia with the
women and children.



The technical staff of the department were sent to a camp at the 12 Mile,
neac Bomana, and attached to a Reoyal Australian Engineer unit. After
a few weeks spent in dismantling timber barrack huts, which had been
laid out in neat rows and re-erecting them in dispersed locations, the
architects were allocated to the newly formed Survey Section.

Members of this group were:

Sappers Ralph Fhillips John Brown
Les Cahn Gordon McKenzia
Ray Powell Vince Simmons

&lso in this group were:

Corporal Bab Evans Warrant Officer Class 2 Otto Krutli
Sapper F. Tealby

The pesting of this group took place om the 9th March, FRalph Fhillips

was promoted to Sergeant and Johmn Brown to Corporal. The HNew Guinea
Survey Bectien was now operaking from Murray Barracks and had a strength
of threa officers and twenty-twa OR=a. Most of the eguipment being uced

had been ceommandeered from various government departments, oil and mining
companies. o aerial photographs were available, triangulation eontrol
was non-existent and the surveying was all being carried out by theodolite
and stadia traverses and plane tabling.

The areas concentrated on were around the Murray Barracks 4 Mile through
to the 7 Mile Drome. (The 7 Mile Drome was later named Jackson's Aerodrome
in honour of Sguadron Leader John Jacksen who lost his 1ife after many
months of operations against the Japanese in Hew Guinea.) The roastal
area from kKoke to Bootless Bay, which included the Kila Eils Aerocdrome

was also being mapped,

The Section's only transport was a commandeered ciwilian utility that
had = wvaried 1ife with the wunit, en and off the road. It was on one
occasion abandoned by all persornel, including the driver, when caught
on an open secticn of road by & low-flying Zere = the utility rolled
off the road asnd stopped against a tree, with no more damage than another
dent. During July it was returning from Port Horesby, driven by Corporal
Tom Hartley, when the line of wehicles had occasion to stop suddenly.
However, stopping suddenly was something the utility was not used to
doing, so the staff car in front, complete with colonel, received a amp .
The colonel enguired if the vehicle was on the sstablishment of tha unit,
he was assured it was, se he then arranged for it to be scrapped and
the Bection received a new 30 cwt. kruck. The utility was finally sent
to the scrap heap in late July.

Port Moreshy experienced its first air raids on the 3rd and 5th February,
1342, The first attacks were aimed at the harbour installations and
the catalina Squadron. A few days later the target was Murray Barracks
and was the first of the 100 plane raids.

During ene air raid in March when the Survey Section was at Hurray
Barracks, all personnel were making a run for the trenches when 'Carly!
Cameron was seen by Jim Miller to stop suddenly and runm bhack to the hut
in which the Seetion had an old refrigerator. He came hack at the double



(%

and joined Jim and two others in the slit trench, he was now carrving
four bettles of beer. Curly was concerned that a bomb may hit the hue
and destroy the last of ctheir beer. They decided to drink it while in
the trench!

Because af the contineal bombing of the Murray Darracks area, it was
decided to move some of the units te other locatisns. The Survey Section
wag moved to 15 Mile and were all under canvas with a small hut for
dravghting and office work. Shortly after the move to 15 Mile, during
one of the many bombing raids which tock place on the moenlit nights,
the Section suffered its first cacualty. Athol Green, in endeavouring
to take shelter in & trench, stumbled into a hole and landed on a hroken
bottle. As Athol had no booti on, he suffered a badly lacerated foot
and had to have several stitches. He was known as one who did not take
kindly to boots, pteferring to move in bhare feet. llowever, boots did
become an integral part of Athol's feet after that experience.

Local emergency sheets were the priority and the work now extended to
the Loloki and Goldie Rivers to the west and arcund all aercdromes.

During Harch 1942 the Australian Hew Guinea Administrative Unit (Angau)
was formed and two of the members of the Section who had been in the
Territory during ecivilian days and were familiar with the administration
of native affairs marched out ta join the Unit, They were Prank Tealby
and Gorden McHenzie. Warrant Officer Class 2 Krutli returned to Australia
on the 9th april, 1942.

By the end of March 1942 scme semblance of order was apparent in the
Section with definite compiling and field sub-sections aperating and
demands for their serwvices were many and wvariad,

Sapper Les Cahn was promoted to Sergeant on the 20th July, 1942 and shortly
after this he wae transferred back to the meinland to join an RAE Unit

in which he had held commissioned rank before the War.

On the 2ist March, twe members of the Section ware plane-tabkling in the

viecinity of Jackson's Aeredroma, Suddenly they were in the middle of
aesrodrome defenpe gun-fire as troops opened fire on what they thought
was Japanese [ichter aireraft attacking the aercdrome, Howewer, in

realiey, it was the unscheduled arrival of the 75th Squadron Hittyhawks.
This squadron, who through unforeseen ecircumstances did not arrive an
earlier ocecasions when scheduled, became krown as the 'Tomorrowhawks
Sguadron'. Fortumately no perscnnel were injured, although the Kittyhawks
were full of holes.

During April 1942, some of the Section were now woerking around the Hombrem
Bluff area, the Sogeri Plantation and the possible track Ffrom Eilogo
to Rigeo. Lieutenant Owers worked through the Hoitaki area and up the
track to Ubari. Owers Corper was to carry his name and be well known
to treops mowving wp and down the Xeokoda Trail,

In May 1942, the Japanese fleet sailed from Rabaul and their destination
could passibly have been Port Moresby, with a landing in the wvioinity
of Booktless Bay. The draughtsmen of the Seection were working arcund
the cleck preparing lecality sketches of the areas. During the day they
reproduced maps by sunprints on dyeline paper. Tha threat tao Port Horeshy
was remowved by the victory of the American naval and air forces during
the Coral Sea Battle.




May and dune was 7 time of consolidating information on the Port Moreshy
defence aryea, gathering as mugh infermaticon as the small Sectien was
capable of, learning, while working, the concept of topographical mapping
which the majority of the personnel of the section had never before been
invelved with in their civilian or army life.

Sapper W.A. Lamberton transferred to the 30th Infantry Battalian on 22nd
June, 1342.

Meanwhile, in Australia, in May 1942, the notice board of 3cd Field Survey
Company, at Colac in Victoria., promulgated a Routine Order calling for
voluntesers to Jjoin a new section to be formed and sent ocverseas to an
operational area where 'the bombs are falling'.

There was an enthusiastic response and on 30th May, 1942 the final list
was posted:

warrant Cfficers Class 2 Len Heron
Frank Shera
Sergeants Wally Gillarcd
Jan Townsend
Corporals Alan 'Bleondie' Nelsan
Tom lHartley
Hareld Day
Alex G. Lynch
Alex Fulten
Rabert L. Roche
Bruce H. Browte
Heil 'Wingie' Pearson
Bernie H. McDonald
Jack 5. Viccars
filan Ted Leng
Keith 'Ackie' Barber
Phillip Gibbs
Ian Laughlin
Brian 'George' Hurray
Sappers Barry W. Kemp
H.E. 'Mac' McHenry
Robert Bogie
Stan Verey
Peter Robecis
P,5.J. 'Chips' ©'Brien
Ray 'Tiny' Mansfield
Ray Ball
William E. Franklin
Terry Wyhoon
Leo Kirby
Ren Smale
Stewart Scott
A.P. '"Joe' Davies

All personnel in the new Section were given four days leave prior to
receiving medical examinations and needles at the Caulfield Racecourse
Depat.

During the next tws weeks infantry training, a ranges shoot, issue of
personal gear and packing of technical egquipment took place.



Captain J.K.C. Herridge who had recently arrived back from the Middle
Bast was given command of the Secktion and arrived at Colac to mest the
personnel .

The last day at Colac was Friday, 19th June, 1942. At the Company parade
the OC of 3rd Field Survey Company, Major D. Macdonald, bid the New Guinea
Sectisn 'Farewell and Good Luck'. Fimal packing and farewells te friends
in the 3rd Coy were sald with the usual 'You'll be sorry mate’ .

The Section moved teo the Caulfield Racecourse and were given leave for

saturday and Sunday. This would be the last leave that the men would
have for many months. The morale of the Sectien was wvery high and all
personnel were looking forward ta  the mowve north. At Spencer GStreet

station, Monday, 22nd June, 1942 they boarded the 2nd Diwvigion of the
Sydney Express at 1800 hours and left the lights of Melbourne behind
them.

On arriving at Sydney they were billeted at the Shawgrounds for two days
and again enjoyed leawve before going aboard the S5.5. Anhui, a ship af
some BOD0 tons that hnad previously sailed the China Coast and had now
neen cleaned up for transport duties.

The cemplement abgard was aboont 1000 men, most of them were to sleep
in the warious holds in hammocks. This was a new experience, it was
a pleasure to greet each day by getting up as soon as posgible and going
up on deck, as the humid conditiens and odours of the held were not very
pleasant.

Some of the Section personnel travelled on the S.5. Bantam which was
carrying the technical equipment. Late on Priday, 26th June, 1942, the
convay sailed from Sydney Harbour and headed north; the convoy consisted
of four troop transports and two escort naval ships of corvette size.

s the ship passed through Sydney Harhour Heads the swell caused a slight
vall and some of the men became seasick with disastrous results when
rushing to the rails on the windward side of the ship. The cooks kept
the rations ceming for the entire complement of troops which meant that
the Fit men always had plenty to eat.

Wha eeuld forget the messing arrangements, where to get ta the mess tables
meant pessing the ablutions and toilets and the mess orderlies had to
negotiate the companionways leading from the kitchens ones deck above
the mess area. It was always a plessure to see your particular crderly
safely reach the foot of the companionway steps with the tray intact.
Fortunately we did not have very much bad weather and the ship was steady,
although we still had a number of the Section personnel wha ware unable
to face the thought af eating each day.

The daily inspection by Officer Commanding Ship's Personnel was always
an interesting exercise. Depending on where you were on the ship, when
the OC's party arrived, lead by a bugler who sounded several notes on
his bugle to get the attention of the troops, you then stood to attention
while the OC walked through the area, followed by tha orderly Jfficer,
the Orderly Sergeant, the Orderly corporal, and last but not least the
Rupner. As they disappeared to other parts of the ship the bugle could
e heard at odd intervals until the ship had been traversed.
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Amangst  the troops on board wore members of the 14th Field Regiment.
Some of their guns were deck cargo and lashed in various positions, one
was on the stern and Ffacing backwards, One 4day while s=sailing up the
Whitsunday Passage empty boxes were thrown owerboard and as they drifted
astern a shoot was carried eut by the artillery troops. The resultant
gunfire was heard by a naval corvette (not belonging to our convay) which
was sailing hehind a nearby island. The corvette came inte sight around
4 headland of the island at maximum power, but after being informed of
the gause of the gunfire reduced power, guickly slowed deown almost ke
a step and then guietly sailaed back out of sight behind the island.

The l4th Field Regiment were later to distinguish themselves by hauling
two 25 pounders through the NWew Guinea mud to tha hilltop above Owers
Corner and opening fire on the Japanese Forces at Iorobaiwa Ridge.

The convoy anchored at Townsville at daybreak on the Znd July, 1942,
Sapper 5. Scott was sent ashore sick, he later rejoined the unit in New
Guinea. The convoy sailed later in the day and was doined by an additional
naval gsgort, the destrover, MAS Swan.

The island of Wvew Guinea appeared on the horizen late on the afternoon
of Sunday, 5Sth July, 1942 and we were grested with the sight of the wreck
of the 5.5. Macdhui with the last whispe of smoke coming from it. The
ship had been sunk the previous davy when Japanese bombers had attacked
the harbour area. The Section moved down the gangplank on to the wharf
at 1830 hours and wss transported to a camp about 24 kms from Port Moresby
where they joined the original Wew Guinea Fleld Survey Section.

One very obvious differsnce observed at both Townsville and Port Moresby
was the night lighting situation. After leaving Melbourne and Sydney
where having a tereh shining at night ceould bring the wrath of cfficialdom
upon one's head, to See Townesville's waterfraont well 1lit and the Fort
Moresby area generally all lLights on until an 'Adrcraft Red' alert caused
them to be turned off, was an amazing change.

The fellewing morning after our initial settling in pericd, wWe started
to learn abeout life in a troplcal operational area. The Japanese airforce
did not have a lot of oppesition at this time as Australian and American
alrcraft were very few in number. The Japanese were wvery erderly with
their bombing rcoutine. They used to wisit Port Moresby at either 1000
hours gr 1400 hours and sometimes at heth times of the day.

The raid carried out on eur first morning was our introduction to the
acticon, Twenty=five bombers accompanied by fighters arrived on time,
flying high and heading towards Jacksen's aercdreme. The Section personnel
all gathered around the top of the slit trenches when the air-raid warning
sounded. As the bombers were not heading towards us no-one had got into
the trenches, but stood watching the bursting snti-aircraft fire, However,
that changed dramatically when the A.A. shrapnel returned to earth with
a scrange whistling sound.

The camp was situated near the Leoloki River and Hombrom's BIuEf rose
out of the jungle across the other side of the river to a height of 2177
featf . The river was a blessing as far as washing arrangements were
concernad.

By the end of the week the technical stores and the remaining members
had arrived in camp As the 5.5. Bantam had been unloaded.



Coming from a Victorian winter to the tropical climate of HNew Guinea
was guite & change and during the time in New Guinea a lot of time weuld
be lost as personnel developed various tropical illnesses and fevers.

Surveyors and draughtsmen were being briefed LY the original mewbers
&f the Section as to the existing maps and information awailable to enable
werk to be carried ocut as reguiced by the priorities which the Hew Guinea
Forces HD had set down as heing orgent maps.

In the Mew OBuinea area the map grid uvsed for military maps was the
Wetherlands East Indies (N.E.I.) grid on the Lambert Conical Orthemerphic
Projection. Maps would be produced using a ona thousand metrs map grid
and heignting contours would be shown in feet above sea level.

There was no triangulation centrol available inland frem Port Moresby
and ®©ne of the first technisal tasks was to extend an existing RAN
triangulation survey which had been carried ocut by Commander Hunt around
the Port Moresby harbour aresa. The REAN triangularien was a coastal survey
and it was found that there were no¢ heights. To suit the reguirements
of military topographical mapping the triangulation was to be extended
inland to cover the areas CEor immediate mapping and to also establish
vertical ceontrol.

Thea mainland practice of uaing heliographs fer observations was not
appreciated by other Army units, especially the anti-aircraft gunners
who occupied several of the hills argund Port Moreshy, so hattery operated
Lucas lamps were substituted fer the heliogrars
posgihle, beacons were erected.

Elsewheare, when

The country around Port Horesby and inland te ranges was ideal for
triangulation as there were many prominent Rills which only had sparse
medium sized Erees and were covered with kunai ograss. In some dreas
arcund the river flate the kunai grass was head high and seeing any
features From these areas was virtually impossible. Movement was usually
hy foot along the tracks which lead ta willages. Many of these villages
had been abandened by the native people who had moved Ffurther away fraom
the danger area. Roads were few and became less as you maved away from
the Port Moreshy district.

Ganerally the uwnit transport was inadeguate and somatimes to get to distant
and difficult locarions it would be necessary to sesk help Erom other
units. On one occesion Sargeant Wally Gillard approached a Bren gun
carrier group and spoke te thelr O0C of the difficulty of transparting
men and gear ta the location where it was reqguired to wark. It was out
near the Brown River on the northern edge of the Port Moresby map. He
agreed to send a reconnalsance patraol of carriers and took as passendgers
Sergeants Gillard and Townsend, two ORs and eguipment. As it was a twe
day reconnaisance the surveyors were ahle to be dropped off at their
work place, carry out the resections and be picked up by ths returning
carriers the follawing day. This type of operation took place on a coupla
of cccaslons and the field parties were very appreciative of the help
provided and it made it posszible for more rapid cover of field work.

The task of co-ordinating the triangulatien was ecarried out by Warrant
Officer Len Meron who mowed with his field parties from Pert Moresby
and surrounding areas up to the Astrolabe Ranges, Hombrom BLuff and right
thraugh the Uberi area., The Uberi map had the names of several of the
section members for previously un=-named [ecatures and on the Port Movesbhy
1:83360 a range im at the North-Bast corner hears the name "lHeron Range'.
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At this time acrial photegraphs were not avajilable and when finally the
Bth U.5. Army aleforce Phetographic Squadron was able to produce runs
of photographs they were tri-metrogen. These were runs of photographs
taken with three cameras mounted in the aircraft so that the averlapping
photographs ¢overed from horizen to herizon.

Conditions in HNew Guinea were not always ideal for flying at the best
height for mapping work, quite often parts of the area to ba photographed
would hawe partisl cloud cover, and because the Japanese taock a dim view
of the American alrcraft flying ower them the pilots would only have
& chance tp do one run.

The tri-metrogon photography introduced new methods of compilation and
plotting that the section draughtsmen had not previgusly experienced.
While trying to devise a pletting method by looking through all the
available literature on mapping, one book in the unit library (with the
unlikely title of ‘Hints to Travellars') was being read by Len Herop,
The name waeg misleading, as the book was a British Ordinance Survey
Reference hook on militarcy survey. It had a section on the uUse of obligues
and as the methed developed fram the source proved satisfactory, the
section was abkle to make use of the obliques for mapping., It was not
until the arrival, in December, of Liectenant G. Campbell-Kennedy that
the correct plotting methods were explained to the draughtsmen. He had
been able to acquire this information in Australia.

Mnnatation, heighting and compilation of the jengle aress and the Owen
Stanley Ranges were found tg be very diffieult. The tracks between
villages disappeared into the jungle and the actuwal pesition of the tracks,
which was so important, was difficult to trace. The pesition of these
tracks was the subject of much discussion and stereoscopic examination,
@ften carried out in the company of Hew Guinea Patrel Officers, plantation
owners and managers who had trevelled the area and guite often it was
not passible to get them to agree with sach other!

tiColoneJ. Chilton, Genmral Staff Officer and Lieutenant Colonel Pitt,
1G.5.0.2., wvisited the section and in discussiocne with Captain Herridge,
:Ethre prievity of mapping areas was defined. The area to be concentrated
fon was from Longitude East I47°00' to 147°30', Latitude 09%22'30" to
j08°37'30" South. This took in the Port Moresby defence area through
Itcl Uberi.

On the 2&th July, Acting Sergeant G. Hodgkinson was transferred to the
Queensland L of C.

Sapper F.B, Hines was transferred to Redbank Hospital, Townsville, on
the 27th July and bearded, medically unfit, on the 12th November, 19437.

On the 2lst July the Japanese forces landed at Gena and Buma, advancing
towards Kokoda and although forward troeps of the 39th Militla Battalian
fought wvaliantly, the Japaness were able to capture Kokoda on the 29th
July, 1342,



ADGUST, 1942

A new camp was to he constructed and the location chosen was further
from Port Meresby, in a gully across the road Ffrom the Loloki River and
would become known as the '17 Mile' to all Survey Section personnel.
A& new draughting and orderly room hut was to he bhuilt aon the top of a
rise above the gully and about 100 yards up the track from the road would
be the site of the cook-house, mess=-tent, Q-store, RAP and the transport
tent. A section of Engineers with several of the Survey Section persaonnel
had started wark on the 19¢th July. The section moved inte the camp on
the 2nd August and during this menth the name of the 3ection was changed
to 2nd Australiam Field Survey Section. :

The section had all sertled dewn to the routine of mapping the Port Moresby
defence area. Field work, comprising resections, stadia traversing and
plane tabling was carried out, and the draughting staff were compiling
the information as guickly as it could be passed on to them, producing
special maps to cover the areas between Buna, Kokoda and Port Marashy.

HQe =staff were also functiening in thelir VAriQus areas. The Grderly
Room duties were carried out by Ceorporal Ian Laughlin, who slept in the
Orderly Room so that at all times the telephons tould be answered,
especially when an 'Alr Raid Red' warning was telephoned to all units.

Corporal Phil Gibbs was in chargs of the 'Q' store and the RAP, Sapper
Ray {Tich) Mansfield was in charge of transport. & man nobody would
.ever forget was our cock, anyone who had saten at Survey HQ 17 Mile would
remember Mac McHenry. His gourmet dishes of meat and wegetable, ropped
with cheese, were 'Fameous', as was the 'dishcloth' (W0 was also used
for a variety of jobs].

braughting personnsl were under the supervisien of Warrant Officer Class
7 Prank Shera and Sergeants Bernie MchDonald and Ralph Phillips. Many
a night was spent working under Tilley lamps to get maps Einished s0
that on the followlng morning they could start producing sunprints to
be forwarded to Hew Guinea Force Headquarters.

Field parties worked from Headgquarters each day, retutning whare possible
without too mush trawel, however, as the work area became Ffurther from
17 mile the field parties would take the necssesary rations and stay away
for B week at a time, only returning to bring in field information, wash
clothes, draw more rations, then returnm ta the fleld.

f Early in Auguet a section corporal Surveyor was attached to the 30th
Infantry Brigade to move with the infantry reconnaissance patrols carrying
ocut compass traverses of the tracks as they maved through the Uberi-Sogeri

! area. During the time through to December there wére many extra duties

\- other than actual map surveying and compilatien that the survey personnel
were called upon to carry out.

A 2 mile to 1 ineh Kokoda to Gona map was ta be compiled from two runs
of tri-metrogon photographs which had dust been flown. The map becams
a priority task and all draughting personnel available {using contrel
from an ewxisting 4 mile Buna map) were able to produce 17 sunprints,
which were handed ower to Major Wial GS02 Qperatiems on the seventh day
afrer receiving the photographs.
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The same day Captain [.A. Hennedy arrived in Port Moreshy to be Survey
Staff Officer to Urigade General Staff. A& week later Captain Kennedy
was able to collect a further 50 copiss of the Kokeda-Gona map whien
nad additional information added.

The Section received the [irst of the asrial photographs of the Port]|
Moresby defence area. Four runs of tri-metrogon photographs became
available so it was now peossible to speed up the productien eof the Moresby |
Defence area 2 inch to 1 mile,

On the Z8th August Japanese traops landed at Milne Bay but the preparations
at Milne Bay had been well advanced, thersfore the Army forces under
the command of Major General 4.&. Clowes and Brigadier G.F. Wooten, with
Alr Feorce support, were able to attack and defeat the Japanese forces
causing them to retrsat and lsave the arsa on the night of 3rd/4th
September. This was probably the first time land forces of the Japanese
army had been defeated and forced to withdraw from a beachhead.

On the 15th August Lieutenant &. Owers and ten OR left 17 mile HQs to
carry out location work on a propozed road to go from Port Moresby to
Kokoda, The follewing extract from a diary kept by Corporal A. Lynch
describes the next four woeks:

L5th Rugust, 1942:
Left 17 mile in 30 cwt. truck with George Weier, Bill Thomas, bes.
Skinner, Ray Ball, Neil Pearscon, Ian Townsend, Harsld Day, Bob Evans

and Peter Roberts, Lt. G. oOwers in charge of ‘party. We arrived
at Elole at 11.30 a.m. This is as far as tha road went, we were
to proceed Erom herae, We arrived at Uberi at 4 p.m. after some
very reough golng. We ware told that the Japanese were about 10

miles away and were being held by the Ith-Baitntiorn.
39 BATTAMON .

leth August, 1942:
We left Uberi at dawn, leaving Lt. Owers, Cpl. Day, Evans and spt.

Roberts hehind - they were going to begin the s=urvey for the road
frem there. This was the worst day's experience that I had 4n New
Guinea. I reached Ioribaiwa at 5 p.m, after nine hours of walking
through hell along the mountain track., The 53rd Battalion Militia
were on the way up also - the fellews nad a hell of a load and were
cempletely done in. The 2/14th Batt. A.I.F, were a day's journey
behind us.

1ith pugust, 1942:

Left Toribaiwa at dawn for WNauro - passed the 33rd Batt. on the
way 4s we were now travelling light. Met many wounded coming back
on the trail, they were the 39th Batt. We were now about 30 miles
fram the Japanese lines. We reached Naura at 3 p-m. and at € p.m.
the 53rd Batt. arrived. The 2/14th and 2/16th A.I. F., we ware told,

had arrived at Ioribaiwa that evening, 7 Division troops. At Nauro
we left most af our heavy gear as this was to be our hass. We were
ta break inta two parties. Moo | party: Lt. Martin of the Engingers,
Eill Thomas anfd myself, No. 2 parbty: Ian Townsend, George Weier,

Des Skinner, Ray Ball and Neil Pearsen.

18th August, 1942:
Mo. 1 party left early with sight natives as carriers. We struck
nartheast of wWaure inte the jungle covered mountains., The other
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party were to feollow later and grade the track we were blazing.
All day we hacked through bush, spent the night at a deserted willage
called Crietana, height €000 ft. Mery cold = but no mosquitos.

25th Rhugqust, 1942:

We returned to MNauro for Fresh supplies and a rest. We heard that
the Japanese had broken through and that the 2/ldth and 53rd Batts.
had a bad time of it. Food and eguipment was being dropped at Hauro
by Douglas Airecraft. Tha Japanese were now only about 15 miles
away, but we hoped for the best and set off inte the jungle agaimn.
We cut through for two weeks, until the 9th September, and were
making good progress towards Lt. Owers party - which we should meet
in a few days.

9ch Septembar, 1942:

On the morning of the 9th gunfire was heard several miles away.
This kept up all day, so we sent a messenger to Haure to find out
how things were going for wus. It was the last we saw of him as
the Australians were withdrawing from Naure on the 10th September.
As no reply came, Lt. Martin and Bill Thomas decided to cut through
the jungle +o Ioribaiwa te find out what was happening. 1 was left
in charge of our eguipment and seven scared natives! That ewvening
saw no return of Charlie and Bill, but a poliece boy came through
with a message from Charlie saying the Japanese had taken MNauro
and that 1 had better leave all the eguipment and get out before
I was cut off. I decided to remain the night and leave at dawn.
Mo sleep that night = I made the natives put out the fire and posted
them in the Jjungle to give the alarm in case we were attacked.
1 sent word down the track to NMo. 1 party telling them of my plan

and to meet me at dawn. In the maraing guniire could bhe heard in
the Naure walley and eour planes wers bombing the wvillage, se the
Japanese had taken Maurao. It looked doubtful whether we would get
to Ioribaiwa = but we did make it that night after dedging a Japanese
patrol. We left Ioribaiwa next morning for Uberi, the Australian
troops were withdrawing from that day, Weunded were pouring in,
and Ioribaiwa came under gunfire that evening. We had made it by

a few hours! On arriving at Uberi we found that the road now reached
within a mile of the wvillage. The ld4th Field Engineers were daing
a great job. We decided to go back to Port Moresbhy as there was
no hope of getting any work through with the Japanese in the way.

16th September, 1%942:
We arrived batk at H.Q. 17 mile to see many new bhattalions going
up to the front, also Artillery = now we would get somewhere.

One of the tacks performed during this period cencerned a party comprised
of Jim Miller, Bob Roche and Brian Murray. The FPort Moresby wharf was
to be extended and the Engineers requested the positioning of the corner
pile of the extension. Jim Miller remembers the work being carried out
in the following manner:

Fixing the position of the outside corner pile Ffor the proposed
extensions of the existing wharf raised the preblem of how te mark
the position of this pile, which was te be the first driven. The
pile was already suspended on the piledriver that was aboard a large
barge and fleoating in the vicinity ef the extension. The party
was equal to the occasion and & scolution was achieved by setting
up @ theodelite on the corner of the existing wharf on the alignment
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of tha cutside of the wharf. A second theodolite was on the shore
at a point equal to the length of the praoposed wharf extension ané
at right angles to the bearing of the alignment of the outside of
the wharf. The barge was then manseuvred by means of moeoring repes
until the monkey of the piledriver was at <the point of the
intersection of the twe projected lines. It was aeventually
accomplished to everybody's satisfaction in a few hours, despite
the interruption caused by a bombing raid an the shipping in the
Harbour,

Others remember the Engineer Officer wondering why- it took Hob Roche
so long to have his theodolite set up on the wharf. As Beb explained
the thecdolite tended toc walk across the wharf, or tip into the harbour,
every time the wharf labourers bounced heavy leads from the ships on
to the wharf with a thump!

Promoticns:

Carporal Laughlin, I. to Acting Sergeant (0O.R. Clerk)

Corporal Gibbs, P. to Acting Sergeant {2. Store)

Corporals Cameren, K., Miller, J., Leng, A.T., to
hcting Sergeants (Surveyors)

SEPTEMBER, 1942

Personnel throughout the arca were suffering the effects of malaria and
dengue fever, plus other tropical illnesses which wWere causing the lose
of many man-hours in all unite. The hospitals were receiving many battle
casualties and the medical services were under severe strain. An Order
of the Day was issued by Liesutenant General 5.F. Rowell, <Commander of
New Guinea Forces, laying down strict regulations regarding the taking
of gquinine, use of protective clothing, and mosquits net maintenance.
Swimming was prohibited after 1800 hours,

Lieutenant ('Reilly visited the Port Moresby Lande OfFice and was ablei
to locate a field book which had an astro fix of Kokoda obtained in 1941,
This enabled a much better contral of the information for mapping on |
the other side of the Owen Stanley Ranges. !

During this period compilation en maps covering Kokoda to Myolo Lake,
Bagi to Wauroc, Port Moresby Provisional and Buna {South-East) 2 mile
Strat Series were completed and reproduction of the maps by the 2/1st
Australian Army Topographic Survey Company at Toowoomba were returned.
Lo Wew Guinea in record time.

Warrant Officer Class 2 Len Heron, with Sergeants Miller and cCamereon,
Corporals Murray and Roche, Sappers Smale and Verey, started field work
to earry the triangulation centrel to the Uberi map area. Starting From
Rouna Base MNocpital one party traversed through to Ower's Corner, using
Hawman's Dump (& DID near Ower's Corner) as their base, The other party,
led by Len Heron, traverssd the Subitana and Eilogo Roads. To save time
they used long legs and the distance between the traverse stations was
not measured by chaining but was computed, using the short base method.
The small apex angle of the right angle triangles were observed using
the repetition method with an accurate theodolite, The £ield parties
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working threugh the jungle arsas were having problems with the damp
conditions cauaing wet cleothes. After some days without dry clothes
any seratches or cuts tended to become tropical ulcers, dermatitie would
also develop and whan they returned to 17 Mile some of the mare serious

cases had a spell in hospital. Some members of the party were on the
track near Ower's Corner when the artillecy wopened fire an the Japariese
position at Iorchaiwa Yillage. Corporal Murray was near the gun site

when they started to fire and as he had no idea they were there, he nearly
had a heart attack on the spot at the unexpected thunder of the guns.

The 14th Field Artillery had man-handled their guhs inta positinn near
¢wer's Cornmer and opened fire on the 29th september. The Australian
advance had started and Kokoda was recaptured on 2nd Nevember.

| Ansther task undertaken at this time was the co-ardination of the Port
| Moresby anti-aircraft guns - azimuth 1lines and range points wWere
gatabliched.

The party under Lieutenant Owers doing the Hokoda Road logation work
nad all returned to 17 ®ile Headquarters during the third week of
| September. Colonel Bleacmeore CRE, advised Captain Herridge that the
|Kekoda FReoad location work should be sontinued and en the 26th September
| Lieutenant Owers and Corperal Evams returned to the Kokoda track.

Promotions:

warrant Officer Class 2 Heron, L., to

Warrant OfFficer Class 1.
Sergeant Gillard, W., to Warzant officer Class 2.
Sergeant McDonald, 8., tO Warrant Officer Clase 2.
peting Sergeant Long, AJT., to Sergeant

OCTOBER, 1942

Captain Herridge had discussions with Captain P, Kennedy and Brigadier
[Hopkins, GS0, NGF. It was decided that all future maps were to be compiled
‘st 1 mils or 4 mile to the 1", also hill features, where neightlng was
difficult, were to be form-lined rather than hachured,

A surprise visitar during a Sunday marning stand-down Wwas General S8ir
Thomas Blamey. puring a long talk with Captain Herridge he enguired
into the mapping programme, policy, and strength of the Unit. Two days
later, Lieutenant Colonel L. Fitzgerald, Directer of Survey, Advanced
Land Headgquarters (Saint Lugfa, Hrisbanel, arrived at 17 Mile and discussed
the Unit's progress with Captain Herridge.

Field parties moving through +the Port Morechy area had base camps at
Borebada, Papa and Hosra Villages, which were im the Red Scar Bar area,
northwest aof Port Moresby. Some photographs were now available and the
use of a one metre range-finder was of great help in the type of country
where ohtaining Intersections far Indian Clinometsr heighoing was
impossible.




A party led by Warrant Officer Class 1 Heron extended the triangulation
zonktrol southeast from Tupeslei to Kapa Kapa, in preparation for the
cantinued mapping down the coast.

Lieuktenant Ower: and Corporal Evans were still working on the Kokoda
Road location.

Locality maps were completed covering the areas aof Wanigela, Ioma, Law
to Buhem HRiver, Xumusi River Valley from Sirerata to the ©Onalama Range.
A map known as Walrepi at a scale of 1:60,000 was completed and was of

| great value to our troops as they advanced from Kokoda towards the Kemusi

River, this advance took place during the first two weeks in November.
On the 29th Octeber a party of reinforcements arrived from the mainland,
Warrant Officer Class 1 Harry Beer was in charge of the party., which

comprised the following men:

Ceorporal Edmends, H.

Sappers Brown, L.C. Buonting, W.J.E.
Milnes, §. Dorrough, M.J.
Hann, R.E. Beadell, L.
Muzphy, J.F.L. Sutton, W.J.
Cook, K.C. Gratten, R.A.
Gill, J. Posis, W.H.

The tents erectéd for rthe newocomers did not have slit trenchas alongside
them, and the men did not seem very enthusiastic  about digging them,
however the night of their arrival we had a very close air-raid and early
next morning they had 21l changed their minds and were at the 'Q' stere
drawing picks and showvels! The cld hands stocod watching and giving plenty
of advice (not kindly received), but the new trenches were dug in quick
time,

Sapper Reon Smale hecame 111, and after tests were carried out at the
hospital, he was invalided out to the Greensleopes Hospital in Brishane.
He left Port Meresbhby on the Tarcona oh the lst November.

Promotions:
Sapper Mansfield, R., to Lance Corporal (Transport].

Sapper McHenry, H.E., to Lanee Corporal (Cook).
Sapper Powell, R.G., to Lance Corporal {Draughtsman).



HOVEMEER, 1942

A detachment of the 2/lst Aust Army Topo Survey Coy comprising one Field
Section and one Draughting Section, a total of 4 Officera and 68 ORs
arrived and established a camp further up the 17 Mile valley alopngside
the 2nd aust Field Survey Section.

During Movember and December field parties under Lisutenant E. O'Reilly
ware based at Pari and Gaile wvillages carrying out annotation of aerial
photographs, plane tabling and gathering all the necessary information
to enable the Port Moresby and Tupeslei field sheets for the 1" series
to be completed. The draughtsmen, at the same time, were able to complete
sketch maps cof Pongani, Buna-Sona area, Opi, Waira, MiaMia, Lae-Salamaua
and the Marxham River area.

Lisutenant G. Owers was detached frem the Section and transferred to
the CE Branch HE., WGP, feor duty.

Warrant Officer Harry Beer and Sapper Wes. Runting were joined by & further
three ORs and carried out field Wwork on the Uberi map, further contraol
was reguired in the Koitaki to Owers Corner area.

Promotions:
Corporal Viccars, J.5., to Lance Bergeant.

Sapper A.D. Brown transaferred from the 3bth Battalion into the Sectian
on the 1%9th November.

DECEMBER, 1942

dn 2pd December Warrant Officer Wally Gillard with Corporals Murray and
Roche and four Sappers wWere detailed to fly to Popondetta. Popondattsa
was about 15 miles freom Buna and on the 28th November Lieutenant General
Herring had established his advanced headquarters there to control
gperations.

The fellowing is a description of the proposed move, as remembered by
Corporal Brian Murray:

'Some  weeks before Christmas 1942, seven of us were detached to
fly to Popondetta. Wo2 Wally Gillard was to liaise with AHD, MNGF,
Cpl Hoche and I were each te lead a party of twa Sappers.

Each morning we went down to Ward's Crome at 0300 heurs, and waited
to be loaded cnto a Kal-bomber (DC3 Douglas). We waited and wailted,
each day the feed and ammuniticn were leoaded - hut not us.

This happened every day for five days and the closest we got was
when the American Pilots (to try and help) said they would split
us up and put one in esach aircraft, in addition to thelr normal
load, The first plane loaded ‘Chips*' 0O'Brien, haowaver the pilot




lg.

then had second thoughts and said "Sorry, I'd like to take you but
I am going te have trouble getting off the ground as it is with
this lead.” S0 Chips was off-loaded, the plane doeors shut, and
away went the plane. We returned to 17 Mile once again.

The mevement was finally cancelled on the l7th November.'®
Sapper A. Green wag transferred to Angau on llth Dacember.

On the IZth December, Lieutenants Jack Cusack and George Campbell-Kennedy
joined the Section amd +teook command of Sub-sections Mo 1 and 2
respectively. Liewtenant E. O0'Reilly, whe had been working the Gaile
area with the No 2 sub-section, left the unit and returned to Australia.
After leawe, he was posted to the Sth Aust Field Survey Company.

Liesutenant Cesmpbell-Kennedy had the opportunity before leaving pustralia
to bkecome familiar with the latest techniques in plotting from trimetrogen
agrial photographs and was able to pass this information on to the
Draughting Section.

Ho 2 sub-section was to work south-east down the coast from Port Moreshy
and were to eventually meet up with members of the No 3 seckion of the
drd Aust Field Survey Coy who had arrived at Milne Bay during December
1242 upder the command of Captain J. Middleton.

Lieutenant Colenel L. FitgGerald visited the Section Headgquarters at
17 mile, subsequently changes to the normal procedures regarding accuracy
and detail were made to enable more speed with the output of maps. Tha
size of all future 1" Serieg mape of Papua-New Guinea would cover an
area of 20 minutes of longitude and 15 minutes of latitude.

On  the 29th December GSergeant Jim Miller, Corperals Keith Barber and
Bob Evans and Sapper WVince Victor were detached from the Section and
joined Lieutenant G. Owers [now with the Engineers) and Private D. Larckin
te form a composite party, whose task it was te ecarry out a compass and
chain traverse across MNew Guinea. They were to start at Abau Island
and Babauguinnz Plantation, travel north acress the Owen Stanley Range
to Safia, to reconneitre a proposed road.

Sargeant Jim Miller and cCorporal Xeith Barber remember the journey as
follows:

'Wa embarked at Port Moresby on twoe copra luggers, captains and
trew were all six footers froem the Fly River area in the Gulf of
Papua. ne  the luggers always ecarrvied a carge of copra and
cockroaches, we slept on deck for the twe nights while trawvelling
down the coast and arrived at fAbau Island on the third day. Abau
Island is situated in Cloudy Bay, nesar the mouth of the Babauguinna
River.

The Island is abeut one and a half miles in circumference and has
a small landing strip on the north coast. This allowed mail and
provisions teo be flown inta the island by light aircraft.

A small jetty enabled us to land and climb up steps cut into the
slope to tha tep of the hill, which was 200ft high. The following
day we boarded a launch which was te tow native canoces carrying
our 40 native carriers {wheo had been recruited from nearby coastal
villages].
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Wa spent that nlght ot Babauguinna Plantation hemestead, then the
next merning we had ta cross the river on an everhead swing Lridge,
furing this manoeuvre HKeith Barbet's chaimman managed to  iLnvert
himgelf (including nis rifle and pack}l - it took us several minutes
to extricate hin. We were them told tnat crocodiles freguented
this particular parc of the river!

The carrier boys were lined up, carciers alleocated and raticna divided
between the warious partips, Lt Owers and Bob Evans were to traverae
up ko the Kewari Gap, a s=addiy in the Owen Stanley Ranges. Jim
tHiller and Vince Victor were to da the next leg, while Pte Larkin
and Keith Barber were to leapfrog these two partigs and do the tinal
leg inte Safia. ¥eith and Pte Larkin averaged about 20 miles a
day and afeer thres days they commenced their traverse, Having
coastal boys made the task more difficult &s they were not happy
up in the mountains getting further from home each day. The single
file track was Little uged and at times was diffieult ko locate
and larer ag they descended the ranges it criss-crossed strpams
continually for two days.

They pushed on and completed their traverse to safia. They had
begn told te traverse & track that led off ‘due west from safia =
thia tsek an additional two days, but it eoply circled around and
returned on to thelr original traverse = about twe hours walk from
Safia!l

At Eafia a food dump had been e¢spocially set up for the use of any
allied pilots whe may have been shot up on & mission and could not
moke it back to base ~ chey knew if chey had =o bail out in the
area that the natives in the willage would lock after them and thare
would be plenty of supplies. They staped for tha day at Safia before
starting their return journey.

Jim Miller and Winee Vietor hod also arrived in Safia for a brief
gtop before revurning to Rbau.

During the return trip Keith's enly pair of boots fell to pieces
and with the censtant <limbing and criss-crossing of streams his
feet swelled to neacly twice their normal alze. Howewer thay made
it back to Babauguinna Plantation in good time and alter platting
the traverses, plus a goupls of days rest at Abau Island, his Feet
returned to thelr pormal size.

The return trip ta Port Moresby was uneventful and the parey fipally
arrived back at HR 17 Mile on the Bch February, 1943, °

Sapper Sutton, W.J., transferred ta the 2/3rd Infantcy Batb. IEA12/432.

Corporal B. Hrowne was prascted to Acting Sergeant (Q).

Captain 2, Givbg took charge af the RAP.

Sapper G. Weier was prometed to Lance Corparal - he had claimed his brother
Sapper T. Weler, who joined the unit from the Yth Battalion.
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JANUARY, 1943

The Section was now re-named - we became the 8th Australian Field Survey
Saction, AIF. ALl personnel were allotted new Army numbers.

Warrant Officer Class 2 Bernpie MeDaonald and Corporal Tom Hartley left
the Section and reported to the Headguarters NGF for duty with the Aust
Army Phote Interpretation Unit. 2

Ray Ball and Stan Verey returned from the lawarere area after completing
field work for the Ubesri shest,

Ho 2 sub-section moved and set Up a new camp near Tavai wvillage close
Lo the coast. The field work continusd on the final stages of the Gaila
1" map,

With information for the drauvghtsmen at 17 Mile, Ted Long, Bruce Hrowne
and Joe Gill started to walk te Aeadquarters; thay walked ta Tupuslai
l[about 20 kilometres!, then wers able to arrange a truck ride te 17 Hile,
finally arriving after 14 hours of travel. Sergeant Long spent the next
few days organising ratiens for two months to take to Kapakapa Village
which was to be the next camp. He sailed from Port Moresby to KapaKapa
on a small wessel called the Milton with & crew of six natives. They
arrived on the 15th January and the supplies were all brought ashore
and stored im a small hut near the village. The hut was later used for
office and draughting work - it was originally the store for the plantation
at Rigo {which was about 20 kilemetres inland) and was now the Angau
base for the area,

The Wo 2 sub-section was to proceed down the coast of Papua, moving inland
T0 a distance of approximately 30 kilometres te cover the map areas.
Inland the movement was by tracks which connected various villages amd
the time from ocne village to the next was always marked in terms of walking
time din howrs and the conditien of the track. Movement alc;nq the coast
was usuzlly by native lakatei or cance. The section moved tao KapaKapa
late in Jsnuary and on arrival was greeted by the mission teacher at
the wvillage. He was a Samcan native named Sepania and kindly aoffered
the use of the villaga sachool, transferring his schosl activities to
the church building for the time the sub-section were at the village.
The schosl was a reasenable sized building on stumps about one metre
above the ground with a small annexe at the rear of the main building.
The main building was used far messing and sleeping arrangements while
the annexe became the kitchen.

Lieutenant G. Campbell-Kennedy travelled to Port Moresby from Tawvai with
further field work of the Gaile 1° map. He returned to KapaKapa
accompanied by Warrant Officer Class 1 Harry Bear,

Warrant Officer Class 2 Gillard and Sergeant Long had been working on
Ifesection control using the KapaKapa trig. as main control, Wally Gillard
was then returned to Port Moresby and 17 Mile, where he joined No 1 sub-

section. Harry Beer then took cver the establishment of contrel with
Ted Long. Field parties were now annoatating and heighting the available
aerial photographs, Ho 1 sub-section was nearing the end of field work

in the Uberi 1" map area.
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Sergeant Ralph Phillips, who had keen in New Juines since September 1940,
First as & ciwvilian, then with the Army from the call-up of civilians,

wat told to repart te Captain Herridge. It was 2100 hours on the 29th
Janvuary - Captain Herridge asked him L1f he ecould be ready ta leawve at
0330 on the 30th. He could, and was on a Catalina ower the Pacific Ocean
at daybreak! After leave in Australia, Sergeant Phillips attended a

Camouflage School, then joined 1lst Aust Corps HQ at Mareeba, Queensland,

PEBRUARY, 1943 -

A Eield party from Mo 1 sub-section worked on the placement of proposed
oil tenks and pipe lines at Elevala in Fairfax Harbour, north of the
Port Moresby wharf installatians,

Mo 1 sub-section completed the Uberi 1" map and Lieutenant J. Cusack
and 16 QRs were on standby for movement to Wau by air. The movement
to Wau was cancelled ten days later = it was finally the 19th March when
the sub-section flew into Wau.

Field work continued in the KapaKapa arsa, with partiss noving Eurther
away from camp and staying in wvarious locations for thres or four days.
Jack Viccars, Len Beadell and George Weier were assigned six natives
from Angau at Riga Eor carrying and guide work. They travelled inland
to carry out field work on the western side of the Gaile 1" map. After
eleven days they arrived back at the coast at the Taval village, whers
a4 message was sent Lo KapaKapa to have transport supplied (it was about
16 kilometres from Tavai to KapaKapa). Sergeant Long set owt from KapaKapa
with a utility along the coastal 'road'. The 'road' was two wheel-tracks
running through areas of kunai grass, scattersed tress and jungle patches
which were guite thick and rapidly becoming overgrown. About half way
to the destination an unseen rock in the kunai grass stopped the uwtility
in its tracks. Ted Long then walked to Tavai, informed the field party
and they then organised two lakatois te transport the party and their
gear back to KapaKapa. The follewing day Ted Long and Ted Weisr returned
ta the utility and removed the radiator, bkringing it back feor repair.
Some wWeeks later Sapper 0. Mansfield (who transferred inte the unit on
the 28th February when claimed by his brother, Lance Corperal Mansfield)
was sent te repair the utility and it was then returned to KapaKapa,
Wnile waiting for his return to Pert Moresby Ossle Mansfield wvolunteered
to £ill in as a member of a field party when one of the surveyors became
il1. Returning some days later after much walking and elimbing hills,
he vowed he would never leave his truck again!

During June, Ray and Ossie Mansfield attempted to drive a jeep to KapaKapa,
then bring the FPord ukility hack to 17 Mile HQ, Hewever the 'road' had
detericrated so much the jeep was unable to mave alang it, so they returned
ta HD. It was then decided the utility should hLe transferred to Angau
at Rigo, consequently in August, oOssie moved down Lo KapaKapa with the
Recessary spares to service the utility and turn it over to Angau. Thus
ended the saga of the Ford utilicy.
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The field parties were travelling by pative lakatoi and lugger when engaged
on coastal work as many areas had mangrove swamps right to the water's
edge and it wes not always possible to walk the beach. The problem with
gea travel, when relying on wind power, was to hawve a wind blowing in
the right Airectien — quite often a party would start out en a good sailing
day when half way to their destination the wind would change, blow harder
in the epposite direction and the parcty would finieh up back at their
starting point! & trip on a lugger was always an experierce, especially
when the trade winds blew up and heavy seas developed., To have the native

captain of the lugger say to you 'Taubada, can you &wim?' - you are a
couple of miles cff-shore and earlier a couple of the local shark
population had passed the lugger — one's confidence tended to be a little
T !

Later the Mo 2 sub-section were to have one of the Water Transport group
launches put at their disposal - however, that also put them at the mercy
of the launch 'captain' ([who was either a Sergeant or Corporal). Often
the launch was not where it should have been, then when it was available
the engine cseemed to fail to start for some time {usually long enough
for the 'captain' to complete his trading with the lpcal natives). It
was guite notiesable that when our officers were travelling the engine
never 'broke down'.

When an Amecican arrived at KapaKapa, having successfully traversed the
Coastal track from Port Moresby, Lieutenant Campbell-Kennedy decided
it was too good an epportunity to miss when he offered to take passengers
bagk to PFort Moresby in his Jjeep. Ted Long and Alex Lynch were given
the task of returning to 17 Mile HQ with field notes and other information
for the draughtsmen. The coastal coad, however, lived up to its reputation
and the jeep was bogged on three occoasions befare reaching Tupuslei -
they finally reached 17 Mile the following day at 1500 hours. It had
taken 30 hours to travel L00 kilometres.

The advance party Cfrom the 3rd pust Field Survey Coy arrived in Port
Morssby with Majer A. Kurrle as 0OC, one other officer and 24 ORe. The
17 Mile camp was now becoming a largs concentration of survey personnel
and field parties were spreading out to all aceas of Papua=law Guinea.

Promotions:

Acting Sergeant Browne B.H. to Sergeant {(QM),

MARCH, 1943

Mo 1 sub-section was employed in setting ocut the positions of wireless
aerials For the €50 on Ward's Lookout. A contour survey was also carried
ocut for the proposed extensions to the 2/5 AGH at Eggy's Corner.

Sergeant Ken Cameron rsturned to Australia on leave and was then posted
te the Sth Rust Field Survey Company.
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On 13th March, an American Kittyhawk crashed inte the sea about 100 metras
offshore from KapaKapa. The willage natives were organised with two
canoces and two of the survey personnel to go out to the aerocplane. They
were able to remove the pilotis body from the wreck, which was in about
Six Ffeet of water. 'The Angau NCO at Rigo returned the body to Port
Moresby.

Ho 1 sub-sectien, under the command of Lieutenant J., Cusack, flew to
Wau on the 19th March.

The completign of the Gaile 1" map was taken over-by the 2/6th Svy Bty
RAAR. Bth Section HNCO Corporal Alan Brown was on loan to the 2/6th Svy
Bty to instruct in plotting from aerial photcgraphs.

Sergeant Viccars left XapaKapa by lugger, rteturning to 17 Mile HQ with
completed field work for the HQ draughtsmen to compile.

On 24th March a field party of nine men - Warrant Officer Qlass 1 Harry
Beer, Ted Long, Aalex Lynch, Harold Day, Ray Paowell, Mat Dorrough, Bab
*Junior' Brown, Len Beadell and Terry Wyhoon left KapaKapa by natiwve
lakateois to move to the Hula Vvillage area. As the wind died, the native
crews and the field party spent the best part of the day poling the lakatei
towards their destinatiaen. They reached Bonama village and stayed the
night at the rest hut. The wvillage Councillor advised them not to walk
around ar night - the previous night a crocodile had taken a boy.

The follewing day a good wind put the £ield parcy at the Hula willage
by midday.

The work to be carried out was to cover the Hemp Welch River and Hood
Bay 1" maps, There were to be three twe-men parties and one three-men
party.

Half the group moved on to Karapuna wvillage. Bn airforce officer, Pilot
Officer Stephenson, was In charge of an emergency airfield about three
kilometres from the village and he suggested they would be more comfortable
at the airfield - it had tents, stretchers and elestrie light available
{the lighting facilities being to help with emercency night landings).

Ray Powell and Bob Brown went off on a traverse that was teo take three
days, however unexpected problems delayed them ané it was five days before
they returned to the base camp.

Promotions:

Acting Corporal Browne J.L. to Corporal
Arting Corporal Peavson N. to Corporal
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On Ist April the field party at the airfield had retired im preparation
for an early start to meet up with the rest af the party at Hula village.
Suddenly, at 2300 hours, all lights at the airfield went on, accompanied
by a terrific roar as a low flying American Flying Paortress circlad the
field, landed in teeming rain, then became bogged at the end of the strip.
Port Meresby airfields had apn alr-raid alert and the Fortress had to
find another landing arca. The crew all climbed out of the aircraft
and settled down for the night., The following day local natives helped
with digging out the aircraft's wheels, and as the strip had become firmer
the Fortress was able to tske off and return to Port Moresby.

On 2nd April the field parties had gathered at Hula village and with
good winds prevailing were able to returp ta KapaKapa by nightfall.

Captain Herridge arrived at HapaKapa by lugger on the evening of 6th
April, accompanied by Jack Vicears and Bab Hann, who were raeturning te
the sub-section from 17 Mile, During the next two or three days Captain
Aerridge and Lieutenant Campbell-kennedy carried out inspections of the
mapping area and discussed the preqress of the work programme. Captain
Herridge returned to 17 Mile HQ and on the 21st April handed ever the
command eof the 8th Aust Field Survey Section to Licukenant E.M. Beach.
He returned to Australia on leave and was then posted to the 2nd Aust
Field Survey Company.

On Gth April the No 2 sub-section had another aircraft episode! At about
1200 heurs a low flying Wirraway was sighted about 200 metres out to
s8a8 and aboutr sevon metres above the water. That evening about 2000
hours there was a commotion on the beach, then two Australian Air Force
officers appeared at the desoc of the hut., It appeared the Wirraway engine
decided to stop when they wera about 16 kilometres nearer to Port Moresby
= they finished up in the water, about 2.5 metres deep, close to the

village of Tawvai. The Tavai villagers knew we wers camped at KapaKapa
also that a wireless station was near us, sa brought the aircrew back
to KapaKapa. i message was sent to Port Moresby by wireless and the

following day an Air Force erash launch came down and took the crew back
to Port Moreshy,

On l2th April Port Moresby experienced a 100 plane raid, on 14th April
Milne Bay was also raided by about 100 planes, consequently for those
days the skies between Milne Bay and Port Moresby were very busy wWith
fighters passing overhead. These were probably abeut the last of the
Japanese attempts at large formation raids,

The field work on the Kemp wWelch River and Hood Bay 1" maps was almost
completed. The last of the work was to be carried out by a field parey

led by Sergeant Ted Long. (e left Kapakapa on 20th npril, accompanied
by hlex Lynch, George Weior and Vince ¥ictor, travelling hy truek through
Rigo towards Kokobagu Flancation. The truck became bogged about Fiwve

kilometres past Sarea, the party then had to walk the last 16 kilometres
to the Plantation, which was the HQ For Lieutenant Hicholson, the angau
officer in charge of the arsa,
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Lieutenapt Micholsen wae able to supply native carriers for one party,
50 Alex Lynch and Vince Victor left on a trip that was to take five days.

Ted Long and George Weier carried out trig contrel and heighting around
the plantation area but were held up for ene day when 157 points of rain
fell, cawsing the HKemp Welch River ko rise several feet. They travelled
north threugh Sarcakai to Gebaragere Plantation (near the junction of
the Husgrave and Kemp Welch Rivers| then returned to Kokobagers through
Kapogere and Boregere villages.

A message from Lisurenant Camphell-¥ennedy was deliversd by Lieutenant
Nicholson of BAngau, informing Sergeant Long to return to Kapakapa as
sgon as he had finished the wark, alss that the sub-section would he
changing camp to Marshall Lagoon.

#lex Lynch and Vince Victor arrived back and at 0900 hours the next morning
the party left HXokobagu Plantation arrivipng back at Kapakapa late on
the same afternoon {(27th April) only to find that the No 2 sub-section
(with the exception of Sapper 0Ossie Mansfield) had left by lugger during
the morning.

Sapper Mansfield had been laft with instructions for Sergeant Long with
regard to work to be carried out by his party on their way to Marshall
Lagoon.

A Water Transport launch on its way to Port Moresby picked up Vince Victor
and Dssie Mansfield who were to return to 17 Mile HQ.

The inlet to Marshall Lagoon was called McFarland Harbour., After sailing
up the harbour for about three kilometres the lugger rounded a headland
and the large lagoon (approximately 5.5 kilemetres by 2.5 kilometraes)
opened out with the wvillages of Waiori and Wanigela built on stilts in
the water, each about 300 metres geffshora.

On top of the hesdland at the entrance to Marshall Lagoon the Sewenth
Day Adventists had established a Mission. It had been left in the care
@f some of their pative mission staff until the time the missionaries
could return. The sub-section were able to use the facilities at the
Mission = the main house being a two-storey building with a large
mosquito-pronfed wverandah om the first floor which was ideal for office
wark and draughting. The €C was able to have a roem on the first fleor.
The kitchen and mess-raom were on the ground floor,

A emaller single storey heouse was the sleeping gquarters for the DRs who
were working in camp, alsc the field men when they were passing through.

Sapper Wes FRunting returned to Port Moresby then after a few days at
17 Mile was flown to Wau te join No 1 sub-sectien.

MAY, 1943

Meanwhile, back at KapaKapa, GSergeant Long decided that, as transport
had failed to arrive, the party would move by native lakatei to Marshall
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Lagoon, lg reachod an agreement with the EKapaKapa natives to  supply
twa lakatnis and crews to transport them. During the trip they were
to stop off at & gcouple of points to carcy out control and annotation.

On the &th May they left KapaKapa - the first eBtop was Kenalie near the
wvillage of lula. After carrying out the trig work there they left Hula
village and cressed lHood Bay on a vary rough day, but finally arrived
at FkRaiapura late in the afternoon. The following day they sailed past
Paramana Point and cuentually arrived at the village of Pelagai.

Jack Viccars and Chips ©'Brien were working in the Pelagai area at the
time, hawing sailed down from Marshall Lagoon with Warrant Officer Class
I Harry Beer. Harry had disembarked at a point half-way down the coast
to head inland and establish a trig point at Towali Hill.

The following day the whole group started to s&il back from Pelagal to
Korela Mission at Marshall Lagoon, howevar a heavy trade—wind blew up
and the lakatols found it impossible to make any headway, then tho boom
broke on one of the lakatols about a mile from shore, so it was decided
to return to Pelagai and try a&gain when the weather improved. The
fellowing day tha wind was blowing just as hard and the native crews
wore not very enthusiastic about sailing, so Sergeants Long and Vicears
with Sapper Weler, decided to walk the beach to Marshall Lageon - a
distance of about 25 kilometres - they would then get a cance From tha
willage of Kelarakwa |at the mouth of the MeoFarland Harbeur) to take
them up to the Korela Mission.

Corporal Lynch and Sapper 0'Brien would wait For good weather and return
With the vemainder of the gear as soon as possible, They arrived three
days later - on the 19th May.

At 17 Mile HQ Scrgeant R. Pauley transferred into the Section Erom the
2718t Aust Mrmy Topo Svy Coy, he would take charge of the camputing.

Corporal Alan Brown, who had been working with the 2/8th Artillery Survey
Battery, arrived back at 0g with three ORs from the 3/6th, having completed
the field work on the Gaile 1" map,

The Water Trangsport launch, AM3, was now at our disposal and arrived
at rkorela Mission with Captaim E. Beach to inspect the sub-section and
td gain an appreclation of the survey area. The feollowing morning the
launeh left for Port Moresby with Cosporals Melsen and Pearson on board.
They were to join the Mo 1 sub-section at Wau,

The launch was back at Marshall Lagoon five days later, sailing the
[ellawing morning for Abau and Domarva. Captain Beach accompanied a party
comprising Warrant Officer Class | Harry bBeer, Corporals Day and Beadell,
Sappers Skinner, Thomas, Xirhy and O'Erien.

The ficld party was to start wark an the Ahau 1" map.

From Kerela mission te Abau was approximately S0 kilometres so it was
a4 surprise to have the launch return with the €O by nightfall, the trip
must havo rated as the fastest the launch carried out while working with
the No & sub-section.
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Promotions:

Sergeant Pauley, R.J. to Acting Warrant Officer Class 2.
Sergeant Browna, B.H. to Staff Sergeant (QM],
Sapper Weier toc Lance Corporal.

JUNME, 1943

Colenel L. PiteGerald received the following communication during the
first week of June:

Allied Land Forces Headguarters,
Vietoria Barracks,
Melbouzne.

lst June, 1843.
Dear FitzGerald,

buring my recent wisit to New Guinea, the execellent work which
has been dgne by the Survey units In New Guinea generally was brought
under my notice, hoth at HQ New Guinea Forces and the several other
commands wWhich I visited.

Ae this appreciation of survey work was menticned on two or
three occasions, I referred te it again at the CGS Conference last
Friday and would like to mentiocn it to yeou far the inforpation of
the perscnnel concerned.

¥Yours sincerely.
{5gd.) J. NORTHCOTT

P.S. May I alsoc congratulate you on ¥our promotiaon to Colonel:
J.H.

Col. L, FitzGerald,
Director of Survey,
242 Yooyong Road,
Toorak. '

Early oan lst June the launch left for Fort Moresby with Captain Beach,
Sergeant Long and Sapper Hann. Stopping overnight at HapaKapa the launch
arrived in Port Horesby at 1200 hours the following day. After arranging
transport the party arrived at 17 Mile HQ mid-afterncon. Sergeant Long
and Sapper Hann organised supplies and with the always welcome mail,
returned to Korela Missian at the end of the weak.

The following day . the launch set off again taking Corporal Lynch, Sappers
Roberts, Weier and Dorrough to Amazon Bay which was on the weatern side
of the Urama and Millport Harbour Special 1" map.
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A block of [our map areas wore to be used ko compile two Specials. The
position of the coastline in relatien to the sheet boundaries made it
preferable to wse the southern half of Bailike and the northecn half
of Table Bay on one 1" to 1 mile Special. The adjoining sgheet would
be compiled in the sams way - they would then be knpwn as the Bailibo
- Tahle Bay and Urama - Millport Harbour Specials, This method enabled
the coastline and inland for a'distance of L3 te 25 kilometres to be
mapped on two shoets instead of four,

The castern side of the Urama - Millport Harbour map was on the longitude
of 140%40', and was to be the extent of NHe 2 sub=secticn's work. The
adjolning map, Mullin's Harbour, was being compiled by Me 3 Section,
3rd Ahust Field Survey Cay working from Milne Bay.

The only men npw left at Horela Mission were Lieutspant Campbell-Kennedy,
Ted Leng, Jack Viccars, Ray Powell, Joe Gill, Bob Brown and Bob Hann.
They were carrying out compilation and office work. The remainder of
the Ho 2 sub-section personnel were scattered over many miles of junglie
and coastline,

Some of the eguipment, field data and field shaets of Kemp Welch River,
Harshall Lagoon and Oveau 1" maps were taken back to 17 Hile Hp by
Lieutenant Campbell-Kennedy and Sergeant Lang,

The work to be covered by WMo 2 sub-section was nearing completion apd
the field men were new working on the last of the map areas. When the
lavnch returned te Korela Mission i1t hrought back the last of the supplies
that the sub-section was to need during their stay down the cogast. They
alsc had good rews for Sappers G. Weier, D. Skipner and B{11 Thomas.,
The three men had been in New Guines fince 1941 and Lieutenant Camphell-
Kennedy told them they had been granted leave to hustraliz. Their problem
Now was to wait for transport back to Port Moreshy, as the launch had
to wcontinue down the coast with field men. They had to wait and hope
for anosther launch te pass Marshall Lagoon on its way to Port Mareshy.
It was a further six weeks before they were to reach Australia.

The launch was now invelved in maving men up and deown the coast between
Abau, Maguhy Flantation, Orangerie Bay and Amazon Bay.

On the 10th June Captain Beach and five ORs Flew to Wau to join MNe 1
sub-section. Captain Beach was te act as Survey Liaison Officer botween
AR Survey, HQ NGF and Division R,

HQs draughting personnel were compiling material received from Wau and
Korela Mission.

Warrant Officer Class 2 Frank Shera, Sappers K. Giblin and V. WVictor
left for Australia on leave.

Promotions:

Lance Sergeant Viccars, 7. to Acting Sergeant.
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JULY, 1943

on 1st July the lavnch left ¥Xorala HMission with Sergeant Ted Long,
travelled to Abay picking up Corporal Len EBeadell and Sapper Ted Weier,
then on to Magubu Flantation. Corperal alex Lynch and Sapper Ted Waier
then continued on to Porct Glasgow to do further field work,

On the I2th July Warrant Officer Class 1 Harry Beer and Sergeant Long
were engaged 1in taking observations on the 1island of Mailu, south of
Amazon Bay. They saw a launch approaching freom the direction of Magubu
Plantation so, on completing their ohservations, they walked down to
the beach from the hill op which they were working to meet the launch
when it arrived. They were surprised and plsasad to see some of the
drd Aust Field Evy Coy men they had known in Vieteria. Colin Middleton,
Bob Drew and Lyn Williederf had been working up the coast from Milpe
Bay.

Having finished their ohserwvations, Harry BHeer and Ted Long packed their
gear and hitched a ride back to Maguby Flantation where they located
their own launch.

It tock two trips out teo Juliade Island, about nine kilometres south-east
of Port Glasgow, before the weather was geood enough to carry out the
necessary observations te fix the Island.

The launch spent the next few days visiting the wvariowns parts of the
coast = Oni Oni wvillage to pick wup &lex Lynch and Ted Weier, then to
Magubu Plantation for Corporal Harold Day and Chips CO'Brien. The party
had ene mere steop for observations at Grange Island, then sailed to Abau
wWhere they picked up Len Begadell and Leo Rirby. The field party was
now complete and as all field werk was complete they sailed vack to Xeorala
Mission to join the remainder of the No 2 sub-gecticn.

Freparations were now made for the sub-section to return te 17 Mile HQ.
on 23rd July the launch was lcaded with as much equipment as poasible,
thean the feollowing morning left for Port Moresby with Lisbtenant Campbell-
kKennedy and five ORs.

The temaining men, eight in number, would have to wait for the return
of the launch. The houses were cleaned and left as found and the men
wWaited. The AM3 arrived back on the 30th July and was optimistically
loaded with the remainder of the eguipment, kesping only perscnal gear

to carcy abeard in the morning. The AM3 once dgain developed engine
treuble, so again the feeling was that unless there was an Officer aboard
the 'Engine' could not care whether it worked or not. It took a further

two weeks to reach Port Meoresby, ewven then the AMI had ta be towed by
& larger craft, a ketch, AKGOD. They arrived at 17 Mile HQ on the l4th
Bugust, where the size of the Survey complex at L7 mMile was a surprise
for the men who had not seen it for some months.

Promotians:

Corporal Roche, R.L. to Lance Sergeant
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AUGUST/SEPTEMBER, 1943

When He I sub-section returned to 17 Mile HQ they hecame involved in
checking and erecting new beacons, also compiling new maps with the HQ
draughting section.

At this time the wunit received information regarding a move back to
Australia te join a new unit at Toowsomba. -

Warrant Gfficer Class ! Len Heren returned fram Wau with the news that
he had been selected for OCTU and wWae returning to Australia. After
receiving his commissien Lisutenant Heren was posted to the 3rd Aust
Field Surwvey Coy, returning again te Wau.

On 27th August the 0OC, Captain E. Beach, returhed from Wau and left for
hustralia on 24 days leave, but did not return to the 8th aust Field
Svy Gect. Also leaving for Rustralia on leave were Sappers Bobk Brown
and Bill Franklin. Warrant Officer Clas 2 Frank Shera, Lance Corporal
G. Weier and two other ©ORs returned from leave and a period of infantry
trzining and further technical training was taking place at 17 Mila.

On the 14th September an urgent project to produce tws 1:25000 series
maps, Satelbery and Langemak Bay, was given jointly ta the Bth pust Field
Survey BSect, 3rd Aust Field Survey Coy and the 2/1lst Aust Topo Survey
Coy. These maps were to be used by the 9th Division troops as they
ddvanced up the Huah Peninsular from Lae.

The Eth Section was ta work on the Satelberg map and with Lisutenant
Campbell-kennedy in charge of the compilation, the draughtsmen worked
six hours on, six hours off, around the clock and the compilation was
completed in 48 hours,

Lisutensnt Campbell-Kennedy had Jjust gene to gleep after the 48 hour
shift when he was wokean by Lieutenant Hall informing him the sheet edges
did net matech. The cantrel for the area depended on just twe points
on the coast and the whole mag hung on this eontrol. Ope, an astre fix
by & pre-war petroleum company and the other an army Fix.

ne of these points was the Jetty at Finschhafen which was identifisd
an  the aerial photogragh, howaver it was discavered, after many hours
of checking by gLicutenant Campbell-Kennaedy and Majer Lambert, <hat the
criginal jetty had been replaced by a new structure huilt in a slightly
different position.

Lieutenant Campbell-Kennedy was able to devise a distorted grid which
enabled a new compilation ta be drawn grid by grid. This was dope in
recocd time.

Within another 48 hours the maps had been reproduced and sent te the
RAAF for delivery ko the 9th Division Eorces in Lae.

The 9th DRivision landed at Scalett Beach, Finschhafen, on the 22nd
September,
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The Japanese airforce made one of their last trips to Port Moresby on
the night of the 19th September. The only damage was to the fish, as
they wWere chased away by anti-alrcraft fire and dropped their beomb load
into the water.

It was certainly a different raid to those of 12 months earlier.

ht 17 Mile HQ the sSection received news that the Ho 1 sub-section had
left Wau on the 30th September and were returning via the Bulldeg Trail.

Sapper Wes Runting was transferred to LHEQ Cartographic Coy st Bendigo.
He left for Australia an the 2Bth September.
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WAl
SUB-SECTION NHO 1

MARCH=-OCTOBER, 1943

During January 1943, elements of the Japanese Azmy had advanced from
Salamava to Wan and had arrived at the wvillage of Wandumi. The village
was about six kilometres east of Wau. From Wau te Salamava, ip a north-
easterly direction, there were three main tracks, rubnhing as near parallasl
with sach other as i1s possible In the type of country they traversed.
The more naortherly track was known as the Black Cat Track as it passed
through the Black Cat Mine on its way to Mubo. About 10 kilometres south
was another main track whiech in its early stages from Wau was a jeep
road which ended at Ballam's Camp. the track continuing on to the Summit
camp at about 7000 ft, then on to Skindawi and through tao Mubo on the
Bitoi Riwver.

Bunning between these tracks was ancther which branched off the Black
Cat Track about 13 kilometres from Mubo at a building called the House
Coppar. This track was a wery mountainous and rugged one which did not
pass through sny othet wvwillage wuntil it reached Wandumi, a distance of
32 kilometras. It travellesd through country which wvaried in height from
4000 [t re 7500 £t over a range of mountains known as the Kupper Range
- this track was known as the 'Jap Track' as it was one of the main tracks
dsed by the Japanese during their advance on Wau.

The Japaneses ware in a position to attack Wau when the 17th Brigade was
flown inte the Wan asrodrome on the 30th January, 1243. The troops were
in actien within minutes of leaving the airgraft. During the next week
the Japanese forces in the area were defeated and forced to retreat towards
the coast.

March, 1943

This was the situation when No 1 sub-section, under <the command of
Lieutenant J, Cusack, Elew into Wau on %the 19th March and came under
the command of 'Kanga Force'.

Mo 1 sub-section comprised the following persocnnel:

Warrant Officer Class 1 Len Heron

Warrant Officer Class Z Wally Gillard

Sergeants Jim Millesr, lam Townsend

Corporals Keith Barber, Bob Roche, Brian Murray, Alan Nelson Bob

Evans, Alex Fultan

Sappers Ray Ball, Barry Kemp, S5Stan Vereyv, HKen Cooke, Hank Thogs.
Wally Keenan, someone only tremembered as 'Warwick', and
the c¢ogk, Harry Bdwards (who was on loan to the section
Eram the catering corps)

Later reinforcements were Warrant Officer Ray Pauley, Corporal Alan Brown
and Sappers John Murphy and Was Runting.
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The flight from Fort Moresby was a very interesting and spectacular trip,
mainly dense Jungle with deep valleys and high ridges, sometimes with
the trees just belew the port wing and the wvalley falling away below
the starboard wing. Eventually a clearing (which someong referred to
a5 a cricket ground) came into view and a= other Douglas aircraft were
Seen to be lending on the ‘cricket piteh' it was decided that i: must
be the famous tloping aerodrome of wau,

The® aircraft came in leow over the northern end of the drome, very close
to the tree tops - although mnot as close as the wrecks of other planas
indicated they had been!

The up hill strip meant a short landing rup and as soon as the aircrafr
stopped moving the doors were opened, ewverybody gquickly left the plane,
gear and supplies were guickly off-loadsd inta a heap, the aircraft turned
around and left immediately - any raturn loads Were on without stopping
the engines.

It was a real 'taxi rank' operation, with each plane taking uEf between
incoming flights.

The No 1 sub-section was allocated one of the few remaining buildings
that was intact in Wau. Fuller's Farm was the name of the house and
it was situated about 1.3 kilometres southeast of Wag on the road leading
to Bellam's Camp.

The hut was about 12m x 7.5m wWith a gable rocf. ©On the front elevation
it had 2 werandah with a skillien reof, &t the rear was another section
of verandah with a skillien reof which was turned intoe the coskhouse.
It had been built sut of local timber and with a little work by the secticn
handymen, part of the wall was able to be opened up for vantilation and
light - it became as ideal for a draughting room and living area as one
could expect in these circumstances.

No sooner had Survey taken Pessassion of the howse than a section of
Signallers arrived, also allocated to the building, however it was a
case of first in bhest dreszsed.

Captain T. Connelly joined the Sroup As Staff Officer Survey. He and
Lieutenant Cusack wera summoned toa  Kanga Force HQ where the Brigadier
discussed the priorities of work, alsa his concern that the Japangae
may make another advance from the direction of Lae. He required a map
of the ares Wau - Bulolo to the Markham River and Nadzab area;, 1in 48
hours.

There were some aerial photegraphs and track maps  available, and 3
continuous effort was made by the personnel. The only height centrol
available at this time was Wau and the Markham River at near sea level.
Form lining of photegraphs wag carried out from both ends of the run
with continueus interpolation and a very satisfactory join-up was achieved.
The map was finished and handed to the Brigadier in 38 hours,

Wau was still experiencing air-raids snd soon after the sub-section was
installed at Fuller's Farn they were involved in a raid. On this oceasion
HWarwick manned the bren gun with Brian Murray as his No 2, on a secend
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occasion Keith Barber was on the Jun when they were strafed. Fortunately
be=one was hit although the unit latrine received quite a lot of attentlon
which caused it to be sevarely damaged, heowever na-ane was in rasidenca
at the time!

Lieutenant Cusack ang Warrant Officer Herean, with field parties, were
invalved in obtaining trig control threough the Wan - Bulolo Valley area
and tying into a previous Astro Fix that had been carried ocut by Sergeant
Robb of the 2/1st Coy. Surveyers in EBth Sect had not been instructed
in the position line method of cbservation fer latitude and longitude,
commonly known as Astro Fix. This method of Eihding the obsarver's
pesition on the ground was a technigue practised by the British Survey
tnits in the Middle Fast, and was introduced into the Australian Survey
corps by Colonel L. FitzGerald on his return to Rustralia, however the
Eth Section had meved ta Wew Guinea before they had the opportunity ta
receive instruction in this method. HNew Guinea was an area where this
method of locating position was invaluable.

FPield parties were working through the Bulslo area te the Junction of
the Snake and Watut Rivers on the PBulowat East map, also the Wau to
Kaiginik area.

One party, which included Tan Tawnsend, Bob Roche and Brian Miurray started
fram Fuller's Farm ta CRLLy out track traverses towards Mubo. The chains
being usad at this time were lengths of signal wire with marks every
10 metres.

The voad from Wave passed the Crystal Creek and ran for about .5 kms
&long the Bulolo River valley through kunai cavered ridges until it reached
Ballam's Camp, which was about 5500 ft above sea level and 2000 ft abawve
Wau, From Ballam's Camp the track zigzagged for approx 9.5 kms ta the
Summit eamp, a height of 6800 ft. The track was well into the wet jungle
and the nights spent at the Summit camp were very cold.

The track then broke inpro two from Skindewi 3 to Skindewl, ane track
keeping along the ridge and down the spur to Skindewi at about 3500 ft
while the other went arsund the side of the ridge and attempted to follow
the contour. The distance from the Summit camp to Skindewi via skindewi
3 was about 10 or 11 kms. From Skindewi the track meandered aleng the
sida of the ridge and followed the Busival River wvalley down to Mubo
4 distance of about 25 kps, It was under these eonditions that the
SUrveyors were attempting to carry out traverses and control of the tracks
and also to map the features of the caunery.

It was on gne of these trips towards Muba that Brian Murray and his
companien were instructed to fFind an Independent Company's forward section

and take copies of their track maps of the area, As they moved down
the track his campanion became ill and had to return to eamp. Corporal
Murray continwed on  ta find the section. He was about to pass an

infantryman who was on the sids of the track, when the man asked Him
where he was going, Brian told him of his mission and was informed that
he had already passed the turn-off te the Section aboyut 100 yards back
up the track. ‘And anyway, there {3 a Japanese machine qun argund the
next bend, they shaot my mate this morning.' @Brian Felt that the soldier's
Casual manner was a bit tao much, but guickly tock his advice, backtracked
to where the Independent section was, picked up the information and headed
back for Wau.



33

Field rations were ecarried, but at various main camps along the tracks
meals were sometimes svailable if supplies had arrived. When units in
Wau reguired supplies the excuse for a shortage was 'All suppliss are
being sent forward', however when you were in the ferward arsas the excuse
for the shortage was 'All supplies are at Wau'.

Sapper Barry Kemp, who had been with the Survey Cempany in Victoria from
the early days of the War and had moved to New Guinea with the first
group from Colac in 1942, transferred Ffrom Mo 1 sub-section in Wau to
the 2/5th Aust Infantry Ballation on the 1%th June, 1943. It was only
a few webks later that Barry was killed near Salamaua. His many friends
in the 8th Section mourned his death.

Another traverse in the Wau area is recalled by Jim Miller:

'Stan Verey and myself were allocated to the "Jap Track". oOur plan
was as follows: The Survey would take five days and would commence
at the Black Cat Mine, traverse through teo Wandumi, then follew
the Kupper Range and the route of the "Jap Track® till we reached
"House Copper" and then return te the Black Cat Mine by way of the
Black Cat Trail.

The methed of traversing was by compass and a 30 metre leagth of
field telephone wire and a hand held pockat eclinometre.

At the Black Cat Mine we were briefed as to the location of booky
traps on the Black Cat Trail for our return to the mine, this was
a safegquard in case we falled toe link up with a patrsl that was
to meet uws at the House Copper on the [ifth day after our departure.

We set off early in the morning with twa local native boys, allocated
to us by Angaw to carry our food for the trip, and a guide from
tha 2/7th Independent Coy who was to take us throngh the booby traps
located on the Jap Track closa to Wandumi.

Having safely negotlated the traps, our guide left us and we commenced
what was to be the most tortuous track I had ever been on and both
Stan and I had a pretty torrid week up and down that range, no water
on top of the range, with the track descending almost wvertically
1500 to 2000 £t down to water, then ascending immediately to the
top of the range again - in some places the Japanese had reserted
to fixing ropes held by rock bolts as hand holds.

Az the top of the range was mostly in moss farest and at 6000 to
7000 ft the nights were freezing cold, having only a one-man tent
between us, plus half a hlanket sach and & ground sheet, we resorted
to trying to keep a fire going at the mouth of the tent to keep
warm. Tc make matters worse, the two natives deserted on the second
day and took with them our food, so we were then foreced to depend
on our tins of field ratiens, and at a later stage, our emergency
rations.

The retreating Japanese, many of them woundsd, must have had a really
hellish retreat, for we came upon many dead and decaying corpses,
especially on the steep descents.
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After the desertion of our native carriers we carried on towards
House Copper as pre-arrangements had been made to link up with a
patrol at that rendezvous on the fifth day and they would take us
back up the beaby trapped trail. However, due to the tortuous nature
of the track and the difficulty of trying te run a survey of it,
we Were delayed, and naturally being a bit light on food we became
4 wee bit worried regarding the rendezvous tire. On the sixth day
we came upen the site of what had been an Australiam ambush against
the Japanese {with plenty eof visible evidence) and from our briefing
w2 knew we were net far from our objective. The happy note was
that we found & half Four-gallon tin of dehydrated potatoes and,
believe me, both Stan andg T considered it = gourmet meal.

Barly marning of the seventh day saw us at the House Copper but,
a8 there was no evidence of the patrol, we decided to set off for
the Black Cat Mine, bearing in mipd that we still had the problem
of the booby traps ahead of us.

From the briefing, we knew that the trail was still operatienal
and we both had a fairly good deseription of what to look for in
the way of recognisable features leading to the bocby traps, plus
the time/distance from the House Copper, but not being persons to
take any unnecessary risks, half an hour before the known walking
time of reaching the traps, Stan and I jumped inte the water race
{which ran beside thae Trail) and fer approximately four miles we
Pledded through the water against the flow and successfully avaided
the traps.

We reached the mine about 6.30 pm much te the surprise and elation
of the standing patrol whieh had searched for us on both the fifth
and six days unsuccessfully, and concluded that we had beep wiped
aff,

After resting up for a day at the Mine, we walked half way back
Lo Wau where we picked up a jeep ride back +to HQ. I do not kpow
te this day what value they got out of that track survey because
it was that steep going up and down that it wae virtually impessible
Eo measure the slope.!

During april the field Farties were working through the Bulola - fBulwa
= Power House and Buhaining areas, on all tracks leading to the forward
ratrol areas.

Food was alwaye in short supply &s it had to be flown inta Wau, Some
forward troops were supplied by draps, in areas where it wag possible
te =alvage mest of the supplies. Jne problem was lack of variety, this
Was causing worries for the medical officers as serious health problems
were becoming evident. At ane stage a supply of orange Jjuics, vegemite
and other items beecame available, but thep they ceased after twe or three
weeks. The Kanga Force commander, on one occasion, gave orders for the
stray cattle in the Bulolo valley to be roundaed up and butchered to supply
fresh meat for the troops.

Anather recollectiaon by Jim Miller of a reguest for a special task:
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'A regquegt was received from the HQ of a section of the 2/lst Field
Artillery (25 Pounders), who had featured so well during the Wau
fighting, for a Jlocalised artillery sheet. This would enable them
to be fully prepared if hostilities were resumed in the Wau area,
and, of course, liks everything else at that time, they wanted it
"yesterday".

I was assigned to the +task and after giving it gome careful
consideration, knowing that the time was very limited, I thought
I could preduce a sheet in a very short time using an experimental
method I had devised and used once or twice, with Ffair results,
in civil life, using a theodolite and a metre base range finder,
beth of these instruments being readily available:

I knew that Captain T. Connelly, assisted by some of the 3rd Cay
men, had just completed scme form of minor trianqulatien, hooking
up Bulole asrodrome with Wau, 36 we had some known points to start
from. I further knew that the artillery had three banderoles
fportable tripods complets with bunting and sighting targets) which
had been placed in position for siting their guns - but these were
not tied into any co-ordinated point on the map grid.

My plan was to establish the position of these three banderoles
in relation to the minor triangulation grid, thence wigit each
banderole site and by using the theodolite to lay off angles, using
one of the other bandersles zz a referring object, the range finder
te measure the distances, I would be able to very guickily survey
in all or most of the prominant features in the reguired area.
Heights eould be establiched by using the vertical angle of the
elevation or depressien sighting to the ground level at the objact
and correcting the calculation for the height of the instrument.

2All field operations were cempleted in one day - 3 yery long day
of something like 12 heurs commencing at about 0500 hours = alse
all the prominent features in the required area had beesn surveyed
and the three bandercles had been cbserved from three of the minor
trig stations, Now all that had to be done was to compute the three

banderole positions. Wally <&illard and his compiling team were
already in possession of the field notes relative ta the theodolite
angles and range finder distances. They were set to produce the

final sheet as soon as the co-ordinates of the banderales were known,
but here we ran into a bit of a gnag. Although two of the bandercle
positions came in sweetly, the third would not tri-sect at all.

The cbservations were checked and re-checked, with ne errors being
fourd, and gloem descended over the whcle section, naturally the
thought was of the dreaded Collins Point situation. Suddenly, and
unexpectedly, one member of the section (T cannot remember whaol
but he had not been a member of the field party, but working elsewhere
and he recollected seeing some af the gunners moving a banderole
from one position to ancther at about 0830 heurs, A quick check
established that thisz was about the time we ware moving from the
second last trig point ta the last trig point. A hurried wisit
te the Artillery Unit at about 1130 hours that night established
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that the bandernle had been moved, the time af maving coincided
with the time we were in transit prior to the last set of
cheervations, We were able tp fé-compute the poasition of this
bandercle, making use of the angle into it observed from cne  of
the other bandercles and correcting for the bearing and distance
it had heen mowed {as supplied by the Artillery Unit)., There was
much elation when a satisfactery tri-section was chtained,

Wally Gillard's team was then able to go ahead and produce a very
creditable map which turned out to be of amazing ageuracy, or so
the CO of the Artillery troop informed me after they had a f£islg
shoot wsing the map and hit a number of their targets first up.

It was a great team effert to produce the map in such a short time
and was much appreciated by the 2/1st Field Artillery.'

During May 1943, the Wau 1" Series map area was being heighted and
traversed by four field parties moving through the area. The Bulela
1:25000 was sent to the 4rg Company at Port Moresby for drawing and
repraduction.

Traversing on the southern portion of the Mt Missim sheet was also in
progress.,

In June 1943, field parties were working at Bulowat, Mt Missim, Patep
I¥ and Bulolo 1:2s5000 series. An astro fix was obtained at Pilimung
on the eastern side of the Mt Mizsim sheet,

Warrant Officer Class 1 Ien Heren recalls the following journey to the
Harkham Yalley, ecarried ogut in June 1943:

'The Lunaman Tree was a large distinct tree on Mt Lupaman at Lae,
the co-erdinstes of which were reguired for the photegraphic contral
of the Lae map sheet.

%s Lae was in Japanese hands; the tree had to be fived by intersesetion
from existing artillery triangulatian stations ©on the south side
af the Markham River and I was given the task.

I was accompanied by Ceorporals Alan Nelson, HBriapn Murray ana Sapper
Ray Ball.

We went by jeep from Wau aleng the Bulolo Read until we reached
Sunshine. From here we had g walk. Te help with the carcying
of our gear over the first part of the trip wa ware given four natives
by Angau. I still have in my possession the requisition for the
Four natives for this work. As I recall it teok us four days tn
walk into the operational areas through the wvillages of ‘Mumeng and
Patep 2 as we made aur way along the Wampit River valley, I had
with me copies of the artillery charts showing the triangulation
staticns which I could use te intersect the Lunaman Tree. I can
remamber the name of only one of those trig stations, a bare hill
called Mt Ngarenena oppasite Nadzan.
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Nt this place 1 was abserving when a lone Fero flew right over the
hill, There was na cover zo we eould only lay still in the kunafl
grass until the plane had gene and hope we had not  heen sagn,
According to Ray Ball, he temained laying im the grass while he
backed for mwe, as he felt safer in that pesition, I was able to
complete the ohservations without further incident. T was discouraged
from occupying the triangulation statian nearest to the eperational
front line hy our troops, who were worried that our work might 'draw
the erabs' to their positions.

Howewver, sufficient shservations were eventual-ly completed to abtain
a result so we were able to signal the ca-ordinates back to Way
and head for home.

On this trip I carried an Owen gun, but I am thankful o say T did
nat fire a shat in anger, although there was one cccasion when we
came across signas of enemy patrol activity in the arsa.

The returp trip to Wau was very uncomfortable due tao heavy rain
tuorning the track into mud thus making walking extremely difficult.’

On 10th June, 1943, Captain Beach and five ORs flew inte Wau te 4qpin
He 1 sub-section.

Captain DBeach was to art as Survey Liaison Officer between AD Survey,
HR MGF and Divisien HOQ.

When Len Heren retursed to Wau after his journey to the Markham valley
he was informed of his return te Augtraliaz te atrend an ocTo,

He tells this story of the start of his wrip:

'My movement back to Port Moreshy was by an RAAF Anson which had
arrived at the Wau strip and as there was reem for a passenger,
I was informed and put on the plane at very shart notice. 1 enjoyed
the flight across the ranges although my “afficial duties" Were
to assist In winding up the wheels af rhe aircraft after the take-cff
and then to kesp an eye out for Zeros!

What might have happensd (f we hLad been attacsied over thosa ranges
does not bear thinking about:!

Warrant Officer Heron left the Bth Fleld Survey Section but did not return
to that unit as after campleting OCTU and heing promoted to Lieutenant
he was transferred to the 3rd Field Survey Coy, and sent to Ne 1 Section
of that Company which was then situated at Wau,

In July 1943, 3rd Cempany had received the fulewat and Mt Missim sheats
for drawing, The 1:25000 maps Bulolo East and Bulcls West, also the
Wau 1° Series sheet were repraducad,

In August a party lead by Lieutenant Cusack travelled to the Watut River
Valley {Roamer 1" Saries map) to carry out fleld werk. The trip is
reported by Warrant Officer Class 2 Wally Gillard:
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'In August 1943, just before the fall of Salamaus, Lieutenant Cusack
received instructions to form a party to observe an astre fix and
mapping control in an area northwest of Bulolo on the Watut Riwver,
There were about ten Bth Section personnel in the party besides
Lieutenant Cusack and myself. Jim mMillar, Tan Townsend, Keith Barher
and Bob Roche, I ecannot recall any of the other men. We had a train
of apprax 25 native carriers to Lransport our egquipment and storec.

It was to be a five day trek which would cross twa 1% SeEries maps
— from the Wau map, across the Bulowat East map, onto the Roamer
map, fimishing near the norcthwest ssrner. Pram Wau we travelled
nerthwest down the Bulole River, to the jumction of the Bulolo and
Watut Rivers, carried on down the Watut River past Sunshine and
the junction of the Snake River fipally travelling north up the
wastern side of the Roamer map still following the Watut Biver.

We passed the wvillage of Marilinan and on te TsiliTsili. TsiliTsili
was, at this time, a secret operation and the fermation of a base
there was being carried gut as quickly and with as little fuss as
possible, ta keep it a secret from +the Japanase who were still
cccupying Lae and the Markham valley, enly 40 kilometres away.

It was a hair-raising trip aleng &a precipitous track, single file
above the raging mountain stream, Ha trip for the faint-hearted,
espacially crossing the Watut River on a kunda bridge. We were
kerpetually wet through because of the mist - the drill was to keep
one's dry clothes in the pack to sleep in at night and to change
back into the same wet clothes for each day's walk. Mestly we had
a dry camp at night as each willage had az "House Kiap" especially
for the Government officers and that is where the army men slept
when passing through.

The proudest "boy" fn the native train was the one who ecarried the
"machine" [theodolite), next came the lega of the "machine" which
were wrapped in hessian, then the extra ammunition for the LMG.
It did not matter what the weight was, these were the head boys
of the carrier line. Sc it went on down the pecking order - the
last got the awkward loads, like biscuit tins. Somehow they made
trusses of kunda (vine) or carried these awkward objects on their
heads.

bn the third day there was an apparcent Jack-up with the +train.
I never did find out why, quite possibly the carriers could have
been under the impression they did not have te go the whole distance,
that maybe another team would take agver [I had encountered this
sort of thing in Papua with my lacatoi trips from Rigo to Tupeslai)
however Jim Miller, who had some knowledge of pidgin with a few
well placed kicks, soon got the train moving again. '

On the fifth day we emerged from the jungle trail onte a kunai plain.
On a knoll abeve the plain an American machine gun post kept us
under ohservatian. As we passed through the saddle we came upon
an airstrip under construction, it was a hive of activivy. The
American Airborne Engineers with their mini bulldezers, graders,
rollers and jeeps, every machine scaled down te fit inte a transport
plane.  We found out thesm that they were building a Fighter strip
to support an attack on lLae, however the name TsiliTeill was not
mentioned.:



There were Australian Infantry, American Construetien Enginecrs
and American Signals all camped in the arca.

We were given an area where we set up camp in a grass hut and tentage,
which was supplied.

Jim Miller took his party te survey the airstrip and surrounds,
alse te connect by traverse to the site of Licutenant Cusack's astro
fix, which was to be near the Ameriecan Signral camp. Ligutenant
Cusack found that the batteries se labourcusly carried [rom Bulole
were flat and could not ke re-charged hecause the American wvoltage
cutput E£rom their generator was different f[rom that necessary to
te-charge our batteries. After some discussion the American Signals
Sergeant agreed to let Lieutenant Cussck tune in for either the
Melbourne or the Japanese time signal, when he came off his "sched”
(that is, when he had [inished contagting his own signals people).
Eventually Lieutenant Cusack picked up the JJC (Japan) and was ahle
tc check his chronometer. The next problem was to fluke an open
sky to observe the stars in the right position. 1 booked for
Lieutenant Cusack and after twe nights we were able to get the
ohservations needed. Bob Roche and I carried out some resecticns
and inrersections that [ needed fer contrel on the aerial photegraphs
which ran noerth to the Markham River.

Jim Miller reports that the main purpose of this trip was to establish
a fix on Lae and Nadzab and produce an artillery sheekt for the Lae landing
and the Hadzab parachute drop. Astro fixes were established ae TsiliTeili
gercdrome and tied into Len Heron's observation point on Mt Ngarenemo.

Liestenant Cusack flew hack to Wau with the results of the surveying
and the astro fix, the remainder aof the party began their five day trek
back to Waa.

Toward the end of August one f[isld party was operating in the Wampit
Riwer walley (whish rums inta the Markham River) starting on the nertheast
side of the Roamer 1" map, while a second party led by Sergeant Ian
Townsend with Brian Murray, Stan Verey and one other OR traversed to
the head-waters of the Snake River near the Wagoc Mission on the Wago
1" map.

In September, 1943, No 1 sub-section received the news they were to be
relieved and return to Port Moresby. They would have to wait until a
jeep convoy was available te transport the party out wia the Bulldog
Read.

While they were waiting Ffor transport the unit was mowved to Healey's
farmhouse, which was a pleasant white painted weatherboard bullding on
stilts (Queensland style). Under the house the area was uscd as a kitchen
and mess room. While at Healey's farm the unit wero able to enjoy good
maals with quite 2 lot of wariety as the preoperty had a wvery good garden
with all types of vegetables and well stocked pawpaw krees.

The rest Erom field work was enjoyed, but technical training was carried
gut each day.
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Warcant Offieer Class 2 Ray Pauley, who was in charge of computing, gave
Instruection in survey computations such as:

Latitude and Longitude from Bearing and Distance
Latitude and Longitude from Co-grdinates
Semigraphic resections

Traverses

Sun observations for azimuth

Other allied wark

It was the beginning of October when the movement order came through
and the psrsonnel set cut on the journey frem wWau to Bulldog, along the
Bulldeg Road passing through Edie Creek, a distance of about 110 kms.
The road had been built by <the Australian Engineers during 1943 as a
back-up supply route for fau and Bulelo. 0n the way down the road the
Uit passed members of the 3pd Company who ware werking their way tp
Wau, The reoad was a single track, only able to be traversed By four-wheel
drive vehicles, as it passed aleng and over precipitous mountain ridges
on its way down to Bulldog which was on the Lakekamu River. The rivar
Was a muddy stream with floating logs, moss covered tress, mosquitoas
and, wvery likely, crocodiles.

The unit transferrad ta powered pentoon barges and, helped by +ha flow
of the stream, reached the mouth of the river in quick time. The camp
At the coast wag at a village called Kukipi &nd Warrant Officer Class
2 HWally gillard elaims it was the most thickly pepulated mosquita area
that he had been in during his time in Mew Guinea.

A small coastal steamer arrived and the unit boarded by being taken out
over the sandbar in small boats, the surf was gquite rough but they finally
9ot on hoard withour getting wat, They arrived hack at 17 Mile HQ an
the 7th October, 1943,

Dering the &% months that Ro 1 sub-section spent in Wau and surrounding
#reas, they had carried osut fielg work and compilations for about 10
map sheets, mainly 1:25000 series, and several special sheets for local
worlk,
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OCTORRER, 1943

Completed compilatiens of some arsas wWere moW ready [or reproduction
and those that were considersd te be off the urgent list were to be sent
to Australiz for repreduction by the &th Aust Army  Topo Survey Cay at
Teowomba. They were put inte the care of Sergeant J. Viccars who left
Port Moresby on the 3rd Dctober for Togwoomnba .

On the '7th October the Bth Sectien once again changed ite name and became
the Yo 2 FPield Section of the Bth Aust Army Tope Survey Coy which was
under the command of Maior L. Lockwood.

Mo 1 sub-section returned to 17 Mile on the 7th October. They ware in
fairly goed condition physically but their clothes were definitely
unserviceable,

The Section was to return to Rustralia and it was eonly 2 matter of time
before the orders came through - im the meantime they were receiving
further training, bath techrical and military. A range shoot was organised
at the Rigo Road range.

Soon after the successful assaults on Las and Finschhafen a further letter
of commendation was recsived by General Blamey from General MacArthur:

Genaral Headguarters
South West Pacifiec aArea.

AoBOOL 500
10th October, 1943.

A.G. 330, 13 (19 oQct. 43) E.
Subject: Commendation.

To: Commander, Allied Land Forces,
South West Pacific Forces.

14 The performance of the 2/1st Australian army Topegraphical Company,
the 3rd Aust Fleld Survey Company and the &th Australian Field
Survey Section of the New Guinea Forces, assisted by a detachment
of the &%th United States Engineer Topographic Cov, towards the
preduction of maps, photomaps and hydrographic charts, is warthy
of high commendation,

25 Great technical difficulties were surmounted in producing and
distributing maps and photomaps, covering more than twalwe thousangd
sguare miles, in time for operatisns, from combat type photography
never before uged in this theatre. Aetronomic lecations wital
te the suceess of the other Allied mapping efforts were obtained
under conditiens af hardship and grave difficulties af
Lransportation and, upon occasions, considerable rick,
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i This untiring effort to provide the combat units with the maps
needed, from the material at hand, reflects great credit upon
the Officers and men of these organisations.

For The Commander-in-Chief
General D. MacArthur
fsgd,) H.W. Allen.
Lieut-Colenel 4.G.0.
Assistant Adjutant General.'

HOVEMBEER, 1943

The establishment of the &th Tepo Company would not allow for the entire
strength of the Bth Section to be attached and some of the persannel
would be posted to other Units in Australia, after leave,

On lst November faurteen of the Seccion left to return to Australia but
it was not certain how many would remain with the Unit and meet again
in Toowoomba.

Ian Laughlin and Bruce Browne were two of the Section posted to other
Companies,

Military training continued until 1200 hours on the 3rd November when
Lievtenant J, cCusack paraded the Saction and informed them they were
on 498 hours notice for movement to Australia.

Preparation and packing for movement began immediately. Sergeant Long
was to be in charge of the unit equipment during the trip to Toowoomba.
He was transported to Fort Moresby and had the equipment: aboard the =55
Ratoomba Ly 2130 hours on the 4th November.

The Unit boarded the Eatoomba at 0B0C hours on the 53th Hovember and the
ship sailed during that moOrning.

It was sixteen months to the day from when the Victorian contingent had
arrived in New Guinea to jein the criginal New Guinea Survey Sectien.

The Section landed at Townsville late on the 7th November and entrained
for Brisbane the following day, Einally arriving at Toowoomba and joining
the &th Tope Company on 11th November.,

After settling inte the new unit and receiving an issue of new clothes
they left te go scuth on leave.

JANUARY-JUNE, 19432

During the six menths January te June 1942 the original Hew Guinsa Survey
fection was being formed and mapping was at that time restricted to local
sketch maps and other assorted work ag reguired by WO New Guinea rorce.



JULY, 1942-NOVEMDER, 1943

buring the siztean manths of operations im Mew Guinea the Section wag
involved in the field work and compilation af the following maps:

L:833€0 total 13
1:25000 total Led -

Locality and special maps
of various scales total 22

The average sick parade attendance during the time in New Guinea was
Approximately 14% per month, wvarying from tha highest in April 1943 gof
28%, to the lowest in July 1943 af 5%, Thae majority of the sick peraonnel
spent scme time in hospital.



ANNEX A

HOMINAL ROLL

Mominal Roll of personnel who served with the Naw Guinea Survey Section,
and the 8th Australian Field Survey Section, March 1942-Novemhar 1943,

March 1942 Transferred from Unit
PIgL Lt. D'Reilly, E,C. 29.12,1942
i Lt. Owers, G. /- 10.11.1942
Lt Davidsan, ¢,EB, June 1942
kg WoIT Krugli, Q.0 9.4.1942
P199 Sqt. Phillips, R.Q, 30.1.1943
BXG2 Sgt. Miller, J.p.G.
Q25 Sgt. Cameron, K, 21.3.1943
p282 Sgt. Cahn, L.G. 6.7.1242
Sgt. Hodakinson, A.G.S. 26.7.1942
0100921 Tl Evans, R.C.
FX15% Cpl. Browne, J.L,
PX1BS5 Cpl. Powell, R.G.
Qx41984 L/Cpl. Weier, G,
B264 Spr. McKenziae, G.R. March 1942
P2&5 Spr. simmaons, 8.V,
P342 Spr. Tealby, F. 5.5.19432
OX43143 Spr. Giblin, k.
0QX41985 Lpr. Thomas, W.L.¥.
Spr. Kennan, . 17,7.1943
spr. Green, A. 12.12.1942
PrE5445 Spr. Skinner, D,F.
Spr. Hines, B.H, 27.7.1942
QXs4139 Spr. Vietor, V.B.
sSpr. Lamberton, W.h. 22.6.1942
Spr. Harrison, K.
May 1942
Capt. Herridge, J.¥,C. 21.4.1943
VX1163159 Wor Heron; L. 13.11.1943
VK116364 WOIT Shera, F.
VXll6ieT WOIT Gillard, W.a,
VHlledes WOTIT MeDonald, E. 13.1.1943
T%12544 /50t Browne, B.H.
VEI 32004 Sgt. Townsend, I.
YX1leleg Sgt. Lang, A.T,
VELla3ao Sgt. Laughlin, ¥.
VX1lleigl Sgt. Vieears, J.%.



May 1942 (Contd.) Transferred from Unit
Wrlleigs L/Sgt. Roche, R.L.

vilileze cpl. Nelson, A.B.

5¥x30820 Cpl. Hartley, T. 13.1.1943
VE116180 Cpl. Day., H.

VillelEl Cpl. Lynch, A.G.

VPGB cpl. Barber, K.

VX131700 Ccpl. Fulton, A,

WE135520 cpl. Gibbs, P.

Vxllei24 cpl. Muorray, B,

VX135503 Cpl. Pearson, N.

V12292 L/Cpl. McHenry, H.E.

VX132040 L/Cpl. Mansfield, R.

VX116123 L/Cpl. Verey, F.W.S.

VX110857 Spr. Kemp, B.W. 15.6.1943
V143547 Spr. Badili Hs

V11910 Spr. Franklin, W.E.

VX1le369 Spr. Wyhoon, T.

V151263 spr. Bogie, R.

VE143720 Spr. Kirby, L.

Vx124340 Spr. Roberts, P.

WXllelg2 Spr. Smale, R. 30.10.19432
Vx1163563 Spr. Q'Brien, P.5.3.

51245 Spr. Scott, 5.

V151044 Spr. Davies, A.P,

October 1942

VX136415 WOl Beer, H.E.C.
HXL1B575 Cpl. Edmonds, H.
%2858 Spr. Brown, L.C.
N21263 Spr., Milpnes, 5.
Hx48523 Spr. Hanh, R.E,
V100761 Spr. Murphy, J.F.L.
H2B135% Spr. Cooke, K.C.
N242789 Spr. GLLY; F.
VXI013BO Spr. Runting, W.J.E.
HNX155809 Spr. Dorreough, M.J.
H273839 Epr. Sutton, W.J. 2B.12.1942
VHL12353 Epr. Gratten, R.A.
NXxllesge Spr. Toms, W.K.
MX134865 L/Cpl. Beadell, L.

L TR
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N1BSE42 Spr. Brawn, A.D. 19.11.1.34?
2R51591 SpTs Weier, E. 12.12.1942
HX131980 Lt., Cusack, 1?.12.]‘3-?2
EX250649 Lk, Camphbell-He s G M 12.12.19493
¥x132050 Spr. Hanafield, 0.P, 28.2.1943
HXSEEEL Cape. Begach, E.H. 21l.49.1943
5¥X9634 WOTT Paulaey, R.J. 8.5.1943

%1123 Spr. Weight, J.M.

Wx1190a0 Spr. Punch, §.

"LEN BEADELL

Inland roadbuilder was last e'Xpléi'i?éi? %

Bushman and surveyor
Born: April 21, 1923
Died: May 12, 1595

LEN Beadell, the bushman who
helped bulld 8000km of roads
BCrOsS some of Australly's harsh-

est country, has died in Adelalde

at 72,

Mr Beadell, “last of the true
explorers”, opened up huge areas
with roads through the Northern
Territory and South Australia,

‘and aeross the Cibson, Great

Sandy and Great Vietora de
serts In the 19508 and 19605
After serving in New Gulnea in
World War II, Mr Beadell re
tumed with the Army Survey
Corps and began work at the
Woomera rocket ranges in 1947,

He surveyed atomlc testing

sltes at Emu and Maralinga be
fare dedicating the next 20 years
to exploring and roadmaking
across the continent, working for
the Department of Supply.
Later he worked as 8 guide for
a tour operator ln Central Aus-

tralla, coverlng many of the
roads he bulll years earlier,
He wrote six books about his.'
experiences, Ineluding Tog Long,
it The Bush, Blast The Bush and
The End of an Era, . Bl
In 1989 Mr Beadell wag"
awarded the Order of Australia
fur public services and services
to literature. He also recefved an:
Advance Australia Award and o
British Empire Medal. . ..
He was burfed at Gawler in
South Australla on May 17,




MNNEX B

AN OUTLINE OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE NEW GULNEA SURVEY SECTION

{Later known as 8 Field Survey Section A.I.F.)

These biographical notes are based on unit nominal rolls and information
provided by formec members of the unit. "

In all, 82 officers and men ars known to have served in the unit. Thay
came from Papua, Hew Guinea and from every State in the Commonwealth.

The ranks shown are the last known ranks held in the unit. In a few
instances, service numbers are not known,

Some 50 officers and men could not be traced, and information about them
would be particularly walcomed,

& & & W 0w = # "

vX 143547 SPR RAYMOND BALL. 8srn in Melbourne on 7.6,.24. Educated at
Warrnambool Technical Cellege and Ballarat School of Mines. Preenlistment,

engineering and survey draftsman, MMBW, gne of the Cclac weoluntes=rs.
Meumt Ball, near Uberi (Papua) is named after him. FPostwar, MSE({London])
and ARSE. Held senisr engineering, suzveying and drafting appointments

West Africa.

in Australia, MWew Zealand, Papua, MNauru, United Kingdaom 2
Fresently, & civil engingering consultant in Adelaide, South Australla.

vP ©873 CPL KEITE JAMES BARBER. Sorn at Quesnscliff, WVictaoria, 18.2.22,
Fducated at Queenscliff and Gorden Inmstitute of Technology, Geelon,

Victoria. Enlisted in Permanent Military Forces (RAR) an 7.3.40. One
of the Colac voluntoers., Remained in the army postwar and retired 311.7.74
a MWarrant Officer - and a Corps legend - after nearly 15 Years sarvice.

one of his current interests is the Fort Queenscliff War Moseum; Keith
is liwing at Queensclifi.

NX 5560 CAPT J.E.M. BEACH. Joined unit and replaced Capt John lerridge
ag OC on 21.4.43, fReturned from Wau 27.8.43 for 24 days home leave.
pid not rejoin unit, which was to become part of 6th Topo Svy Coy. Later
histeory unknown,

WX 134865 L/CPL LEN BEADELL. Born in West Pennapt Hills, HM.S.W., an
21.4.23. FEducated at Sydney Grammar. Bmployed in Sydney Water Board
Survey GSranch before enlisting in December 1941, Served with 2nd Field
Survey Coy befeore jeining unit in Hew Guinea as reinforcement on 29.10.42,
Postwar, accompanied CSIRO expedition te Arnhem Land, N.T., and later
survey work at Woomera Rocket Range. Subseguently became Central
Australian Surveyor, road builder, explorer and author.

v¥ 136415 WOl H.E.C. (HARRY) BEER. Brought 13 reinforcements te upit
on 129.10.42. ©Details of Harry's e.v. and subseguent history are not
available. Deceased.




Vv 1512631 SPR ROBERT BOGIE. oOne of the Colac velunteers., Could not be
traced when unit histery was being prepared.

¥ 185242 SPR A.D. BROWN. Joined unit as reinforcement 19.11.42. Could
not hé traced when unit history was being prepared.

N 99858 SPR L.C. BROWN. Joined unit as reinfarcement 29.10.42. Cguld
not be traced when unit history was being prepared.

TX 12344 S5/S5GT BRUCE BROWNE. Born ip Hobart, Tasmania, eon 3.5.23.

Educated at Claremont, Tasmania, and Hobart Techniecal College. Junigr
salesman hefore enlistment. One of the Colac wolunteers. Rfter unit
disbanded, served with 2/lst Topo Svy Cov. Retiurned to retail trade
after the war. 4

BY 159 CPL JOHN BROWNE. Believed to have been an architect in Sydney,
N.5.W., before going to Papua some time before Japan entered the war,
One of the ariginal NG survey section, Postwar, an architect with Horth
Sydney Council for many years, Ueceased,

P 262 SGT LESLIE CAAN. An architeet from WVictoria, went to Port Moreshy
in 1940, and was one of the survey section formed there in March 19243,
Returned to Australia 20.7.42 to join an engineer unit. Deceased,

025 SGT KENNETH CAMERON. Born in Lismere, H.5.W., eon 11.3.05, Educated
a4t Beechmont, Queensland, MWerang, Queensland and Southpsrt, Queensland.
Accountant and Works Manager before entlistment. Jeined NG Survey Sectien
from 49th Battalion 7.3.42. Left unit 21.3.43 on leave, then raposted
ta 5 Fd Svy Cay. Postwar, took Commerce and Law degress and became men
FProsecutor. HNeow living in retirement in Herston, Queensland.

5X 25064 LT GEORGE CAMPBELL-KENNEDY. Born in Millicent, Scuth Australia
21.1.18. EBducated at HKadina, South Australia, and adelaide tigh Schaol,
A survey cadet prior to enlistment. Joined unit in Wew Guipnea 12.12.42
as reinforcement lieutenant and took command of No 2 Sub Seetion. Postwar,
served with South Australia Department of Lands, becoming Surveyor General
{1969-1978) .

N 281355 BPR RK.C. COORE. Joined unit as reinforcement 29.10,42. Ceuld
not be traced whan uni: history was belng prepared.

NX 131200 LT E.J. (JACK) EU‘%ACK Joined wnit 12.12.42 and took command
Sharad w

of- e 1 Bection n Cpl Murray and Spr Ball the distinctien
of having a m cain in Uberi area named after him {(Cusack's Twin
Peaks and nearby Mt Murray and Mt Ball)

LT C.B. DAVIDSON. Cne of the original NG Survey GSection. Invalided
out in June 1942 with blackwater fever, Could not he traced when upit
history was being preparead.

¥V 151044 SPR A.P, (JOE) DAVIES. One of the Colac wvolunteers, Ceuld
not be traced when the unit history was being prepared.
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V¥ 116180 CPL NAROLD THOMAS DAY. Born in Melbourne on %.9.2L. Educated
at Bendigo and Scotch College, Melbourne. Student before enlistment.
ome of the Celas wveolunteers. Postwar, graduated MB, BE3. Genperal
practitioner in Geelong, Victoria and Maroochydere, Quaeensland, for many
years, then Community Health BService. Hew retired in Coolum Beach,
Queensland.

WX 159809 SPR M.J. (MATT) DORROUGH. Joined unit as reinforcement 29.10.42.
Could not be traced when unit history was being preparad.

N% 112575 CPL H. EDMONDS. Jolned unit as reinforcement 2%,10.42. Could
not be traced when unit history was being prepared.

0 100921 CPL ROBERT CHARLES EVANS. Born Kingaroy, Quesnsland, on 9.2.22.
Educated at Shornoliffe, Brisbane. Prewar, Draftsman with Brisbane City
Ceuncil. Postwar, real estate salesman, prawn £isherman, ail company
surveyor, bmilder (Beenleigh, Queensland). Died 7.2.84. Beb's sister
married L/Cpl Stan Verey.

% 11910 SPR WILLIAM FRANELIN. One of the Celac velunteers. Could net
be traced when unit history was being prepared.

V¥ 131700 CPL ALEX PULTON. One of the Colac volunteers. betails of
his c.v. were not available when this unit list was being prepared.

VX 135520 SGT PHILIP GIBBS. Bern in Maryborgugh, Victeria, 14.2.14.
Educated at Maryborough, then Joined WVictoria Railways. one of the
griginal Colac wvolunteers. Pastwar, farmed £for 30 years at Majores,
Victoria, before becoming a businessman in Dalby. gueensland, and
Tooweomba, Queensland.

0x 43143 SPR KEVIN GIBLIN. One of the Queensland infantrymen wha joined
the unit em 7.3.42. <Could not be traced when the unit history was being
prepared.

N 242789 SPR JOE GILL. Joined unit a8 reinforcement 29.10.42. Could
not be traced when the unit history was being prepared.

wX 116367 WOII WALTER ALFRED GILLARD. Born in GSwan Hill, Victoria, on
12.11.12. Educated Swan Hill., Before enlistment, Junior teacher, then
managed parents' Earm at Flangit, Victoria, before opening small business
in East Malwern, Victoria, One of the Colac volunteers, Postwar, remained
with Survey Corps, leaving in 1965 as Captain (Acting) to become Senior
braftsman with Tasmanian Lands Department. Presently living in retirement
in Lindicfarpe, Tasmania.

Y% 112353 SPR R.A. GRATTON. Joined unit as reinforcement 22.10.42.
could not be traced when this unit histary was being prepared.

SPR ATHOL GREEN. oOne of the twelve who Jjoined the unit on 7.3.42 from
49 Bn and NGF Training Centre. Transferred to 2/3 Bn 28.12.42. Could
net be traced when the unit history was being prepared.

NX 48523 SPR R.E. (BOB) HANN, Joined unit as reinforcement 29.10.43.
could not be traced when this unit history was heing prepared.




5PR KEN MARRISON. One of the twelve transferred to the unit Frem 49
Bn and MNGF Training cCentre con 7.3.42. Could not be traced when this
unit histary was being prepared.

5X 30890 CPL 'fOM HARTLEY. ©One of the Colar volunteers. Left onit 13.1.43
to joein Aust Army Photo Interpretation Unit., <Could not be traced when
the unit history was being prepared.

YR 116359 WOI L., [LEN) HERON. Born at Hawthorn, Vietoria, on 13.4.19,
Educated at Swinbourne Technical Cellege and RMIT. Part-time student

in surveying. Articled pupil in survaeying before enlistment. One of
the Colac wvoluntesrs, Left unit in Wau when selected for OCTU subseguently
commisdsioned 4and Joined 3rd Pield Survey Coy. Postwar, gualified as

Licensed GSurveyer in 1947, Joined &State Electricity Commissien of
Victoria. Was Principal Surveyor of Commission's Distribution Department
on retirement. Mow living at Dromana, Victeoria.

W CAPT J.K.C. (JOHM) HERRIDGE. Folleowing serviece in the middle East,
took the Colac wolunteers to Hew Guinea as 0C, HG Survey Section. Left
unit eon 21.4.43, Further details of his ¢.v. were net available when
the uhit history was being orepared.

SPR P.H. HINES. One of the twelve transferred to the unit from 49 Bn
and MGF Training Centre on 7.3.42, Could not be traced when the unit
history was being prepared.

S5GT GERRY NODGHINSON. one @f the twelve transferred to the unit from
49 Bn and NGF Training Centre on 7.3.42. Transfarred to Queensland L
of C on 26,7.42. Could not be traced when unit hisgtory wae being prepared,

VX 110657 SPR BARRY FKBEMP. One of the Ceclac wvolunteers. While in Wau
with No 1 sub section, transferrped to 2/5 Bn 19.6.43. Pied of wounds
shortly afterwards.

SFR WALLY KEENAM. ©ne of the twelwe whe jeined the umit on 7.3.42 from
49 Bn and NGF Training Centre. Returped to Australia 17.7.43. Could
not be traced when unit history was being preparad,

rH WOIl OTTO KRUTLI. A surveyor, and one of the original NG Survey
ion, he was born in Edrope, possibly in Hungary. Returned to Australia
Further details of his E£.v. were not known when the unit history

ng preparsad.

of the Colac wvolunteers. tould not be

VX 143790 SPR LEO KIRBY.
h ing prepared.

traced when unic history was

SFR W.A. LAMBERTON. (ne of the twelve tranasferred te the unit frem 49
Bn and HNGF Training Centre on 7.3.42. Transferred to 30 .BEn 22.6.42.
Could not be traced when unit history was being prepared.

vx 116360 SGT IAN LAUGHLIN. Born in Kerang, Victoria, on 20.6.23.
Educated at HKerang. Clark and shop assistant before enlistment. dng
of the woriginal Celac wvolunteers. Pestwar, returned to Herang, married
his boyhood sweetheart and opened a sporting goods store.
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V¥ 116368 SGT ALAN (TED) LONG., Born din Melbourne 4.11,2L. Educated

Bolmont Frimary and Geelong High. Pupil surveyor before -enlistment.
Postwar, Jjoined Garlick and GStewart, consulting engineers and land
curveyors. In 1979 became a partner, and retired in 1987 as a Directar

in the company.

VX 116181 CPL ALEX LYNCH. One of thé Colac volunteers. Postwar, director
of a buyilding and structural engineering company. New lives in Toorak,
Victoria.

VX 116365 WOII BERNIE McDOMALD. One of the Colac volunteers. Left unit
13.1.43 te join Aust Army Photo Interpretation Unit. Could not be traced
when unit history was being prepared.

Vv 12292 L/CPL H.E. (HMAC) McHENRY. A CGreat War veteran from Woodend,
victeoria, and a scmetime shearer's cook. one of the Colac wvoelunteers.
Mac must have been well over the maximum age [or active service when
he arrived in Hew Guinea. Mac's subseguent history is not known.

PX 92 CORDON McKENWIIE. Born at Randwick, W.5.W., on 23.12.20. Educated
at Daceyville and Sydney Technical Cellege. Four years' articles with
Sydney architect before jeining Commonwealth Works Department in Port
Moreshy in 1941, One of the ariginal NG Survey Sectien. Later transferred
to Angau. Postwar, private practise as architect in Port Moreshy and
Sydney. Pricgr to retirement, Chief Architest, Department of Main Roads,
FRAIA, AILA, ASTC, DipLo{unsW). MNHow living in Woy Woy, H.5.W.

YX 137966 SPR 0©.P. (OSSIE} MANSPIELD. Born in Xypeton, Victoria, on

15.2.19. ©Pducated at Sedgwick, via Bendigo, WViectoria. worked on farmg,
prehards, in sawmills and as a truckdriver before enlistment, doined
unit on 2B.2.43 after being 'claimed' by his brothar. Postwar, Ossie

worked as an owner-driver wgesneral carrier, including leg hauling and
general trucking for 40 years. He now lives in Brisbane, Queensland.

L/CPL RAY MANSFIELD. One of the Colac volunteers. Details of his o.v.
and subseguent hicstory were not available when these notes were being
prepared. Ray 'claimed' his brother Ossie (see above). Deceased.

PX 62 56T JAMBS MILLER. Born in Melbourne, Victoria, 5.8.13. Educated
in &Sydney and Melbourne. attended Sydney University bhefore joining
Australian Petroleum Co as surveyor on oil exploration in Papua and Wew
Guinea. One of the original NG Survey Section. Returned to New Guinea
postwar as Chief Surveyor for APC. Later, held aenior eivil awiation
appointments in New Guinea and Australia. Wow living ip retirement in
Sydney, MN.5.W.

B 21263 SPR S. MILNES. Joined unit as reinforcement on 29,10.42. <Could
not be traced for unit history.

vX 100761 SPR J.P.L. (JOOM) MURPEY. Joined unit as reinforcement an
29.10.42. Believed to have come from Ballarat, Victoria. Could not
be traced for unit history.

VX 116124 CPL BRIAN MURRAY. Borhi  in  Hobart, Tasmania, eon 27.12.22.
Educated at Kyneton, Victoria. Pre-enlistment, public serwvant (AHQ).
One of the Colac wvolunteers. Mount Murray near Uberi (Papua) is named
after him. Later enlisted in RAAF aircvew. Postwar, MCom|Melbl. Labeour
market and industrial marker research before working on  first
mustralia-Japan Trade Agreement. Senior immigration appointments in
Mustralia, Britain and Scandinsvia. Fresently a Canberra consultant.
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VX 131526 CPL ALAN HBLSON. Born Melbourne 8.9.22. Pducated State School,
Essendon High School, RMIT. One of the Colac wolunteers. AMF-AIF 1948-56
Malaya. Architect's practice, G.D. pilet, RAF (Comm] Far EBast, MAF=Malaya
and Far PBast. 1956-59 architeect's practice and commercial photographer,
Queensland — University of Queensland and University of Melbourne, 1960=79
M.D, Roy Grounds and Co., Victorian Arts Centre, designer, Hobart Casino.
1965-79 Architect of the restoration of the Shrine of Remembrance,
Melbourne. 2 legi Melbaurne, June 1977 DBE fer
in particular, the planning of
atired, Farming. Hom Arch Shrine.
OBE, FRAIA, AFAIM.

(CEIPS) O'BRIBN. One of the older Colac wolunteers,
: y woncealed the loss of one eye at at least three Army
medical examinations: when he ortiginally enlisted for homa daefence,
when he volunteered for New Guinea, and when he was accepted for the
AIF. He survived the war and when last heard of, was living in a country
town in north-west Victoria.

P 381 LT RUGENE O'REILLY. A government surveyor, he was transferred
fraom GO0, HGF on 2.3.42 and promoted Lt as 0G, Mew Guinea Survey Section,
on 1l.3.42. Returned to Australia on leave 29.12.43; after which he
was posted to § Field Survey Co.

NGX 369 LT N. [GERRY) OWERS. Born in Inverell, NSW, on 12.4.07. Pre-war,

licensed surveyor inm Wau, MNew Guinea. Served with NGVR in Kanga Farce
befare joining New Guinea Survey Sectien (foregeing based on official
history, ‘'South-West Pacific Area FPirst Year', pSén). Dwar's Corner

on the Kokoda Trail is npamed after him. Left unit 10.11.42 but led some
of itz later field parties, eg the ABAU-SAPIA cperations.

VX 135503 CPL HNEIL (WINGY) PEARSON. Born in Melbourne ap 12.7,23.
Educated in Albert Park, Victoria. Pre-war, a commercial artist and
draftsman (three years]. One of the Colac wolunteers. Pogtwar, a

freelance commercial artist until jeining SEC, Victoria, on survey drafting
and illustrating for 19 years before taking up a senior survey drafting
position with MMBW from 1969 +e 1943, Now retired and 1living in
Warrandyte, Victaria.

EX 96894 WOII RAY PADLEY. Joined unit B.5.43 from 2/1st Aust Army Topo
5 s Coul i is

suy Cey. Could not be traced for this unit hi

P 199 SGT RALPH

T North

PHILLIES. Bern in Sydney, W8W, on 1.3.0B. Bducated
n ¥ of Sydney. Architect in Port Moreshby
re epnlistment. One of the original NG Survey Section. Postwar,
ecame Professor of Architesture, Sydney.

w
o

S
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Ex 185 CPL RAY POWELL. An architect, and one of the original NG Survey
Section. Details of his c.v., were not available at the time these unit
bicgraphical notes were being prepared, but Ray is presently living in
Cremarne, WNSH.

NX 119090 SPR &, PUNCH. Shown on nominal rell as having transferred
into the unit but no further information is available about him. A voung
New Seouth Welshman about elghteen years old joined Be 1 sub section at
Wau with 'Warwick' {who was probably Sapper J.M. Wright, g.v.) and this
may well have heen Sapper Punch. If so, he did one field trip on the
Mubo Track with €pl Murray but had te return to Wau when he Became 111,
and may have been evacuated. Mo further information on him is available,



WX 124340 SPR PGTER ROBERTS. One of the Colac wvolunteers. Boker's c.v.
was not available when these biographical notes were being prepared. :

VX 116306 L/SGT ROBERT ROCHE. Born Portland, victoria, in 1916. Surveyer
and engineer pre-war. Rejected as medically unfit for AIF and inined
CMF. One of the original Colac volunteers. After several months in
Bew Guinea, accepted as medically fit to eplist in AIF. Postwar, became
Shire FEngineer apd Bullding Surveyor befere entering private practice.
Bob now lives in Bendigo.

VX 10138) S5PR W.J.E. (WES) RUNTING. Jcined wnit as reinforcement 29.10.42.
Wes mow liwves in Croydon, Victoria., but details of hiz e.v. were not
available when these biegraphical notes were being prepared.

5 1245 SPR STEWART (SCOTTY) SCOTT. One of the Colac volunteers,
Transferred out medically unfit several months after unit arrived in
Hew Guinea. Scotty's subsequent history is not known,

VX 116364 WOII FRANK SHERA. One of the Ceclac volunteers. Details of
his c.w. are pot available. Deceased.

P 265 SPR B.V. (VINCE} SIMMONS. A clerk, was ons of the original NG
Survey Section. Vince's subsequent history is not krnown.

QX 55445 SPR DES SKINWER. One of the twelwve transferred to the unit
from 49 Bn and NG Training Centre en 7.3.42. Des' stbsequent history
is not known.

VX 116182 SPR RON SMALE. One of the Colac wolunteers. Medical svacuation
from Port Meresby en 30.10.42, Never fully recovered, and died 1B.1.50
while svill in hie mid twenties. Kis widow, Jean, lives at Maryborough,
Victoria.

N 273839 SPR W.J. SUTTON. Joined unit as reinforcement 29,10.42. Details
of his suhseguent histery are not available.

P 342 SPR FP. TEALBY. One of the original MG Survey Section. Left unit
5.5.42, His subseguent history is not known.

UX 41985 SPR WILLIAM THOMAS. One of the Queensland infantrymen who joined
the unit on 7.3.42. His subsequent history is not known.

NX 118586 SPR W.K. (HANK]) TOMS, Joined unit as reinforcement 29.10.42.
Bis subsequent history is net knewn.

VX 132004 SGT IAN TOWNSEND. Born Melbourne on 29.9.22. Educated at
tiddle Park and Wesley Collegs, Victoria. Pre-war, shert term articled
surveyor. dne eof the Colac wvolunteers. Pastwar, graduated M™MB, BS,
Malbourne University. Practised in Essendon and Abbotsford hefore maving
to Gold Coast, Queensland, private practice twanhty vYears ago. Presently
living at Coolangatta, Queensland.

VXK 116123 L/CPL STAN VEREY. Born in paylesford, Victoria on 10.11.22,
Educated at Daylesford and Ballarat Grammar, One of the Celac volunteers.
With Cpl Brian Murray did unit's last field trip from Wauw through Upper
Snake Valley to 'Jap Track' between Lae and Salamaua. Postwar, returned
to Daylesford and hecame fourth generation Funeral Pirector in family
firm {st 18B2). Married to sister of Cpl R.C. (Bob) Evans.




VX 116361 S5GT JACK STEWART VICCARS. Born Geelong 7.11.22. Started work
in an architect's office and studied architecture for three years hefore
joining the AHQ Cartegraphic Coy eon 25.3.41. Transferred to the 3zd
Field sSurvey Coy during May 'G‘.‘., served in Mew Guinea with the 8th
RIF Erom July 18942 to October 1843,
o 2 Field Sectien of the &th
menths in Queensland; returned
on 2.4.45. He was discharged

ed his father in his building
o ::qb'ap:hxc*l Survey Coy CMF during
EE and served until 27.1.60. He
1 now lives with his wifae,

Australian Field BSurvey Se
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0X 54139 SPR VINCE VICTOR. one of the twelve transferred to the unit
from 4% Bn and NGF Training Centre on 7.3.42. When last heard of, some
months before the war ended, Vince was on Balipapin. His subseguent
history is not knawn.

QX 41084 L/CPL GRORGE WEIER. Born in Caboolture, (ueensland eon 27.7.18.
Educated a2t Morayfield, Queensland. Farmer pre-war. One of the Queensiand
infantrymen who Jjoined the original NG Surwvey Section on 7.3.42. Claimed
his younger breother, Ted, who Jjoined the wnit on 12.12.42. Fostwar,
sharefarmed in the Macalister district of the Darling Downs befogre buying
the property. Continued farming until his death on 11.9.83, Gearges's
wife, Linda, now liwes in Dalby, Queensland.

QX 51591 SPR E. (TED) WEIER. Born 27.3.20. BEducated at Morayfield,
Queensland. Pre=war, pineapple and dairy farming on his parents' farm.
Claimed by his hrother, George, and joined unit on 12.12.42 £from Bn.
Postwar, returned toc farming. Now farme 2,400 agres, all grain. Has
lived on the same property at Macalister, near Dalby, for 40 years.

0X 31123 SPR J.M. WRIGHT. ¥ the 'Wacwick' mentioned in
the wunit history, so named after his hometown of Warwiek, Queensland.
Somewhat older than most o the unit, probably in his early thirties
4t the time. nit in New Guinea as a reinforcement,
praobably ea history is not known.

VX 11536‘3 SPR TERRY WYBOON. oOne of the Colac volunteers, 'Typhoon' was

ne youngest members aof the unit, several of whom were reputed
one reinforcement 18 - when they arrived in New Guinea.
«¥. and his subseguent history are nok known.

L T T T



M medical [ootnote

Information provided by former members of the unit indicates that:
* BS5 per cent of the field men suffered from malaria

* 90 per cent of the unit suffered from dengue fever

* more than &0 per cent suffered from tropical ulcers, and

5 aLaut &0 per cent suffered from dysentry.

Tropical ringworm and other skin diseases were almost universal.

Official sickness rates understate the true incidence of malaria, ers,
since away from HQ there was ne way of reporting sick - and no point

in trying to.

s A R w R o

Correctiens and/or additiens to these entries, and particularly infarmation
concerning those who could not be traced for the unit history, should
be sent to:

GC.P.O. Box 141,
Canberra. A.C.T. 2601.




Heal Pegarsen Ray Ball

Foot of Golden Stairs between Uberi Village and
Ioribaiwa Village, 16th August, 1942, on Kekeda Trail

George Weigr Des Skinner Bill Thomas

Hauro Village, 17th August, 1942 on Kokoda Trail

Lan Townsend Bill Thoemas teil Pearson

AN



Carrier Boys at Uberi Village, August 1942
Start of Kokoda Trail

Uberi Village, 15th August, 1942

Feter Roherts George Weier Des Skinner Ray Ball Bob Evans Neil Fearson

Uberi village, l6éth August, 1942

Front: Neil Pearsen Ian Tewnsend
Back: Harocld Day  Peter Roberxts
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HQ 17 Mile, ‘Port Moreshy

Dack Row: Athol Greene, Wally Gillard, alan Nelsan, Tan Townsend,

Leo Kirby, Bob Bogle

Front Row: Alec Fulton, Stewart Seatt, Barry Kemp



B 17 Mile, Port Moresby, December, 1942

Standing: Bill Franklin, Peter Roberts, Fhil Gibkbs, Bab Bogie,
Ian Laughlin, Ted Weier, Ray Ball, Bluey Milnes

Siteing: Harry Beer, Leo Kirby, Matt Dorrough, Mac McHenry,
Joe Davies, Ted Long, Jack Viccars, Neil Pearson,
Bruce Browne, Len Beadel

3_i'~ﬁﬁ_

Port Moresby Area

hlex Lynch

4 |

Port Moresby Area

Ray Ball Bill Thomas Bob Evans Bobk Roche




Port Moresby Area

vince Vigtor Een Cooke Stan Veray Ted Long hthel Greene Des Skinner

Port Moresby Area
Red Scar Bay

Jack Viccars Alan Helson Keith Barbsr

Part Moresby Area
Lunch

George Weier Jim Millar Des Skinnar



Port Moresby Area
Plane Tabling

Alex Lynch

Flane Tabling and Photo Annotation
Port Moresby Area

Back How: Les Brewn, Wally Gillard, Harold Day, George Weier, Jack Viccars
Front Row: Wes Runting, Harry Wyhoon, Foy Gratton
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Remembrance Ceremony
at
The Carriers' Memorial
By
The New Guinea Survey Section
(8th Field Survey Section A.LF)

Canberra Services Club, Manuka A.C.T
10.00 am Thursday, 3 August 1995



Order of Ceremony

10.00 am Wreath-laying party, members of the New Guinea
Survey Section, next-of-kin and guests assemble beside the

Carriers' Memorial at the Canberra Services Club, Manuka

ACT,

The Address

Vesterday, we met al the Tomb of the Unknown
Australian Soldier to pay (ribute to our comrades in
the old New Guinea Survey Section.

loday, we stand beside the poignant statue of a young
Papuan, one of the 'Fuzzy Wuzzy angels’, leading a
wounded Digger to safety.

The Anzacs had Simpson and his donkey. We had

" The Carriers’.

None of us who saw the stretcher cases on the Kokoda
will ever forget the carriers who bore them to safety.
None of us who served in forward areas will ever
forget the kai lines that sustained us.

None of us who served away from the mainforce areas
will ever forget the carriers who went with us or the
villagers who unfailingly gave us their supporl.

We saw, first hand, their contribution to the allied
victory in the South West Pacific.

We, and all Australians, owe them «a debt of honour
which can never be repaid.

Today, at our unit's first reunion for 52 years, we
acknowledge that debt.



Wreath-laying
The Ode

From Laurence Binyon's For the Fallen'

They shall grow not old, as we who are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn,
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.

The response
We will remember them
The Last Post

(one minute silence)
The Rouse

This concludes the ceremony and the wreath-laying party,
members of the umt, next-of-kin and guests leave.
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