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A note from the Editor 

For the articles and information in this newsletter I thank Charlie Watson, John Bullen, John 

Mobbs, Dawn Laing, Andrew McLeod, Lyle Camp and Fred Brown for their contributions and 

efforts.  I look forward to continuing support from you all for those long lost photos and 

stories for the newsletters next year. 

I hope that many of you will take the opportunity to catch up with mates at the Christmas 

Happy Hour at 5pm on Thursday 14th December at The Duxton Bar and Restaurant at O’Connor 

shops.  But I do know that some will be on holiday at that time so I take the opportunity now 

to wish you and your families a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY and healthy NEW YEAR.  

Peter Jensen 

Editor/President pajmjensen@gmail.com 

 

Canberra Newsletter 

mailto:pajmjensen@gmail.com
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National Remembrance Day Commemoration at the 

Australian War Memorial – 11th November 
By Peter Jensen 

 

Australia’s Federation Guard (AFG) march on with the band of the Royal Military College Duntroon 

RAAF Wing 

Commander plays 

the didgeridoo. 

Parade 

Commander is the 

Major OC AFG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Governor-

General of the 

Commonwealth of 

Australia, His 

Excellency, 

General the 

Honourable Sir 

Peter Cosgrove AK 

MC (Retd) and Lady 

Cosgrove lay the 

national wreath on 

the Stone of 

Remembrance at 

the Australian War 

Memorial 
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Canberra Survey Corps Association Remembrance Day 

Dinner – 11th November 
By Peter Jensen 

The annual Remembrance Day dinner of our Association was held on Remembrance Day at the 

Italian Haig Restaurant in Civic.  The tradition of this being the annual dinner started in 1965, 

the Jubilee year of the formation of the Australian Survey Corps, and the year that the 

Canberra Survey Corps Association was formed.  The eleven of us who attended this year 

applauded Charlie Watson for his efforts in organising this dinner and indeed the dinners of 

the past four decades.  We then toasted ‘the memory of fallen comrades and all those who 

served in the Royal Australian Survey Corps’.  Those who attended unanimously supported 

continuing the annual dinner.  A very enjoyable evening, and once again the restaurant staff 

waited for us to leave so they could clean and close up. 

Survey SNAGA Golf Day – 10th November 
By Peter Jensen with photos from Andrew McLeod 

This year six of us teed off at Narrabundah Public Golf Course to compete for the coveted 

Survey SNAGA trophy which goes to the ‘most noteworthy event’ of the day.  You do not have 

to be a golfer to be competitive in this competition.  Thanks to Andrew McLeod for organising 

the day.  Last year’s winner John Gregs brought the trophy up from Narooma (one year we 

will get to play there at what is arguably Australia’s most picturesque golf course) for the 

occasion.  For the first time in a few years John did not win, with the well deserved honour 

going to Rob McHenry.   

The winner was this lie in the rough, where 

Rob’s ball sat up on this tiny tuft of green 

grass waiting for his next expert shot.  This 

was probably Rob’s only errant tee shot 

where he was normally straight down the 

fairway scoring four birdies (one of the 

feathered type which survived the 

encounter without a problem).  

Other players were Andrew McLeod, John 

Gregs, John Mobbs also up from the coast, 

Owen Moss and Peter Jensen 
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Owen chipping-on, John Gregs on the green and Peter watching 

 

 

 

 

Be warned – but the meaning of 

‘ordinary conduct of the game of golf’ 

could perhaps be argued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Peter’s amphibious approach to the 14th, 

Mum and Dad duck knew it was safer for the 

family to be on the fairway than in the water 
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John Gregs great head-

down and follow-

through as the ball flys 

to the par 3 green – at 

that stage we thought 

that might have won 

with the nearest the 

pin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of Owen’s many perfect tee-shots – this 

one with an iron - with the ball heading 

straight towards the pin over the water 

hazard  
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Battle of Passchendaele 100 years ago – 1st Anzac Corps 

Topographic Section 
By Peter Jensen 

One hundred years ago, from August to November 1917, the five Australian Infantry Divisions 

and the New Zealand Division of 1st and 2nd Anzac Corps were part of the British Armies major 

offensive, the Third Battle of Ypres, or what became popularly known as the Battle of 

Passchendaele. The strategic objective was to seize the salient Passchendaele ridge 

overlooking the coast and then advance to destroy the Belgian coastal German U-boat bases, 

from which submarines were destroying supply ships in the North Atlantic and the North Sea.  

The first month, August, was an un-mitigating disaster for the British when the offensive got 

bogged down in the Flanders mud after the wettest August in more than 50 years. After 

drying conditions the offensive recommenced in September with the two Anzac Corps in the 

next four major battles east of Ypres - Menin Road, Polygon Wood, Broodseinde, 

Poelcappelle.  By mid-October Anzac units had suffered staggering losses and were totally 

exhausted – but a fighting patrol of one battalion did get to the Passchendaele village church 

but withdrew as the Germans were not there and the Australians did not have sufficient force 

to hold the ground. The Anzac Corps were relieved as the main attacking force by the 

Canadian Corps which went on to capture Passchendaele village and ridgeline on 10th 

November.  The offensive to the coast was then cancelled.  The name of the village 

Passchendaele became synonomous with senseless slaughter as by late October the German 

U-boat success rate had fallen to sinking less than one percent of ships in Allied convoys.  The 

British Prime Minister, Lloyd George, was shocked that the Allies had lost more than 271,000 

killed and wounded to advance only five miles for no major objective gained.  Australian 

casualties of 38,000 over two months, including 8,000 dead, was the worst for any similar 

period of the war.   This was a tragic and most difficult time for not only the soldiers, and 

female nurses who were also amongst the casualties, but also those at home when they learnt 

of the personal sacrifices and the scale of the national loss.  Most of this ground was retaken 

by the Germans in their big March 1918 offensive. In early 1918, the five Australian divisions 

were reorganised into the Australian Corps and moved to France for the remainder of the 

war. 

Not unexpectedly this period was the busiest for 1st Anzac Corps Topographic Section since it 

was formed a few months earlier in February 1917.  The establishment of the section, the 

work that the section did, how it was done, working conditions, who did it, what equipment 

was used etc. is best described in the unit war diaries (links Sep, Oct and Nov 1917  

following).  But the diaries give no hint of the carnage which was happening close around 

them.  https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1344609 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1344711   

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1346277  

It was during this battle that Topographer 1448 Sergeant Norman Harold FINLASON, age 27, 
surveyor, from Brighton VIC was recommended for the Military Medal. 
 

  

  

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1344609
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1344711
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1346277
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The Kokoda and Gona-Sanananda-Buna campaigns 

commemorated 75 years later 

By Peter Jensen 

 

On 2nd November the Australian War Memorial Last Post Ceremony, observed every day, 

commemorated the Kokoda and Gona-Sanananda-Buna campaigns in Papua in the Second 

World War.  It was 75 years to the day since the village of Kokoda was reoccupied by troops 

of the 25th Aust Infantry Brigade, 7th Australian Division, as the Japanese hastily abandoned 

the area on their fighting withdrawl to the beachheads where they were defeated two 

months later.   It was more than four months since the 39th Infantry Battalion and elements of 

the Pacific Island Battalion had first trekked the Kokoda Trail from Port Moresby across 

heights of up to 7,000 feet in the Owen Stanley Range to secure the small grass airfield on 

the Kokoda plateau, being the only airfield between Port Moresby and the north coast, and to 

protect the US Army engineers who were planning on building airstrips near the coast behind 

the Buna area.  This was disrupted on 21st July when a large Japanese force of about 6000 

troops landed at Buna and Gona beaches and advanced rapidly westerly to capture Kokoda on 

29th July.  An Australian battalion level counter-attack on Kokoda failed on 9th August. The 

Japanese offensive then turned south to advance on Port Moresby, along the axis of the 

Kokoda Trail, being delayed for more than six weeks by major defensive actions of the 

Australian force. The Japanese captured the village Ioribaiwa, nearly within sight of Port 

Moresby, then abandoned the campaign on 26th September in favour of resources being 

redirected to Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands where they were suffering major setbacks.  

After major offensive actions back along the trail the Australians reoccupied Kokoda on 2nd 

November. The next major battle was along the Kokoda-Gona road at Oivi-Gorari five miles 

west of the Kumusi River.  “By dark on 11th November, it was apparent that the Japanese 

force at Oivi-Gorari had been shattered – the Australians later estimated about six hundred 

Japanese had been killed. Why Hoori (Major-General, the field commander) chose to contest 

Vasey’s (Major-General GOC 7 Aust Div) advance in this area is hard to fathom.  He should 

have crossed the Kumusi and used that as a natural barrier to contest Vasey’s eastward 

progress with fighting patrols, which would have gained him more time with far fewer 

casualties. The chaotic crossing of the fast-flowing Kumusi River swelled the Japanese 

losses, as many were overwhelmed in its turbulent waters which swept their rafts away. The 

most notable drowning casualty was Major-General Tomitaro Horii himself” (Brune, Peter – A 

Bastard of a Place, the Australians in Papua, 2003, Allen and Unwin).  The two Australian 

brigades were across the Kumusi River on the 16th November.  The 25th Brigade then advanced 

on Gona the left and northernmost beach, and the 16th Brigade advanced on the centre beach 

Sanananda, through Popondetta about 15 miles from the coast.  The militia 30th Brigade was 

also brought into action.  The US Army 32nd Division was closing on the south-eastern beach 

Buna by routes from the south-east. By 21st November the combined Australian and US force 

had closed on their objectives but it was to be another seven weeks of some of the fiercest 

and bloodiest fighting of the war before the Japanese force was destroyed in January 1943. 

Kokoda was no different in the early stages to many military campaigns where maps suitable 

for planning and conduct of tactical level operations do not exist or are rudimentary at best.   

The New Guinea Force Survey Section was formed in New Guinea from volunteers in early-

March 1942 under command Lieutenant EC O’Reilly, a local government surveyor.  The 

twenty-five man section comprised militia from other units and suitably qualified civilians. 

One of the three officers was former militia battalion officer Lieutenant Noel (Gerry) Owers a 

surveyor employed at the Wau New Guinea Goldfields.  Owers was later commissioned into 
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the Australian Survey Corps.  Initially the unit was at Murray Barracks in Port Moresby but 

moved to Fifteen Mile north-east of Port Moresby away from Japanese air raids on the town.  

Early survey work was around the Port Moresby area and then looked to the foot track being 

the main land line-of-communication to Kokoda. If the Japanese advanced on Port Moresby 

overland from the north coast it would probably be through Kokoda.  On 5th July the survey 

section was augmented with an increment of thirty-five volunteers from 3rd Field Survey 

Company then in camp at Colac, Victoria.  The officer-in-charge Captain Jack KC Herridge, 

Australian Survey Corps, was appointed Officer Commanding the section which soon moved to 

a new location at Seventeen Mile.  A few weeks later the section was retitled 2nd Field Survey 

Section. 

Not long after his arrival, Captain Herridge was given recent US near vertical tri-metrogon 

aerial photography of the Kokoda-Gona area and oblique tri-metrogon of the mountains north 

and south.  Within seven days the section produced a 2 mile to 1 inch preliminary map of the 

Kokoda Area and reproduced seventeen copies by sun print for the headquarters.  The map 

was soon revised as new information became available. By mid-August elements of 2nd Field 

Survey Section were up the Kokoda Trail blazing a track route towards the advancing 

Japanese.  On 29th August a smaller section of seventeen from 3rd Aust Field Survey Company, 

then at Gympie, arrived to reinforce 2nd Aust Field Survey Section.  One group of surveyors 

had to dodge a Japanese patrol, narrowly missing being cutoff, and then surprised an Aust 

Infantry patrol who did not know that friendly troops were in that forward area.  By late-

September as the Japanese were withdrawing north, the Section produced the 1 mile to 1 

inch map of Kagi-Naoro area with the Japanese furthest point of advance, Ioribaiwa, in the 

bottom corner. A new series of 1 mile to 1 inch maps on the Kokoda-Gona advance were 

produced with continual revision as new information became available and special sketches 

and maps were produced. 
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The Kagi-Naoro 1 mile to 1 inch map compiled by 2 Aust Fd Svy Sect and reproduced by 2/1 Aust Army 

Topo Svy Sect, then in Toowoomba, September 1942 (Map from the Australian National Library) 
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Left - the NG Force AD 

Survey sketch map scale 

1:25,000, 10 Oct 42, for the 

crossing of the Kumusi River 

– the major natural obstacle 

of advance between Kokoda 

and Gona-Sananada-Buna 

and where the Japanese 

decided on a major 

defensive action west of the 

river.  Below - the 1 mile 

map name ‘Wairopi’ is the 

pidgin English word for ‘wire 

rope’ which was the means 

of crossing the river at the 

road crossing (Both maps 

from the Australian National 

Library) 

 

  

In December 1942 a section of 2/1 Aust Army Topographic Survey Company was flown in to 

Dobodura to support Advanced New Guinea Force Headquarters with revising maps and survey 

work for the final assault on Gona-Sanananda-Buna.  Two members observing a noon sun 
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latitude on Dobodura airstrip had to take cover behind a lone coconut tree when the airstrip 

came under a strafing attack by Japanese Zeros.   The surveyors then watched as American P-

38 Lightnings engaged the Zeros.  At that stage, survey units other than 2/1 Company and 2 

Sect (retitled 8th Field Survey Section in January 1943) involved in the Kokoda-Gona-

Sanananda-Buna campaign were 3rd Aust Field Survey Company, 1st Aust Mobile Lithographic 

Section, Land Headquarters Cartographic Company, US Army 69th Engineer Topographic 

Battalion and US Army Air Force flying aerial photography.  While force level commanders 

commended the survey effort, some tactical field commanders observed that maps were still 

incomplete and with inaccurate content.   Chris Coulthard-Clark ‘Australia’s Military Map-

Makers’, from which this article draws heavily upon, noted (p92): ‘that once combat was in 

near prospect or had been joined, survey resources were never sufficient to keep pace with 

all the demands for maps that were generated.  This had certainly been the case during the 

Kokoda Track fighting, and was equally so at Milne Bay.’ In these campaigns, no survey troops 

were casualties of enemy action, but the sections were severely depleted by tropical disease 

and sickness.  In the Kokoda campaign Australia lost 625 dead, 1600 wounded and 4,000 sick 

and at Gona-Sanananda-Buna the Allies suffered nearly 2,000 dead and 12,300 wounded and 

sick. The Japanese lost about 2,000 dead and 4,500 wounded and sick at Kokoda and 7,600 

dead at the beachhead.   

 

 
 
Part of the 1 mile to 1 inch map of the Gona-Sanananda-Buna area published a week or so after the 
final battles. This and other maps continued to be revised as the area was reinforced to support 
Allied advances north-west. (Map from the Australian National Library) 

 
The most commendable efforts of 2nd Aust Field Survey Section in the Kokoda campaign are 
perhaps best described by first-hand accounts in Jack Viccars’ (a member of the section) 

monograph Viccars, JS, 1987, History of New Guinea Survey Section later 8 Field 
Survey Section, self-published (Australian War Memorial).  The following pages are 
from his monograph. 
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Veterans Support Centre - ACT 

Information from Lyall Camp 

 

Lyall is the assistant treasurer of the Vietnam Veterans Federation ACT (business name), 

trading as Veterans Support Centre ACT. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The centre was setup many years ago to support the Vietnam veterans and families who 

should have been treated better. As time moved on it was decided to rebrand the federation 

as the Veterans Support Centre. An attempt to encourage younger ex-service people to seek 

help in a numbers of ways.  

 

ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

When first elected to the executive committee my first question was ‘what is the aim of the 

VVFACT’?  The President’s reply was ”we are here to help our mates”.  Short and very 

truthful. 

That help is perhaps dealing with mental health issues, homelessness, finding medical 

professionals, advocate support with DVA documentation, obtaining service records to assist 

in pursuing medical claims. 

I am sure all the field trips/operations in remote locations are catching up. However not all 

claims are successful, not the first attempt anyway!! 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Contact details of the VSC 

Location:             9 Burkitt Street Page ACT 2614 

Telephone:          6255 1599 

Email:                   office@vscact.org.au 

Office Hrs:           Mon-Fri 9am – 4pm. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=9+Burkitt+Street+Page+ACT+2614&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:office@vscact.org.au


Page 22   Canberra Newsletter Issue 4/17 
      
 

November 2017                       Videre Parare Est                 Canberra Survey Corps Association
  

Army Surveyors Spearhead North-Western Development  

Article provided by Charlie Watson – an extract from Australian Army Journal No 104 January 1958 

(Editor’s comment – this article notes the first use of a helicopter to revolutionise transport 

and logistics for field surveys.  Although this 1958 survey was conducted by triangulation, this 

was the year when the Survey Corps was equipped with the first field portable Tellurometers 

(MRA101 – electromagnetic distance measurement) which further revolutionised geodetic 

survey by traverse for extending or densifying survey networks.)  
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Kokoda revisited nearly 30 years after the 1942 battle 
By Peter Jensen 

In 1970, Northern Command Field 

Survey Unit/1st Field Survey 

Squadron based at Gaythorne in 

Brisbane was operating in Territory 

of Papua New Guinea under the 

command of Major Ed Anderson.  

Main base was Goroka, Central 

Highlands with forward bases 

deployed to support the survey 

teams working to establish 

horizontal control mainly by 

Aerodist (airborne electronic 

distance measurement) and 

vertical control mainly by 

barometric heighting, for scale 

1:100,000 mapping of the entire 

country.  One of those forward 

bases was at Kokoda airstrip. 

 

Kokoda - the memorial on the plateau to ‘fuzzy wuzzy angels’ native carriers in the 1942 Kokoda 

campaign  

As a young 18 year old Sapper topographic surveyor, just six months after completing my 

35/69 Basic Survey Course, I found myself in-charge of an Aerodist remote team with my co-

surveyor being a Royal Engineer Survey Sapper from an attached Survey Troop based in 

Kenya.  Being in his mid-20s he was older than me by about half my age and much 

experienced having surveyed in many parts of the world.  He never quite accepted me being 

in charge, but the fact was that Aussies were in charge of half the Aerodist remote teams and 

the Brits the other half. 

At one point in late September we arrived 

by RAAF Caribou at Forward Base Kokoda 

Airstrip.  The plan was to deploy us to a 

survey point by Army Porter and helicopter 

(a chartered Bell 47G).   

 

Left – unloading our stores at Kokoda, the 

AN/PRC F1 HF radio box on the left 

 

Early one afternoon in late September, a 

civilian twin engine Piper Aztec landed and 

proceeded to load up with stores and three 

passengers who had been waiting patiently 

for quite a while near our base camp.  I 
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remember it was the last 

Saturday in September as 

the base signallers had 

tuned in to the VFL Grand 

Final of Carlton vs 

Collingwood (Carlton won).  

With the four people on 

board the plane took-off 

from the grass airstrip for 

the thirty minute flight to 

Port Moresby.   

Left - looking south from the 

end of the Kokoda airstrip 

towards The Gap to Port 

Moresby – the typical cloud 

build-up as the day warmed up 

 

 

The normal flight profile was 

to circle in the Kokoda Valley to climb from 1,200 feet to at least 7,500 feet then turn south 

to get through The Gap about 11 miles south (the lowest point near there in the Owen Stanley 

Range) and then down to Port Moresby.  Within 5 miles of both west and east of The Gap 

there are mountain peaks above 11,000 feet.   

Tragically that flight never arrived at Port Moresby or any other airfield.   

The next morning we were called into the search.  I was tasked to the helicopter search as 

observer in the civil charter light helicopter Bell 47G which was contracted to Army for the 

survey.  We were to search along the flight path up to and around The Gap essentially 

following the 1942 Kokoda Trail.  The weather was fine but cloud covered the mountains to 

the north.  We passed low over villages looking to see if the people signalled anything unusual 

to us, following the steeply rising terrain and over ridges and villages of Denniki, Isurava, 

Alola, Eora Creek, the area of Templeton’s Crossing to two large grassy dry lake beds of Lakes 

Myola at about 7,000 feet.  There we criss-crossed the open areas and around the wreck of a 

Ford Tri-Motor which had capsized in October 1942 while landing supplies for the advancing 

Australian troops and to evacuate the wounded.  But there was no sign that the Aztec had 

attempted an emergency landing there.  We then flew on to search around Mount Kenevi at 

11,200 feet a few miles to the north-east of Myola.  To my surprise we found that the summit 

of Kenevi was massively cleared of rain forest and apparently a survey station with large 

helipad and remains of a big camp.  I think that the pilot knew about it but he had never 

been there.  Later back at Kokoda I found that it was United States Air Force HIRAN 22 Myola 

survey station in their South West Pacific Survey of 1963.  It had also been occupied and 

observed by Australian Division of National Mapping in 1963 (station known as Mount Kenevi) 

in their first order geodetic traverse along the peaks of the Owen Stanley Range.  We then 

started a search pattern around the mountain and soon sighted an aircraft wreck a few 

hundred metres from the summit.  It looked like a recent crash with broken tall trees and 

light coloured debris (the Aztec was white with blue flashes) over an area of about 30m x 

30m, but we were not sure what it was.  The only way to check it out was from the ground.  

We flew over the crash site towards the summit helipad to get a reciprocal compass bearing.  
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The pilot worked out that we had about 30 minutes to spend on the ground as at that altitude 

he didn’t want to turn the engine off in case it wouldn’t restart.  The engine sound would 

also give me a good reference to return to.  I took the helicopter survival kit and headed 

downhill into the rain forest which quickly turned to ‘moss forest’ where rain forest tree top 

debris falls to form a false spongy forest floor, sometimes suspended above the ground, and 

then the never ending rain makes it into a mossy soggy mess.  One slip and you fall through it.  

Counting paces didn’t work but the compass bearing was good and after about ten minutes I 

could see a big broken tree not far in front.  The tree was snapped off about five metres 

above the ground and aircraft control cables were embedded in the tree.   To my relief this 

was not the wreckage that we were looking for.  There was a lot of .50 inch machine gun 

rounds and as the two big radial engines and visible wing markings suggested that it was a 

Second World War United States bomber, I decided not to lift many bits to get a better look 

for identification, in case of unexploded bombs.  But I did take a small piece of hydraulics 

with a still readable US identification plate.  By then the helicopter pilot had increased the 

engine revs which was the signal for me to return to the top which was easier than the way 

down.  Back on top I had a quick glance in one of the camp ruins at wet pulped newspapers 

and paperback books in a carton.  We returned to Kokoda where I reported the aircraft 

wreckage details.  Many years later I found that the wreckage was a United States B-25D-15 

Mitchell bomber Serial No. 41-30532.  On 1st February 1944 it departed Dobodura (near 

Popondetta and Buna) for Port Moresby with two pilots and nine passengers.  About 30 

minutes after take-off the pilot reported bad weather and that he was returning to Dobodura.  

Nothing was ever heard again.  The wreckage was found by RAAF in 1961, quite by accident, 

at altitude 10,500 feet when searching for another aircraft.  Remains of the crew were 

recovered, identified and returned to the United States for burial.  All eleven members on 

the aircraft had died in the crash.  More remains were found in 2001.  

The search went on for the Piper Aztec which was found five days later at 10,100 feet, about 

500 feet below a precipitous ridgeline top, on Mount Scratchley about 15 miles north-west of 

Kokoda.  The terrain was so rough that it took a ground party more than 10 days to reach the 

crash site.  All onboard had died in the crash – all four victims were young, in their early to 

late 20s.  Once again the old adage of flying in PNG ‘that there is a rock in every cloud’ was 

tragically proven to be true. 

 

Summit of Mount 

Kenevi, HIRAN22 

in 1963.  Photo 

courtesy Paul 

Wise, Aust 

Division of 

National Mapping. 

Large clearing for 

HIRAN antenna, 

heavy lift US 

helicopter pad, 

work and 

accommodation 

tents 
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This very pleasant cool and 

crystal clear creek water pool at 

the back of 1970 Kokoda forward 

base was built by all who 

enjoyed it.  The rocks were 

collected from the bottom of 

the creek and built up to form 

the cascade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 1942 fighter wreck off the 

southern end of the Kokoda 

airfield 
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More than three years later I again came across the Kokoda Trail and Kokoda area when I was 

posted to 8th Field Survey Squadron, then based at Popondetta between Kokoda and the 1942 

beachheads Gona-Sanananda-Buna.  We were always aware of the huge military presence 

there during the Second World War, as we found wartime relics and Explosive Ordnance 

Demolition technicians often stayed with us in the ‘singlees’ quarters, but I don’t think that 

we knew a lot about the wartime history.  For my part I certainly didn’t know of the history 

around Wairope being the bridge crossing of the Kumusi River on the Popondetta – Kokoda 

road.  Especially that this was the river crossing that claimed many Japanese lives in their 

November 1942 fighting withdrawl, especially that of the Japanese commander Major-General 

Horri.  One of the popular things for us to do on days off in Popondetta, mainly Saturdays if 

we weren’t fishing off Gona/Cape Killerton for the Saturday night BBQ at the ‘singlees’, was 

to ‘gumi’ (pidgin English for rubber inner tube) down the Kumusi River. We normally started 

from the Wairope bridge.  Wives and kids also enjoyed the outing and I do recall that if your 

‘gumi’ capsized in the often turbulent water, which varied with the rainfall of the last few 

days, it was not always easy to get back on the tube.  I think the only risk assessment was 

‘well lets try it and see what happens’!!  Luckily we all survived. 

We surveyors were not at Popondetta a great deal of the time, although we did have a B8 

photogrammetric plotting and compilation section.  On one occasion Wally Chilcott and I 

found ourselves waiting in Port Moresby for a task.  While there we reported for duty to 

HQPNG SO3 Survey.  Captain Peter Bates-Brownsword had a small survey section on the 

headquarters and didn’t really want us around there not being busy.  So one day the SO3 said 

to me, I want you and Wally to go up to Owers Corner at the start of the foot track part of 

the Kokoda Trail and find a road gradient down to the Goldie River towards Uberi Village.  

Once again I didn’t know much about the military history of this area and the significance of 

the task.  But I did know that Owers Corner was named after Lieutenant  Noel (Gerry) Owers 

a wartime Australian Survey Corps officer who surveyed the 1942 ‘jeep track’ to that point.  

Captain B-B did give us his staff car for the day and on arrival at Owers Corner and after a 

quick look down the track towards Uberi we realised that Captain B-B had given us the 

chance to be tourists for the day.   On the way back to Port Moresby we visited the Bomana 

War Cemetery where its 3,824 graves put into perspective the magnitude of the events of 

1942 to 1945. 

  

Kokoda Trail McDonald’s Corner near Ilolo –considered in 

1942 as the start of the Kokoda Trail - on our way to Owers 

Corner 
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Wally Chilcott at Owers Corner 1974 

looking at the sign on the left.  The 

Kokoda Trail foot track continues from the 

end of the road in front of the Holden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 35   Canberra Newsletter Issue 4/17 
      
 

November 2017                       Videre Parare Est                 Canberra Survey Corps Association
  

    

 

 

Enroute Owers Corner 

1942 – gunners of 53rd 

Field Battery 14th 

Field Regiment 

manhandling a 25- 

pounder field gun to 

Owers Corner to open 

fire on the Japanese 

at Ioribaiwa village, 

being their furtherest 

point of advance on 

Port Moresby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vale 

4718694 Corporal Ian Jeffrey MILLER (National Serviceman, served 29 Sep 66 – 28 Sep 68) 

passed away in Canberra on 9th October.  He was an active member of our Association.  Ian 

was in the Sixth Intake National Service, serving in the Royal Australian Survey Corps posted 

to Army Survey Regiment at Fortuna Villa, Bendigo. Before that Ian was a draftsman with the 

South Australian Mines Department.  After his Army service, Ian moved to Canberra and was 

soon working as a topographic draftsman for the Division of National Mapping working mostly 

on the national topographic mapping program.  Later he was head of Natmap’s sales and 

distribution of maps and air photography.  At Natmap he was a very active union member, 

unfearingly advocating with great devotion for fellow members. At his funeral in Canberra on 

Monday 16th October, the photograph on his coffin was of him in his National Service days in 

service dress and beret.  Eulogies from the heart were delivered by his Survey Corps best 

friend-for-life Bob Campbell of the NSW Survey Corps Association, John Payne (formerly 

Natmap) and his family.  Bob was also a National Serviceman and the two had met during 

their service at Bendigo from 1966 to 1968.  Bob related Ian’s sporting prowess representing 

the Regiment in Aussie rules football, basketball and umpiring basketball.  Ian and Bob gained 

a taste for red wine at the Regiment, especially through being rostered for duty as drink 

stewards at Officer’s Mess functions, making sure that there were never left overs. The 

funeral was well attended including former Survey Corps and National Mapping members. 

(Contributions from Bob Campbell and former Natmap staff John Payne, Paul Wise and 

Laurie McLean) 

14775 Major Reginald George SMITH (served full-time 1 Aug 58 to 13 Jun 82) passed away in 

Canberra on 29th October.  Reg first saw service with 2/14 Queensland Mounted Infantry RAAC 
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(CMF) in Jan 1955. He transferred to 11 National Service Training Battalion in Jan 1956 and 

later was posted to 11 LAA Regt (RAA) where he served until his enlistment in the ARA in Aug 

1958. He was allotted to RASvy where he served in the ranks until the expiration of his ARA 

engagement in Jul 1960. Reg continued to serve with the CMF and was commissioned as a 

Lieutenant through Queensland University Regiment (QUR) on 28 Aug 65 and posted to 11 

Field Regiment RAA. He continued full-time in QUR and 1 Cadet Battalion until Sep 1969. On 

16 Oct 69 he was appointed to a short service commission in RA Svy.  Reg had a variety of 

postings with RASvy mostly at the AHQ Survey Regiment and Directorate of Survey, including 

two years in the UK as an exchange officer.  After his retirement he worked in Materiel 

Division, Minor Capital Projects, supervising the introduction of computer based projects.  

Reg was a miniature railway enthusiast constructing and exhibiting miniature Queensland 

railmotor RM 70 familiar to many who lived in the Brisbane valley. Our sincere condolences go 

to his wife of 58 years, Carmel, and family. 

 

18246 Major Daryl Roger HOCKINGS, CSM, (served full-time 8 Jul 63 to 27 Oct 96) passed away 

in Melbourne on 16th November.  Our sincere condolences go to his wife, Heather, and family. 

Daryl was an email member of our Association and a summary of his service will be in the 

next newsletter. 

 

 

Some memories of one of the Survey Corps’ “characters” – 

Noel Clutterbuck 

53229 Warrant Officer Class Two Noel Barry Denis CLUTTERBUCK (served full-time 6 May 57 – 

5 May 77) passed away in Perth in early November.  Noel was a member of the Western 

Australian Survey Corps Association and one of those people of the Corps who was widely 

known especially those who served in the field survey and topographic survey units. 

 

Here are some very fond memories of those who knew Noel. 

 

From Dawn Laing - In 1965 I was not a young sapper but a fairly new Army wife when we 

were given two weeks notice to leave for a posting in England. During that two weeks Alex 

had to go to Canberra for five days. There was a car to sell, inoculations to have, lease to be 

finalised, household storage and uplift and personal packing for the posting to be done AND 

my first inventory to be completed in triplicate. “Does everything have to be listed?” I asked 

as he walked out on the tarmac. “Call Corporal Clutterbuck! He’ll know.”  And he always 

did. He was kind, helpful and unflappable. 

 

From John Mobbs - A great loss, as Noel was one of those SNCO who made an indelible 

impression on young sappers in the West.  Despite the bull and bluster, I always knew where 

his heart lay and I don’t think anyone ran a better Q Store.  His contribution to many 

successful Survey Ops over many years should be noted and reflected upon by all of us who 

remain. 

 

From John Bullen - I’m very sad to hear of Noel’s recent death. He will be sorely missed. 

 

I remember him very well indeed from my time as Second-in-Command of Western Command 

Field Survey Unit almost 60 years ago. Noel was the Orderly Room Clerk and in those days 

held the rank of Sapper. He was industrious and reliable but he deliberately concealed those 

qualities as best he could, thanks to his mischievous character. He acted dumb, always with 
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a magnificently blank expression, while his fertile mind was always actively plotting 

something new. He specialised in catching people by surprise with the unexpected. 

 

Noel celebrated his birthday (his 23rd, I think) in memorable style in 1961 in the heart of 

the Gibson Desert near a landmark which I named Clutterbuck’s Leap on the Cobb 1:250,000 

map sheet which we compiled at the end of that field season. The site is about 130 km west 

of the Rawlinson Ranges and about 160 km north of the Warburton settlement. 

Unfortunately the WA Govt Nomenclature Committee would not accept my choice of name 

and changed it to the disappointingly bland Clutterbuck Hills. However the important thing 

is that Noel is well and truly on the map of Australia – permanently and officially. 

 

Noel was a great practical joker – always with that perfectly straight face of his. One day 

some of his fellow soldiers got back at him by strapping a smoke grenade to the exhaust 

manifold of his car. Removing the pin from the grenade, they held the striker lever down 

with sticky tape. With the bonnet closed, Noel had no idea of what lay beneath. 

 

At the end of the day Noel headed down from Artillery Barracks into the heart of Fremantle, 

closely followed by his mates in another car to watch the fun. Noel had just reached that 

major intersection at the top of the town where roads ran in all directions when the 

manifold heat melted the adhesive and the grenade ignited. In only a few seconds the entire 

intersection was blotted out with smoke so dense that all traffic halted immediately. 

 

Being familiar with smoke grenades and having immediately realised what had happened, 

Noel sat tight, waiting for the smoke to clear. For the traffic, at least two minutes of nil 

visibility in frozen confusion and mounting panic followed. As the smoke eventually thinned 

out, another driver saw fresh smoke continuing to drift out from under the bonnet of the car 

right next to him, driven by this nonchalant young chap staring straight ahead, impatiently 

tapping his fingers on the steering wheel and apparently oblivious to the source of the 

smoke. 

 

Horrified, the other driver yelled “Hey mate! You’re on fire!” 

 

Noel simply looked at him blankly with that wonderful deadpan face, saying “No – she’s OK. 

Just burns a bit of oil!” 

 

One day my VW Beetle made the most appalling noise when I started to drive it home. 

Before I got half way to the Artillery Barracks gate, I realised the problem lay not with the 

engine but with the wheels. Everything felt OK but the sound was hideous. Problem soon 

obvious – gravel in the hubcaps! No grand Court of Inquiry necessary – it’s gotta be 

Clutterbuck! 

 

When I threatened Noel with retaliation as soon as I could catch his hubcaps unguarded, he 

cheerfully replied “Good luck Sir. The dog eats out of one, the baby eats out of another, 

there’s flowers growing in the third and the fourth one’s lost!” 

 

I never visited the Clutterbuck residence, but I gained the impression that there were three 

bedrooms – occupied separately by Noel & Fiona, by the baby, and by The Bike. I gathered 

that the Bike Room floor was strongly preserved by copious accidental applications of engine 

oil. 
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This was in the days when Noel became the Motor Bike Sprint Champion of Western 

Australia. The lightly built Noel was hard pressed to keep the front wheel on the track when 

that monster was under full power. Of course Noel had to practise a lot and the WA Police 

weren’t happy with his habit of using the Canning Highway between home and work for a bit 

of extra practice, so they began to lie in wait for him. Noel frustrated that plan to some 

extent by repainting his helmet every weekend – red with a black stripe one week, black & 

white checkerboard pattern the next week, and so on. 

 

Every now and then the police would come dashing into Artillery Barracks a good minute or 

more after Noel had arrived for work. By the time they reached the Orderly Room, the bike 

would be parked around the back, his skid lid would be hidden out of sight and Noel would 

be at his desk with a different patterned helmet prominently displayed on the hat rack. And 

of course that marvellously innocent face! 

 

But it was hard work fighting to remain at the top and Noel was ever improving his bike’s 

performance. Soon he was removing anything that might interfere with the monster’s 

slipstream through the air at high speed. When he applied this policy to such frivolous 

accessories as rear view mirrors and the registration plate, Noel very sensibly retired the 

bike from public road use. For travel to work he now used the car instead which attracted no 

attention at all – apart from that day when it “burnt a bit of oil”. 

 

But no matter how clearly such events stick in the memory, it is unfair to remember Noel 

mainly for his entertaining mischief and that superb stone face that rivalled that of the 

great Buster Keaton. 

 

The truth is that, behind the mask and the mischief, Noel was also a conscientious, capable, 

helpful and loyal friend. I regret that my only opportunity to get to know Noel well was 

during such a short period and was so long ago. I did enjoy the experience – gravel in the hub 

caps and all. Those who knew him even better must miss him greatly. He was just great to 

have around. 

 

From Fred Brown -………….I just spent about half an hour on the phone with Fiona, Noel's 

wife.  We reminisced about old times. She says he is far better off where he is now than as 

he has been over the past 6 weeks. 

I first met Noel in 1970 and have worked with and met with him many times.  Let me assure 

you that he did not lose the character traits that you (John Bullen) have so 

eloquently described. 

In about 1980, Hugh Taylor, then working for Fluor Maunsell on the construction of the gas 

pipeline from Karratha to Perth, employed me to do a helicopter/vehicle barometer survey 

down the pipeline route from Karratha to Gingin. I then employed discharged RASVY pers on 

a 'very nice' daily rate of pay to work with me on that task. Amongst these former RASVY 

pers, was Noel who was employed as one of two truck drivers. Their job was to move our 

camp and to pre-position the helicopter fuel. At one of the fuel points, I met Noel as he was 

about to push a 44 full of fuel off the back of his truck. After pushing it, as it was falling 

and hitting the ground, Noel was brushing his hands and quipped, "Thanks very much Mr 

Fluor Maunsell! That's another $600 in the back pocket!" (*The $600 may not be spot on,could 

have been more or less but it was a real lot of money in those days). Noel also kept the team 

entertained at night with his endless jokes and recitals of poetry; everything from The Man 

from Snowy River, to Eskimo Nell. 
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Postcards – people, events, what’s new etc 

By the Editor       

Reunions 

Chris Parkinson (parkys@ozemail.com.au ) is seeking interest for a 50th anniversary reunion of 

students on School of Military Survey 32/68 Basic Survey Course.  Please contact Chris for 

more information. 

 

Our Association Calendar 2017/2018 – the fridge magnet 
 

Thu 14th December 2017 Christmas Happy-Hour at 5pm – The Duxton Bar and Restaurant, 

O’Connor shops 

Wed 25th April 2018  ANZAC Day march, commemorative service and lunch 

Fri 29th June 2018  Corps 103rd birthday lunch 

October/November 2018 Golf Day (SNAGA) 

Sun 11th November 2018 Remembrance Day dinner 
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