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Editorial 
Welcome once again to all Canberra Survey Corps Association members and friends and I hope 

that you enjoy this issue of the newsletter being the last for 2016.   

This newsletter is one means of achieving one of the purposes of our Association which is to 

help former members of the Survey Corps to stay connected with each other.  The other ways 

fostered by the Association are the Anzac Day march and commemorative service and lunch, 

the Corps birthday lunch, the golf day and the annual reunion Remembrance Day dinner.  We 

do have more than 100 members on our email list, with about 50 of us living in the Canberra 

region, but less than a quarter of us attend these occasions with those attending being more 

likely to attend more than one event.  So I am not sure that these events offer the 

opportunities that you all might seek to share with each other, and I am now asking you all if 

there is anything else that you would like the Association to do.  I know that some keep in 

touch through social media sites where you can post photos and stories.  This year we have a 

‘Christmas happy hour’ to hopefully catch some of you who are often away for work or leisure 

(see the Association Calendar – the fridge magnet item).  I do know that not attending 
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Association functions does not mean that members do not want to keep in touch with others, 

or with what is happening, SO PLEASE EMAIL TO ME IF YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS FOR ALTERNATE 

WAYS OF STAYING CONNECTED.   

This issue includes reports from our SNAGA golf day on 10th November, the annual reunion 

dinner the next day on Remembrance Day and a special report from Bob Skitch who 

represented the Corps’ Vietnam Veterans at the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan 

commemorations at the Australian War Memorial in August. And of course thank you to those 

who have contributed to this newsletter, with special mention of John Mobbs with his 

crossword and work with the Faces of the Corps, Bob McHenry with a story from Maluku, 

Indonesia, 1980 and Andrew McLeod reporting on recent experience with GPS spoofing around 

the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia.   

It is now 20 years since the Survey Corps was disbanded but I know that your memories of 

your service have not dimmed and I make another plea to you all to add to our collective 

record (written, pictures or audio) of who, what, how, where and why the Survey Corps did 

what it did for more than 80 years.  Also most welcome are ‘postcards’ of what you are doing 

now, what is now happening with military survey and anything else of professional or personal 

interest. 

On behalf of all members of our Canberra Survey Corps Association I wish you all a HAPPY 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR and a healthy 2017. 

Peter Jensen 

Editor/President 

pajmjensen@gmail.com 

11th November - Remembrance Day and the Association 

Dinner 
By Peter Jensen 

The national Remembrance Day service at the Australian War Memorial, on the 75th 

anniversary of the opening of the Memorial, was once again a beautiful warm and sunny blue 

sky Canberra day.  Australia’s Federation Guard, accompanied by the band of the Royal 

Military College, Duntroon, marched onto the parade ground to honour the arrival of the Hon. 

the Prime Minister of Australia Malcolm Turnbull, with a general salute and then the arrival of 

the Governor-General, His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC 

(Retd) with a royal salute. The commemorative address was delivered by the Hon. former 

Premier of Victoria Jeffrey Kennett AC, who was a National Serviceman in the 1960s.  He 

spoke of the terrible numbers of suicide of serviceman returning from service overseas, 

saying that if governments are not prepared to provide appropriate physical and mental 

health care needs as a result of military service, they should not commit forces to foreign 

conflicts.  Wreaths were laid at the Stone of Remembrance by Australian representatives led 

by the Governor-General, representatives of more than 110 of the world’s nations and 

poppies were laid by school children from across Australia.  The Governor-General also laid a 

wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in the Hall of Memory. 

That evening seven of our members enjoyed the Association’s 53rd annual Remembrance Day 

Reunion, with a very enjoyable informal dinner at The Haig Italian Restaurant in Civic.  Dawn 

Laing, Steve Cooper, Charlie Watson, Rob and Tosha McHenry and Peter and Jenny Jensen 

signed the Association events journal noting that another six members had sent apologies to 

mailto:pajmjensen@gmail.com
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the dinner invitation.  We thanked Charlie for organising the event and then very special 

thanks went to Charlie when he reluctantly added that this was his 30th year as Secretary of 

the Association.  We honoured the memory of the fallen and remembered absent friends of 

the Survey Corps with a toast of port from the 100th Anniversary dinner.  

 

The Governor-General receiving the royal salute from Australia’s Federation Guard 

 

 

Wreaths laid at the Stone of Remembrance 

 

Australia’s Federation Guard marching off 
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AWM Roll of Honour Second World War (on the right - Sapper Charles W Appleton, HQ 1 Corps, Survey 

Staff, missing at sea in the evacuation from Greece, Anzac Day 1941) 

 

  

AWM Roll of Honour Papua New Guinea – 2nd Lieutenant Kev Shoppe killed in a helicopter accident on 

Mount Wilhem (4,509m) - survey and mapping operations conducted by 4th Field Survey Squadron 1973 

AWM Roll of Honour Irian Jaya, Indonesia – Flight Lieutenant Ralph Taylor killed in a helicopter 

accident near Wamena - survey and mapping Operation Cenderawasih 1977 conducted by 2nd Field 

Survey Squadron  

 

RA Svy SNAGA Golf day 2016 
By Peter Jensen 

Once again Rob McHenry picked a beautiful blue sky Canberra day on 10th November for our 

RA Svy SNAGA afternoon of golf at Gunghalin Lakes.  Three or four of the regulars were 

unable to contend the 2016 trophy, but four of us were ready to tee off at 1230pm after a 

very late withdrawl (about ten minutes later) from one of our number with the lame excuse 

that he was still down at Batemans Bay. 
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Our RA Svy SNAGA is a legacy from the original SNAGA being an annual event to determine 

whether the sappers of the Directorate of Survey were worse or better golfers than those of 

the Directorate of Engineers.  That competition was usually played at RMC Duntroon with the 

last event at SME Moorebank in early 1996.   

The modern SNAGA trophy is highly sort after with the winner being decided by vote of all 

players as to what was the most noteworthy play or event of the day.  From the first tee it 

was obvious that some of us had not swung a stick since SNAGA 2015 and we were soon to 

confuse Andy’s GPS golf tracker app as we criss-crossed the fairways and lakes looking for 

errant balls. 

This year we did get to finish the 18 holes before thirst overcame us to withdraw to the 19th 

hole where it was unanimously decided that John Greg’s ‘bunker-blaster’ to see the ball hit 

the pin and drop into the hole on the first green was the winner. John has now won three 

times - 2006, 2015 and 2016 – so we might have to wrest it from him next time at the nation’s 

most picturesque golf course around the rocky headlands overlooking Narooma surf beach.  

An honourable mention for second place goes to our late withdrawer from Batemans Bay with 

Rob voted as winning the fashion stakes with the best looking shorts.  

 

  

SNAGA contenders – (L to R) – Rob McHenry, Peter Jensen, John Gregs, Andrew McLeod 
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Rob showing John how not to hook the tee shot and end up in the water – with Andrew saying ‘watch 

my demonstration’ 

 

 

The coveted trophy with the 2016 plaque for the Bunker-Blaster winner John Gregs 
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When exactly was the end of the Royal Australian Survey 

Corps? 
By Peter Jensen 

In his history ‘Australia’s Military Map-Makers: The Royal Australian Survey Corps 1915-96’ 

published in 2000, Chris Coulthard-Clark comments that the reasons for forming the 

Australian Survey Corps are not known as the official file that may contain that information 

has to date been lost, last seen in the office of the Chief of the General Staff at Victoria 

Barracks, Melbourne in 1915. 

The administrative action to disband the Corps, not the reasons for the decision which are 

known, is almost as intriguing as the beginning.  The instrument to create the Corps was an 

an Order of the Federal Executive Council with effect 1st July 19151.  This was followed by 

Military Orders to implement that order.  More than 80 years later, in December 1995, the 

Minister of Defence (through the Chief of the Defence Force) noted the decision of Chief of 

the General Staff to disband the Royal Australian Survey Corps and to integrate its functions 

and personnel into the Royal Australian Engineers.  But it was another six years before the 

formal process came into being through an amendment to the list of Army Corps and Corps 

precedence in Australian Military Regulations 1927 (AMR 1927).  The 2001 Amendment to 

AMR 1927 (see Table 1) included the Royal Australian Survey Corps as an Army Corps but the 

following year 2002 Amendment (see Table 2) removed it with effect 1 December 2002.   

 

Australian Military Regulations 1927 

Statutory Rules 1927 No. 149 as amended 

made under the  Defence Act 1903 

This compilation was prepared on 5 July 2001 taking into account amendments up to SR 

2001 No. 176 

Prepared by the Office of Legislative Drafting, 

Attorney-General’s Department, Canberra 

Part I                  Preliminary 

Division 1              General 

1              Name of Regulations [see Note 1] 

                These Regulations are the Australian Military Regulations 1927. 

………  

Part III                 Command, entry, promotion, transfer and termination of service of 

members 

Division 1              Rank and precedence 

68            Precedence of Corps 

                                            
1 Coulthard-Clark, CD, 2000 - Australia’s Military Map-Makers p24, The Royal Australian Survey Corps 1915-1996, 
Oxford Press 
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         (1)   The following shall be Corps in the Army, and their precedence shall be in the 

order given: 

                The Corps of Staff Cadets, 

                The Royal Australian Armoured Corps, 

                The Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery, 

                The Royal Australian Engineers, 

                The Royal Australian Survey Corps, 

                The Royal Australian Corps of Signals, 

                The Royal Australian Infantry Corps, 

                The Australian Army Aviation Corps, 

                The Australian Intelligence Corps, 

                The Royal Australian Army Chaplains Department, 

                The Royal Australian Corps of Transport, 

                The Royal Australian Army Medical Corps, 

                The Royal Australian Army Dental Corps, 

                The Royal Australian Army Ordnance Corps, 

                The Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, 

                The Royal Australian Army Educational Corps, 

                The Australian Army Catering Corps, 

                The Royal Australian Army Pay Corps, 

                The Australian Army Legal Corps, 

                The Royal Australian Corps of Military Police, 

                The Australian Army Psychology Corps, 

                The Australian Army Band Corps, 

                The Royal Australian Army Nursing Corps, 

                The Women’s Royal Australian Army Corps, and. 

         (2)   Units of the same arm or service shall take precedence within that arm or 

service according to the order of their numerical succession, or if not included in a 

numerical succession, according to the order in which the Commands to which they belong 

are specified in the instrument appointing Commands, but a unit of the Permanent Forces 

shall take precedence of a unit of the same arm or service of the Reserve Forces or 

Emergency Forces. 

Table 1 
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2002 (NO. 1) 2002 NO. 277 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

Statutory Rules 2002 No. 277 

Defence Act 1903 

Australian Military Amendment Regulations 2002 (No. 1) 

Paragraphs 124 (1) (a) to (ac) of the Defence Act 1903 provide that the Governor-General 
may make regulations in relation to enlistment, appointment, promotion, reduction in 
rank, retirement and discharge of members of the Defence Force, the transfer of members 
of the Defence Force, the training of members and the conditions of service of members. 

This Statutory Rule forms part of a package which consolidates the existing regulations 
relating to personnel matters contained in service specific regulations, as well as some 
former provisions of the Defence Act 1903 and the Naval Defence Act 1910 into a single 
consolidated set of tri-service regulations contained in the Defence (Personnel) Regulations 
2002 (the Principal Regulations). The Principal Regulations were made in an interim form in 
March 2002. However, the Defence (Personnel) Amendment Regulations 2002, which form 
part of this package of regulation changes, have consolidated all of these personnel 
provisions into the one Statutory Rule. 

The purpose of this Statutory Rule is to repeal those parts of the Australian Military 
Regulations 1927 no longer required as a result of the commencement of the Defence 
(Personnel) Amendment Regulations, and to make consequential amendments to the 
remaining regulations. 

The remaining regulations are largely those not dealing with personnel functions. 

Regulation 1 names the Regulations as the Australian Military Amendment Regulations 
2002 (No. 1). 

Regulation 2 provides that the Regulations commence on 1 December 2002. 

Regulation 3 provides Schedule 1 to amend the Australian Military Regulations 1927. 

The remaining items omit the provisions that are no longer required, make consequential 
drafting changes and retain the following provisions of these Regulations (which reinstate 
the substance of the current provisions):  

Regulation 68 which lists the precedence of Corps; the only changes to the existing list are 
the insertion of the Australian Army Public Relations Service and the deletion of the Royal 
Australian Survey Corps. 

………….. 

Table 2 

And so it was. Videre Parare Est 
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Vale 
Malachy John Hayes, aged 86 years, passed away in August 2016.  32346 Sapper Hayes 

enlisted in the Survey Corps as a Topographic Surveyor in late-1949/1950, serving for four 

years in AHQ Field Survey Section (4MD Det) working around Woomera in the early days of 

that project.  From Topographic Squadron Army Headquarters Survey Regiment he deployed 

in 1954 on Project Xylon, the joint Australian/US survey of New Britain.  He discharged soon 

after to pursue a commercial business and then reenlisted in 1957 as 36193 Sergeant – 

Topographic Surveyor.  He was commissioned Lieutenant in 1961, serving for two years with 

Western Command Field Survey Section/Unit based in Perth, and then posted to Army 

Headquarters Survey Regiment, Bendigo in September 1963.  Captain Mal Hayes served with 

84 Survey Squadron, Royal Engineers, in Singapore from 1967 to 1969 when he was posted to 

Eastern Command Field Survey Unit, Sydney, resigning his commission later that year to settle 

in Bendigo and then later in Canberra. Our sincere sympathies and condolences go to his wife 

and family. (Ed: Compiled from notes provided by Bob Skitch and John Bullen both of whom 

were friends of Malachy and served with him in Bendigo and Perth, the National Bulletins of 

Survey Corps Associations and the Nominal Roll Royal Australian Survey Corps Version 2016.)  

Margaret Sargent, the widow of Lieutenant-Colonel TC (Clem) Sargent (deceased) Colonel 

Commandant Royal Australian Survey Corps, 1983 – 1989, and member of the Corps from 1945 

to 1975 including the Second World War, passed away in Canberra in early November.  Clem 

was a long-time President of the Canberra Survey Corps Association and a stalwart of the 

Corps’ history and heritage.  Our sincere sympathies and condolences go to the family of 

Margaret and Clem. 

     

Biographical sketch – 2622/Q141521 Captain Sidney Edward 

Reilly MBE 
By Peter Jensen 

In this centenary year of some of the most significant battles for the AIF on the 

France/Belgium Western Front in the First World War it is not surprising that some of the 

soldiers in those battles went on later to serve in the Australian Survey Corps. 

Sidney Edward Reilly was born in 1896 at Mount Morgan QLD.  As an 18 year old school 

teacher he enlisted in the 4th Light Horse Field Ambulance AIF in March 1915 as a stretcher 

bearer, embarking for the Middle East in June 1915.  Later in France he was transferred to 

the 3rd Field Ambulance on 7 August 1916 and was wounded in action with shell fragments to 

his back and arm on 19 August 1916 in the first few days of the Battle of Pozieres.   He was 

evacuated to England but later returned to his unit in France in January 1917.  In August he 

transferred to 1st Divisional Signal Company as Sapper Reilly.  He survived the war returning 

to Australia in early 1919 and was discharged from the AIF. 

Sidney became a licensed surveyor working in Queensland and Papua.  In February 1942 he 

was wounded, as a civilian, in Port Moresby during the first Japanese air raid on that town. 

His personal belongings and papers were destroyed or lost in the raid.  He evacuated to 

Brisbane and later had to make a Statutory Declaration about the loss of his 1st AIF discharge 

papers in the Japanese air raid, for him to enlist in the militia in the Australian Survey Corps.  

He was commissioned and served in Queensland from 1942 to 1946 with his last posting as 

Captain Staff Officer Survey HQ Lines of Communication, Queensland. 
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After the war he returned to Port Moresby to become Chief Surveyor, Papua retiring from 

there in 1951.  He was an Honorary Fellow of the Institution of Surveyors, Australia and was 

awarded a Medal of that Institution in 1972.  In 1976 he was made a Member of the Order of 

the British Empire for his work in the surveying profession.  In 1983 his paper ‘Soldiers and 

Surveyors’ was published in The Australian Surveyor, March 1983, Vol 31, No 5.  Sidney died 

at 89 years of age in 1985. 

 

A funny thing happened on the way to the Kremlin 
By Andrew McLeod 

In October 2016 my wife Wendy and I visited Moscow. I have been using a very small external 

GPS unit for many years mounted on a Nikon DSLR. The unit has always worked well and has 

provided highly accurate positioning information even in built-up areas. The unit (using L1, 

1575.42 MHz for GPS) shows a steady LED when locked-on to satellites and flashes otherwise. 

Various models of iPhones have also worked well to geo-tag my photos.  

Without giving it much thought at the time, I noticed that near the Kremlin the unit’s LED 

started to flash – a sign of losing lock. I also noticed that navigation by the iPhone in the back 

of a taxi was a little erratic. 

It was only a couple of days later after I’d imported them into my laptop that I saw that many 

of the images had wrong coordinates. Oddly, all the images with the wrong coordinates were 

indicating the same wrong location of Vnukovo International Airport some 28km SW of central 

Moscow. Also, while the date was correct on these images, the UTC time of each image was 

wrong by ±12h00m00s depending which side of UTC noon it was. So what was happening?   

The answer is that “someone” is spoofing the GPS satellites! That “someone” is transmitting 

a signal that mimics legitimate GPS signals at a power that is greater than genuine signals, 

and unsophisticated GPS receivers used with cameras and mobile phones simply capture the 

mock signal and tag the images with erroneous location information. While the spoofing was 

just a minor irritation me, it is causing havoc with taxi/Uber services around the Kremlin 

where fares are calculated by distance travelled via mobile phone apps - suddenly 40km is 

added to the ride each time the phone captures and releases the mock signal. This is a 

somewhat disturbing thing to happen in a major city. Why would someone do this and why 

“send” your receiver to a busy civilian airport? It’s all about drones apparently. 

Many drones have in-built “geofencing” software to prevent unintended flight through 

restricted airspace such as airports. The consensus on the web seems to be that the spoofing 

is intended to prevent drones from flying around the government offices in the Kremlin – a 

drone approaches the Kremlin then, suddenly realising it’s at an airport, is prevented from 

continuing. While I guess they neither want compromising pictures taken at Party parties nor 

unwelcome packages to be delivered by drone, you’d think there would be more elegant 

solutions that don’t involve messing with everyone else.  

When asked, the Kremlin security people were unaware of any problem. Now move along... 
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Postcards – people, events, what’s new etc 

Compiled by the editor       

The digitised National Bulletins of Survey Corps Associations 1965-1989 

The National Bulletins of Survey Corps Associations (1965-1989) have been digitised and are 

published on the http://www.rasurvey.org/actindex.html  No 22 of 1986 is missing at the 

moment.  The bulletins include reports from Second World War unit and regional Associations 

and from RA Svy units from the late-1960s to 1989.  They are rich in unit and Corps history 

with biographical sketches and personal recollections and anecdotes of service which add 

flavour and colour to the collective story of military survey and the Corps history.  To make 

this valuable resource more useful the challenge is now for an index to be compiled, at least 

for the items of unit and Corps histories, biographies and personal accounts. 

Another task is to digitise and publish online the Corps magazine Parare which essentially 

replaced the Bulletin from 1990. 

Promotions for former RA Svy members 

Congratulations to Daryn Radford and Del Madge who are to be promoted Lieutenant-Colonel 

in January 2017.  Both are former RA Svy members now serving as ARA RAE Engineer Officers. 

Biographical sketches 

Laurie McLean (formerly Division of National Mapping) has recently written an excellent 

biographical sketch of former Australian Survey Corps officer VX85058 Lieutenant Albert 

(Bert) Francis Hurren.  After his nine years Second World War Army service, Bert went on to 

serve the national mapping effort for 28 years with National Mapping.  The story is at 

http://xnatmap.org/adnm/people/hurren/afhurren.htm 

http://www.rasurvey.org/actindex.html
http://xnatmap.org/adnm/people/hurren/afhurren.htm
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Other biographical sketches, written or edited by Laurie McLean, of former Australian Survey 

Corps wartime members are: 

QX47369 Orest James Bobroff http://xnatmap.org/adnm/people/aabout/ojb.htm 

VX23760 John Dunstan Lines MID http://xnatmap.org/adnm/people/aabout/jdl.htm Laurie’s 

profile includes John’s personal memories of wartime operations. 

 

From the Clothing Store 

With contribution by Graham Johnston 

Most of us went to the Clothing Store asking/pleading for the help of an Army tailor to 

improve the fit of a uniform or do some menial job like sewing on a badge.  I remember doing 

this and being asked gruffly if I had been issued with a ‘housewife’.   Of course I had been, 

but the job really needed a sewing machine operated by an expert.  Graham Johnston’s 

father Russell Johnston was one such Army tailor serving for 36 years (1950-1986) including 

Korea and Vietnam.  He was the last Army tailor with many postings including Senior 

Instructor at the School at Bandiana.  Part of his story was reported in the Albury Border 

Morning Mail ttp://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4050994/skills-on-display-in-france/  

Graham is now Assistant Director Foundation GeoINT Production Australian Geospatial–

Intelligence Organisation at Bendigo. 

 
The last former RA Svy member to serve in the ADF 
 
In reply to my question in the last newsletter as to who is the last former RA Svy member to 
serve in the Australian Regular Army (ARA), I was surprised to find that there are 36 members 
still serving full-time in the ARA or on Continuous Full-Time Service.  To recognise that some 
members had transferred to the Reserve and are now on various forms of active Reserve 
service I will include this in the mix to identify the last to serve in any form of active service 
in the ADF. As of August 2016 there were 19 former RA Svy members serving in the Active 
Reserve (ARES). 
 
The question also raised much interest as to who as a former RA Svy member has served in 
the Army/ADF the longest.  There are a few candidates some of whom are still serving.  
Major Herbert Alexander (Bert) Roseblade served for more than 44 years in the Permanent 
Force – he enlisted in the British Army Royal Engineers at age 14 years in 1903, was posted to 
the Survey Section RAE (Permanent) in 1912 and served with RAE and the Australian Survey 
Corps until 1949.  He was made redundant in 1922 but re-enlisted soon after in 1923.  
Warrant Officer Class One Steve Hansen enlisted in the ARA 18 Jul 72 and retired more than 
41 years later on 29 Nov 13.  Lieutenant-Colonel Greg Tolcher, currently posted to HQ 1 Div 
in Brisbane, was appointed in the ARA 6 Jul 77 and is due to retire mid-2017 after 40 years of 
service in the Permanent Force. Warrant Officer Class One Bob Hopper, currently posted to 
Robertson Barracks Darwin, enlisted 17 Jul 79.  As for those serving with the Reserve, Staff-
Sergeant ‘Dikko’ Dikkenberg served in the ARA for 9 years from 9 Feb 71 and is still serving 
with the Reserve more than 45 years since enlistment doing 150 days a year at HQ 9 Brigade 
in Adelaide and contract work for Special Air Service Regiment in Perth. In about 2003 I heard 
that someone in Adelaide was still wearing the RA Svy Corps hat badge – I assumed that it was 
Dikko but I might have been wrong.  Lieutenant-Colonel Andrew McLeod, appointed in the 
ARA on the same day as Greg Tolcher (6 Jul 77) transferred to the Reserve in 2001 and is still 
providing Standby Reserve service after nearly 40 years – I believe that he completed his 
latest project remotely while on a Norway holiday cruise. 

http://xnatmap.org/adnm/people/aabout/ojb.htm
http://xnatmap.org/adnm/people/aabout/jdl.htm
http://www.bordermail.com.au/story/4050994/skills-on-display-in-france/
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LONG TAN relived - three days at the Australian War Memorial 

for the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan 

By Bob Skitch 

(Ed:  When an invitation was received from the Australian War Memorial for one Vietnam 

War veteran of the Royal Australian Survey Corps Associations to attend an Anniversary 

event in the Hall of Honour at the Memorial, Bob Skitch was chosen by lottery to be that 

representative.  Because of the limited space in the Hall of Honour only 100 people were 

chosen to attend the event. As it happened Bob was the first Officer Commanding 

Detachment 1st Topographic Survey Troop which arrived in Vietnam in May 1966 and was at 

Headquarters Australian Task Force Nui Dat on the day of what became known as the Battle 

of Long Tan on 18 Aug 66.  This is Bob’s story of the Anniversary events with some added 

background and context to the events 50 years ago.) 

 

 

Australia’s magnificent War Memorial in Canberra. Mount Ainsley behind 

During a monsoonal downpour on the afternoon of 18 August 1966, 105 men from D Company 

6RAR and three New Zealanders of an artillery forward observer party, were engaged by a 

force of over 2000 Viet Cong (including North Vietnamese – NVA) in a rubber plantation near 

the abandoned village of Long Tan. 

The Battle of Long Tan was the single most costly engagement for the Australian Army during 

the Vietnam War with 17 killed in action and 25 wounded during the fight, one of whom later 

died from his wounds. 

August 2016 marks the 50th anniversary of the battle, which is now Vietnam Veteran’s Day.  

(Extract from the brochure ‘Honouring Vietnam Veterans’) 

CANBERRA 2016 

The event in Canberra at the Australian War Memorial took place over three days, 16, 17 and 

18 August 2016. One element, perhaps the central element, of the event took place at 1600h 

in the ‘Hall of Memory’ on the 17th. This was a special performance of ‘I was only Nineteen’ 

by John Schumannn, the writer of the lyric. The performance was stated as a unique 

gathering beside the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in memory of all those men and women 

who served this nation in the Vietnam War and to remember those who did not come home. 

Because of the limited space within the Hall of Memory attendance was limited to Vietnam 

veterans and our Canberra Association was allocated one entry. Canberra Association 

President John Jensen called for nominations – two were received and in the resulting ballot 
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Bob Skitch was successful. Perhaps it was a long way to go for an event that would last little 

more than half an hour but of course there was much more at the AWM over that three day 

period. What follows is my own experience of those events.... 

Wed 17 Aug 

I had been invited by the AWM ‘Events’ Coordinator to be video-ed by ‘Daybreak Films’ 

(apparently under contract to the AWM) at the studio in the C.E.W.Bean Building to one side 

of the AWM.2 I was also invited to read the lyrics of ‘I was only Nineteen’. Feeling something 

of an imposter I pointed out to the good lady organising the event that I was not a participant 

in the Battle of Long Tan and was somewhat older than nineteen at the time of my Vietnam 

service in 1966/67. However, I was assured that was not the point and she renewed her 

request. Being the good soldier that I was (perhaps still am) I reported to the studio at 

midday. I was led to a room where a dozen or so veterans were waiting to be video-ed. After 

coffee and bikkies I was taken to a black draped enclosure containing a very professional 

camera maned by some very professional people. It wasn’t to be a single snapshot but a 

minute long continuous video – what of? – me just sitting there! How boring that would be to 

watch? Then I was asked if I would read the words of ‘I was only Nineteen’; I agreed – what 

else!  The words came up on a monitor screen and as I read the words scrolled through at 

my reading speed – how clever! Not wishing to make light of the experience it was in fact a 

very emotional experience and my voice cracked up a couple of times but finally it was over 

and I was released.  

 

In Poppy’s Cafe – At the table (clockwise): 

Left side: Noel Ticehurst, Dawn Laing, Peter Demaine 

Right side: Dennis Puniard, Peter Ralston, Bob Skitch, Paul Pearson 

 

                                            
2 The C.E.W. Bean Building is an ugly black glass cube some 50 metres east of the AWM. 
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What then? I walked over to Poppy’s Cafe to meet and have lunch with my two colleagues of 

old, Peter Ralston and Paul Pearson. Met by Paul I was led to the selected table and to my 

surprise sitting at the table was Dennis Puniard (my adjutant at the Regiment for two years), 

Dawn Laing (who hardly needs introducing), Peter Demaine (at my last meeting in 1980 a 

young lieutenant just out of OCS Portsea), and Noel Ticehurst (I don’t think we served 

together but have come to know Noel in subsequent years) Needless to say a very enjoyable 

hour or two followed. I should also say that Peter Ralston and Paul Pearson were my two 

young lieutenants on Project Sandy Hill at Cooktown in1975 – Peter running reconnaissance 

and station marking and Paul, the Aerodist operation. 

The next event and perhaps the central one to my visit to Canberra was in the Hall of Memory 

– the ‘inner sanctum’ of the AWM containing the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Just to enter 

The Hall of Memory is itself an awe-inspiring and emotional experience and far-be-it for me 

to explain why this is so. The Director of the AWM Brendan Nelson opened this central event, 

the performance of ‘I was only Nineteen’ by its composer John Schumann and guitarist Hugh 

McDonald. John explained the inspiration behind the song (I have taken this from the 

internet) "The power derives from the detail, provided by my mate and brother-in-law, Mick 

Storen, who was brave and trusting enough to share his story with me." 

 

 

The domed ceiling of the Hall of Memory 
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In the Hall of Memory. In the centre is the tomb of the unknown soldier. I am seated at the far right. 

Following the Hall of Memory event the assembled gathering of veterans drifted out into the 

Commemorative Area containing the Pool of Reflection and the Eternal Flame. This is the 

largest open space within the AWM and the walls of the surrounding cloisters present the 

names of all those who have died in all the conflicts in which Australia has served from the 

Sudan in the 1880s to the present Afghanistan and Iraq. By far the largest is of course the 

Great War of 1914/18. There was quite a large crowd in the Commemorative area.  

 

The Commemorative Area with the Pool of Reflection and Eternal Flame (obscured) 

I wandered in to stand where I thought I could sufficiently hear the proceedings of the Last 

Post Ceremony featuring the brilliantly drilled tri-service Federation Guard – marching up and 

down the several flights of steps in total unison – wow!  The ceremony proceeded. Brendan 

Nelson gave a short address on the significance of the day and then Corporal Mark Donaldson 

VC told the story of Private Ken Grant who was killed in action at Long Tan. It was very brief. 
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Again we heard a further performance of I was only Nineteen by John Schumann and Hugh 

McDonald. This poignant song had become the theme of the whole two day event. I was to 

hear it again the following day at the National Service of Commemoration. 

By chance I met old friend and colleague John Kemp3. It was fortuitous. John drove me back 

to my hotel, The Rydge Capital Hill. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

I Was Only 19 (A Walk in the Light Green) 

John Schumann: Universal Music Publishing Pty Ltd 

 

Mum and Dad and Denny saw the passing out parade at Puckapunyal,  

(1t was long march from cadets).  

The Sixth Battalion was the next to tour and it was me who drew the card…  

We did Canungra and Shoalwater before we left. 

 

And Townsville lined the footpath as we marched down to the quay;  

This clipping from the paper shows us young and strong and clean;  

And there's me in my slouch hat, with my SLR and greens…  

God help me, I was only nineteen. 

 

From Vung Tau riding Chinooks to the dust at Nui Dat,  

I'd been in and out of choppers now for months.  

But we made our tents a home, VB and pin-ups on the lockers,  

and an Asian orange sunset through the scrub. 

  

And can you tell me, doctor, why I still can't get to sleep?  

And night time's just a jungle dark and a barking M16?  

And what's this rash that comes and goes, can you tell me what it means? 

God help me, I was only nineteen. 

 

A four week operation, when each step could mean your last one on two legs: 

it was a war within yourself.  

But you wouldn't let your mates down 'til they had you dusted off,  

so you closed your eyes and thought about something else. 

 

Then someone yelled out "Contact"', and the bloke behind me swore.  

We hooked in there for hours, then a God almighty roar;  

Frankie kicked a mine the day that mankind kicked the moon: -  

God help me, he was going home in June. 

 

I can still see Frankie, drinking tinnies in the Grand Hotel  

on a thirty-six hour rec. leave in Vung Tau.  

And I can still hear Frankie lying screaming in the jungle.  

'Till the morphine came and killed the bloody row 

                                            
3 I noted the tall fellow standing next to me and he gave me a sideways glance and saw my RA Svy Association 
name badge and exclaimed ‘Bob Skitch’! It was John Kemp, an engineer and close friend at Staff College in 1971.  
John became Godfather at the baptism of my adopted son Robert in that year. We did a joint project together – 
Engineer Intelligence – that won some subsequent acclaim. Our contacts over the years since have been sporadic 
and mostly by Christmas mail.    
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 And the Anzac legends didn't mention mud and blood and tears,  

and stories that my father told me never seemed quite real 

I caught some pieces in my back that I didn't even feel…  

God help me, I was only nineteen. 

 

And can you tell me, doctor, why I still can't get to sleep? 

And why the Channel Seven chopper chills me to my feet?  

And what's this rash that comes and goes, can you tell me what it means?  

God help me, 

I was only nineteen. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

18 August 

The following day I attended the National Service Commemoration at the Australian Vietnam 

Forces National Memorial in ANZAC Parade commencing 1000hr. It was a long service. Our 

Governor General Sir Peter Cosgrove, himself a Vietnam Veteran (awarded the Military Cross) 

gave an excellent address during which he spoke of the appalling reception veterans received 

on their return to Australia and especially the young National Servicemen; the gallantry of 

those involved in the Battle of Long Tan and other significant operations throughout that 

seven year deployment. It was an excellent service supported by the Federation Guard and 

the RMC Band.  Was there another rendition of ‘I was only Nineteen ' – maybe, I lost track! I 

spent a little time exploring the Vietnam Memorial with many others – yes, quite impressive! I 

left to wander up to the AWM itself then noticed immediate past PM Tony Abbot standing 

alone as if waiting for something, maybe transport. I thought – well here goes, I walked up to 

him and introduced myself, Bob Skitch no less. Tony was very affable, we chatted for a short 

while and I moved on. Then who should I meet next? – Bill Shorten; again a brief affable chat. 

I failed to point out to him that his wife’s Grandfather (in-law) was Tom Bryce, a WW2 

member of the Survey Corps and WO1 in rank – what a lost opportunity! 

 

 

At the Vietnam War Memorial 
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The Governor General Sir Peter Cosgrove speaks 

 

Inside the Vietnam Memorial – the Iroquois above 
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At the ‘Dog Statue’ I love it! 

Following all this I continued to the AWM at the top end of ANZAC Parade and spent a little 

time in the WW2 Gallery before meeting Paul Pearson at the ‘Dog Statue’ in front of Poppy’s 

Cafe. Paul generously filled in my afternoon with a tour of the National Arboretum and lunch 

at the Sprout Restaurant – a rather remarkable building. Paul took me on a tour of embassy 

land, Government House – a view of its extensive grounds – and finally old Parliament House 

where there was an exhibition of political cartoons, several hundred I would think! What a 

great thing to have is such an august national icon! Finally back to my hotel where Paul and I 

finished off a memorable day with a quiet drink at the bar. 

I returned to Brisbane the following day ((Friday) and on the flight back on the port side of 

the aircraft the  young fellow sitting next to me was of Vietnamese origin from Perth. His 

parents living in Perth had been ‘boat people’ refugees. His name was Harry Vo and worked 

for the Immigration Department. He was very pleasant and our conversation allowed the two 

hour flight to pass very rapidly. Vietnamese! A brief encounter that seemed to add to the 

experience of the past two days. 

Postscript 

Two things come to mind when I look back on those three days in Canberra spent mostly at 

the AWM. I had enough time to peruse a few of the galleries, WW1, WW2 and of course 

Vietnam. Featured in the Vietnam gallery is an Iroquois helicopter, an icon of the Vietnam 

war and an APC as well as a number of other items. Also running continuously in an adjoining 

theatrette was a short movie, apparently commissioned by the AWM of the Battle of Long 

Tan. I was far less than impressed by it. But what disappointed me was the total absence of 

any mention of Alpha Company 6RAR – the fact that Alpha Company under its acting officer 

commanding Captain Charles Mollison in a troop of Armoured Personnel Carriers in teaming 

rain and failing light crossed the Suio Da Bang in full flood. While the APC troop and its OC 

get a mention it is as if they were travelling alone empty. So military history is re-written by 

those with influence. 
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The second that comes to mind concerns the very large contingent of Australians, veterans 

and their families that travelled to Vietnam and Vung Tau to conduct a service at the small 

Long Tan memorial and later a celebratory dinner in Vung Tau. It always seemed to me that 

the Vietnamese government and local authorities in Phuoc Tuy Province (these names have 

been changed since the communist government take-over) have been generous in allowing 

groups of Australians to visit the site. After all, we were the enemy and in that battle were 

responsible for the death of several hundred Vietnamese soldiers (Viet Cong and NVA) with 

our casualties by comparison relatively light, nevertheless, the highest in a single action in 

the entire length of the war. Permission to visit the site was at the last moment refused, 

apparently by the Hanoi Government. There was a good deal of breast beating at this late 

refusal but if one turns the situation around and asks what would be our response if a 

thousand or more Japanese past army veterans and others wanted to come to Darwin to 

celebrate the WW2 bombing of that city. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Finally, the following email I sent to the AWM is self-explanatory.  

‘My own time in Vietnam was in 1966/67 as OC of the Detachment of 1 Topographic Survey 

Troop, a small unit of 17 all ranks. We were based at Nui Dat a short distance from HQ 1ATF. 

We produced large scale maps of villages within the Province and of course battle maps and 

maps for ‘after action reports’. Our very first map produced was that of the nearby village 

of Hoa Long. It was called ‘Hoa Long (Special)’. The term ‘Special’ has a particular meaning 

in cartography. My unit did all the field work and cartography and the map was printed by 

the US Army Map Service. The map was produced in late July or early August 1966. The AWM 

holds a pristine copy of that map or maybe it is at the National Archives in their collection 

of military maps produced by the Royal Australian Survey Corps (1915 to1996). I saw it 

displayed in 2015 at our centenary event. In the corridor leading to/from the Vietnam 

gallery on the wall was a framed map of very similar cartographic appearance with the title 

‘Hoa Long (Special)’ with the production date of about 1968 or 1969. It is not of Hoa Long 

village but of Nui Dat the location of the First Australian Task Force some four or five 

kilometres north of Hoa Long. It is very well done and in considerable detail. It is clearly not 

Hoa Long village which does not appear on the map in question. Why was that map called 

Hoa Long? Perhaps only the OC of the survey unit (by then renamed A Section 1 Topographic 

Survey Troop) could answer that. Maybe there is a logical explanation but I cannot imagine 

what it is!’ 

‘I simply draw the attention of the AWM to this apparent anomaly.’ 

I have not had a response. Will I get one? I hope so but maybe not. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact at Long Tan – Operation Smithfield4  

It was the eve of the most significant and defining battle of the Vietnam War for the 

Australians. In the late afternoon company screen patrols from 6RAR encountered a major 

                                            
4 The contact that developed into ‘The Battle of Long Tan’ has been called an ambush although that description 

implies something that had been carefully planned (by the enemy that is). However, the contact made by Delta 
Company most likely surprised the Viet Cong as much as Delta Company. Had Delta Company walked into a 
planned ambush their casualties, high as they were, might have been much higher. 



Page 23   Canberra Newsletter Issue 4/16 Ed 2
      
 

November 2016 Canberra Survey Corps Association
  

enemy force five kilometres east of the Task Force base, one kilometre north of the now 

destroyed village Xa Long Tan.  

Of course I was unaware of what was happening five kilometres east of the Task Force base. 

Delta Company of 6RAR, commanded by Major Harry Smith, having relieved Bravo Company in 

following up trails left by the Viet Cong mortar platoons on the previous morning of the 17th 

made contact at 1600h. It took little more than 15 minutes for the contact to develop into a 

major battle with Delta Company incurring heavy casualties.  

At Nui Dat the rain had started, a torrential downpour backed by ear splitting claps of 

thunder. Under the canopy of the rubber trees the noise of the rain striking the heavy leafed 

canopy is in itself deafening. And above all that the artillery had opened up in the heaviest 

barrage I had heard to that time. The drenching rain continued. I made my way to the 

Commander’s briefing to find that it had been cancelled. Jackson was in the TOC looking 

white faced and grim. David Harris was with him and a collection of his senior officers 

including the CO of the Artillery Regiment (Lieutenant Colonel Cubis) and the recently 

appointed Deputy Task Force Commander, Group Captain Peter Raw, RAAF. There was no 

place for me and I headed back to my tent in the Troop work area, now well aware that 

something major was happening. It wasn’t until I went across to the mess tent that I picked 

up some of the detail of the battle. Delta Company had had a heavy contact and had incurred 

severe casualties. Harry Smith’s name was being bandied about. The ‘incident’ still had not 

been given a name – it wasn’t in the usual sense a planned operation. Delta Company had 

walked into the contact. Although thought to be an ambush subsequent assessment showed 

that it was certainly not a planned ambush but more a collision with the enemy. I heard the 

name ‘Operation Smithfield’ – someone had already called it that – because that was the 

name of the Adelaide suburb where Harry Smith lived. The artillery continued to thunder 

across our heads. I remained in the mess tent where at least I could get some idea of what 

was going on. Did I know that Alpha Company under its OC Captain Charles Mollison had been 

despatched with two or three troops of APCs to the battle front? I am not sure, perhaps not 

until the following morning. 

It is an odd feeling to be so close and yet so far from an event you know is significant, 

defining, and yet have no part in it. Certainly by 2100h I was well and truly aware that 

Operation Smithfield was the biggest thing that had happened so far. Was it to be an 

indication of our future involvement? The artillery bombardment continued late into the night 

after the ground battle had ceased. It might have been the following day that I learned that a 

North Vietnamese regular regiment (from the PAVN 5th Division5) had been involved as well as 

D445, the provincial Viet Cong Battalion and the 275th Viet Cong Regiment although I am not 

sure that there had not been some mention of this in the preceding days. It has developed 

into a much debated issue, a debate that continues today amongst the armchair critics. I 

certainly know that at the battalion level a lot of evidence had been accumulating that North 

Vietnamese forces had entered Phuoc Tuy Province and one assumes that our Task Force 

Commander was also fully aware of this. 

The role of O.D. Jackson in the battle – it was only the press that was calling it the Battle of 

Long Tan – has also been a matter of debate. I am not aware of any public statement made by 

Jackson himself in his own defence – if in fact there was any real need to defend himself – but 

some of the statements made that he left the TOC and ‘skulked’ to his tent are scurrilous and 

totally untrue and unwarranted. I believe that by the time he withdrew from the TOC the die 

                                            
5 PAVN – Peoples Army of Vietnam – the regular army of North Vietnam. It was believed that Long Tan represented 

the most southerly penetration of the North Vietnamese regular army. 
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had been well and truly cast. The contact had been broken; the enemy forces had withdrawn 

and our own troops were in relatively safe harbours. It was by then a battalion action; the 

battalion Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Colin Townsend, had deployed with his 

headquarters and the Task Force Commander had no part in the ground battle.  Perhaps 

Jackson had read the intelligence signs correctly; we were a very thin force on the ground. 

Some days before, planned battalion operations further from base had been terminated and 

all units drawn back to base. Protective screen patrols had been deployed to the north (5RAR) 

and the east (6RAR). I am not a tactician and I should make no further comment other than to 

say that I held our Task Force Commander, Brigadier O.D. Jackson, in high regard and still do. 

It was an uneasy night. The artillery bombardment continued until at least midnight. The rain 

had ceased and coolness spread over the rubber plantation. Everything was soggy in the 

extreme. My own fellows were largely unaware of the battle. I was told that the warrant 

officers and sergeants had been holed up in their mess tent becoming increasingly shickered 

and making a dickens of a noise which didn’t impress the Commander too much – his 

accommodation tent was only about thirty metres away. He had them paraded the next 

morning and by then the very chaste group opted to go on the dry for a month rather than 

face more formal military discipline. Nevertheless, all reported for work the next morning 

and life proceeded as normal. I think it might have been then that I briefed the Troop on our 

plans for relocation. 

Smithfield – the days that followed 

There was a good deal of activity within the Headquarters area throughout the day with APCs 

and RAAF Iroquois helicopters bringing in captured VC weapons including a Viet Cong wheeled 

gun that now resides in the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. The press corps was also 

showing a good deal of interest in the Task Force and it was probably at about that time that 

we started hearing of the Battle of Long Tan6. 

Task force personnel at Nui Dat were often less than generous in comment regarding there 

Vung Tau ALSG colleagues. Perhaps the Long Tan incident changed all that. With every gun 

firing at Nui Dat 105mm ordnance soon ran out and resupply from Vung Tau became urgent. 

Apparently every soldier in the ALSG regardless of rank was queuing to offer their help in 

loading ammunition for Nui Dat. Those that had ventured into the city after work by word of 

mouth were returning to their units to be on hand to help their mates up north in any way 

they could. 

 I don’t recall exactly when it was – a few days later – that we had a visit from the great man 

himself, General Westmorland. I attended a morning tea at which he was present and gazed 

in awe at his very impressive and commanding figure. Jackson looked quite diminutive next 

to him. He was in and out of the Task Force in well less than an hour. A few days later Air 

Marshal Ky, the US appointed President of South Vietnam visited the Task Force with quite an 

entourage. Ky was something of a show pony, dressed in his black flying outfit with a mauve 

cravat. From all accounts he lived like a prisoner in a heavily bunkered area of Tan Son Nhut 

with heavy US protection around him at all times. A lunch was provided in the officer’s mess 

marquee and he was taken around by Brigadier Jackson and introduced to all those present. I 

                                            
6 ‘Time Magazine’ gave a column to the Battle of Long Tan. It was incorrect in most details. They placed the battle 

just north of Vung Tau. The column was headed something like ‘Aussies have major contact’. Of course ‘Long Tan’ 
was small beer compared with the bloody conflicts of the US Army to the north in I Corps. I think it was the only 
coverage our Australian involvement in Vietnam ever got in that illustrious magazine. 
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returned to my office tent feeling more than a little depressed. So this is why we are here – 

to support this up-jumped Vietnamese Air Marshal – what was it really all about?  

Long Tan follow-up – I meet OC D Company, 6RAR, Major Harry Smith 

My diary records another incident that has stayed with me for years. By the end of September 

the Battle of Long Tan (Operation Smithfield) had retreated into the memory of most of us at 

Nui Dat or at least it seemed so at the headquarters level. On 29 September I was directed by 

the GSO2 Operations to go across to 6RAR and obtain directly from the OC of Delta Company, 

Major Harry Smith, his impressions of the battle from first contact to final withdrawal. I was 

mildly surprised because I had already seen a number of sketches of this nature taken, I 

presume, from the 6RAR After Action Report. Also the Troop had provided several dyeline 

copies of a simple 1:5,000 enlargement of the battle site. Maybe there was some conflict 

between these and the reports of other units involved in the battle or even sub-units. 

Certainly everyone was very ‘close-lipped’ about it. We quickly produced a further foolscap 

size 1:5,000 enlargement and I proceeded over to 6RAR with a wad of these, called at the 

battalion headquarters (who thankfully were expecting me) and I was taken to Major Smith’s 

tent, a 16’x16’ with a bunk bed on one side and a ‘tables, camp folding’ with chair on the 

other – perhaps a packing case as a bedside table. All very spartan! Major Smith was reclining 

on the bunk as I entered. I recall wondering at the time whether he was all that well – he 

looked tired and drawn. Certainly he displayed no apparent verve or enthusiasm. I wondered 

if he might have been suffering from the after effects of the battle – I had heard of post-

battle depression. He indicated I should take a seat (on the only seat in the tent). Clearly he 

had expected me and I had no need to tell him what I wanted. He took my wad of maps and 

sitting on the side of his bunk and resting the maps on a folder of some sort he produced a 

series of twelve sketches of the battle with felt-tipped spirit pens in the traditional colours of 

blue for friendly forces and red for enemy forces with correct military symbols. He did these 

quickly as though by that time, six weeks after the battle, each phase of the battle was 

absolutely locked into his mind. He was making almost inaudible comment as he produced 

each one – to himself more than to me – such as ‘a classical flanking move’ – as if he was 

trying to re-construct the battle into classical military manoeuvres. Somehow I found the 

whole incident a little embarrassing. I felt as though I shouldn’t be there. Major Smith took 

no longer than half an hour to execute the twelve sketches. He gave them to me without 

comment. I thanked him and returned to the TF headquarters, courtesy calling at the 6RAR 

HQ on the way out.   

Arriving back at TF HQ I reported back to GSO2 Operations with the twelve maps and after 

some muttered discussion with GSO 3 (Captain Hutchinson) and one or two others a number 

of the maps were screwed up and thrown into the waste-paper bin. Others were kept, their 

fate unknown to me. I do not recall seeing them again in the Task Force After Action Report 

annexes. On the spur of the moment I quickly removed the discarded diagrams from the 

waste-paper bin, stuffed them into my pocket and returned to the Troop where I carefully 

straightened them out and put them into a folder in the bottom of my soldier’s trunk where 

they remained until I unpacked my trunk back in Australia eight months later. I suppose I felt 

that they might have some historical value. One was reproduced as an example of the Troop’s 

work in Vietnam in Coulthard-Clark’s Corps history. I have since obtained copies of the 

‘missing’ maps; not the ones drawn by Major Smith on my visit but ones presumably drawn by 

him at an earlier time.  

Postscript: In the years since ‘Long Tan’, reporting and comment – some from actual 

participants – indicates that there has been considerable dissent on the phases of the battle 

with many ‘armchair critics’ having their say. I have often wondered how a contact and 
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skirmish such that it was, lasting little more than an hour could be crystalised into twelve 

separate phases of classical tactical moves. Perhaps it is necessary to do it this way in order 

to do justice to those remarkable young men who found themselves at the forefront of the 

battle.  

 MAP 5 – OPERATION SMITHFIELD (Battle of Long Tan) 

      Battle sketches by Major Harry Smith 

These are the five sketches depicting the final stage of the battle that were rejected by 

HQ1ATF 

The sketches retrieved were crinkled  

 

 

Sketch 7 

 

Sketch 8 
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Sketch 9 

 

          Sketch 10 
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Sketch 12 

(Ed: More than 50 years after the battle, ten members of D Coy 6RAR were finally recognised 

for their bravery in the action with awards (on 8 November 2016) of three Medals of 

Gallantry including one awarded to a former member now deceased and seven 

Commendations for Gallantry including one posthumously and one to a former member now 

deceased.) 
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Tall tales and true – Operation PATTIMURA 1980 and the 

serpent 
By Rob McHenry 

 
Operation PATTIMURA 1980 main base Pattimura airport Pulau Ambon, Maluku Province, 

Indonesia – Phil Meagher 

 

Operation PATTIMURA 1980 at Pattimurra Airport, Pulau Ambon– Airborne Profile Recorder (APR) 

charter aircraft Beechcraft Queenair with crew watching to see if the Garuda jet would take-off. Two 

RAAF UH-1H Iroquois support helicopters in the left background.  

Along with Phil Meagher and Paul Cheater, I was involved in a number of Airborne Profile 

Recorder (WREMAPS II Laser terrain profiler) operations in Australia, PNG and Indonesia. In 
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August 1980, we were detached to 2 Fd Svy Sqn on Operation PATTIMURA, commanded by 

MAJ Stan Campbell, and run out of a base conveniently established at Pattimura airport on 

Pulau AMBON.  PATTIMURA was a series of survey and mapping (scale 1:100,000) operations in 

the MALUKU Province of Indonesia as part of the Australia-Indonesia Defence Cooperation 

Program.  MALUKU is north of Timor Leste, south west of Irian Jaya (now West Papua), east of 

Sulawesi. 

We proceeded to punch holes in the sky over the Molucca islands around the Halmahera Sea 

as far north as Morotai.  Other than a road trip into Ambon, there was little to do once the 

morning flight was concluded and results were processed.  Accordingly, there was a bit of 

sitting around in the afternoon as the sky would generally cloud over.  On one such day I was 

idling away when asked to help sort out some of the many camera boxes being stored in one 

of the huts. Happy to help and wearing my ‘army issue’ thongs as I had finished for the day, I 

toddled off with a bunch of other blokes to move metal boxes.  

All went quite well until a snake of some kind darted out from under one of the boxes and 

decided in its haste to slither over my foot.  Being unfamiliar with Indonesian snakes, I was 

immediately sure this thing was none too happy with the owner of the foot and that it must 

have been incredibly deadly.  I clearly remember shouting an instruction to get the snake.  

However, this request resulted in a less than enthusiastic response with those gathered 

around appearing to be moving as fast as possible in the opposite direction.  

As the snake was probably as scared as I was, it had left some form of slime on my foot in its 

haste.  The logical part of my mind was pretty sure I had not been bitten but noting my 

remote location and the high potential for death if I had, my heart rate began to break all 

sorts of records.  Anyway, the bottom line is that I wasn’t bitten and I didn’t die.  However, 

the whole experience proved a tad character building while I washed my foot and nervously 

waited for any tell-tale signs of poisoning. Never did identify the snake. 

 

Faces of the Corps Crossword #4 - WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
By John Mobbs 

 Solution for Crossword #3 
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Crossword #4 
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(Answer in the next Newsletter edition) 
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Crosswords 1 – 3 may have made me sufficient enemies for life, so this my last.  I trust you 

enjoyed my teasers, as well as seeing some of your colleagues again as you hopefully 

struggled to put names to clues. 

Remember – if you still have good photos of Corps personalities not yet captured for Faces of 

the Corps, send them to me for inclusion in Version 2, sometime in the not too distant future. 

jdmhome@iinet.com.au   

Videre Parare Est 

(Ed: I know that John is only joking about making enemies.  On behalf of the Association 

thank you very much John for your efforts with the crossword as I know that they have been 

enjoyed by all.  Constructing them from the names and then thinking of cryptic clues is not 

an easy thing to do and is very time consuming.) 

 

Our Association Calendar 2016/2017 – the fridge magnet 
 

Thursday 15th December 2016 5pm Christmas Happy-Hour at The Duxton Bar/Restaurant 

at O’Connor shops  

Tue 25th April 2017   Anzac Day march, commemorative service and lunch 

Sat 1st July 2017   102nd Corps Birthday lunch 

September – October 2017  Golf Day (SNAGA) 

Sat 11th November 2017  Remembrance Day dinner 

December 2017   Christmas Happy-Hour  

mailto:jdmhome@iinet.com.au
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