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Issue Note 
By Rob McHenry 

 
Thanks again to those who have contributed to this newsletter.  I would also like to thank 
those people who responded to my request for RASvy course photos.  However, it is 
reasonably apparent that collecting anything approaching a complete set, even of courses 
over recent years, is not a simple task.  Indeed, I am not convinced that all courses had a 
photo taken.  I will progressively publish what I have collected in the Photo Gallery section of 
this and subsequent newsletters.   
 
As this is the last newsletter for 2009, I would like to wish all ex-RASvy Corps members and 
their families, the very best for Christmas and a safe and prosperous new year. 
   
Correction:  Issue 3 July 2009, Page 16 - Fifth person from the left in The Sumatra „72 photo is 
Alan Brown and not Dave Johnston.  Apologies to both Alan and Dave. 
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An RASvy Connection to the Global Positioning 

System 
By Peter Jensen 

 
The acronym GPS is now almost universally known and used in the same sentences as car 
accessories, fishing spots, bush walking, mobile phones, internet mapping etc.  What is not 
widely known, is that for more than 30 years a small apparently insignificant shed in a sheep-
field in an old ammunition depot at Smithfield near Adelaide SA, played a very significant 
part in the development of global geodesy and geodetic and navigation systems as a part of 
the Defence relationship between Australia and the United States.  RA Svy was involved in 
policy and management of the program for much of that time and Corps personnel from 4 Fd 
Svy Sqn played a key role in day-to-day management and operations for more than 11 years. 
 
An agreement between the two countries for co-operative development of the earlier US Navy 
Navigation Satellite System (TRANSIT) began in the 1960s and renewed in the 1970s.  This 
allowed for the establishment of a TRANET station at Smithfield from whose data precise 
satellite ephemerides were computed by the US and distributed to allies (including Australia) 
using portable geodetic receivers.  
 
In 1973 the US Department of Defense began developing what is now known as the Navigation 
by Satellite Time and Ranging (NAVSTAR) Global Positioning System or GPS.   It was intended 
to broaden navigation by satellite applications and replace TRANSIT.   The new Defense 
Mapping Agency (DMA) became directly involved with GPS in 1974 with development of 
precise orbit determination and geodetic applications.  A major difference between TRANSIT 
and GPS satellite orbits was that the former were low earth orbiting with a period of about 96 
minutes and the latter were high earth orbiting (about 20,200km) with a period about 12 
hours.  Accurate orbit prediction and post-orbit determination was a different problem. 
 
In July 1980 Defence Minister Killen agreed to a DMA request for Australia to participate in a 
co-operative satellite orbit determination testing program, for a period of least twelve 
months, of the NAVSTAR test and evaluation constellation, known as Block I.   In early-1981 
DMA posted a geodesist to Smithfield as the US manager of the GPS station co-located with 
the TRANET station.  RA Svy became directly involved in the joint management and operation 
of the GPS station in March 1981 when a part-time duty of my posting to 4 Fd Svy Sqn was as 
the Australian Project Officer.  Ministerial approval to extend the 1980 initial test and 
evaluation program was granted three times over the next seven years.  The NAVSTAR specific 
equipment was not the small handheld receivers of today but filled three racks each the size 
of a normal refrigerator.  Whilst the system was a unique configuration, and in the early days 
required a high level of development, it achieved 97% reliability in the first year of operation.   
RA Svy technicians from 4 Fd Svy Sqn were attached to the station as operators on a 
rotational basis from early-1982 to early-1992, normally being the sole operator on the lonely 
late shift operation from 1600hr - 2300hr five days of the week. This was largely an unnoticed 
and unheralded activity that ensured that the high reliability requirements of the station 
were met.  
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Then in mid-1987 the Minister of Defence approved station participation in the DMA fixed 
station global network to determine precise ephemerides of operational GPS NAVSTAR' s, the 
first of which was launched in early-1989.   The initial operational satellite constellation was 
in place by 1994 and the system was declared operational in 1995.   Just as TRANET 
Smithfield had supported RA Svy field operations using TRANSIT geodetic equipments from 
1974 through provision of precise satellite ephemerides, GPS Smithfield also supported RA Svy 
GPS geodetic receivers first acquired in 1986.  Data from both TRANET Smithfield and GPS 
Smithfield also played a significant part in the development of World Geodetic System 1984 
and the Geodetic Datum of Australia 1994. 

 
After the 1983 shooting down, by the USSR, of the civilian airliner Flight KAL 007, US 
President Ronald Reagan said that GPS would be made freely available for the public good.    
In 1996 the system became jointly managed by US Departments of Defense and Transport, but 
it remains owned an operated by Department of Defense.   
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Being one of the Australia/US Joint Facilities, TRANET Smithfield attracted public and 
parliamentary attention. House of Representatives and Senate Hansard record questions from 
the Federal Opposition to the Government, then Liberal and National Party coalition in 1977, 
1978, 1980, 1981 and 1982 with respect to the purpose of the station and the connection with 
US fleet ballistic missile submarines. Government responses stressed that early Australian 
support to TRANSIT, like that for the North West Cape station, was supportive of the US 
deterrent capability of submarine launched retaliatory strike. Statements also emphasised the 
value of the on-going activities of the TRANET station for global mapping, charting and 
geodesy.   Installation of the GPS equipment rekindled public and parliamentary interest in 
the station.  Local debate was led by the group Christians for the City who pursued the 
government and opposition for removal of the base as they believed that the station would be 
a nuclear target in the event of a nuclear confrontation between the US and USSR. The group 
established a protest at the front gate to the station and camped there for Easter 1981. The 
Adelaide Advertiser took up the issue with columnist comment and a cartoon. 
 
 

The Corps Motto and Marching Tune 
By Rob McHenry 

 
Some time back I got to wondering about who was responsible for selecting and adopting our 
Corps Motto and Corps Marching Song.  I eventually contacted John Hillier who advised that 
“Australia's Military Map-Makers” by Chris Coulthard-Clark had it pretty well covered in 
Chapter 11, page 148,as well as note 37,Parare,vol 2, no.1, April 1985, on page 228.  

   
"The year 1965 also happened to be significant as the golden jubilee of the corps, a milestone 
commemorated with several special events and the adoption of a corps motto,"Videre parare est" (to 
see is to prepare), and a corps marching tune, "Wandering the King's Highway."  The idea of a motto 
had been suggested by Lieutenant-Colonel Tim Tyler shortly before his retirement in December 1962, 
but although the idea was taken up by the directorate, the search for something appropriate to the 
role and functions of the corps initially led nowhere. In 1964 the Military Heraldry Society, based in 

Britain, was approached for help and passed on the request to its worldwide membership, with the 
result that by later the same year the society was able to report that a member in Texas had come up 
with 'Videre parare est'. The suggested motto was submitted to the Adjutant-General's Branch and 
duly authorised towards the end of 1964" 

  
John further advised that Don Macdonald, Director, Jan 1960/ Mar 1967, was keen on the 
motto and the corps marching tune which was produced by the Army Director of Music located 
at Balcombe in those days.  He believed that Clem was the DAD Admin/etc in Survey 
Directorate at the time and did all the leg work including the suggestion to refer the selection 
of a motto to the Military Heraldry Society in Britain.  At the time, John was on the staff at 
the School at Balcombe, the Directorate had moved to Canberra in 1963, so the School as well 
as the Regt were involved a lot in "helping" with the arrangements in Melbourne.  John 
mentions that 50 years (golden jubilee of the Corps) was quite an occasion and noted that it 
was a pity we didn‟t get the chance to make the century.    
 
As an interesting aside, John Bullen noted that a Latin motto being adopted by a group of 
people who mostly don‟t know Latin can lead to unexpected issues.  For a time, our new 
motto was not necessarily being spelt correctly by corps members and was often written as 
„Videre parere est‟.  We needed to be careful with our Latin verbs as evidently, „Parare‟ is to 
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prepare and „Parere‟ is to submit!  To profess that we surrender on sight is a little untidy for 
a military organisation.   
 
For all those RASvy Corps Association members who have been seriously stressed that they 
don‟t know the words to our marching song, pine no longer as they are provided below.  
However, Charlie Watson advises that the words were to be rewritten by the Noonan Brothers 
who were good musicians and served in 2/1 Topo during the war.  He believes that there may 
be a draft of the new words in one of the National Survey Corps Bulletins but that they were 
never finalised and approved. 
 
If you want to hear this sung well, an event akin to a miracle in my opinion, there is a version 
by tenor Peter Dawson as part of the soundtrack to the RASvy commemoration plaque 
ceremony DVD of July 2007.  Copies are available from Charlie Watson. 
 
WANDERING THE KINGS HIGHWAY 
 

Verse 1. 
So long to you, gotta be on the 

road again 
So long to you, gotta hitch up 

my load again 
It’s been great to meet you here 

Right good company, right good 
cheer. 

Now then my lads, anyone like 

to come with me. 
A wand’ers life is free 
I can say, night & day. 

Nothing ever worries me 

 

Verse 2. 
Nights are cold, maybe I am 

growing old. 
Yet I thrive. 

And the pals I meet, make it 
good to be alive. 

Comrades farewell, what if we 
never meet again, 

The memory will stay. 

As I go, rain or snow, 
Wandering the Kings Highway. 

 

Verse 3 
I’ve always been a rover 

Summer & Winter too 
Wandering the wide world over 

Seems like I always do 
But when I start my journey 

At the dawn of another day 
I give my health to comrades 

Pals of the Kings Highway 

 

 

Remembrance Day Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nice food, wine and company at the 
Lanterne Rooms restaurant. 
 
At the annual Remembrance Day dinner 
from right to left: John Bullen, Yvonne 
Bullen, Dave McLachlan and partner Sue, 
Rob McHenry, Tosha McHenry and Charlie 

Watson.    
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’62 PNG Trip Follow Up 
With thanks to Keith Broadbent 

 
Keith Broadbent noted Bill Harvey‟s story in the last two 
newsletters and has provided a few photos from the same trip.   
Keith was part of the Kerema, Port Moresby & Dogura and then 
the Wewak, Vanimo, Sepik surveys in early 60‟s.  He left the Army 
in 1965 and joined the SEC Victoria where he worked for nearly 30 
years.     
 
Coincidentally, Don Swiney has provided some photos from his 
15/59 Basic Course at Balcombe which included a very young Keith 
Broadbent.  I have included some of these in the Photo Gallery 
section. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos L to R, top to bottom:  Keith with Herc at Townsville, Dick Jackson Hope at Gaile, LSM beached at Dogura, 
Adastra Hudson at Wewak, Dave Owen at East Cape camp and Jackson Airport boarding for home. 
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RASvy Nominal Roll Project – Follow Up 
By Peter Jensen 

 
Since February this year a great asset to the project has been Army data very gratefully 
provided through Greg Tolcher.  Thus far, Greg and a Reserve non-RASvy officer, have 
provided 2,400 names in digital form.  The majority of these records are from searches of 
computer databases of serving personnel from 1972 for the ARA and 1986 for the Reserve.  
 
Digital records of earlier service were created from transcriptions of microfiche based 
information.  I have merged these primary datasets with secondary data from unit 
associations (see below) to de-conflict, cross-check and edit.   
 
Greg has also offered to arrange for me to access boxes of RASvy Routine Orders Part 2 stored 
in Melbourne.   These cover World War 2 and the later period up to 1971.    
 
I now have 4,840 names with the biggest gap being World War 2.  I await a reply to a request 
to the Department of Veterans Affairs nominal roll team for them to search their World War 2 
nominal roll (on their internet website) for Survey Corps personnel.    
 
When I started the project I thought that ex-Survey Corps (incl 1910 – 1996) members might 
total about 7000. 
 
I must acknowledge and thank the following people for providing to me digital datasets or 
lists of Survey Corps members: 
 

 WA Roll Books 1946-1990 in digital form (provided by Brian Mead – work done by Don 
Cocker and Barry Parker) 

 SA Roll Books 1949-1994 in digital form and searches of CARO databases (Arthur Henson 
and Alex Munro) 

 Appendix Six Nominal Roll Names from “Mapmakers of Fortuna” in digital form (provided 
by Gary Warnest) 

 A Sect 1 Topo Svy Tp, Vietnam Roll, in digital form (Lloyd Paterson) and a list (provided by 
Charlie Watson – work done by John Bullen) 

 All Ranks list 1948 (provided by Charlie Watson) 

 Officer „stud‟ list 1965 (provided by Charlie Watson) 

 Officer lists February 1996, January 1989 and February 1983 (provided by Charlie Watson) 
 

In the next two years I hope to get the roll to version 0.1 stage of about 95% of names 
identified and about 80% of records complete and correct.  I will then send it to the 
Associations for perusal and to help identify omissions and errors.   I propose to have the 
released version published to the Corps Associations‟ website well before the Corps centenary 
in 2015.  The on-line roll will no doubt be incomplete and contain errors and will be updated 
as suitable information becomes available. 
 
If anyone has lists or databases of RASvy members I would be very grateful of a copy of that 
information.  My email address is: pajmjensen@gmail.com 
 

mailto:pajmjensen@gmail.com
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Crossword 
 
There won‟t be any more crosswords for some time as John Mobbs is off swanning around 
Mauritius - a barely acceptable excuse.  He advises that he will be over there on a working 
contract for about 14 months in a place called Tamarin on the west coast.  He is pretty busy 
learning to speak and understand French.   I asked for a picture of something uniquely 
Mauritian and he provided the following shots of an innovative mobile phone tower disguised 

as a palm tree.  He advised that this one lost a bit 
of “foliage” due to a cyclone but that they are 
dotted around the countryside.  Undamaged ones 
obscure the microwave antennae completely.  Even 
the concrete base is textured to resemble the bole 
of a palm. 
 
 

 

Tall Tales & True 
 

COLD WAR HYPE 
By Rob McHenry 

 
When Peter sent me the story about Smithfield and our connection with the Global Positioning 
System, I couldn‟t help remembering similar hysteria amongst a few in Perth when it was 
revealed 5 Fd Svy Sqn (“the Army”) was using MX 1502 Doppler satellite tracking devices in 
the mid 1980s.  Someone, for some obscure reason, had joined the dots and connected MX 
(Magnavox) with MX missiles.  If they had their way, we needed immediate shelter as 
Swanbourne was ground zero for an imminent Russian nuke.  Unfortunately, I don't remember 
any cartoons but this really did represent a great opportunity lost.  
 



Page 9                        ACT Newsletter              Issue 4/09 

 

 
NUKM2L 
With thanks to Peter Jensen 

 
My first day of orientation at Ohio State Uni, in 1984, included two practice evacuations into 
the radiation shelter deep under our building.  Student chuckles at the time but quite recent 
stories of how close the US and USSR came to nuclear exchange at that time (from a 
faulty USSR infrared satellite warning system), perhaps puts it into perspective.  Having said 
that, one of my good mates in the class was a young US Air Force CAPT, Missile Launch 
Officer, just out of the silos in North Dakota.  His car rego plate was a bit of a worry - 
NUKM2L.  This was possibly acceptable in North Dakota. 

 
TRAIN SPOTTING 
With thanks to Mark Heinrich 

 
Back in the early 80s, the Corps mapping effort included coverage of the railway corridor 
across the western part of South Australia. 4 Fd Svy Sqn duly despatched a small field 
checking party to the area (around Ooldea if my failing memory serves me correctly) to 
confirm the photogrammetric plotters' conclusion that in fact there was nothing there but a 
railway line, a few graded tracks, and saltbush. 

  
With such limited infrastructure, it became common practice for SGT Fred Smalley and his 
offsider to cross the main east-west railway line at a point of their convenience, rather than 
traverse a further 50-100km to the nearest crossing. With only one or two trains a day, the 
risk was low.  

  
What they didn't factor into their subconscious risk assessment though, was that the Mk3 
Landrovers had no diff locks. So when crossing on a diagonal at one stage, they found the 
vehicle rocking on the railway line, the transmission unable to apply drive. As both party 
members lay under the vehicle trying to resolve this, they began to feel a vibration coming 
through the lines - yes, it was the main east-west train for the day! Fred, who was a very fit 
runner at that stage of his career, tore along the line at top speed, frantically waving his 
arms as the train approached. Fortunately the driver was alert and was able to stop the train 
in time. 

  
The squadron subsequently received a stern letter from the SA Railways, to which a suitably 
apologetic response was penned, promising that the matter was taken very seriously and that 
the soldiers concerned had been counselled about their inappropriate actions.  Needless to 
say, Fred and his offsider (whose name escapes me) featured in the squadron's end of year 
awards that year for 'exceptional service to train spotting'. 

 
PENTAGON SECRETS 
From Bill Harvey 

 
If I remember correctly, this story came about when we were working with the US Coast and 
Geodetic Survey in 1967.  At that stage, USC&GS was involved in a world-wide program of 
observation of the satellites Pageos and Echo II from which the first non-astronomical global 
model (WGS72) was computed.  I was attached to a four man USC&GS team for the six months 
that it took to gather a full set of observations from a single station.  We set up the station on 
the site of the solar observatory at Culgoora near Narrabri (from memory, Joe Farrington was 
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on Thursday Island and I have the feeling that someone else from the Corps may have been at 
Invercargill).  We had direct telex and single-sideband radio communication to Beltsville, 
Maryland (high tech in those days) and I think that it was from there that we got the following 
story.   
 
At the Pentagon way back in the 70s.  SO1 Int gets a memo on his desk, reads and signs it and 
passes it up to his boss.  Next day it comes back with the message "you are not cleared to 
read this memo: erase your signature and initial the erasure".    
 
The Yanks we were working with at the time swore the story was true and whether it is or not 
is another question – who knows .  However it's a good yarn and I could well believe it. 

 

Vale  
 
It is with considerable sadness that this section of our newsletter notes the passing of more of 
our members.   
 
DOUG MALLIGAN 
From Magna Carto 

 
216958 Douglas Malligan was a quiet, specialist Litho retoucher at Fortuna for many years, a 
mentor to many and a fine gentleman.  He passed away in July. 
 
DOB  28/8/27 
Enlist 8/6/66  1 RTB   
Deemed qualified  Dtmn Litho  293-0 (later 103-0) (based on civilian qualifications) 
Post  Army Svy Regt 1/9/66 
Lithographic Course 3/7/67 - 30/10/67 
Prom  T/Cpl   15/7/68 
Prom Cpl  5/6/69 
Prom T/Sgt  20/4/70 
Prom Sgt  1/9/72 
Prom  T/WO2  3/6/75 
Prom  WO2  1/2/76 
Qualified Tech Photo 416-0 
Prom WO1  20/2/80 
Discharged  26/8/82 
Awarded National Medal,  DFSM 
Comment:  Interesting career.  Mature age entrant.  Excluding promotion courses, attended 
one course and was only posted to one unit.  Made it to WO1 in 13 years. (Current RSM-A took 
17 years) 
 
 
KEVIN MURPHY 
 
1705494 Kevin Joseph Murphy died suddenly and unexpectedly on 12 July 2009.  He was aged 
75.   
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Born Gympie QLD  8/12/1933 
Civilian occupation: Surveying 
Joined National Service 5/1/1953  and posted to A Coy 11 National Service Training Battalion  
After three months he completed NS and went onto the Inactive list. 
He served 22 days with QUR and 14 days with 110 Coy RAASC. 
Discharged  4/1/1958 
Enlisted into the ARA on 18/7/1966 with regimental number 1200943 
Rank Lt and Corps RAAEC and posted to 1 RTB 
8/1/1969 posted to Aust Army Forces FARELF (Malaysia) 
13/12/1969 posted to HQ 28 COMWEL INF BDE (Singapore) 
Promoted Capt 18/7/1970 
3/8/1971 posted to School Mil Svy 
Transferred to RA Svy 31/12/1972 
14/2/1973  posted to LTS 
Attended RA Svy Junior Officers Course 16/1/74 
22/11/1974 posted to Army Svy Regt 
13/1/1975 posted to 8 Fd Svy Sqn as OC 
Attended PNG Pidgin Language course 5/2/1975 
Promoted T/Maj 1/8/1975 
Promoted Substantive Maj 18/7/1976 
Returned from PNG 3/1/1977 
15/3/1977 posted to HQ 3 MD 
8/12/1978 posted to School Mil Svy 
2/2/1981 posted to Army Svy Regt 
6/7/1981 posted to DSVY OPS BR DEFARM as SO1 (SVY) and promoted to Lt Col 
7/12/1981 posted to School Mil Svy as the CO 
Awarded DFSM 16/3/1984 
Attended Joint Warfare Course 19/11/1984 
15/1/1985 posted to HQ FF Comd as SO1 (Svy) 
On 5/1/1987 went on long service leave 
Resigned 31/12/1987  
Award National Service Medal 
Award Australian Defence Medal 

  
 
ROSS MCMILLAN 
 
42180 Ross McMillan died Tuesday 4 August 2009 in the early hours of the morning. 
 
Born 24/5/1940 
Enlisted 5/3/1958  Pte 1 RTB 
18/1/1958 posted to School Mil Svy 
Attended Basic Tech Trg Course 14/7/1958 
15/5/1959 posted Army Svy Regt 
16/6/1959 posted to N Comd Fd Svy Sec 
Promoted T/Cpl 2/2/1961 
Promoted Cpl 5/9/1961 
10/5/1963 posted to 1 Topo Svy Sqn 
Attended Snr NCO Svy Course 22/8/1963 
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Promoted T/Sgt 19/2/1964 
Promoted Sgt 1/7/1964 
19/6/1965 TDY to PNG until 1/10/1965 
1/12/1965 posted to N Comd Fd Svy Unit 
24/8/1966 posted to School Mil Svy 
Attended WO Svy Course 4/10/1966 
Attended Instr Refresher Course 3/7/1967 
Promoted WO2 14/11/1967 
Attended Op Mapping Course 14/11/1969 
24/2/1970 posted to 1 Div Topo Svy Tp (Vietnam) 
Promoted T/WO1 13/3/1970 
25/1/1971 posted to 2 Fd Svy Sqn 
1/2/1971 Promoted WO1 
Attended Map editing Course 14/2/1972  
21/1/1975 posted to HQ FF Comd 
Promoted to Capt 1/1/1982  
20/1/1982 posted to Ops Br 
31/3/1983 posted to AAVU 
22/8/1983 posted to Ops Br 
15/1/1985 posted to School Mil Svy 
Promoted T/Maj 15/6/1987 
Promoted Maj 1/1/1988 
Discharged 23/2/1990  
Honours and Awards 
MBE 
AASM 
ASM Clasp PNG 
DFSM 
Vietnamese Campaign Medal 
Vietnam Medal 
National Medal 
Australian Defence Medal 
PNG Defence Medal 

   
I, like many young Sappers of the late 1960s and early 1970s, was excellently schooled in the 
knowledge and skills of surveying and the work and traditions of the Corps by the then 
Warrant Officer Class Two McMillan. The thought of being paraded before him for what we 
believed was a minor infraction was almost too much to imagine, but invariably resulted in 
some restriction of privilege which we no doubt deserved.  He certainly instilled the need for 
discipline, completeness, precision and accuracy in our work and I still remember the half-
velocity of light to eight decimal places (taught by Ross in his Tellurometer class) as if it was 
my regimental number.  Later I enjoyed his comradeship, fellowship and wise and sound 
advice as a fellow officer.  He did a great deal of good for the Corps, and its recorded history 
through his excellent work for the museum.  His Corps work was recognised by the nation in 
1982 being awarded the Order of the British Empire - Member (Military).  He will be sadly 
missed.  
Peter Jensen 
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SIEGFRIED GEORG MEHLING 
 
52904  Siegfried Georg Mehling died on Wed 19 August 2009. 
Born Germany  21/5/1930  
Enlist  24/2/1955   1 RTB 
Post  30/6/1955  School Mil Svy 
Post  6/4/1956  AHQ Svy Regt 
Qualified   Basic Tech Trg 
                 Draughtsman  Topo  Class III 
                 Draughtsman  Topo  Class II 
Discharge  19/12/1957   Medical (Duodenal ulcer) 

 
From Magna Carto 

"Siggy" or "German Jack" worked on the Klimsch Camera at Fortuna and was an avid supporter 
of the Ex Fortuna Association.  In 1950, Siggy joined the Survey Corps in WA and was then 
posted to Bendigo.  He applied for discharge but it took a year to happen as the system 
realised that he had not become an Australian citizen and was still a German national - 
sensitive issue at this time.  After discharge, Siggy went on to work 30 years for the Main 
Roads Board in Bendigo.  He had a great sense of humour, a strong accent and never missed 
an Ex Fortuna Survey Association function.  He eventually gained citizenship and took on this 
country as his own, proudly marching at Anzac Day.  
 
 
MICHAEL ROBERT WAGLAND 
 
39530  Michael Robert Wagland died unexpectedly on 25 October 2009 aged 62. 
DOB  5/7/47 
Enlist  17/7/67  1 RTB 
Post School Mil Svy  4/12/67 
Basic Svy Course  17/1/68 - 19/6/68 
Qualified  Svyr Topo 394-1 
Post AHQ Svy Regt  19/6/68 
Photogrammetric Ops Course  15/1/69 - 12/2/69 
Prom T/Cpl  1/4/70 
Intermediate Svy Course 16/2/70 - 27/5/70 
Qualified Svyr Topo 394-2 
Prom Cpl  21/5/71 
Advanced Svy Course  18/8/71- 1/12/71 
Prom T/Sgt  2/3/73 
Prom  Sgt  1/9/74 
Qualified Svyr Topo 394-3 
Advanced Fortran Course 18/11/74 - 29/11/74 
Prom  SSGT  1/2/76 
Appointed Lt  13/10/77 
Post  Army Svy Regt  15/10/77 
Young Offr Course  2/11/77 - 30/11/77 
NBCD Instr Course  8/11/78 - 8/12/78 
Post  4 Fd Svy Sqn  (Tp Offr)  21/1/80 
Unit Emplaning Officers Course  7/10/80 - 28/10/80 
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Prom  T/Capt  1/2/81 
Prom Capt  13/10/81 
Post  HQ 4 MD (SO3 Coord)  1/12/81 
Post 4 Fd Svy Sqn (2 IC) 11/7/83 
Post  LTS (Civil Schooling)  29/2/84 
Award DFSM 
Post  DCCS-A  (SO2 MSD) 
Prom Maj  15/12/86 
Award Clasp to DFSM 
Post OPS BR  (SO2  Mngt Sys Dev)  15/12/86 
Post  DCGS  (SO2 Software)  12/2/90 
Award 2nd clasp to DFSM 
Discharge  17/10/93 
 
DOUGLAS WILLIAM BATH 
From Brian Mead 

 

WX31833 Doug Bath died on I November aged 89.  He was a regular attendee on Anzac Day in 
Perth and always travelled up from Bunbury for the day.  Doug was a good friend of the late 
Ray Sargeant. 

  
Doug served with the WW2 Units - 4 Fd Svy Coy (Karrakatta) and later with 2/1 Aust Army 
Topo Svy Coy (Overseas). 
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Blue Warwick 

 

Don Swiney

 

Hans Kramer 

 
Daryl Parker 

 

Jack Giles 

 

Laurie Attridge 

 

Photo Gallery 
Photos, old and new, related to RASvy Corps activities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15/59 Basic Survey Course members (thanks to Don Swiney):- 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Too good to pass up.  Photo of John Gregs 
with some of his mates in PNG.  John was 
involved with a number of adventure 
training activities and I believe this shot 
was at the Mount Hagen show. 
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Bruce Bellett, Daryl Parker, Keith Lockhart 
& Don Swiney 
 

 
Harry Watson & Hans Kramer 

 
Sammy Watson 

 
Tom Sawyer & Keith Broadbent 

 
Don Swiney, Dave O‟Hara & Blue Warwick 

I should add that when I first saw these photos, I commented to 
Don Swiney that I would not have recognised him as a young 
Sapper.  He quickly replied with….. “Yeah, well, the bloody 
Army has a lot to answer for.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


