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A note from the Editor
This third edition of the 2017 Canberra Survey Corps Association newsletter includes a brief
report by Charlie Watson on the Association’s celebration of the 102nd anniversary of the
formation of the Australian Survey Corps on 1st July 1915. For other articles and notes I thank
Peter Raue, Bob Skitch and Graham Hales for their contributions.
I am forever asking you all for contributions in any form to the newsletter and this is another
call for those perhaps nearly forgotten photos and stories. It is great to see the popularity of
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/RASVY/ (managed by Daryn Radford) for
mates to keep in touch and to disseminate information of all types in a timely manner.
In this newsletter at this time of this year it is appropriate that we remember Flight
Lieutenant Ralph Taylor, 9 Squadron RAAF, who was killed in an aircraft accident on a survey
operation (Operation CENDERAWASIH) in Irian Jaya, Indonesia, 40 years ago on 29th July 1977,
and our former Colonel-in-Chief Royal Australian Survey Corps Her Royal Highness The
Princess of Wales who was killed in a motorcar accident in Paris, France, 20 years ago on 31st
August 1997.

Peter Jensen
Editor/President pajmjensen@gmail.com
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Corps Birthday 2017
By the Editor with contribution from Charlie Watson

The 102nd Corps birthday lunch was celebrated at the Kingston Hotel on Friday 30th June with
thirteen members not having joined the popular winter exodus to warmer climes at that time
of year. Charlie reports that everyone was camera shy on the day but an extract from his
events attendance log records those who enjoyed the get together: Charlie Watson, Martin
Lyons, John and Heulwen Mobbs, Roger Hancock, Rob McHenry, Ross Jenkins, Owen Moss,
Danny Galbraith, Kev Kennedy, Peter Ralston, Peter Gorton and Andrew McLeod (I think it
was Andrew but his signature was a bit hard to read – I apologise if that is wrong). Apologise
tendered were from: Brian Henshaw, Roger Rees, Peter Jensen, Paul Leskovec, Dave Miles,
Andrew Caudle, Gary Drummond, Dawn Laing, John Bullen and Steve Cooper.

More from John Mobbs’ article ‘Between the Lines – Brushes
with Fame’
By Bob Skitch

Peter…………I particularly enjoyed the well researched story of the Boyds (by John Mobbs). We
certainly had some remarkably competent artistic talent in the Corps, much of it at the
Regiment and I became aware of this progressively during my service there as a Cpl in
1959/60 and as a LtCol 1977-80. You may recall Harvey Hall, CO/CI of the school in the late
1960s to 1971. Harvey enlisted in 1940 believing he would be safely ensconced in Melbourne
for the duration. Not to be! He was very much part of the Melbourne artistic community so
hence Survey Corps. Don’t think he did a great deal of art work during his 30 odd years of
service but when he retired in 1971 to his very attractive home in Albury he returned to art –
did well and certainly what I saw of his work was very impressive. But there were many
others, none greater than the Boyds.
There is of course one other – William Torrance, serve in WW2 Dec 40 to Feb 46. He was a
prolific artist both during his service and afterwards. I note from the nominal roll that his
rank on discharge was WO2. I know little of him – where he served other than north Qld and
New Guinea. He died in the late 1990s, maybe a little later. Apparently after the war he lived
a near hermit’s life on the outskirts of Brisbane, maybe Inala or thereabouts in what some
have described as a hut or little more. It was there that he continued a most prolific life in
art. At his death His dwelling was accessed and it proved to be a treasure trove of drawings,
sketches, water colours, line drawings. I once saw a publication of some of these – I think the
water craft that plied the Brisbane River and the Bay and islands. Maybe the publication sold
quite well. Clearly he must have had friends and supporters who kept an eye on him. By
whatever arrangement on his death all of his accumulated art work was taken over by the
United Service Club and auctioned with the proceeds going to some nominated charity. The
Club retained a few watercolours (about foolscap size) depicting army shipping in north
Queensland ports which are on permanent display in the reading room. More significantly the
Club has a large oil self portrait of Torrance in WW2 Service Dress wearing a hat fur-felt
(slouch) with the side up showing the WW2 Survey triangular colour patch (purple and white).
I have been told that Torrance was a strong individual, a man of very few words. Apparently
he never married.
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By Peter Raue

John Mobbs’ article Between the Lines – Brushes with Fame in the previous newsletter
referred to the artists Arthur Boyd and John Perceval’s Survey Corps service during the war.
I am a volunteer guide at the Hazelhurst Regional Gallery and Arts Centre in Gymea (stop
laughing). In early 2015 we had an exhibition of works from the Tarrawarra Museum by iconic
post-war Australian Artists including Arthur Boyd and John Perceval. The Survey
Corps/Fortuna link gave me good stuff to embellish my guided tour spiel when talking about
Boyd and Perceval’s works.
Actually, Arthur and his two brothers, Guy and David, all served in the corps and were all at
Fortuna at the same time. This, in itself might have historical significance as I don’t know of
any other cases of three siblings serving in the same unit at the same time. Guy and David
also went on to be accomplished artists and sculptors post war. Besides serving at Fortuna,
David also served with a Field Topographic Company and was based on the Atherton
Tablelands.
Unfortunately, the Boyd’s military service was less than exemplary and is detailed in David
Boyd’s autobiography “An Open House – Reflections of my early life” published in 2012 (ISBN
978 1 7427 04500). In this book, David devotes a whole chapter to their time at Fortuna, and
other chapters to their wartime exploits.
The story of Arthur Boyd’s entry into the Corps:
“The day was fast approaching when Arthur would receive an ominous official letter … Soon
after that OHMS letter arrived one of the most unwarlike and gentle youths in Australia
donned khaki.
Arthur had no intention of being led like a lamb to the slaughter; in the meantime, if he
must wear a slouch hat, he preferred the one with the feathers in the top. And so, towards
the end of 1940, at his own request, Arthur was drafted into a signal unit of a Light Horse
regiment.
After stamping his feet to keep the circulation going during four months of a bitterly cold
Ballarat winter, the feathers were snatched from his hat and without consultation n Arthur
was transferred to a machine-gun unit at Mount Martha.
But rescue work was around the corner. When on leave from Mount Martha, Arthur
consulted Keith Nichol, a boyhood painter friend who worked as a sergeant draughtsman in a
city-based cartographic unit. Keith introduced Arthur to a nice old Captain Smith, who told
him to draw a map.
Keith helped draw map.
Map accepted.
Application successful.”
Unlike his brothers, Guy Boyd was not conscripted. He volunteered to join the army on the
basis that “a volunteer has more say where he goes than a conscript. It’s a matter of
personal pride” and “soon after taking the oath of allegiance on the 21st December, 1941, at
Royal Park Barracks, Guy joined Arthur in the Cartographic Unit on the sixth floor of a
Melbourne office building.”
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David, the youngest, was initially conscripted into the militia Light Horse but following
requests from his brothers Arthur and Guy, he was transferred to the Cartographic Unit
(which had transferred to Fortuna in Bendigo by then). He was later transferred to a Field
Topographic Company which moved to the Atherton Tablelands. There he befriended another
noted Australian Artist, Wesley Penberthy, a finalist in the 1949 Archibald Prize and the 1950
Sulman Prize. Dave and Wesley volunteered for permanent morning kitchen duty so that they
could paint in their makeshift studio during the day and plotted ways to get themselves
discharged from the army. That ended badly when they were charged for burying their
rifles. Wesley got 20 days in the stockade from their OC for insubordination during the
hearing and Dave was sent to a psychiatric hospital.
The Boyd family were raised as pacifists and all three had conscientious objections to using
weapons. To reinforce his refusal to take up a rifle, Guy Boyd staged a hunger strike whilst
at Bendigo but in a letter to his brother David he wrote “But don’t worry about your loving
brother, Dave. I’ll eat something before it’s too late and volunteer for the stretcher
bearers.” He was eventually transferred to Medical Corps and volunteered for service in New
Guinea but he served out the war teaching pottery to injured veterans at the Heidelberg
Military Hospital.
While the Cartographic unit was based in Melbourne, Arthur fell in love with his future wife,
Yvonne Lennie. When the unit moved to Bendigo, Yvonne moved there too and they rented a
room in town but had no blankets so Arthur “borrowed” a couple from Fortuna. It was a
terrible shock for them both when the military police barged in in the middle of the night and
arrested Arthur for stealing army blankets. An embarrassed Yvonne subsequently moved back
to Melbourne and the humiliation he and Yvonne had suffered at the hands of the Military
Police was locked away in a secure corner of his sensibilities. Later, he would exorcise the
degradation and his anger in paintings on the theme of persecuted lovers.
Following this incident, Arthur feigned mental illness in a failed attempt to get a discharge
but was sent back to the unit to serve out the remainder of the war as a transport driver,
delivering secret documents to military establishments scattered around the countryside of
Victoria.
According to his autobiography, David also feigned mental illness in an attempt to get out of
the army when his survey unit was in Queensland. He was eventually transferred to a
rehabilitation hospital “200 miles south of Sydney” (probably Kenmore Hospital in Goulburn)
and was eventually discharged in Sydney.
On a more humorous note, especially for anyone who served at Fortuna, Guy Boyd’s
description of another incident is also worth repeating.
“I opened the door and there was this colossal bath. Gold taps! I couldn’t believe my
eyes. Yes, one for hot and one for cold. Talk about luxury. No, I didn’t ask. Why should
I? I felt like a bath. I needed a bath, after the train journey from Melbourne. Well, I was
splashing about in this colossal bath. This is the life, I thought. Yes, I had locked the
door. There was only one bath. Why not? I said to myself. I didn’t want to embarrass
anybody. Gold taps! Can you imagine. The sheer luxury of it all. I can tell you Dave. I was
bowled over. And the soap – lovely smelling stuff, like the good old Pears soap at
Sandringham. Good grief, lather like swansdown. I can tell you dear old bath-loving brother
of mine, that soap was terrific. I could have written a poem in that bath. In fact, I felt one
coming on when there was a nasty knock on the door, and an even nastier “Who’s in
there? Who in the hell is using my bathroom?” “It’s me”, I said. “Me in the hell who?” the
nasty voice said. “Guy. Guy Boyd”, I said in a cheerful sort of way. “I’m having a
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bath”. Well it turned out to be Major Snail on the other side of the door. He was pretty
angry and told me to get out of his bathroom. Not before I finish my bath, I thought. So I
called out in a cheerful sort of way “Won’t be a moment, Major. Just washing the soap
off.” D’you know, Dave, some people are a bit peculiar. He was worried about a sapper
using his bath.

Questions from the trunk in the garage - mapping for Battle of
Milne Bay 75 years ago Aug/Sep 1942
By Peter Jensen

With the upcoming 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Milne Bay from 25th August to 6th
September 1942, I thought that I would have a look through my father’s Army memorabilia in
the trunk in the garage. Dad had served at Milne Bay during the battle, with 24th Australian
Field Company Engineers which was the engineer unit of the south-east Queensland based 7th
Australian Infantry Brigade (Militia). The unit was formed with many from Ipswich, mainly
from the remains of 7th Aust Field Company Engineers after that unit was dispatched to New
Guinea. Amongst Dad’s few Army things was the original unit Message Log covering the
period of the battle. The Message Log includes messages In and Out, Intel Summaries,
Sitreps and Locstats of all 7th Brigade units during the battle, including grid references in
relation to large scale 3 inch = 1 mile maps (scale 1:21,120). I knew of the military survey
standard 1 mile map produced by 3rd Aust Field Survey Company in early-1943 after a section
of that unit was attached to Milne Force in late 1942, but I found the question of what maps
were used during the battle a little intriguing. Of special note was the grid used as six figure
grid references in the messages were all a few ten thousand yards around 000000, suggesting
an arbitrary grid with origin somewhere in the middle of the area of operations.
By late-April 1942 Japan had captured Malaya, Singapore, most of the Netherlands East Indies
and Timor, Philippines, Rabaul, Lae/Salamaua, Bougainville and had bombed Darwin,
Broome, Townsville and other places in northern Australia. The last major places to capture,
to isolate Australia and New Zealand from the United States and to deny the United States
major forward land bases, were Port Moresby in Papua/New Guinea and Guadalcanal in the
Solomon Islands. The Japanese attack on Port Moresby from the sea, was thwarted in the
first week of May 1942, when a US aircraft carrier force, supported by a task force including
RAN ships and commanded by Australian born Rear Admiral John Crace RN (born on
Ginninderra Creek near the new Canberra suburb Crace named after his pioneer father) won
a strategic battle in The Battle of the Coral Sea. Although the US Navy followed that success
with another major victory in the Battle of Midway in early June, the Japanese pressed on
with their plans of seizing Port Moresby and Guadalcanal. The latter was occupied by
Japanese forces on 20th June.
After the success of the Battle of Coral Sea, Supreme Commander South West Pacific Area
General D. Macarthur decided to build forward operating airfield bases on the eastern end of
Papua/New Guinea mainland from which to protect Port Moresby and to attack the main
Japanese base at Rabaul. One such base was at Milne Bay, where on the 28th June 1942
elements of a US Army engineer regiment, along with force protection of Australian infantry
and anti-aircraft artillery units, began the task of building a series of three airfields. This
site was amongst one of the largest commercial coconut plantations in the world (owned by
Lever Brothers). On 21st July, Japanese forces landed at Gona on the north coast opposite
Port Moresby, to advance on the town through Kokoda then over the Owen Stanley Ranges.
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On 7th August, US Marines captured the Japanese held Tulagi Island in the Solomon Islands and
then Henderson airfield on Guadalcanal. In the ensuing naval Battle of Savo Island, the
Australian heavy cruiser HMAS Canberra was amongst ships sunk on 9th August with the loss of
84 dead and 109 wounded, while patrolling to protect the US Marine landings. But it was to
be another five months of major naval, land and air battles before the Japanese abandoned
their plan to retake Guadalcanal.
In early-July 1942, the 7th Brigade was training and building defences around Townsville. On
9th July a reconnaissance team and advance party of the 7th Brigade Group, including most of
24th Aust Field Company, departed by sea for Milne Bay. The role of the Brigade Group was
to bolster the defences with the major task of the engineers being building and maintaining
roads and bridges in the base area. The sappers were very envious of the American engineers
with their mechanical equipment, as the Australians had arrived with mainly picks and
shovels. The incessant tropical downpours (5,000 mm a year) made the task very difficult
and proceeded twenty-four hours a day, often with the sappers supervising work parties from
the infantry battalions. The 7th Brigade Group Commander, Brigadier Field, was the first
Commander Milne Force which at that stage was under command Land Headquarters then in
Melbourne but moving to Brisbane. Milne Force was to bring all forces at Milne Bay, including
RAAF, and US forces, under command if and when a Japanese landing was imminent. In midAugust the force was augmented with the arrival of the battle-hardened AIF 18th Infantry
Brigade which had returned to Australia from the Middle East a few months before. This
greatly boosted the force offensive capability. Commander Milne Force was upgraded when
Major-General Clowes was appointed and Milne Force was then placed under command New
Guinea Force. This was only a few days before the Japanese landed there.
Japanese air raids on Milne Bay began 4th August to disrupt the air base building and
deployment of air units and as a precursor to an amphibious landing. Then on the night of
25th August a Japanese force of up to 1,600 naval troops (after later reinforcement) landed
from the sea on the north-coast of the bay, between dispersed elements of the 7th Brigade’s
61st Aust Infantry Battalion, about 4 miles east of GILI GILI which was the main base area.
They intended to advance west to capture the airfields at the head of the bay. Japanese
intelligence had badly underestimated the strength of the Australian/US forces there, being
nearly 9,000 men of all units, whereas they thought there were a few infantry companies
with support troops. By then the No 1 airfield, GURNEY, was operational with two squadrons
of RAAF P-40 Kittyhawk fighters based there and bombers capable of using the airstrip. Early
on the morning after the Japanese landing, the Kittyhawks destroyed their landing barges by
low-level strafing, with assistance from bombers flying from north Queensland. The everthreat from the Kittyhawks, which were strafing forward Japanese positions just after taking
off from their GURNEY base, severely restricted Japanese operations by day. The Kittyhawks
also engaged Japanese aircraft trying to support their ground troops. At night Japanese Navy
cruisers and destroyers entered the bay to provide gunfire support which was largely
harassing rather than being effective. In five days the Japanese had advanced to the eastern
edge of the not yet completed eastern airfield. This was No. 3 strip – later named Turnbull
Field after Squadron Leader Peter Turnbull Commanding Officer 75 Sqn (Kittyhawk) RAAF who
was killed during the battle. But that was as far as the Japanese advanced when their ‘three
wave’ night attack failed with scores of Japanese killed in the flare illuminated large cleared
airfield area (Australian infantry in the forward defensive areas said they could read their
map from the lights) by field artillery, rapid fire mortars, overlapping fields of fire of Vickers
and Bren machine guns, rifle platoons in depth and backed-up by US engineer armoured halftrack vehicles with 50 and 30 calibre machine guns. A ruse which the Japanese had been
using to try and fool the Australians was talking loudly in English. In this engagement “There
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was no chant to start with, but they did yell, and one Jap sang out in pretty good English,
‘It’s no use…..we’re coming across.’ And the RSM (25th Battalion) yelled, ‘Pigs arse you are!
Hit ‘em with everything you’ve got! And then everything opened up.” (Brune, Peter, A
Bastard of a Place – The Australians in Papua, 2003, Allen and Unwin). The AIF battalions
then counter attacked and together with the 7th Brigade battalions kept pressing the fighting
retreating Japanese until their main surviving force was evacuated by sea at night on 6/7th
September from near where they had landed. Stragglers and some who had landed to
provide surveillance of the airstrips from the mountains around the bay continued to be
engaged and rounded-up for some time after. The Battle of Milne Bay was the first major
defeat for Japanese land forces in the war as they did not achieve their strategic objective.
It was also a huge morale booster for allied troops from Burma to the Solomons showing that
Japanese land forces could be defeated. For the allies the key factors were the superior
strength of the force and effective combination of air and land forces.
A few weeks later, in mid-September, the Japanese campaign against Port Moresby across the
Owen Stanley Ranges halted, having got to Ioribaiwa nearly in sight of the town. They were
then within range of Australian field artillery at Owers’ Corner (named after Lieutenant, later
Captain, Noel (Gerry) Owers of New Guinea Survey Section who surveyed the road route to
that point) which was connected to Port Moresby by road for reinforcement and resupply.
The Japanese lines of communication from the north coast beachhead could not be sustained,
they had been defeated on the left flank at Milne Bay and were under threat of defeat at
Guadalcanal if resources needed there were directed to the Kokoda/Port Moresby campaign.
They then fought a retreat from Ioribaiwa before the Australian counter-offensive back
through Kokoda and final defeat by combined Australian/US forces at Gona-Sanananda-Buna
in January 1943 after some of the fiercest fighting of the war. By this time their Guadalcanal
campaign had also failed.
As for the Milne Bay survey/mapping question, I started with looking at the 7th Brigade war
diaries and soon found references to mapping, especially the deficiency of it, which was at
the top of the commander’s fix-it list. Descriptions of the topography in any useful form for
tactical operations in close tropical terrain was non-existent. Having arrived at Milne Bay on
11th July the brigade sent a message on 13th July to Land Headquarters ‘supply urgently FALL
RIVER (codeword for MILNE BAY) 12 copies maps Papua Eastern Division Sheet 1 printed
Robinson Sydney 1918’. The brigade had no survey section and relied on the minimal
capability organic in the various intelligence sections and the engineers. On 17th March, 24th
Field Coy had received information, via 7th Brigade, from a US Army Colonel about
surveying/mapping from aerial photography (presumably tri-metrogon photography –
comment from the author), but there was no aerial photography of Milne Bay available in July
(Unit War Diary 24th Fd Coy Engr). That Milne Force was then under command Land
Headquarters then at Melbourne and moving to Brisbane and not New Guinea Force, may
have been why survey support was apparently not requested from New Guinea Force. But it
may have been a matter of priority as the New Guinea (Force) Survey Section (retitled 2nd
Aust Field Survey Section in August and later 8th Aust Field Survey Section), commanded from
July by Captain JKC Herridge, Australian Survey Corps (Permanent), was then committed in
the Port Moresby area and by late July was in direct support of the Kokoda Campaign dealing
with the imminent threat to Port Moresby.
After arriving on 11th July, the three infantry battalions of the 7th Brigade (9th, 25th and 61st)
were ordered to immediately conduct reconnaissance patrols to map tracks and obstacles
such as villages, creek-track crossings, track crossings etc and to describe the terrain to the
extent possible needed for tactical operations. Battalion intelligence sections conducted
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compass and pace surveys to build up a preliminary topographic picture with some basic
sense of scale, orientation and shape and height of the terrain. There was hydrographic
chart coverage of the coast and some detail inland around plantation jetties and wharves.
The map requested on 13th July, along with smaller scale general maps of the New Guinea
area were distributed to brigade units on 25th July. The map was medium scale 1 inch = 4
miles – with 40 maps issued to each infantry battalion.
Also on 25th July, only fourteen days after arriving there, Intelligence Milne Force produced
the Milne Force Survey Map of at least three 1 inch = 1 mile maps based on “compass by units
of Milne Force and distance by pacing”. The maps were “drawn by Lieutenant WR Piper,
supervised by Lieutenant J Grummett and traced by Sapper AJ Sterling of 24th Aust Field
Company, Australian Engineers”. The maps included a 1,000 yard grid with an origin for
eastings and northings being the middle of the Gurney Airfield. There was also a magnetic
variation diagram but no geographic graticule although the RAN had observed an astronomic
fix on the main wharf near GILI GILI. Elevation data was rudimentary in a descriptive form.
Shortly after, in August, the maps were joined and reproduced, and apparently
cartographically prepared with standard symbology, by 2/1st Aust Army Topographic Survey
Company, then in Toowoomba, with task numbers around SVY/MISC/088 (see map below).
This perhaps is the first occasion that this reach-back support was provided, and referred to
in Brig Fitzgerald’s book From Lebanon to Labuan with the letter of appreciation from
Lieutenant-General EF Herring, General Officer Commanding New Guinea Force, in November
1942 in relation to survey support for final operations against the Japanese at Buna-Gona.

1 inch = 1 mile map with 1,000 yard grid, reproduced August 1942 2/1st Army Topo Svy Coy

But what were the 3 inch = 1 mile maps referred to in the 24th Aust Field Company Message
Log during the battle? I found these at the Australian War Memorial and they appear to be
the main operations maps. They use the same grid as the 1 inch = 1 mile maps, and major
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features with additional topographic information drawn in mainly by battalion intelligence
sections, as information became available from patrol reports.

Part of 3 inch = 1 mile map with 1,000 yard arbitrary grid, approx contours 50 foot vertical interval,
produced 21st August 1942 (four days before Japanese landing) by 61st Aust Inf Bn Intelligence Section

August 2017

Canberra Survey Corps Association

Page 10

Canberra Newsletter

Issue 3/17

Explanatory note for this particular map (Australian War Memorial)

Intelligence Milne Force also produced a 2 inch = 1 mile map (below) with the same 1,000
yard grid as the 1 inch and 3 inch = 1 mile maps, possibly reproduced by 2/1st Army
Topographic Survey Company in Toowoomba (from the SVY/MISC/135 in the bottom left
corner). This may have been the main operations map of HQ Milne Force.
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It was another year before a standard military survey map was produced – see below.

A part of the July 1943 military survey 1 inch = 1 mile Milne Bay topographic map (Netherlands East
Indies Southern New Guinea Zone 1,000 metre grid on Lambert conical orthomorphic projection)
produced by 3rd Aust Field Survey Company and 6th Aust Army Topographic Survey Company from field
survey and US Army Air Force aerial photography (National Library of Australia).

Of interest but uncertain relevance, as I do not know the use of the map, is a Japanese 1942
map of Milne Bay, titled Samarai, at scale 1:250,000 with the 10,000 metre Netherlands East
Indies Grid Southern New Guinea Zone (map below). This map appears to be a 1942 US Army
Map Service product, with no change to information inside the neat line and place names in
English, but most of the marginal information and legend is replaced with a Japanese version
with the exceptions of a grid reference sample and a warning that the map was not compiled
from a military survey.
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Parts of the 1942 Japanese map ‘Samarai’ scale 1:250,000, 10,000 metre grid (National Library of
Australia)
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Vale
227127 Sergeant Paul Geoffrey BAKER (served 30 May 78 – 7 Jun 99) passed away in Canberra
on 6th June. The following eulogy was prepared by Graham Hales.
Paul Geoffrey “Pea Beau” Baker enlisted in the Australian Regular Army on 30th May 1978 as a
young 18 year old from Sydney. After completing recruit training at Kapooka, Paul was
allocated to the Royal Australian Survey Corps (RASvy) and posted to the School of Military
Survey. On completion of his initial employment training as a Photographic Technician, Pea
Beau was posted to Photo Troop, Lithographic Squadron, Army Survey Regiment at Fortuna
Villa, Bendigo in August 1979. For the next 11 years, Pea Beau filled a variety of positions and
loved the darkroom like all of us Trogs; particularly on those Monday mornings after a tiring
weekend. Whether behind the Klimsch camera, contact frame or down in Barcro, Paul was
well suited to this environment; whether wearing overalls or his King Gee shirt and undersized
shorts. Speaking of undersized shorts, Paul also represented the Army Survey Regiment’s
Aussie Rules team, the Fortuna Lions that evolved in the late 1980s to the Fortuna Fumblers;
I mean the Fortuna Falcons.
A few of us Aussie Rules players from Fortuna also played for Colbinabbin, a small country
town 50 km north-east of Bendigo in the Heathcote Football League. Paul came out with us
and made an immediate impact in dishing out a rugby tackle to an unsuspecting opposition
player on first contact! The coaches, players and spectators all took notice of Paul after that!
In late 1990, Paul was posted to 4 Field Survey Squadron in Adelaide where he spent the next
four years before returning to Bendigo in early 1995. During this period, Pea Beau was also
involved in a number of air camera operations; notably in Papua New Guinea in 1993. While
recuperating from a hectic flight schedule in Madang, on the north coast of PNG, Paul quickly
built a strong repour with the locals who soon discovered that he and his offsider on the
operation, Peter Ball played touch footy. Before you knew it, Paul met the local Club
President who was also one of the Senior PNG Rugby League administrators. Paul helped
organise a couple of training runs, 40 a side with two touch balls. So impressed were the
locals that both Paul and Peter were invited to a local rugby league game. Of the 5,000
spectators present, as Pea Beau and Peter walked through the gates they noticed something a
little bit out of the ordinary………they were the only two white blokes in the stadium! Paul
had made such an impression that when they both walked over to the players families, the
lads just said; “these are the guys from Australia we have been telling you about…..look after
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them, because they have looked after us.” That summed up Pea Beau’s positive effect on
people.
In early 1996, Paul was posted to Canberra, completing his time in Army at the Defence
Intelligence Organisation. Paul discharged from the regular Army in June 1999 after 21 years
of service to the Royal Australian Survey Corps and the Royal Australian Engineers. During his
period of service, Paul completed all promotion and specialist courses rising through the ranks
to Sergeant.
Post Army, Paul transferred to the Australian Public Service and continued to serve at the
Defence Intelligence Organisation (DIO), the Defence Imagery and Geospatial Organisation
(DIGO) and the Australian Geospatial-Intelligence Organisation (AGO).
During his distinguished service Paul was awarded:
the Defence Force Service Medal (affectionately known as the Parramatta medal – which
he no doubt found extra special!), First Clasp to the Defence Force Service Medal for 20
years’ service
the Australian Defence Medal
the Australian Operational Service Medal (Civilian) – Iraq whilst deployed as a Liaison
Officer for DIO
I knew Pea Beau close to 35 years; he was unassuming, a team player, a teammate and as Rob
Bogimal said, a Litho Brother, he would just get on with the job. When digging for some
information about Pea Beau, I had someone come back to me and say they felt bad not being
able to provide a story. I pointed out the fact that we were thinking and talking about Paul;
that was enough in itself .….
He made his lifetime a career serving our country both as a Sapper and a civilian; all of which
could not have been achieved without the loving support of his family, Sue, Lucas and Aimee.
So thank you ….
I will be forever grateful to Aimee for ringing me last Monday week, giving me the opportunity
to see Pea Beau in hospital. It is the only time I got away with planting a kiss on top of his
head. He knew it was me, I know he did by the way he reacted …… Paul, thank you for your
mateship and for your service ……..
On behalf of our Association sincere condolences to Paul’s wife Aimee and family.

On the Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/RASVY/ the passing of former RA
Svy members was posted:
Posted by Sherri Burke on 16th June – 314007 Corporal Kevin John BERRY at Bendigo, served 4
Mar 70 – 6 Jul 90
Posted by Peter Hammer on 6th July - sudden death of 1204137 Staff-Sergeant Brian William
COLLINGS in South Australia, served 1 Feb 72 – 19 Apr 97
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The dedication of the National Boer War Memorial, Canberra
By Peter Jensen

On Wednesday 31st May 2017, the Governor-General His Excellency, General the
Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) dedicated the new National Boer War Memorial
on the western side of Anzac Parade near the New Zealand war memorial at the corner of
Constitution Avenue. The main feature of the striking memorial is bronze sculptures (150%
life-size) of a typical mounted patrol section of four men and their horses on the South
African veldt. Before engaging the enemy the section would dismount with one man leading
all horses to a safe place. This design was chosen to represent the majority of the
colonial/Australian units which fought in the war after the Boer invasion of the British
territories of Natal and Cape Colony on 11th October 1899.

More than 16,000 men and women served in colonial and Australian formed units from 1899 to
1902, and about another 7,000 made their own way to South Africa to serve with British or
South African irregular units. At least 607 Australians lost their lives, making the Boer War
the third most costly in terms of lives lost in Australia’s war history. In his dedication speech
the Governor-General put the colonials and Australians who served in South Africa in their
rightful place as the fathers of the Anzacs.
My personal interest in the memorial is that my wife Jenny’s maternal great-grandfather
served in South Africa with the 1st Victorian Infantry Company, retitled 1st Victorian Mounted
Infantry. He was Private Erich Peters being wounded in action at the Battle of Pink Hill (also
known as Hobkirk’s Farm), near Rensburg, on 12th February 1900. He was repatriated to
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Australia about three months later and discharged medically unfit with a pension. His story
at Pink Hill is told in ‘Australians in War with the Australian Regiment’ p183 by Reay WT
Major
“Private Peters comes from St. Arnaud in Victoria. When word came to retire, at the
close of the Pink Hill fight, he was amongst the first to see the Boers swarm over the
ridge in front of the position held by Tremearne’s handful of men. He was quick to
realise the situation, and gallantly sought to create a diversion in favour of the hardpressed Victorians. Throwing himself down behind a rock, he opened on the enemy,
and had the satisfaction of seeing four of them fall under his fire. Then, realising that
there was nothing for it but a retreat, he deliberately smashed his rifle over a
boulder. He helped get Lieutenant Tremearne clear of the wire fence, over which that
gentleman fell, thereby escaping a bullet which whizzed over his head. Peters was hit
at this moment, and declares that the bullet was meant for Tremearne. It passed
through the soldier’s left thigh, inflicting only a flesh wound, and, continuing its
course, went also through the right thigh, fracturing the bone. The wounded man
spent a very uncomfortable night out, and as the morning sun rose, was greatly
distressed by ants, which swarmed around him. The Boers had not forgotten him. They
went through his pockets with scrupulous care, and got 2pd 3s in hard cash. Peters did
not, at that time, mind that much, being well content at the fact that the thieves
bought him a supply of good, cold water, of which he stood greatly in need. Just after
the fight he was visited by a stylish-looking Boer, attired in white collar and cuffs, and
wearing patent leather boots.
“What’s the matter with you, old chap?” said the visitor, who then began to make an
examination. “It’s no use mincing matters, old chap,” he added a little later. “You are
badly wounded. Now, if you want to write a letter, I have paper and pencil, and will
undertake to see that the letter is posted.”
Peters expressed his thanks, but declined the proffered kindness, saying he did not
want anything, and his visitor, after a few words of encouragement and conversation –
for he appears to have obse rved our man in the battle – went his way. Peters is back in
Victoria, and progressing well, although the injury to his left leg has given a lot of
trouble.”
Erich Peters was found alive by British troops the next morning. In this battle the Victorians
lost six killed in action, including their Officer Commanding, one died of wounds, thirteen
wounded in action and twelve taken prisoner of war. The four hour delaying action of the
Victorians at Pink Hill saved the withdrawing Wiltshire Regiment and the artillery. Their
courage, spirit, determination and honour was duly recognised with a unit commendation
from their General Officer Commanding the column (about 6,000 strong) Major-General RAP
Clements.
On 31st May 1902, the Boers surrendered making “the Boer republics part of the British
Empire, in return for a promise of future self-government. This promise was honoured in
1910.” (The program booklet for the dedication of the memorial – 31st May 2017)
As for military survey, it was the Boer War that changed the way which the British Army Royal
Engineers produced surveys and maps in war. “The first Mapping Section sent out that year
(1900) comprised two officers, four NCOs and a sapper. By the end of the war in 1902, there
were four Survey Sections and three Mapping Sections in South Africa. This war saw……….the
first complete map production in the field – the surveying, drawing and printing of the maps –
by the British Army.” (An Illustrated History of 250 Years of Military Survey 1747-1997, p14,
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published by the Military Survey Defence Agency 1997) After the war a royal commission to
inquire into how the British Army conducted itself in South Africa, found in part that although
a first order triangulation survey of the two colonies was completed 1883-1892 the
responsible agencies were neglectful in not producing adequate military maps when they had
the opportunity to do so. In August 1900 one British commander had angrily observed in a
despatch “Our maps are worse than useless, they are a positive danger and delusion.”
According to Amery’s The Times’ History of the War in South Africa 1899-1902: “The chief
deduction to be made in the matter is that no efforts during a war will compensate for the
lack of a proper topographical survey made in peace time. Maps are a necessity to a modern
army, and the expense of making them is very small compared with the cost of a campaign.”
(Coulthard-Clark CD, Australia’s Military Map-Makers The Royal Australian Survey Corps
1915-96, p6-7, 2000, Oxford University Press) The subsequent reorganisation of the British
Army, including the survey and mapping structure, did have flow on effects in the restructure
of the Australian military organisation from 1905, but it was to be another five years before a
full-time Survey Section RAE (Permanent) was formed to address the deficiencies in what the
Army’s Inspector-General Major-General H Finn found in 1906 “the lack of maps was a
deficiency which would be severely felt in the event of war, with the success of operations
hampered, if not jeopardised, by their absence.” (Coulthard-Clark CD, Australia’s Military
Map-Makers The Royal Australian Survey Corps 1915-96, p6-7, 2000, Oxford University Press)

Postcards – people, events, what’s new etc
By the editor

Awards and service recognised
CONGRATULATIONS TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JOHN BULLEN (Retd). In the 2017 Queen’s
Birthday Honours list, our Association member John Bullen was recognised being awarded the
MEDAL (OAM) OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA IN THE GENERAL DIVISION, for his service to
military history preservation and education. His citation read, service includes:
Secretary, ACT Branch, Duntroon Society, since 1981; Foundation Member, since 1980;
Fellow, since 1999.
Chairman, Heritage Committee, Royal Military College, Duntroon, since 2008; Coordinator,
Duntroon Guides, current.
Member, Canberra Survey Corps Association, current; Project Officer, Australian War
Memorial Survey Corps Plaque Project, 2005-2007.
Member, National Appeals Tribunal, Returned and Services League of Australia, 1996-2010.
Author, 'Captain Bullen's War - The Vietnam War Diary of Captain John Bullen', 2009.
Coach, Volleyball Club, Royal Military College, 1975-1985.
John was very surprised and honoured to receive the award and was absolutely thrilled to be
flooded with congratulatory messages from many former Corps friends, some who he had not
been in touch with for many years, especially as he had served in non-Corps appointments
from 1973. John served the Army and the Royal Australian Survey Corps from 1955 to 1983.
Of special inclusion in the award was recognition of John’s membership of the Canberra
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Survey Corps Association and the work which he did to have the Survey Corps plaque
dedicated by the Governor-General at the Australian War Memorial.

LTCOL (popularly known as the Major) CLEWS – served 1912 to 1949
Thank you to Bob Skitch who forwarded to me the e-link in the Australian Dictionary of
Biography http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/clews-hugh-powell-gough-9763 on Clews, Hugh
Powell Gough (1890–1980) who served the Corps from 1912 to 1949, in the two World Wars,
was popularly known as Clewsy, surveyed tirelessly for the Snowy Mountains Authority and
kept a mutually fond relationship with School of Military Survey at Bonegilla. Bob received
this from friend Laurie McLean (former member NATMAP) who contributes much information
to the website www.xnatmap.org .

Holiday in Northern Territory (Peter Jensen)
In June, Jenny and I along with her sister and sister’s husband enjoyed a holiday through
some the Northern Territory from Central Australia to Darwin and western Arnhem Land. In
the Darwin Bicentennial Park overlooking the outer harbour there are many commemorative
plaques to the units which served in Darwin and the Northern Territory during the Second
World War. One of those is the plaque commemorating the service of the Australian Survey
Corps units.

Another Second World War facility on the tourist list of things-to-do in Darwin these days is
the naval fuel tunnels built secretly into the hill under the Government House area and
adjacent to the now Waterfront Precinct. In one of the tunnels is an exhibition on the
bombing of Darwin. It includes a voice recording of NX134729 SPR Basil John Stahl, then
posted 7th Military District Survey Section, who as a 19 year old and youngest member of the
Survey Section was in Darwin from the first Japanese air raids on 19th February 1942. In the
recording he recalls amongst other memories……..the preparations for air attack of digging
slit trenches and sand bagging; the first air raid of 188 aircraft (from the same fleet that
attacked Pearl Harbour 10 weeks earlier) just before 10am with a bomb landing about 500
yards from the unit at Larrakeyah Barracks and as he was the only one with a camera he
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took photos of his mates in the crater; before the second raid at midday walking down to
the harbour to take a photo of the destroyed Stokes Hill wharf; only being armed with .303
rifles not much use for anti-aircraft fire; being in hospital coming out of anaesthetic after
an appendix operation during an air raid with his only protection being a mattress placed
over him with his head sticking out; surviving 53 air raids before being relieved in April
1943; attending the Darwin reunions of the 1,600 there on 19th Feb 1942; and being the last
of the 66 men in his Survey Section.
On the wall of the bar at the Point Stuart Wilderness Lodge there are four joined RA Svy scale
1:50,000 topographic line maps of the local area. The young barman told me that they were
the best maps around and were used to show visitors and fisherman the best places to fish
and visit in the wetlands and around the Mary River north of the Arnhem Highway. He was
very appreciative of my brief history lesson on who and how the maps were made, as most of
the border information had been cut off – NT Tac Map area, field survey 1976 and earlier, air
photography 1977, digital compilation 1978/79 on Automap1 being one of the world’s first
digital cartographic systems, field verification 1979, printed 1982.

Our Association Calendar 2017 – the fridge magnet
September – October 2017

Golf Day (SNAGA) – maybe at Narooma

Sat 11th November 2017

Remembrance Day dinner

Thu 14th December 2017

Christmas Happy-Hour – The Duxton Bar and Restaurant,
O’Connor shops

Wed 25th April 2018

ANZAC Day march, commemorative service and lunch
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