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Issue Note
Noting that the 100th anniversary of the Survey Corps occurs this year, Peter Jensen has produced an
article on our early history including details of founding members.
Further details of events in Canberra to mark the centenary are also provided.
Check out the tower photos from Sumatra 1972 provided by Rowan Shipley in the Photo Gallery.
Opportunities missed by the OH&S police....
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100th Anniversary of the Survey Corps - Canberra
Functions Update
By Rob McHenry

As detailed in the last newsletter, the following is provided as an overview of the events on the day.
Australian War Memorial – Wreath Laying Ceremony:Format Timing –
Medals Location –
Weather Parking Web Page -

This is a formal occasion incorporating speeches and wreath laying by dignitaries and
former Corps directors.
Ceremony commences at 11am and is expected to take approximately one hour.
To be worn.
Western Courtyard, Australian War Memorial. Seating will be provided for the
ceremony.
Note that this is an outdoor ceremony in Canberra's winter.
A number of large car parks are at the rear of the memorial. There is also an
underground carpark with disabled parking facilities. Parking is free.
http://www.awm.gov.au/

National Library of Australia – Reception and Map Viewing
Format-

Timing Medals Sponsors Parking Web Page -

This is meant to be a relaxed, informal opportunity to view selected mapping and
related documents generated over the life of the Corps. The event will be held in the
connected Brindabella and Conference Rooms and will incorporate a light
refreshment. Disabled access is available.
Commences at 3pm and is expected to last for approximately one hour
Not required
The reception is being sponsored by The Institution of Surveyors NSW and Victoria as
well as the Seniors Group of ISNSW and the Cumberland Group of Surveyors.
Catering details are now being finalised.
Ample paid parking is available in the vicinity of the Library.
http://www.nla.gov.au/

Lobby Restaurant:General Format –
Timing Dress –
Menu –
Drinks -

The restaurant is fully booked and those attending have received payment
requirements. As there may be some who have to pull out for whatever reason, a
standby list is being maintained.
This is meant to be an informal mixed gathering in a relaxed atmosphere to note the
special nature of the occasion - 100 years since the commencement of the Corps.
However, there will be an MC, a guest speaker (Chris Clark), and a number of toasts.
6:45 for 7:00pm and out around 11pm.
Smart casual.
Three courses with tea and coffee. Special dietary requirements will be catered for.
All funds collected above the cost of the meal will be expended on drinks. Once this
amount is used, thirsty members will be able to purchase from a cash bar.
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One table will be reserved for the guest speaker. Apart from this, there is no seating
plan.
A restaurant table layout will be provided closer to the date.
A large area of car park is available across Parkes Place West. Parking is free of an
evening.
www.thelobby.com.au/

Faces of the Corps

John Mobbs is working
through several hundred
variable quality photos from
contributors and related
Association newsletters. An
early example of the 'Faces'
format is provided.
John has stopped accepting
new photos as he works
through the existing pile.
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100 Years Ago – Survey Section Royal Australian
Engineers (Permanent) & the Australian Survey Corps
(Permanent) in 1915
Produced by Peter Jensen
In January 1915 the world had been at war for more than five months and the Australian Imperial
Force (AIF) was conducting unit and formation level training in Egypt. Within two months the AIF 1 st
Australian Infantry Division and the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade as part of the New Zealand and
Australian Division were formed into the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) and six
weeks later in early-April were rehearsing rapid opposed amphibious landings at Mudros Bay,
Lemnos, Greece about 60 miles south-west of the Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey. This was the
concentration area for a huge invasion fleet of ships, and 80,000 sailors and soldiers of the
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. In early-April, Headquarters ANZAC moved from Egypt to
Imbros, Greece only 15 miles south-west of Gallipoli, along with the printing section then known as
the GHQ Printing Section, but formerly the ANZAC Printing Section, commanded by a British Army
officer and manned by civilians from the Survey of Egypt. The great value of a force level organic
printing capability was noted by the Australians and in January 1916 the AIF despatched the sevenman (one Warrant Officer and six NCOs) Printing Section, Egypt to the Middle East theatre from
Australia. Gallipoli operations maps had been prepared and printed by the Survey of Egypt using
older maps from the British War Office General Staff Geographic Section and Ordnance Survey.
Intelligence updates were routinely overprinted on the operations maps by the deployed GHQ
Printing Section which used hand-powered lithographic presses for printing panoramas, sketch maps
and diagrams before the landings and topographical and trench maps afterwards.
Meanwhile, the highest priority and most urgent military survey and mapping for the Australian
General Staff was for the defence of Australia’s major cities and ports and the Survey Section Royal
Australian Engineers (Permanent) was working hard to address this requirement of military standard
one-inch-to-one-mile maps in all of the States. The Survey Section organisation was along
functional lines with a trigonometric survey sub-section (Lieutenant officer-in-charge, a Warrant
Officer and hired horse driver, cook and four labourers), topographic survey sub-sections (each a
CSM and up to six NCOs) in the Military Districts and the draughting sub-section (Warrant Officers) in
the 3rd Military District along with Army Headquarters, Melbourne. The establishments meant that
about 2,000 square miles, or four to five one-mile maps could be surveyed and mapped each year.
This was far from satisfactory to achieve the defence requirement and was simply a reflection of
the inadequate assigned resources. Technical methods were: trigonometric survey by geodetic
triangulation, topographic survey by plane table, colour separated fair drawing by ink draughting on
linen from the plane table sheets, lithographic photography print preparation and printing by the
Victorian Government Printer supervised by the draughting sub-section. In the first half of 1915 the
Section manning increased to nineteen with the enlistment of topographers Corporal Bowen-Jones
on 1st January and Corporal Joseph Edward Bradley on 17th June.
Then, with effect of 1st July, the most important and significant change in the organisation of the
Australian military survey was the formation of the Australian Survey Corps, part of the Permanent
Force, and the transfer of all of the officers, warrant officers and non-commissioned officers of the
Survey Section RAE to the new Corps. In total this was nineteen men. The Order-in-Council to form
the Corps had been signed by the Governor-General Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson in June 1915. The
exact reason for the formation of the Corps appears to have been lost along with the relevant Army
Headquarters administrative file, but the desire to be more autonomous and to be responsible for
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all aspects of administration, personnel, logistics and technical standards had been long sought by
the Survey Section. This was different to the British Army model but it was then not uncommon for
small functional specialities to be grouped into Corps. Three AIF members of the Pigeon Corps were
despatched to France in mid-1918. The Queensland born Lieutenant (Hon Captain) Cecil Verdon
Quinlan was appointed as the first Officer Commanding Australian Survey Corps (Permanent) until he
resigned later that year to make his way to the Middle East to join the British Army there. Quinlan
later gave credit to the ‘creator of the Corps’ being the previous General Staff Director of Military
Operations, then Major Brudenell White. At the time the Corps was founded, White was at Gallipoli
as the HQ 1st Australian Infantry Division Chief of Staff and being later responsible for the brilliant
plan to evacuate Gallipoli which was executed with very few casualties eight months after the
landings.

Australian Survey Corps founded 1st July 1915

Back row from left – Cpl A Anderson, Cpl J Bowen-Jones, CSM V Radcliffe, Cpl O Watson
Centre row from left – WO N Shiels, Sgt H Clews, Sgt A Clements, Cpl J Bradley, Cpl D Blaikie, Sgt A Murray,
CSM H. Rossiter
Front row from left – WO J Macdonald, WO Hon Lt J Raisbeck, Lt Hon Capt C Quinlan, WO J Lynch, CSM E
Davies, CSM H Roseblade, WO Newland (military staff clerk AHQ)
Absent – WO R Mollross and Sgt A Barrett

Then on the 13th July, Thomas Alexander Vance was appointed Lieutenant Australian Survey Corps to
command the Survey Section then working in Western Australia. He was a 32 year old Victorian
born, having qualified in 1905 as a licensed surveyor and civil engineer being articled to GW Ellis of
the Mines Department Western Australia. He had survey experience in New Guinea, the New
Hebrides, worked on the survey for the transcontinental railway across the Nullabor Plain and on
the border survey for the new Federal Capital Territory. He had military experience having served
in the militia Goldfields Infantry. In January 1918 he joined the AIF Australian Survey Corps draft to
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Europe, serving with Royal Engineer Staff Depot Field Survey Company in France on minor
triangulation work, and attending survey schools in France and England before returning to Australia
in June 1919 and being reappointed Lieutenant in the Australian Survey Corps. On the retirement of
Captain Lynch in 1934, Captain Vance was the senior officer of the Australian Survey Corps, then
promoted Major in 1936 and appointed Officer Commanding Australian Survey Corps. As such he was
responsible for the Corps’ increments leading up to the Second World War and then the major
reorganisation and Instructions for War - Survey in the early stages of the war. In his first year as
the Corps’ senior officer he was responsible for bringing the disparate triangulation networks of the
eastern States onto one system based on Sydney Observatory. Between the wars he was responsible
for field surveys in Western Australia, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Tasmania. In 1936
he represented Army on the new Commonwealth Survey Committee. In 1938 he visited many
civilian and military mapping organisations in the United States and Canada, forming the view that
the Australian Survey Corps work compared very favourably ‘both in accuracy and cost’ to anything
done in North America. He noted that the range of knowledge and competence of Australian Survey
Corps personnel was much broader than their counterparts in North America and that this was
important in a military organisation. This broad competency approach was to continue to the
benefit of the work of the Corps throughout its existence. In 1940 Vance was appointed Army
Headquarters Assistant Director of Survey then soon after promoted Lieutenant-Colonel and
appointed Director of Survey on that Headquarters and later Land Headquarters. At nearly age 60
years, and after having served in two world wars, he was retired on 9 th June 1942 with the honorary
rank Colonel. Captain Quinlan later said of Vance “…...retired after 28 years of splendid service. A
first-class administrator and very gifted mathematician, he was responsible for some of the most
accurate base lines in the world, and for the introduction of technical methods in field and office
work which have placed Australia in the forefront of map production and the issue of maps
comparable with the best abroad”. In 1940 Vance wrote an article Mapping a Continent in The
Australian Surveyor (September 2, 1940). He and his wife Christina had six children and he died on
9th February 1959. He is buried at Yackandandah, Victoria.
In November 1915, topographer Corporal EW Simm was enlisted into the Corps and remained until
1920. He had been a Lieutenant Australian Intelligence Corps.
From the small group of twenty Australian Survey Corps members at the end of July 1915; fourteen
served with the AIF in the Middle East and France in the First World War, one served in the British
Army in the Middle East in the First World War, two were awarded decorations or mentioned in
despatches for their survey work in the First World War, eight served the Corps in the two world
wars, for the first 27 years of the Australian Survey Corps the senior officer and officer commanding
were foundation members of the Corps, and ten gained commissioned rank with three being retired
with the rank Colonel or Lieutenant-Colonel. The following is a collection of short biographical
sketches of the nineteen foundation members of the Australian Survey Corps on 1 st July 1915. The
names are simply in alphabetic order and rank is their rank when the Corps was formed.
Corporal Adiel John Lupton ANDERSON, was born in 1893 at Toolamba, Victoria. He enlisted as a
Corporal in the Survey Section RAE on 1 January 1914. In August 1917, he enlisted as a Private in
the 1st Australian Imperial Force (AIF) Australian Flying Corps but was still at Laverton, Victoria when
the AIF Survey Draft was assembled in November 1917 and he transferred back to the Australian
Survey Corps as a Sergeant to embark for active service 22 December 1917 (enlisted in Melbourne).
He served in France being assigned to the Australian Corps Topographic Section in April 1918. In
February 1919 he attended the AIF Survey School, at UK Ordnance Survey, Southampton, England
then returned to Australia in June 1919. He was discharged from the AIF on 10 September 1919 and
from the Survey Section RAE/Australian Survey Corps in January 1920.
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Sergeant Albert Henry BARRETT was born in Liverpool, England in 1886. He was a fourth generation
soldier with twelve years service in the Royal Engineers (RE) and was one of the original four RE
topographers on loan to the Survey Section RAE, having arrived in Melbourne in 11 April 1910 as
Lance-Corporal. He was in the sub-section assigned to New South Wales in 1910. He returned to
England on 7 June 1913, after completing his original service, discharged from the Imperial Army
and then returned to Australia to enlist in the Survey Section RAE in 1915 serving until July 1919.
Corporal Douglas BLAIKIE, was born on 7 February 1897 at Murchison Victoria. As a 17 year old he
enlisted 1 January 1914 as a Corporal in the Survey Section RAE. He enlisted in the AIF Survey Corps
draft in November 1917 (enlisted in Melbourne), serving in France in the RE Staff Depot Field Survey
Company under control of General Headquarters. He was promoted Temporary/Sergeant 24 April
1919, attending the AIF Commercial Training School, Southampton. He returned to Australia in May
1919 and was discharged from the AIF on 16 July 1919. He was commissioned Lieutenant in the
Survey Section RAE/Australian Survey Corps later resigning in November 1921. In World War II he
enlisted in 1942 in the 2nd Battalion Volunteer Defence Corps.
Corporal JB BOWEN-JONES enlisted as a Corporal in the Survey Section RAE 1 January 1915, then
served with the Survey Section RAE/Australian Survey Corps until October 1920.
Corporal Joseph Edward BRADLEY was born in 1893 at Adelaide, South Australia. He enlisted as a
Corporal in the Survey Section RAE on 17 June 1915 and discharged in October 1915. He then
enlisted as a Gunner on 12 October 1915 in the AIF 6th Brigade Field Artillery, 2nd Australian Division.
On his AIF attestation form he nominated ‘Surveyor’ as his profession and stated that he had served
in the Australian Survey Corps for 119 days. He served in France, was promoted to Lance Sergeant,
transferred to the Australian Army Pay Corps and served in the pay office at Headquarters 2 nd
Division. In early 1919 he attended the AIF Survey School, Southampton, then returned to Australia
and was discharged 7 October 1919.
Sergeant Arthur Joseph CLEMENTS DCM was born 12 April 1881 at Edinburgh, Scotland. He was
awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal in the Boer War while serving with the British Army Duke
of Cornwall’s Light Infantry. He enlisted as a Sergeant Assistant Surveyor - Topographer on 1 August
1912 in the Survey Section RAE (4th Military District). He was one of twenty-three applicants for the
six topographer positions which were nationally advertised. He was in the sub-section assigned to
Victoria and South Australia. He then enlisted as a Sergeant in the AIF Survey Corps draft in
November 1917 (enlisted in Melbourne), serving in France with the Australian Corps Topographic
Section. He returned to Australia in August 1919, was discharged from the AIF and rejoined the
Survey Section RAE/Australian Survey Corps from which he was discharged on 24 March 1923. In
World War II he enlisted on 17 September 1940 as Company Sergeant Major in the 2 nd Australian Field
Survey Company being discharged on 2 September 1944, aged 63 years, and after serving in three
wars.
Sergeant Hugh Powell Gough CLEWS was born on 25 December 1890 at Rotherham, Yorkshire,
England. He was enlisted 1 August 1912 as a Sergeant Assistant Surveyor - Topographer in the Survey
Section RAE (4th Military District). He was one of twenty-three applicants for the six topographer
positions which were nationally advertised. He had served in the British Army Nottingham and
Derbyshire Regiment (the 2nd Battalion Sherwood Foresters) from 1909 to 1911. He was in the
Survey sub-sections working in Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. He enlisted in the AIF
Survey Corps draft in December 1917 (enlisted in Perth), serving in France in the RE Staff Depot
Field Survey Company under control of General Headquarters. He returned to Australia in May
1919, discharged from the AIF and rejoined the Survey Section RAE/Australian Survey Corps working
initially in Western Australia. He was then posted to 2nd Military District, Sydney, in December 1920,
was promoted to Warrant Officer Class I on 1 July 1922 and commissioned Lieutenant in November
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1923. In November 1933 he was promoted Captain (provisional) in the Australian Survey Corps and
appointed Officer Commanding (OC) 3 Survey Section. Early in World War II he was appointed
Deputy Assistant Director Survey Eastern Command then in September 1940 he was appointed OC 2 nd
Australian Field Survey Company and promoted Major soon after, then later appointed Staff Officer
Survey Headquarters NSW Lines of Communication area. After the war he was attached to
Headquarters Eastern Command until he retired on 28 July 1949 with the rank Lieutenant-Colonel.
He served the Australian Survey Corps for nearly 37 years including service in the Corps in two world
wars. He initially retired to the Blue Mountains but ‘the Major’, as he came to be affectionately
known by many in the Snowy Mountains area, then went on to be a surveyor of fame with the Snowy
Mountains Authority until 1958, when he retired to live at Indi near Khancoban, NSW. He passed
away at age 89 at Frankston, Victoria, on 22 August 1980.
CSM Evan Foulkes (Bertie) DAVIES was born on 11 July 1884 at Birkenhead, Cheshire, England. He
served articles as a surveyor with Ordnance Survey from 1 May 1899 to 16 June 1903 when he
enlisted as a Sapper in the Royal Engineers (RE), serving in West Africa surviving an attack by
tribesman when three members of the party were killed or wounded during the border survey of
Nigeria and Cameroon. He was one of the original four RE topographers loaned to Survey Section
RAE, arriving in Melbourne 11 April 1910 as Lance-Corporal. He discharged from the Imperial Army
and enlisted in the Survey Section RAE on 16 January 1913 and promoted to Sergeant backdated to 1
July 1912. He was promoted to CSM Topographer on 1 July 1915, then promoted to Warrant Officer.
He was in the sub-section assigned to New South Wales and South Australia. He was promoted
honorary Lieutenant 1 March 1916, and appointed 2nd Lieutenant in the AIF Survey Corps draft in
December 1917 (enlisted in Sydney). He served in France in the RE Staff Depot Field Survey
Company under control of General Headquarters, engaged in establishing the reliability of the
French trigonometric network and in densifying it for topographical survey. He was promoted
Lieutenant on 15 July 1918, and he returned to Australia in May 1919 with his AIF appointment
terminated 16 July 1919. He was promoted Lieutenant in the Survey Section RAE/Australian Survey
Corps on 1 February 1920 serving until July 1922 when he resigned to work for the Victorian Country
Roads Board. He worked there until the age of 68 when he ‘retired’ to work in his own ‘titles office
search’ business for another 25 years when he retired at 93 years of age. He died on his 96 th
birthday on 11 July 1980 after being hit by a car as a pedestrian at Brighton, Victoria.
Warrant Officer John LYNCH was born at Innis, Clare, Ireland, on 26 May 1874. He served 19 years
with the RE in Africa, St Helena, Canada, England and Ireland, before being one of the original four
RE topographers loaned to the Survey Section RAE. Corporal Lynch arrived in Melbourne on 11 April
1910. In 1913 he discharged from the Imperial Army and enlisted in the on 28 August 1913. He was
in the sub-section assigned to New South Wales in 1910. He was promoted Warrant Officer
Topographer in late 1913, commissioned Lieutenant on 9 July 1915 and appointed Officer
Commanding the Survey Corps Section in 2nd Military District. When Captain Quinlan resigned in
December 1915, Lynch was the senior Australian Survey Corps officer in 3 rd Military District, an
appointment which he held for the next 19 years. He was appointed Lieutenant in the AIF Survey
Corps draft on 16 December 1917 (from Melbourne) and was Officer Commanding of the draft
embarking on 22 December 1917. He served in France in the RE Staff Depot Field Survey Company
under control of General Headquarters, engaged in establishing the reliability of the French
trigonometric network and in densifying it for topographical survey. He returned to Australia in May
1919, with his AIF appointment terminated on 28 July 1919. He was then reappointed to Survey
Section RAE/Australian Survey Corps until his retirement in July 1934, being retired with the rank
Major. He died at Caulfield, Victoria on 29 July 1938.
Warrant Officer I James Hudson MACDONALD was born at Ballan, Victoria in 1874. He enlisted as a
Warrant Officer draughtsman on 1 August 1912 in the Survey Section RAE. In World War I he was

Page 9

ACT Newsletter

Issue 1/15

the second serving member of the Survey Corps to enlist in the AIF on 29 November 1916 in
Melbourne. He served as a WOI draughtsman with Headquarters Egyptian Expeditionary Force in
Cairo, and RE 5th Field Survey Company in Sinai. He returned to Australia mid-1919 and discharged
from the AIF 11 October 1919, rejoining the Survey Section RAE/Australian Survey Corps where he
served until 20 September 1927.
Warrant Officer RJ MOLLROSS enlisted as a Warrant Officer draughtsman in the Survey Section RAE
17 June 1912, then served with the Australian Survey Corps until December 1921. He was in the
sub-section assigned to South Australia.
Sergeant Alan Stewart MURRAY DCM, born 24 February1887 at Preston, Melbourne, started surveying
in about 1907 as a chainman with the Victoria State Rivers and Water Supply Commission. He was
enlisted as a Sergeant Assistant Surveyor - Topographer on 18 July 1912 in the Survey Section RAE
(3rd Military District) having been one of twenty-three applicants for the six topographer positions
which were nationally advertised. In World War I he was the third serving Survey Corps member to
enlist, as a Warrant Officer I, in the AIF on 30 November 1916 in Melbourne. He served with the
Survey of Egypt and appointed as a draughtsman with the Headquarters Egyptian Expeditionary
Force in Cairo. Later he was assigned to the RE Survey Company Advanced General Headquarters
Topographic Section working in Sinai and Palestine. Here he was awarded the Distinguished Conduct
Medal – his citation read “for conspicuous gallantry and dedication to duty. For a prolonged period
this warrant officer was engaged on surveying the area between the lines repeatedly working under
machine gun fire and sniping. In order not to attract attention he usually worked alone with his
plane table and instruments. Owing to his energy and coolness he has mapped a piece of country
accurately and his work has been most valuable”. He was promoted Lieutenant 5 December 1918
and posted to the War Records Section (Egyptian Section), returning to Australia in August 1919. His
resigned on 22 November 1920 to take up a position leading to become the Commonwealth Senior
Valuer in Victoria in 1925. In World War II he served as a Flying Officer in the Royal Australian Air
Force (Reserve) posted to Air Force Headquarters. He died on Christmas Eve 1969 aged 82 years. He
met and married his wife Lily in Cairo in World War I and their son Rear-Admiral Sir Brian Murray
RAN KCMG AO, former Governor of Victoria, opened the Historical Collection of the Royal Australian
Survey Corps at the School of Military Survey, Bonegilla, Victoria on 1 July 1988.
Lieutenant Honorary Captain Cecil Verdon QUINLAN, born 23 October 1879 at Toowoomba,
Queensland, was appointed as Lieutenant Survey Section RAE on 17 March 1913 vice Lieutenant
Whitham. He was one of thirty-three applicants for the position which was advertised nationally.
Since 1912 he was a Staff Surveyor with the Victorian State Forest Department with a background in
railway surveys in Queensland from 1897 to 1903, civil surveys in Gold Coast West Africa and the
Sudan from 1903 to 1906, and in the Malaya States in 1911. He had been an Acting/Lieutenant
(Citizen Military Force) in the Garrison Battery, Brisbane circa 1903. A condition of his 18 month
probationary appointment was that he was to qualify as a licensed surveyor in Australia in that
time. He was the Officer Commanding Survey Section RAE in the lead-up to the decision to form
the Survey Corps having been granted the rank Honorary Captain in January 1915. He was then
appointed as the first Officer Commanding Australian Survey Corps (Permanent) when the Corps was
formed on 1 July 1915. He resigned his appointment and commission in December 1915 and then
travelled overseas joining the British Egyptian Expeditionary Force in January 1916 serving in Sudan
and Palestine where he was a British staff officer. As a Major he was appointed as the first Director
of Surveys Palestine from July 1920 to December 1920. On return to Australia he lived in South
Yarra, Victoria until he died there in 1947. He became a public advocate for additional resources
and improved organization of topographic mapping in Australia, praising the work of the Australian
Survey Corps for producing the ‘only maps of real value so far’. He was the author of the article
‘Australian Map Makers’, published in The Australian Surveyor – September 1, 1943.
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Warrant Officer CV RADCLIFFE had five years experience as a surveyor in Melbourne, before being
enlisted as a Sergeant Assistant Surveyor - Topographer in the Survey Section RAE (3 rd Military
District) on 15 July 1912. He was one of twenty-three applicants for the six topographer positions
which were nationally advertised. He then served with the Australian Survey Corps until December
1921. He was promoted CSM Topographer on 1 July 1915.
Warrant Officer Honorary Lieutenant John James RAISBECK was born on 4 July 1880 at Christchurch
New Zealand. He served 4 years (Citizen Military Force - CMF) in 9th Australian Light Horse
Regiment in Central VIC with the rank 2nd Lieutenant. He was the first Australian appointed to the
Survey Section RAE, on 16 April 1910, as a draughtsman which was his civilian profession, with the
rank Warrant Officer, honorary 2nd Lieutenant. He was required to resign his commission in the CMF.
He supervised the draughting work of the Section in Melbourne and was largely responsible for the
mapping standards and specifications set in the production of the Cowes one-inch-to-one-mile
military map, which became the enduring Australian standard, and he was also responsible for
supervising the printing of the maps by the Victorian Government Printer. He was appointed 2 nd
Lieutenant in the AIF Survey Corps Draft on 6 December 1917 (from Melbourne) embarking for
England on 22 December 17. He was attached to the Australian Corps Topographic Section in France
from 21 April 1918 to 5 March 1919 serving as Second-in-Command and as Officer Commanding. He
was promoted Lieutenant 15 October 1918, attending the AIF Survey School, Southampton in 1919,
returning to Australia 23 June 1919, before his AIF appointment was terminated 17 July 1919. He
went on to serve the Survey Section RAE and Australian Survey Corps, including in the Second World
War, having been promoted Captain then Major and Officer Commanding Army Headquarters
Cartographic Section until February 1940. He retired after 33 years of service to military survey,
and after serving the Corps in two world wars, on 4 July 1943 with the retired rank LieutenantColonel. He was the author of the article ‘A Short History of the Military Survey of Australia, 19071936’, published in The Australian Surveyor, Sept 1, 1937
CSM Herbert Alexander (Bert) ROSEBLADE was born near Gosport, Hampshire, England on 30
October 1889. He enlisted at age 14 in the RE serving in the UK until he was chosen to be posted to
Australia as a loan RE topographer, arriving in Australia 6 May 1912 as a Lance Corporal for duty with
the Survey Section RAE. He was promoted Sergeant on 1 July 1912 and transferred to RAE in 1913.
He was promoted to CSM Topographer on 1 July 1915. During World War I he worked mainly in New
South Wales. In 1922 he was retrenched but re-enlisted in 1923 in the Survey Section
RAE/Australian Survey Corps to serve full-time until he retired in December 1949 with the honorary
rank Major, having served the Corps in two world wars. In World War II he was commissioned
Lieutenant in 1941, serving as a Captain and Officer Commanding 13 Australian Field Survey Depot.
CSM Harry ROSSITER, born at Bridport, Dorset, England in September 1888, was a loan RE LanceCorporal topographer, arriving in Australia 6 May 1912 for duty with the Survey Section RAE. He had
five years service in the British Army having been a photographer before joining the Army. He
transferred to RAE in 1913, was promoted Sergeant then promoted CSM Topographer on 1 July 1915.
He enlisted as a Sergeant (had to relinquish his Survey Corps rank of CSM) in the AIF Survey Corps
draft in December 1917 (enlisting in Perth), serving in England then France with the RE Staff Depot
Field Survey Company under control of General Headquarters. He returned to Australia in mid1919, was discharged from the AIF and resumed his permanent force rank Warrant Officer in the
Survey Section RAE/Australian Survey Corps. He then went on to serve the Australian Survey Corps
until 1945. In World War II he served as a Captain and Officer Commanding 11 Australian Field
Survey Depot and was retired with the honorary rank Major, having served the Corps in two world
wars.
Warrant Officer Norman Lyndhurst SHIELS MID, was born in 1887 at Hawthorn, Victoria. In 1911 he
enlisted in the Citizen Military Force Goldfields Infantry, Western Australia, and then enlisted as a
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Warrant Officer draughtsman in the Survey Section RAE on 15 September 1913. He had previously
served as a RAE draughtsman. In World War I he was the first serving member of the Australian
Survey Corps to enlist in the AIF, when on 27 November 1915 he enlisted as a Warrant Officer to be
employed initially as a draughtsman at the Operations Branch Map Section of the Headquarters
Egyptian Expeditionary Force. He was commissioned honorary 2nd Lieutenant on 15 October 1916
and attached to the RE Survey Company, being appointed Lieutenant 9 September 1917. On 5 March
1919, he was Mentioned in the Dispatches of the Commander Egyptian Expeditionary Force –
possibly for the work he did with the Royal Flying Corps in mapping from aerial photography. He
returned to Australia in April 1919 with his AIF appointment terminated 29 June 1919. He resigned
his commission and appointment with the Survey Section RAE/Australian Survey Corps in January
1920.
Corporal Oswald WATSON was born on 23 August 1891, at Sydney, NSW. He enlisted as a Corporal on
1 January 1914 in the Survey Section RAE. He enlisted in the AIF Survey Corps draft in November
1917 in Sydney, serving in France being assigned to the Australian Corps Topographic Section on 17
Jul 1918. He was promoted Lance Sergeant on 22 February 1919 before attending the AIF Survey
School, Southampton. He returned to Australia in July 1919 and was discharged from the AIF on 12
September 1919. He then discharged from the Survey Section RAE in December 1919.

Produced by Peter Jensen from: the official history of the Royal Australian Survey Corps 19151996, Australia’s Military Map-Makers by C.D. Coulthard-Clark; The Royal Australian Survey Corps
1915-1990 by Lieutenant-Colonel Clem Sargent; The Royal Australian Engineers 1902-1919 by
Brigadier Ronald McNicoll; A Short History of the Military Survey of Australia, 1907-1936 by Captain
JJ Raisbeck; Australian Map Makers by Major Cecil Verdon Quinlan; Mapping a Continent (1940) by
Major TA Vance; Grasping Gallipoli by Peter Chasseaud and Peter Doyle; Births Deaths and
Marriages Qld and Vic; Personnel service files through www.naa.gov.au, First World War
Embarkation Rolls www.awm.gov.au

Corps Nominal Roll – Many Stories Untold
As a result of receiving notes from John Bullen regarding the death of John Lambie (see Vale
section), I looked up Lambie on Peter Jensen's Corps Nominal Roll and noted there were no dates for
his service. I mentioned this to John and Peter and that I would like to use this as a small example
of the difficulties associated with gleaning accurate historical service details when many members
served as ORs as well as officers, changed Corps, had war service and even re-enlisted. John Bullen
has provided further detail from his service.
The following is from John Bullen
My guess is that John Lambie would probably have enlisted late in 1954. His number was 52884 and
those numbers were allocated in sequence of enlistment. Bob Skitch was 52897 so John enlisted
shortly before Bob. George Gruszka was 52882, just before John.
I see that Bob and George are shown as having enlistment dates in Feb 55, but I wonder if that is
correct. Svy Corps recruits went first to Kapooka to await the next recruit training course, then
they went on to the School of Svy to await the next Basic Svy (or Draughting) Course and I think
that course started early in the year, running for about 10 months. In those days the next tech
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training course done by fd surveyors was the Sgts Course. I think the Basic Course was later
shortened to 6 months around the time that Jnr NCO courses were introduced. But I’m not certain
about any of this. Suggest check with Bob Skitch. The key to all this is the dates of that 7/55 Basic
Svy Course and Bob may well have a very good idea of those.
The Etheredge brothers enlisted together and attended that same Basic Svy Course. Their numbers
were 52895 and 52896, immediately before Bob. But their enlistment dates are shown as being
very different – Feb 55 for Ian and Dec 56 (definitely incorrect) for John. Dec 56 is actually the
date John graduated from OCS Portsea.
George Ullinger is shown with a completely different enlistment number of 54599. He should be
very close to all those already mentioned. My guess is that this is because George had two separate
Army careers and probably 2 separate CARO files. He was on that 7/55 Basic Svy Course, serving
for a 6-year hitch and leaving the Army in 1961 or thereabouts as a Cpl. He would have had a
number close to that of all the other 5MD enlistments at that time. Some years later, after further
studies and experience, he joined RAE as a Lt and was obviously allotted a different number.
My own case is similar. CARO had 2 separate files on me and I could never get them to consolidate
or cross reference those 2 files. File 1 shows me enlisting in Jan 55 (which is my correct
enlistment date) and serving until Feb 56 as follows...
...as a Nasho in 13 NS Trg Bn,
...in the CMF in the SUR and also in 1 Topo Svy Coy,
...in the ARA in E Comd Fd Svy Sec.
File 2 shows me as entering RMC on the same day in Feb 56 and later serving as an offr from Dec 58
until Aug 83. In the course of all this I had 4 different Army numbers, but 235151 was my final one
and also the one that I had for most of my service.
Harry Wright is an interesting case. He enlisted in the 2nd AIF early in WW2 and served in Nth
Africa. Serving until 1975, he achieved the unique distinction of being the only Tobruk Rat to serve
in the Training Team in Vietnam! Your nominal roll does not include his WW2 service. Again I
suspect separate files at CARO.
If you look him up (Army no VX30253) in the Vet Affairs nominal roll for WW2, you will find that
he was born on 14 Sep 1918 and enlisted on 5 Jun 40. See
http://www.ww2roll.gov.au/Veteran.aspx?ServiceId=A&VeteranId=789431
But if you look him up (Army no 31186) in the Vet Affairs nominal roll for Vietnam, you will find
that he was born on 14 Sep 1924! See http://www.vietnamroll.gov.au/VeteranDetails.aspx?
VeteranId=1238097
Never one to let the facts get in the way of anything, Harry had put his age up to enlist in WW2
where he served alongside his father. Maybe his real birth year was 1924, but with Harry you
wouldn’t want to bet!
As another example, Bruce Daniel is shown as having left the Svy Corps at the end of WW2 as a Spr.
But what CARO hasn’t said is that he then served in RAAC and then in RAAMC, retiring as a Major
(having refused promotion to Lt Col) in the mid-1980s. However, I note that CARO has supplied
both his postwar Army numbers.

Page 13

ACT Newsletter

Issue 1/15

He is very much a VIP at RMC where Daniel House (the married quarter of the deputy
Commandant) is named after him. For 50 years from 1939 to about 1990, this was the married
quarter of the RMO at RMC. Inside Daniel House his framed portrait is on display adjacent to a
plaque. The text on the plaque is as follows...
MAJOR B R C DANIEL RFD ED
Bruce Ramsay Crofton Daniel was born in Sydney on 28 July 1924. Putting his age up by two years,
he enlisted on 8 October 1941 for full-time service in 2 Field Survey Company. On 13 August 1942
he transferred to the 2nd Australian Imperial Force, serving in New Guinea in World War Two as a
soldier in 3 Field Survey Company, Australian Survey Corps.
After demobilisation on 8 May 1946, Bruce studied Medicine at the University of Sydney under the
Repatriation scheme. In 1948 and1949 he served briefly in First Armoured Regiment (Citizen
Military Forces), Royal Australian Armoured Corps.
On qualifying as a doctor, Bruce joined the medical staff of the Repatriation General Hospital at
Concord as a civilian doctor. He also joined the Royal Australian Army Medical Corps where he
served as a captain and a doctor in the CMF.
From 16 March 1968 to 25 February 1969, Major Daniel served in the Vietnam War as the Second-inCommand of the 1st Australian Field Hospital at Vung Tau.
Major Daniel’s next posting was to the Royal Military College, Duntroon, as the Regimental Medical
Officer from 2 December 1969 until 23 July 1981 when he retired from the Army at the conclusion
of a long and fine career.
Major Bruce Daniel was the second longest serving RMO at Duntroon and was resident in this house
for the whole of that period. He was highly regarded for his competence, helpfulness and
geniality. His wife Marcia was Assistant Registrar on the Duntroon academic staff for much of this
period. Together they were widely respected and liked in the Duntroon community.
I met Bruce in Vietnam, both as 2IC of 1 Aust Fd Hosp (where he and John Lambie were great
friends) at Vung Tau and as acting OC 8 Fd Amb at Nui Dat (where he was temporarily my next door
neighbour when Digger James was on leave). He features in my book Captain Bullen’s War, as also
does John Lambie.
While living in Canberra throughout the 1970s, Bruce Daniel always took an interest in Svy Corps
activities. Retired and aged 90, he lives near Mudgee.

Vale
WILLIAM BRIAN BAKER
6708549 William Brian Baker (Bill) passed away from a sudden heart attack at golf on 13 Dec. Bill
served for 26 years leaving the Army in 1992.
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From John Mobbs
…..... really, really sad news, but for a golfer, I suppose an acceptable way to approach the last
hole. We should all leave this planet, doing the things we enjoy most. Everyone who trained or
worked with Big Bill knew him as a very likeable bloke, who loved life, always had a joke to share
and who helped those he met along the way.
Taken from us way too soon.
From Peter Jensen
He was a great bloke and mate. He was a national serviceman from Tasmania conscripted in 1966
serving in Vietnam with RAE as a surveyor. He came to RASvy as a RAE LCPL on our 35/69 Basic Svy
Course where he was willing to help all and acted as course policeman when necessary. His
experience as a soldier and his physical size meant that anyone thinking of messing up and getting
himself or the whole course into trouble had to answer to Bill. He did that in a likeable way and
was respected by all including the staff. He then went on to serve the Corps for 23 years.
RAYMOND NEIL STUCHBERY
315238 Raymond (Bluey) Neil Stuchbery (19 Jan 72 -31 Oct 75) served at Fortuna. He died at
Bendigo Hospice on 18 Dec 2014 aged 62 after a long illness. Ray was a talented man; he was an
entertainer, teacher, builder, car collector and potter.
JOHN LAMBIE
52884 John Lambie died in Canberra on 9 October 2014.
From John Bullen:It may not be widely known that John had an unusual and interesting career. I knew him well, so
here are a few notes.
I first met John Lambie while attending an NCOs course at the School of Survey in 1955. John was
then on the 7/55 Basic Survey Course which subsequently produced five ARA officers. In
chronological sequence of commissioning, those five were John Etheredge, Bob Skitch, George
Gruszka, John Lambie and George Ullinger, of whom the middle three all reached the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel.
John failed his Basic Course. As far as I could gather, this was mainly due to a personality clash,
the cause of rather too many Basic Course failures in those days. John was a strong willed and
proud Scot from Glasgow who accepted no nonsense from anyone. This may perhaps have been a
factor in his Basic Course failure. He certainly did not lack brains and application.
His Basic Course failure condemned him to be a Surveyor’s Assistant, an army trade with no career
path at all. Posted to Western Command Field Survey Section at the age of 19, he served in the big
field survey operations in the Kimberleys from 1956 onward and was also detached to the 1956-57
ship-shore survey operation in Northern Ireland under Captain Spencer Snow. Big, strong and a hard
worker with much initiative, John was a real asset in the field, all the time gaining valuable
experience.
Then came a vacancy in the unit Orderly Room which John filled, showing great aptitude and
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thoroughness which earned him quick promotion to Corporal as a clerk.
I arrived in that unit in 1961, around the time that John was promoted Sergeant. Being in a Staff
Sergeant’s posting, he gained promotion to that rank within a further couple of years. Then WO2
Alan Tredinnick retired, leaving a vacancy in the position of RQMS at AHQ Survey Regiment at
Bendigo. John was the junior Staff Sergeant in the Survey Corps, but no-one senior to him was
prepared to move to Bendigo, so John got the job and the subsequent promotion. He had now gone
from Sapper to Warrant Officer in barely five years. A fine soldier with natural authority, he
handled this rapid rise with ease.
As to be expected of a man with his talents and energy, John did well as RQMS. In the mid-1960s
John qualified at a commissioning course and was now a Lieutenant in the Survey Corps. Somehow
this had occurred without the blessing of the Survey Corps who now stated that he was
unacceptable as a Survey Corps officer because he lacked a technical background in surveying or
cartography. This was astonishing, considering that one of the senior officers of the Corps at that
time, Lt Col Bill Sprenger MBE – widely regarded as one of the best officers in the Corps – had
himself risen through the Orderly Room without any technical background at all. But that was the
decision, so Lieutenant Lambie RASvy was now forced to change Corps only a few weeks after being
commissioned.
John then explored the alternatives. The Infantry, Ordnance and Medical Corps were all keen to
take him, so John assessed them carefully and chose the Medical Corps as appearing to offer him
the best career prospects.
John and I met up again in Vietnam in 1968. By now he was the Quartermaster of 1 Australian Field
Hospital. John showed me over the hospital one day and profoundly impressed me with his deep
understanding of technical aspects of the duties of the entire hospital staff and the equipment and
specialised supplies they needed and used. The respect with which he was treated by all ranks
from the CO down was a measure of his competence and reliability.
Back in 1961 when I had just arrived in WA, John was about to be promoted to Sergeant and I was
about to be promoted to Captain. Seven years later, John had been promoted five more times and
we were now captains together.
John served 1 Aust Fd Hosp well as their Quartermaster for a full year. Returning to Australia, his
Medical Corps career blossomed further, earning him the award of MBE in 1979 and eventual
promotion to Lieutenant Colonel.
Subsequently John became the manager of the General Morshead Home for Veterans in Canberra.
He was also very active for about 20 years on the Welfare Committee of Legacy in Canberra where
he put his medical administrative experience to excellent effect in the demanding field of aged
care.
Later still and now in poor health, John became a resident at the Morshead Home until his death
on 9 October 2014. His devoted wife Olive had predeceased John by less than two years. At John’s
funeral bagpipes were well to the fore, accompanied by strong representation in uniform from the
Royal Australian Army Medical Corps where very clearly Lieutenant Colonel John Lambie MBE was
held in high esteem.
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Photo Gallery
From Don Swiney
Driving through Yea when I spotted the
unmistakable profile of a 'survey cairn'.
The cairn as it appears in the main
street.

The plaque on the cairn, and a selection of the
'story board' that shows a plan of the township
of Yea.
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The text reads:
Thomas Wilkinson Pinniger arrived in Melbourne on the 8th of November 1852. He entered
Government Service as a surveyor in 1853. He was appointed 'Government Surveyor' to complete
the geodetic survey of central Victoria, a job that took until 1872 to complete. His survey points
were marked by cairns, seventeen of which have been located. In 1855 the Victorian Surveyor
General Clarke also appointed Pinniger to plan and survey a township on the site bounded by 'Muddy
Creek' (Yea River) and Boundary Creek at the northern end of Murrindindi Station. Thomas Pinniger
planned wide main street with two lanes of traffic divided by a central plantation. This new
township, at the request of Surveyor General Clarke was named 'Yea' in honour of Colonel Lacey
Yea, commanding officer of the Seventh Royal Fusiliers. Colonel Yea died at the Battle of Redan
during the Crimean War. Thomas Pinniger retired in 1894 after a distinguished career spanning forty
one years. In 1927 he died in his home at Malvern in his one hundredth year.
The following photos of cairns are from Joe Farrington's collection:

Text
Boraloola

Mt McMinn
Trig Hill taken in 1958
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Cairn complete with
lockspits on Briscoe,
one of the first order
traverse station on
Cape York Peninsula
built by Ian Bryan and
Don Swiney in 1962

A cairn is one thing but how about
intervisibility and comms:-

From Rowan Shipley
Sumatra. Unknown surveyor on the
tree tower. Taken in 1972 and given to
Rowan.
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Also from Rowan Shipley
Tellurometer tower,
Sumatra 1972
The scaffold tower was
taken by Rowan from a
chopper in August of 1972
on a little island
(uninhabited) along a
traverse in the Malacca
straits. The people in the
photo are from a village on
a nearby island.
“I remember they didn't
like heights and one of us
had to tie on the first
run of the next level
before they would then go
up and finish it off. One of
them did fall from a high
section and although he
landed on his head and
left a sizable dint, he just
got up shook his head and
climbed back up. The
towers were surprisingly
stable and saved us a lot of
clearing.”

